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JOURNEY OF SUPPORT…During the weekend of October 2 and 3, a group of
Westfield women walked over 40 miles throughout New York City in the Avon
Walk for Breast Cancer.  Thanks to the help of family and friends, they raised
over $26,000.  The group extended appreciation to all who supported their efforts.
Pictured, left to right, are: Back row, Susan Hess, Dianne Callahan, Jennifer
Meyo and Laing Sisto, and front row, Julie Dolan and Eliane Panza.

Singles Group Reveals
November Meetings

WESTFIELD – Widowed, divorced
or never-married individuals over age
45 are invited to come for coffee,
cake and lively discussions on single
living on Sundays at 9 a.m. at the First
Baptist Church of Westfield.

Meetings will take place Novem-
ber 7, 14, 21 and 28 in the lower level
meeting room of the church, located
at 170 Elm Street. A $2 donation is
requested and all are welcome.

Group members also participate in
winter movie nights, summer picnics
and holiday get-togethers, among
other activities. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 889-5265 or
(908) 889-4751.

It is a Great Discovery to Realize
We Can Speak to God as ‘Father’

‘Grandma’s Attic’ Due
At SP Baptist Church
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday,

November 13, the Scotch Plains Bap-
tist Church will hold its annual
“Grandma’s Attic Plus” bazaar from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The event will feature unique items,
brand new and used; Christmas and
gift items, toys, jewelry, clothing for
children, women and men, china,
glassware, kitchen and miscellaneous
household items.

Fresh-baked goods will also be for
sale, as well as hot and cold refresh-
ments from the café, plus other offer-
ings.

Proceeds from “Grandma’s Attic
Plus” will support special mission
projects, including replacing a roof at
Camp Lebanon, a Baptist camp and
conference center in Hunterdon
County.

The church is located at 333 Park
Avenue. For further information and
directions, please call the church of-
fice at (908) 322-5487.

Mental Health Players
To Perform at Church
WESTFIELD – The Youth Part-

nership of the Family Support Orga-
nization of Union County, located in
Westfield, has invited Union County
youth between the ages of 13 and 21
with behavioral and mental health
challenges to attend an interactive
educational performance by the Union
County Mental Health Players.

The performance will take place
on Friday, November 19, from 7:30
to 9 p.m. at the First Baptist Church,
170 Elm Street in Westfield.

This event is free and open to the
public, but reservations are preferred.
To make a reservation, please call the
Family Support Organization of
Union County at (908) 789-7625.
Refreshments will be served.

had longed to hear for 34 years.
Three days later Jim and Kitty flew
out to Colorado with their four chil-
dren and rented some rooms in a
hotel.

Upon hearing a knock at the door,
Jim and Kitty opened to see their son
holding a bouquet of roses.  Every-
one in the room converged on him at
once in a wave of embraces and
emotion.  He didn’t make it past the
door for several minutes.  When he
did, and everyone had a good look at
him, they realized he was the spit-
ting image of his father Jim, Jim
Fassel, the former head coach of the
New York Giants.

John had always had a passion for
football, and before long, he was
alongside his father on the sidelines
of an NFL game.  He felt like it was
all an incredible dream.

John had made some wonderful
discoveries.  He discovered his par-
ents wanted to find him.  He also
discovered he had three brothers and
a sister he never met.  And then he
found out his father was a famous,
powerful person whose identity, it
turns out, he had always known.  He
just didn’t know he was his Dad.

One of the most important discov-
eries you and I can ever make is that
the God we have always known about
is also our Father.  In Luke 11:1,
Jesus had just finished praying.  His
disciples had watched as He prayed;
they heard his words.  Can you imag-
ine the power that must have been
present when Jesus prayed to His
Father?  What they saw and heard
left them shaken.  How could they
ever possibly pray the same way
again?

They said to Jesus, “Lord, teach us
to pray.”   How amazed they must
have been to hear Him say, “When
you pray, say, ‘Father…’” When you
pray, you don’t have to remember a
password, or account number, or
press 7 for more options.  When you
pray, Jesus says, just say, “Father.”
It can open a whole new world to
you, not too unlike finding yourself
on the sidelines next to the Coach of
the game of life and realizing you
are His child.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Brennan serves as Pas-

tor of the Evangel Church, located at
1251 Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

By REVEREND KEVIN BRENNAN

Every April 5, no matter where
Jim and Kitty might be, they make
sure they make a phone call to one
another.  It’s a ritual they have re-
peated each April 5 for 34 years.

