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Do You Have To
Go To Court?

COMMUNITY SUPPORT...Penny Evans, Meghan Evans and Annie DePalmer
were all smiles after a successful garage sale benefiting  the Lupus Foundation of
America. Money was raised for research to help find a cure for Lupus, an auto
immune disease that afflicts more than 1.4 million Americans.

Freeholders Finalize Open
Space Purchases, Leases

Green Bill Would Bring
Awareness of Tenant Rights
TRENTON – The Assembly Hous-

ing and Local Government Commit-
tee released legislation Assemblyman
Jerry Green sponsored to ensure resi-
dents entering into lease agreements
with landlords are aware of their per-
spective rights.

The measure (A-3266) would pro-
vide $250,000 to the state Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA)
to distribute the “Truth in Renting”
booklet.

“There are no winners in rental dis-
putes,” said Assemblyman Green (D-
Union). “When an argument over rental
properties escalates, it often results in
the tenant moving out early and the
landlord losing back rent. This mea-
sure would ensure both renters and
landlords are aware of their responsi-
bilities and rights prior to the signing
of a lease, preventing future disputes.”

The measure would require the
DCA to distribute the “Truth in Rent-

ing” booklet, a statement of rights
and responsibilities for landlords and
tenants in New Jersey, at no cost to
residents. The measure also would
require the DCA to post a printable
version of the booklet on its website.

Under current law, the “Truth in
Renting” booklet was updated and
distributed annually by the DCA at a
cost of $2 per booklet.

“In the long run, access to this
booklet would ensure a safer and more
financially secure renting experience
for both tenants and landlords alike,”
said Assemblyman Green.

Currently, booklets may be pur-
chased at: Landlord-Tennant Infor-
mation Service, P.O. Box 805, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625-0805.

The Assembly Housing and Local
Government Committee released the
measure five to zero. It now goes to
the Assembly Appropriations Com-
mittee for further information.

Joseph Farella Appointed
To WF Housing Commission
WESTFIELD – In an

effort to preserve
Westfield’s reputation as
Union County’s premiere
town, Westfield Council-
man James Foerst offi-
cially welcomed Joseph
Farella as a member of the
municipality’s Housing
Commission. Mr. Farella,
Executive Vice President
of the Mountainside-
based American United
Mortgage, and Westfield resident,
brings with him 17 years of Mort-
gage Banking and Real Estate Expe-
rience.

“Joe’s many years of experience
and insight in the local housing mar-
ket is matched by his commitment to
building strong communities where
families can pursue their dreams”,
says Councilman Foerst. “He brings
with him the vision and energy to
tackle the current housing dilemmas
facing Westfield’s diverse popula-
tion.”

“Westfield is a wonderfully dy-
namic place to live and work. I look
forward to contributing to its contin-
ued success for all residents,” said
Mr. Farella.

With a degree in economics from
the University of Maryland, Mr. Farella

Joseph Farella

lives in town with his wife
and two daughters.

“With housing prices
and property taxes sky-
rocketing, the town has an
increased legal and moral
obligation to preserve
housing opportunities for
our aging and lower in-
come population,” noted
Councilman Foerst, “I am
confident that Joe will be a
valuable resource for the

residents of the Town of Westfield in
tackling these obstacles.”

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Last Thursday, the county freehold-
ers moved ahead with plans to lease 45
acres of parkland the county owns to
the City of Summit. The acreage, lo-
cated off New Providence Avenue,
will be leased to the city at a dollar
annually for the next 50 years.

Summit will be responsible for devel-
oping playing fields, a passive recreation
area and the maintenance of the area
throughout the life of the agreement. The
board approved a resolution on October
21 formalizing the lease agreement.

Freeholder Daniel Sullivan said in a
press release issued by the county that the
agreement will benefit both Summit and
the county residents by providing “in-
creased recreational opportunities and open
space that improves their quality of life.”

The board also approved an ordinance
to bond $1.9 million for the purchase of
what is believed to be the last active urban
farm in Union County and perhaps one of
the last in New Jersey. The farm, estab-
lished in 1885, was used to raise cattle for
dairy, and grain for feed.

