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RANDOM ACT OF BEAUTY…Last week, Louise Shepnew, President of The
Garden Club of Westfield, honored Tim Boyle, co-owner of the Northside
Trattoria, for the outstanding garden display in the front of their restaurant in
downtown Westfield.

Weight-Loss

96% success-rate.  AMA approved.
2 or 3 private private private private private office visits are needed.

This is not not not not not a diet.

Dr. Ronald J. Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Board Certified / Registered / Insured

Columbia University Affiliated

“There’s a reason Dr G.

has one of the busiest

clinical hypnosis specialty

practices in the nation.”

Mountainside Office     908-301-0039
www.MedicalHypnosis.info

and weight maintenance via

Clinical Hypnosis

- USA Synicated News Radio

I also use clinical hypnosis for anxiety,
substance, bulimia, fears, and pain.
All techniques are AMA-approved.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

THE LAW FIRM
 OF

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI, P.C.,

WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND ITS’ SINCERE
APPRECIATION AND GRATITUDE TO THOSE WHO
ATTENDED THEIR DIVORCE SEMINAR THIS PAST
OCTOBER AT THE WESTFIELD INN.

PARTNERS, MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ. AND APRIL L.
KATZ, ESQ. WERE WELL RECEIVED BY THE STRONG
TURN OUT.

THE SEMINAR PROVED TO BE BOTH INFORMATIVE
AND MOTIVATING TO THOSE IN NEED OF LEGAL
ADVICE.

AS A RESULT OF THE OVERWHELMING INTEREST,
ADDITIONAL SEMINARS WILL BE HELD IN JANUARY
2005. DATES WILL BE NOTICED IN THIS PUBLICATION.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING OR WISH
TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE CONSULTATION,

PLEASE CALL (908) 272-0200

Asm. Bramnick Campaigns
For Kindness and Civility

WESTFIELD – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick announced a series of reso-
lutions, described as “civility resolu-
tions” to be introduced in the State
Assembly. Mr. Bramnick’s goal is to
change behavior without the neces-
sity of creating new laws. The resolu-
tions encourage all New Jerseyans to
join with state leaders in a campaign
towards kindness.

The root word of “civility” means to
be “a member of a household.” Just as
there are certain rules that allow fam-
ily members to live peacefully within
a household, so there are rules of civil-
ity that allows us to live peacefully
within society. The Greek Philoso-
pher Aristotle saw civility as a form of
friendship, which he understood as a
mutual feeling of good will.

Assemblyman Bramnick’s resolu-
tions encourage citizens to do such
things as hold the door for one another,
allow fellow drivers to enter into traf-
fic and simply smile and say hello to
one another. Assemblyman Bramnick
believes that civility requires us to see
that we are all interconnected and not
traveling alone in life.

New Jersey is the only state where
all of its counties are classified as
metropolitan areas. Because of the
dense population of the state, it is

easy to get frustrated while waiting in
line at the grocery store or while
sitting in traffic on your way home
from work.

Assemblyman Bramnick may con-
tacted at (908) 232-3673.

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

www.townbank.com I N S U R E D

• FREE unlimited checkwriting and transactions
• FREE Visa® Check Card™
• FREE Telephone Banking
• FREE first order of basic checks
• FREE of monthly service charge if daily balance of

$1,000 or higher is maintained

Hurry! Open your account today
and receive a $25 Westfield Gift Coin
redeemable at participating businesses

in downtown Westfield!**

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Balances of less than $25,000 earn .50% APY. Rates subject
to change based on market conditions and without notice. Minimum balance to open is $25,000.
If account is closed prior to 1 year, a $25.00 service fee is assessed. If balance is below $1,000,
there is a $10 monthly service fee and no interest is earned. Offer applies only to new accounts,
new money, and funds may not be transferred from an existing Town Bank account.

**Gift coins available only while supplies last. Offer may be withdrawn without notice.
Tax liability is responsibility of the account holder.

You Will Notice the Difference …
Town Super Checking!

on balances of $25,000 or more.

2.02%
Rate guaranteed until May 1, 2005. 
Applies to new accounts only.