You see, 34 years ago, Jim and
Kitty were college freshmen in Cali-
fornia, 19 years old, and dating one
another.  They made the mistake of
allowing their relationship to become
too intimate and Kitty became preg-
nant.

They felt too young, and unpre-
pared for this.  They were not ready
to be married to anyone, much less
one another. They decided that Kitty
would go to Denver to another school
and have the baby there.  Only their
parents knew about their situation.

On April 5, 1969, Kitty gave birth
to a beautiful little boy with a dimple
on his chin.  She held him and cuddled
him for three days, and then did one
of the most difficult things any
woman could do — she handed him
over to an adoption agency.

Jim and Kitty stayed in touch and
found that as they matured as indi-
viduals their love for one another
also grew.  They eventually did marry.
They always wondered about their
son, and on his birthday, April 5,
every year for 34 years they would
stop what they were doing and think
of their boy out there somewhere,
and wish him a happy birthday.

They didn’t realize it but their son
also wondered about them.  His name
is John and a wonderful couple in the
military adopted him.  John made
some attempts through the years to
locate his birth parents but was never
successful.

Within the last few years, Colo-
rado changed its adoption laws.  They
would now release information to
both the child and the natural par-
ents only if both parties were will-
ing.  But John was very afraid.  This
is how he put it: “My greatest fear in
life was that I would want to find my
natural parents, but they wouldn’t
want me to find them.”

John was stunned one day when
he got a call from Colorado authori-
ties stating that his natural parents
were looking for him.  John lost his
composure and cried for about two
hours.

It was on Mother’s Day last year
that Kitty spoke to her son, by phone,
for the first time since she had to
hand him over for adoption.  Jim got
on the phone and heard the voice he

THE ONLY ATTORNEY

INVOLVED IN YOUR CASE

“25 Years of Experience
Settling Significant Injury

 and Accident Cases.”

FRANCIS M. SMITH

Personal Injury. . .
PERSONAL ATTENTION

Call For a
Free Consultation:

2281 South Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-233-5800

The Chelsea at Fanwood is pleased to host a free 
educational seminar celebrating

NATIONAL DIABETES
AWARENESS MONTH
Join Educator, Ann Newswanger, RD, CDE from The Diabetes

Center of NJ - Ann will discuss a complete overview of diabetes,
risk factors, diagnosis, meal planning, plus, take a self test!

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community involvement 
and family education.

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

WHEN:
Tuesday, November 9th

TIME:
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

WHERE:
The Chelsea at Fanwood

RSVP by November 5th
Call 908-654-5200

Dietetic Snacks will be served!

Open to the Public - Please join
us for this informative event! 295 South Avenue

Fanwood, NJ 07023

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001       Fax: (908) 301-9008

STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET

Dr. Ensle to Speak to Women
On ‘Beautifying’ One’s Life

‘Scouting For Food’ Drive
Gets Underway Nov. 13-14

WESTFIELD – This month, Boy
Scouts, Webelos and Cub Scouts from
communities throughout Union and
Somerset counties will collect food
to benefit local food banks in
Scouting’s annual Good Turn called
“Scouting For Food.”

The dates chosen for this activity
may differ between various scout units
and communities. In the Westfield-
Scotch Plains area, specially-marked
bags will be distributed during the week-
end of November 13 and 14 by parent-
supervised Scouts and Cubs to homes
in their assigned neighborhoods.

The bags will be collected from
doorsteps the morning of the follow-
ing Saturday, November 20.

Homeowners are asked to fill the
bags with nourishing, non-perishable,
not-in-glass food products that can
be stocked at a food pantry.

Bags should be put out in a visible
place before 9 a.m. on the pickup
Saturday (or as directed in a note with
the bag). The Scouts will return to the
same homes they visited previously to
take the bags to a local food pantry,
such as a church or a community facil-
ity. The food will be used to prepare
Thanksgiving baskets and to serve
needy families throughout the winter.

Scout units participating in the food
drive at this time are part of the
Florham Park-based Patriots’ Path
Council of the Boy Scouts of America.

FANWOOD – The Woman’s Club
of Fanwood has invited area women to
its Wednesday, November 10, meet-
ing at 12:30 p.m. in the Dining Room
of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
located on Marian Avenue in Fanwood.

