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You are cordially invited

to attend a

Lunch and Learn Workshop

reviewing your

401K Plan -

Is it compliant?

Is it top heavy?

Are you truly diversified?

Are your funds performing?

Are you monitoring your investment?

How much service and attention are you getting?

Spend an hour with us at:

Classic Thyme

161 East Broad Street

Westfield, NJ

November 17, 2004

12:00 PM to 1:30 PM

Sponsored by:

Boyle Horrocks Financial Services, LLC

RSVP 908-232-8977

Jay Boyle     Fred Horrocks CLU     Jean Martone

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

BALLOT QUESTION No. 1: Shall the Town of Westfield issue approximately
$10,000,000 of general obligation bonds to fund  the construction of a parking
structure on  municipal parking lots 1 and 8 between Prospect and Elm Streets,
which would contain approximately 500 total parking spaces and which bonds
would be supported by revenue derived from parking fees and mixed use
redevelopment fees resulting from approximately 19 residential units and
approximately 3,000 square feet of retail space, and, if necessary, the levy of ad
valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Town of Westfield?

I will continue to strive to earn your
confidence.”

Thunderous applause filled the ball-
room as Congressman Ferguson men-
tioned a key issue in the presidential
race saying, “We must and we will
continue to fight and win the War on
Terrorism. We must and we will work
to keep America and our families safe.”

He concluded by saying, “America is
facing some great challenges. Together
we will meet the challenge of tomor-
row.”

The Seventh Congressional District
includes parts of Union, Hunterdon,
Middlesex and Somerset County. Con-
gressman Ferguson resides in Warren
with his wife and four children when
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SP Race
tion this summer of an ordinance desig-
nating the downtown business district as
a Special Improvement District, the two
parties offered differing views on future
efforts aimed at reviving the downtown,
with the Democrats proposing a volun-
teer-based effort and the Republicans
saying that the next step was up to the
business community.

The twin victories on Tuesday ensures
that the council will be in all-Republican
hands until the next elections in 2006, when
three council seats will be up for grabs.

Despite the defeat, Democrats were
upbeat at the Italian-American Club,
where more than 100 supporters were
gathered.

“We gave it our best shot,” Mr. Baron
said, adding that he was “proud” of his
party’s efforts this year.

“A lot of people who were never in-
volved in town politics got involved this
year,” he said.

Mr. Baron, who served as Township
Attorney in 1999 and Assistant Township
Attorney in 2000, thanked his “hard-work-
ing volunteers” and expressed his hope that
they stay involved in local matters. Mrs.
Baldasarre called her initial run for elective
office “a wonderful experience,” although
she said she wasn’t sure whether she’d give
another try at local politics given the time
needed to devote to such an effort.

Voter turnout in Scotch Plains was
heavier than four years ago, with just
under 10,500 votes cast for mayor this
year versus about 9,100 in 2000. Mayor
Marks won 18 of the township’s 21 vot-
ing districts.

Voters Swarm to Polls,
In WF, Soundly Defeat
Parking Referendum

Ward 1 W1-% Ward 2 W2-% Ward 3 W3-% Ward 4 W4-% Total Total-%

Yes 666 18% 803 24% 820 26% 802 23% 3091 23%

No 3066 82% 2500 76% 2382 74% 2646 77% 10594 77%

Subtotal 3732 3303 3202 3448 13685

Total Voters 16435 80% Turnout 2750 Null Vote

Registered 20442 Includes absentee ballots.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Westfield voters
spoke out, and they spoke loudly,
against the proposed parking garage-
redevelopment project proposed for
Prospect and Elm Streets. In a land-
slide vote of 77 percent against and
23 percent for, the voters have given
the mayor and council their answer.

The non-binding referendum
asked voters to decide whether or
not they wanted the mayor and coun-
cil to move forward on a $10 million
project that would build 244 new
parking spaces and be supported by
19 residential units and 3,000 square
feet of retail, as well as increase in
on street meter fees and permit fees.

Wait times at the polls were up-
wards of 40 minutes on Election
Day with 80 percent of Westfield’s
20,441 registered voters casting bal-
lots (16,435), only 2,750 voters did
not answer the question. The polls
showed that no ward, or district
within a ward was in favor of the
project.