APY*

SPBPA Looks to Increase
Involvement, Improvements

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In the wake of the Scotch Plains
Township Council’s rejection last
summer of an ordinance designating
the downtown area as a Special Im-
provement District (SID), the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) is undertaking an
effort to improve its operations and
get more people involved in the orga-
nization.

At a meeting held earlier this month
at Mezzogiorno restaurant, about 70
people took part in what SPBPA Presi-
dent Steve Goldberg called “a good
discussion” about what people “want
SPBPA to be (and) where the busi-
ness community can go and what
SPBPA’s role is.”

He told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that the SID ordinance’s defeat
spurred the new effort, saying the
year-long discussions about the SID
“got people talking about it, either
pro or con. The dialogue that started
with the SID process naturally pro-
gressed” to the present effort at
strengthening SPBPA and the busi-
ness community as a whole, Mr.
Goldberg said.

“I don’t think anyone is completely
satisfied with the way the downtown
is. Everyone is on the same page as
far as the downtown needing improve-
ment. The question,” he said, “is how
to do it.”

Mr. Goldberg said that his goal
regarding his organization, which he
has headed since 2001, is “to get
more people and members involved.”

He acknowledged the perception
of some that a small group of SPBPA
board members are those most heavily
involved in the group’s activities. But
he said he was “looking for fresh
blood” so that SPBPA can “become a
better organization.”

SPBPA, he said, “need to set a
firmer foundation. We need to have a
real organization, with real commit-
tees and more people helping out
instead of having just seven board
members setting the agenda.”

He wants to try to strengthen the

membership by seeking out not only
downtown business owners but also
individuals who work out of their homes
as well as local landscapers and con-
tractors so “we can show them there’s a
place for them in our organization.”

Mr. Goldberg is planning another
meeting for January to build on this
month’s good, open forum where
views, opinions and criticisms were
aired. Before setting out any type of
ambitious agenda, he said, SPBPA
first needs to solidify its operations in
order to “make it a stronger organiza-
tion. Then we can institute major
changes to the mindset of the town.”

He said that it is important, in the
meantime, that “the conversation and
dialogue don’t stop.”

Community Commentary

by Garland C. "Bud" Boothe, Jr.
Former Westfield Mayor, 1992-1996

To deck or not to deck, that is the
referendum, and I have been debating
my view and vote for months before
Election Day. By the time this ap-
pears we will have an answer, and
still a lot more questions.

To the people who asked my opin-
ion, I said I have always favored a
deck in this location. The night I
became mayor in January 1992, I said
I believed Westfield should move
immediately to build a deck. In retro-
spect, I wish I had pushed harder and
in different directions. That is his-
tory.

In the 12 years prior as a council-
man, I looked at and inaugurated a lot
of parking issues, possible locations
in Westfield, studies, etc., all of which
came down to: 1. Anything we build
will and can be used — if not by
shoppers, then by employees or com-
muters. 2. The deck will not pay for
itself. If the meter and fines money
goes towards it, a big hole is created
in the town’s general revenue. 3. Pay-
ing $100 or so in extra taxes to sup-
port a deck, which will keep our down-
town healthy, is a good investment, as
is the money we spend on schools,
police, parks, etc.

I wanted a decent-looking deck,
period —  no stores, no living units
(maybe street level display windows,
ATMs, etc., space the town could
rent). I do not see solving a parking
problem by adding things, which ex-
acerbate the lack of spaces, e.g. stores
and live-ins.

I have looked at a lot of decks
around the world since first going on
council in 1980, and they can be built
attractively.

I do not like the developer-stores-
condo purchasers-developer idea, or
creating in the developer another unit
of control analogous to an authority
in our parking solution. The town
council and designees should run the
parking as it does with most other
things. A lot of private ownership of
condo units will be a legal, mainte-
nance and practical nightmare for-
ever. And that is a long time.

And, of course, the developer is in
it to make a buck. But, it appears the
town and taxpayers are guarantors so
it does not lose bucks. Lousy situa-
tion.