Following refreshments and a brief
business meeting, Dr. Karen Ensle
will present “Simply Beautiful,” a
program during which she will dis-
cuss what, if anything, can be done to
simplify and enrich people’s busy
lives. Dr. Ensle is a motivational
speaker/educator from Union County
Rutgers Extension Service.

Club members and guests are asked
to bring several non-perishable food
items to replenish the Food Pantry at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church.

Plans will be finalized regarding
the Woman’s Club’s annual Benefit
Dessert and Card Party, to be held
Wednesday, November 17, at 12:30
p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country Club
in Scotch Plains.

For more information about the
club, please call Shirley McGuinness,
President, at (908) 754-9122.

Health Department Issues
Advisory on Flu Vaccine

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Regional Health Department, which
serves Westfield, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Garwood, Roselle
Park and Springfield, recently an-
nounced that it would not be receiv-
ing any of the flu vaccine.

Individuals in what are considered
priority groups are encouraged to

search locally for vaccine if their regu-
lar health care provider does not have
the vaccine available.

These groups include all children
ages six to 23 months; adults age 65
and older; those age two to 64 with
underlying chronic medical condi-
tions; all women who will be preg-
nant during the influenza season; resi-
dents of nursing homes and long-
term care facilities; children age six
months to 18 years on chronic aspirin
therapy; health care workers involved
in direct patient care, and out-of-home
caregivers and household contacts of
children less than six months old.

Brighton Gardens Posts
Diabetes Screenings

MOUNTAINSIDE – Brighton Gar-
dens of Mountainside and Overlook
Hospital’s Community Health De-
partment are partnering to host free
diabetes screenings.

The program will take place today,
Thursday, November 4, from 10 a.m. to
noon at Brighton Gardens of
Mountainside, 1350 Route 22, West, in
Mountainside. No fasting is required.

Registration is not required, but
interested individuals are asked to
confirm plans to attend by calling
(908) 654-4460. Walk-ins will be
welcome.

Ms. Dougherty to Sing
For 12 O’Clock Club
SCOTCH PLAINS — The 12

O’Clock Club will meet for lunch
and entertainment at noon on Tues-
day, November 9, at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church, located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

Susan Dougherty of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times will perform familiar
songs. The cost of the luncheon is
$3.50. Attendees are also invited to
take part in the free Stretches for
Heath exercise program held on
Tuesdays from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. in
the church lounge.

To make a reservation for the
luncheon, receive more information
about Willow Grove or if
transportation is needed, please call
the church office at (908) 232-5678,
e-mail wilgrv@netzero.com or visit
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.Holy Name Society

Reveals Breakfast
SCOTCH PLAINS – The St.

Bartholomew the Apostle Parish
Holy Name Society’s 13th Annual
Family Communion Breakfast will
be celebrated on Sunday, November
14.

Mass will begin at 9 a.m. at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, 2032 Westfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains. The breakfast
will be at 10:30 a.m. at the Gran
Centurions, 440 Madison Hill Road
in Clark.

This year’s speaker will be Mon-
signor Dominic Scolamiero, who for-
merly served at the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield
and St. Agnes Roman Catholic
Church in Clark. His topic will be
“Biblical and Liturgical Relevance
for Catholics Today.”

Tickets are $15 for adults, $8 for
children age three to 11 and free for
those under age three. They are avail-
able at St. Bartholomew’s Rectory
or by calling Tom Ritter at (908)
233-8516 or Mike D’Antuono at
(908) 889-1733.

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

www.townbank.com

I N S U R E D

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. $1,000.00 minimum to open. Substantial penalty for
early withdrawal. Offer for a limited time only and subject to change without notice.

“Over the Top”
CD Rates!

2 %
APY.75

Ask us about our other
great CD rates and terms.

Check out our 18-month CD

Hurry–
Limited Time Only!

*

– Free In-Home Consultation –
– Free Measurement and

Installation –

844 South Avenue W., Westfield, N.J. 07090

• Blinds - Shades - Shutters
• Custom Drapery
• Reupholstery
• Wallcoverings
• Bedroom Ensembles
• Carpet - Area Rugs

908-654-9555

Your Best
Source For

Custom
Decorating

ANY CUSTOM
DECORATING
ORDER $500.00

Expires 11/24/04

$50.00
OFF