Ward 1 voters, where the project
was proposed to be located, spoke
the loudest with 82 percent saying
no. Ward 2 and Ward 4 residents
turned the garage down by 76 and 77
percent respectively. The vote was
highest in Ward 3 with 74 percent of
voters saying no.

“I think we’re all amazed it was

can’t see the council saying we’re
going to take this on.”

Mayor McDermott told The
Leader that now parking is “no longer
a political issue. It is a true manage-
ment issue.”

“I’m glad there’s been a decisive
resolution to this issue; one that
shows the voters are not only in-
formed on the fundamentals, but that
they had strong feelings as to what
the outcome should be,” First Ward
Councilman Sal Caruana told The
Leader. “I hope we can move for-
ward on seriously considering alter-
native and lower cost solutions to
increase our parking capacity.”

Founding member of WECARE
(Westfielders Concerned About Re-
sponsible Development) Ken
Sumner told The Leader that the
vote “tells us that the people of
Westfield were really against this
redevelopment plan. We’re thankful
the vote came out the way it did and
we look forward to educating the
public on further development is-
sues.”

WECARE member Allen
Solomon told The Leader, “The
members of WECARE brought the
full truth and explanation of the re-
development project and were re-
warded by the full cooperation of the
residents. We can only hope that the
mayor will now look into other meth-
ods and alternatives to solve parking

that big of a “no” vote,” Mayor Gre-
gory McDermott told The Westfield
Leader. He said that he is glad that
the council decided to put it up to a
vote. “Now we finally have closure
on whether or not we need to build
decks.”

While the mayor said the referen-
dum could be interpreted in many
ways, whether it was about parking,
redevelopment or taxes, he said that
he looks it as a “very loud and clear
– no deck.”

“I don’t see any way this council
or any future council will want to
build (a parking garage),” the mayor
said. “I’m not pushing this and I

problems without cost to the taxpay-
ers.”

Mr. Solomon said that the South
Avenue parking lot needs to be ex-
panded and that “all they (the coun-
cil) have done is increase parking
revenue with out improving park-
ing.”

WECARE member Sharon
Stockwell spoke to the crowd as-
sembled at the home of Robert
Nehring. “We have to thank all the
supporters and volunteers. But we
also have to thank the residents –
when they were given the proper
information they made an educated
decision and gave a resounding no.”

seat.
“I think it’s a mandate on what

Colleen has done in the past year,
getting extraordinary aid and creat-
ing an open forum” regarding the
downtown, Miss Mitchell stated, add-
ing she believes the governing body
should continue to work toward these
goals in the future.

“I am very happy tonight,” said
Mayor Mahr, who also thanked vot-
ers for supporting Miss Mitchell and
Mr. Higgins, whom she said believe
the same as she does regarding what
is best for Fanwood. “This is such an
affirmation of all the hard work,” the
mayor remarked.

“We were lucky and blessed to
have so many people working to-
gether as a team,” echoed Assembly-
woman Linda Stender, a former
Fanwood mayor and councilwoman
and currently the Democrat Commit-
tee Chairwoman for Fanwood. “It
tells me this administration is going
in the right direction.”

Republican supporters began to ar-
rive at Fanwood’s Sun Tavern around
9 p.m., shortly before the projected
results were aired. They enjoyed piz-
zas and cold drinks, watched cover-
age of the presidential and congres-
sional races, and awaited official word
about who won the local elections.

The numbers were confirmed just
before 9:30 p.m. Ms. Mawby and Mr.
Stroz arrived shortly thereafter, and

were greeted with applause from the
20 or so supporters who had as-
sembled there by the time of their
arrival.

“We fought a hard battle — this is
the first political thing we’ve ever
done,” said Ms. Mawby, who has
lived in Fanwood for 30 years.

She mentioned that, aside from per-
haps distributing more mailers and
palm cards, “we did everything you
could do,” including going door-to-
door more than once.

Concerning her future aspirations,
Ms. Mawby told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “I want to stay ac-
tive in politics — I find that I really
enjoy it.” She added the race “was a
great experience.”