Located at 1229-1253 Cushing Road
in Plainfield, the farm contains a large
two-story farm-style home, detached barn,
in-ground pool, pasture fencing and live-
stock that includes cows and chickens,
which are used to produce dairy and eggs
that are sold to the general public.

The purchase of the six-acre farm,
which will continue to be under the
operation of the Peterson family who
will have a lifetime tenancy, brings the
total of land preserved under the county’s
Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Trust Fund to 127 acres. The fund, cre-
ated four years ago, is financed by a 1.5-
cent per $100 on assessed value of Union
County properties.

On another matter, the board took
action to establish funds to provide for
burials of indigent, unidentified or
unclaimed deceased persons who were

residents of Union County at the time
of their death.

According to Frank Guzzo, Depart-
ment of Human Services Director, coun-
ties used to be responsible for the burial
of indigent persons receiving Welfare
assistance. The county was reimbursed
for the bulk of the costs of burying
people receiving such assistance. How-
ever, new state legislation has shifted
the responsibilities of burying uniden-
tified and unclaimed bodies in addition
to the indigent, previously paid for by
municipalities, to counties.

“There isn’t an option,” Mr. Guzzo
told the board at its October 21 agenda
meeting. He said the county would not
be reimbursed for these costs. Mr. Guzzo
said the county deals with a few funeral
homes that provide for burials “at an
average cost” to the county.

According to the legislation passed
overwhelmingly by the legislature and
signed by Governor James McGreevey
in December 2002, the new law clears
up a conflict in a 1987 statute as to
whether county or municipalities are
to pay for burial costs.

Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada
has asked County Counsel Robert Barry
to review the county’s options. He noted
that although the New Jersey Association
of Counties opposed the legislation, the
state’s League of Municipalities, a much
larger organization, favored the statute.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion to enter into a contract with the
New Jersey Division of Criminal Jus-
tice, Office of the Insurance Fraud
Prosecutor, to continue the county’s
insurance fraud investigation program.
An assistant prosecutor and two de-
tectives will handle all insurance fraud
cases in the county by working with
local police departments, insurance
industry representatives and the Union-
Essex Auto Theft Task Force. The
county will receive state funding of
$300,676 to enter the program.

Bramnick Wants Inmates
To Pay for Incarceration

TRENTON – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) is the prime spon-
sor of the “Pay to Stay” bill
(A2951), which would require in-
mates in state correctional facili-
ties to pay for the cost of their
incarceration. This law would per-
mit the Commissioner of Correc-
tions to collect the costs of con-
finement from the prisoner.

“Each year it costs nearly $28,000
to incarcerate one inmate,” noted As-
semblyman Bramnick. “It is not fair
that law-abiding citizens are forced
to pay this exorbitant amount when
some inmates are financially able to
pay for their own incarceration costs.”

The determination of the inmate’s
assets would be ascertained from in-
formation contained in the pre-sen-
tence investigation report. The state
would collect their money by placing
a lien against the property and/or in-
come of each inmate confined in a
state correctional institution. An in-
mate whose assets are equal to or
below the median household income
(which is approximately $50,000)
would be exempt from this law.

Assemblyman Bramnick serves on
the Assembly Law and Public Safety
Committee, which released this bill on
October 21 and referred it to the As-
sembly Appropriations Committee.

Jennifer Oborne Joins
Westfield Law Firm

WESTFIELD – Lindabury,
McCormick & Estabrook announced
the addition of associate Jennifer
Osborne of Westfield, a Seton Hall
University School of Law 2003 gradu-
ate. Ms. Osborne is the firm’s 46th
attorney. She will be providing support
for the firm’s business, litigation and
personal legal services.

Ms. Osborne has worked for the last
year as law clerk for the Union County
Court’s Honorable Miriam Span, J.S.C.,
Presiding Judge, Chancery Part, Gen-
eral Equity and Probate Division, where
she reviewed papers submitted to the
court, performed research, and wrote
legal memoranda.

“It was a great experience working
for Judge Span. She is a great role
model for young lawyers and helped
me to apply the legal concepts I learned
in law school to the practical ‘real life’
aspects of the law,” Ms. Osborne said.
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