What will happen based on the
vote? I am not in favor of referenda,
binding or non-binding. I was the
only council member not to favor a
referendum on the library, and I would
remind all that two of five voters
voted against the library. Ditto build-
ing Wilson School, the Field House,
etc. It is always easy to marshal people
against something for any one of a
variety of reasons; I am sometimes
amazed anything does get done.

I Wanted a Decent Deck,
No Stores, No Condos

Ellsberg and the Westfield Taxpay-
ers Association and others twice per-
suaded the voters to kill a proposal
for building the replacement high
school in the late 1930s.

To the council: irrespective of the
vote, the town does need a deck be-
tween Elm and Prospect. You have to
bite that bullet or forever forget a
north side deck. Having done that,
strip out the housing and stores. Elimi-
nate the developer and his “tails you
loose” arrangement. Take the heat for
a tax bill cost for the deck; it is a price
for keeping the downtown what all,
myself included, have worked hard to
revitalize in the past dozen years.
Nobody in Westfield wants to be on
the council forever. Go.

You can make it look like the ren-
dering that the Downtown Westfield
Corp. had in their mailing – Robert
Moses put flower box window decals
up on condemned vacant apartments
when he sliced the expressway across
Manhattan and the Bronx. We can do
better than decals.

Either way, back to the drawing
board. I will vote yes, and have urged
others to do likewise.

Westfield Rescue Squad
Dispatcher Retires

After 15 Years Service
WESTFIELD – After 15 years of

service to the Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad, dispatcher Lois
Pimental has decided to resign. A
former nurse at St. Barnabas Hospital
and Emergency Medical Technician
(EMT) for Union, Ms. Pimental has
dedicated hundreds of hours to the
Westfield community. She encour-
ages others to volunteer and contrib-
ute to such a rewarding organization.

Ms. Pimental stated, “As a former
EMT on a busy squad, becoming a
dispatcher gave me the opportunity
to still be involved with a rescue squad
without actually riding.”

Ms. Pimental volunteered three
hours a week answering the phone –
obtaining and dispatching crews to
emergencies throughout the town.

Ms. Pimental stated, “Being a dis-
patcher for the Westfield Rescue
Squad has allowed me to meet and
deal with many diverse personalities
and situations over the past 15 years.”

Members of the Westfield Volun-
teer Rescue Squad thank Ms. Pimental
for her service and wish her the best
in the future.

If interested in joining the orga-
nization stop by the squad building
at 335 Watterson Street, just off the
South Avenue Circle. In an event if
a medical emergency, please dial
911.

Columbus Day Essay
Winners Announced
By Westfield UNICO
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

chapter of UNICO recently awarded
prizes to three Westfield High School
(WHS) ninth grade students for their
outstanding achievement in the an-
nual Columbus Day Essay Contest,
which was coordinated by WHS So-
cial Studies teacher Mary Keller.

Katie Goellner, Annie O’Neill and
Becky Reyman each received United
States Savings Bonds in the amount
of $100. In addition, the winners were
honored at UNICO’s annual Colum-
bus Day Celebration dinner at The
Westwood in Garwood. Katie, Annie
and Becky had their names engraved
on a plaque displayed in the Social
Studies Resource Center at WHS.

The competition requires writing
an essay about “an individual of Ital-
ian origin descent who helped shape
our world.” Katie wrote about
Leonardo da Vinci. Annie and Becky
wrote about Giovanni da Verrazzano
and Alessandro Volta, respectively.

Business Poll Results
Told By NJ Chamber
TRENTON — As New Jersey pre-

pares for a new Governor to take
office on November 15, a recent poll
conducted by the New Jersey Cham-
ber of Commerce indicates that busi-
ness leaders identify economic devel-
opment and government reform as the
top issues that current Senate Presi-
dent Richard Codey needs to make an
immediate priority.

Of the more than 450 respondents
that took part in the survey, 30 percent
of New Jersey business leaders cite
economic development as the most
important issue, with 29 percent fa-
voring government reform.  Follow-
ing those findings, issues such as
health care (13 percent), education (5
percent), transportation (5 percent),
and environment (3 percent) also made
the list.  Other concerns included prop-
erty taxes, auto insurance, and gov-
ernment spending.

Classifieds
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com