Like Ms. Mawby, Mr. Stroz had
positive remarks about the race. He
told The Times, “we put up a really
good campaign.”

Regarding rivals Miss Mitchell and
Mr. Higgins, Mr. Stroz said, “It’s
tough to knock out an incumbent.
They pulled out all stops at the end.”

Mr. Stroz mentioned his and Ms.
Mawby’s door-to-door campaigning
as some of the most important work
they did, saying, “we walked the town
two to three times. It was tiring but
very enjoyable.”

Mr. Stroz finished by saying he had
no specific plans for his future in
politics. “We’ll leave that open,” he
commented.

DEMS Sweep FW Races, Cite
Work of Mahr Administration
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Freeholders
countability” as well as two-party rep-
resentation back to Union County gov-
ernment.

“I still believe that most people are
not familiar with this layer of govern-
ment,” said Mr. Arena.

Despite having a good understand-
ing of issues that face county govern-
ment and finding areas where Demo-
crats were vulnerable, County Repub-
lican Chairman Phil Morin said Repub-
lican candidates fought an uphill battle
in registration and fundraising to the
Democrats.

“We faced an over two to one regis-
tration disparity in Republican versus
Democrats,” said Mr. Morin. “This is a
disappointing result but we will re-
group and we’ll be back again next year
when the Governor’s seat is up for
grabs. And that race will have a differ-
ent dynamic.”

Mr. Morin said the GOP is reviewing
its legal options on whether to chal-
lenge Mr. Wohlrab’s election given the
fact he resigned weeks before he was
elected. Nancy Ward, who was named
to the board by Democratic Commit-
tee, is expected to finish the year re-
maining on Mr. Scutari’s term.

In other county government races, Sher-
iff Ralph Froehlich, a Democrat, was
elected to a 10th, three-year term over
Republican Peter Lijoi of Summit by a
tally of 108,894 to 55,556. County Surro-
gate James La Corte defeated Republican
challenger, Michael Panagos, a former
Westfield councilman, 100,840 to 55,556,
for his second term.

Congressman Ferguson
Easily Defeats Brozak
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Congress is not in session.
Former Marine Lieutenant Colonel

Brozak lost his bid for the 7th District
seat in the House of Representatives.

Mr. Brozak, whose campaign was out-
spent by a four-to-one margin by the
Ferguson campaign, conceded the race
telling the assembled crowd at the
Westwood that he had called Congress-
man Ferguson to offer his congratulations.

In his concession speech Mr. Brozak
thanked the numerous campaign staff-
ers on-hand at the event, in addition to
his family and a number of former
marines.

He spoke of a need for people to stay
involved in local politics, saying, “It is
so far from being over.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
CELEBRATING DEFEAT...Members of WECARE gather on Tuesday night to
celebrate the resounding defeat of the parking garage and redevelopment in
Westfield.

PRECIOUS RIGHTS…As others listen attentively, Fanwood resident Katia
Beltran, standing at center in back row, reads one of the Bill of Rights during the
September Project event that was held September 11 at the Fanwood Memorial
Library. Readings of the Bill of Rights was just one of many activities held that day
to honor democracy, citizenship and patriotism.

Fanwood Library Observes
Sept. 11 With Special Events
FANWOOD — As part of the world-

wide September Project, the Fanwood
Memorial Library, under the direction
of Children’s Librarian Susan Staub,
on September 11 invited the commu-
nity to reflect upon democracy, citizen-
ship and patriotism.

With the doors open for 24 hours, the
library hosted activities such as poetry
readings, family story times, a reading
of the Bill of Rights, a viewing of
Norman Rockwell’s “Four Freedoms,”
an improv performance by the Big
Apple Playback Theatre, bedtime sto-
ries, a candlelight vigil and voter regis-
tration. It also was amnesty day for
overdue library materials.

Citizens of all ages read the Bill of
Rights. Break-out groups discussed
freedom and the challenges facing de-
mocracy in an age of terrorism. One
group was led by Meaghan Kelly, a
junior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, whose in-depth knowledge of
the tenets of democracy greatly en-
hanced the discussion.

A new Fanwood resident, originally

from Peru, heard a mini-lecture from
Meaghan on how the Constitution and
the Bill of Rights were formed. He then
shared his own perceptions of American
democracy and freedom from a Peruvian
perspective. He said he felt very lucky to
be a beneficiary of such freedom.

The Big Apple Playback Theatre gave
an evening performance. Hannah Fox
and company acted out stories from the
audience. Some were related to Sep-
tember 11, while others recalled memo-
rable events in people’s lives, including
a funny story about a trip to Texas
Wieners II.

The September Project is a collec-
tion of people, groups and organiza-
tions working to create a day of engage-
ment, a day of conversation and a day of
democracy on September 11.

The project is funded by the Univer-
sity of Washington’s Walter Chapin
Simpson Center for the Humanities,
University of Washington’s Dean’s Of-
fice of the College of Arts and Sciences,
Humanities Washington, and the Wash-
ington Medical Librarians Association.

Jennifer Bauer Takes Part
In ‘Pathways to Politics’

SCOTCH PLAINS — Jennifer
Bauer of Scotch Plains, a junior at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, was among a group of
Cadette and Senior Girl Scouts from
around the country who recently
participated in a program entitled
“Pathways to Politics.”

Held for two weeks during the
summer, the program enabled these
young women to explore the power-
ful roles of women in government,
leadership and community activism.

The program was sponsored by
the Girl Scouts of Delaware-Raritan,
Inc. in partnership with the Center
for American Women and Politics at
Rutgers University.

Jennifer was selected through a
rigorous process based on her lead-
ership and involvement in her school
and community. An Honor Role and
High Honor Role student, she has
volunteered with the Scotch Plains
Public Library, the Girl Scouts, as a
tutor and as a docent at the Osborne
Cannonball House in Scotch Plains,
among other capacities.

She is a member of several award-
winning school choirs, the German
National Honor Society and the
Chemistry League. Additionally,
Jennifer is an officer in the German
Club and a Junior Varsity
Cheerleading Captain. She has also
been active in band and theater pro-
grams.

Her extracurricular activities also

include being a member of the Cal-
vary Episcopal Church in Summit’s
Youth Worship Committee and
Children’s Chapel Committee.

She has earned the Girl Scout Sil-
ver Award and had her Gold Award
project approved, and has received
other honors as well.

During the “Pathways” program,
Jennifer and her fellow Girl Scouts
met Jeanne Haddaway, a member of
the Maryland House of Delegates;
Maggie Moran, State Director of the
Office of United States Senator Jon
Corzine (D-NJ) and Philadelphia
Councilwoman Marian Tasco.

The “Pathways” participants also
completed a service project for
Elijah’s Promise Soup Kitchen,
which provided meals for over 100
homebound people and the disabled
in New Brunswick.

In addition to day trips to Eleanor
Roosevelt’s house in Val Kill, N.Y.
and Philadelphia’s National Consti-
tution Center, “Pathways” partici-
pants engaged in discussions, skill-
building sessions and leadership
training as part of the program.

They also spent three days in Wash-
ington, D.C., where they took spe-
cial tours of the White House, the
Hall of States and the Capitol Build-
ing. While there, they also met Sena-
tor Mary Landrieu (D-La.) and Con-
gresswomen JoAnne Emerson, a Re-
publican from Missouri, and Ellen
Tauscher, a California Democrat.

ROLE MODEL…Jennifer Bauer, right, a junior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, was among the Cadette and Senior Girl Scouts who recently participated
in “Pathways to Politics,” a leadership training program, during which they
visited important political landmarks, met various women leaders and performed
a service project. Jennifer is pictured above with Congresswoman JoAnne
Emerson, a Republican from Missouri.

DOWN ON THE FARM…Students in the Jumpstart classes at Brunner and
Evergreen elementary schools in Scotch Plains traveled to Alstede Farm,
where they had a hayride tour, met baby farm animals, learned about the
work of honey bees and climbed into the driver’s seat of a tractor. They also
picked pumpkins at a pumpkin patch. Pictured, above, Rock Valian picks his
favorite pumpkin.


