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Screenings to Be Held
For Flu Vaccine in SP

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Health Depart-
ment has been allocated a very lim-
ited amount of flu vaccine for town-
ship residents and is preparing to
distribute the vaccine according to
strict federal government guidelines.

The nationwide vaccine shortage
has led to long waiting lines in some
parts of country and rationing of vac-
cines that are available.

Scotch Plains officials will con-
duct a pre-registration next week for
those seeking a vaccine, with priority
to be given to persons 65 years of age
and older. Due to the extremely large
number of people seeking a vaccine
and the limited number available, all
applications will be reviewed and
those qualifying will be randomly
selected from a pool. Those chosen
will be notified of the date when the
vaccine will be distributed, likely the
week prior to Thanksgiving.

The pre-registration will take place
at the Municipal Building on Park
Avenue on Tuesday, November 9 from
noon to 4 p.m., Wednesday, Novem-
ber 10 from noon to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8
p.m. and on Friday, November 12
from noon to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m.

Anyone under the age of 65 such as
persons age two to 64 with underlying
chronic medical conditions, women who
will be pregnant during the flu season,
residents of nursing homes and long-
term care facilities, children age 6
months-18 months on chronic aspirin
therapy, health care workers involved in
direct patient care and out-of-home
caregivers and household contacts of
children younger than six months old
who feels they are in need of a vaccine
will require a physician’s note.

Further, up-to-date information
about the vaccine program and next
week’s pre-registration process will
be available on the township’s special
flu hotline at (908) 322-0275.
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By BETSEY BURGDORF
and ED COONEY

Specially Written for The Times

Supporters of Congressman
Michael Ferguson (R-7)  slowly trick-
led in to his Election Night party held
at the Grand Summit Hotel. By 9
p.m., the banquet room was full of

Ferguson Easily Defeats Brozak
To Win Third Congressional Term

people ranging from very old to very
young.

Frequent cheers interrupted the
broadcast of the presidential race ev-
ery time it was announced President
George W. Bush had won another
state. It was apparent which Presi-
dential candidate Congressman
Ferguson followers supported.

Excitement began to mount even
before Congressman Ferguson left
his pressroom and joined the celebra-
tion as the congressional results indi-
cated he would almost certainly win
reelection for his third term. By 10
p.m., Democrat Steve Brozak had
called to concede the race. The final
poll results indicated that Congress-
man Ferguson took 153,639 or 57
percent of the votes while Mr. Brozak
claimed 41 percent of the votes total-

ing 111,413. Congressman
Ferguson’s margin of victory was a
hearty 42,226 votes.

Congressman Ferguson’s entou-
rage began to take the stage as his
supporters got to their feet and began
to cheer for the man they had success-
fully reelected to office.

Congressman Ferguson took the
podium with his wife Maureen by his
side. After a few minutes, the audi-
ence began to quiet down and Con-
gressman Ferguson began his accep-
tance speech.

“Tonight because of you and by the
grace of God, we are victorious once
again. It is a tribute to you and all your
great work,” he told his supporters. “I
am humbled tonight that once again
you have asked me to lead this charge.

Republicans Sweep In Mayor
And Council Race in S. Plains

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
and Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
were both re-elected to second four-
year terms on Tuesday, beating Demo-
crats Andrew Baron and Barbara
Baldasarre by margins that were slim-
mer than their election victories four
years ago.

Unofficial tallies showed Mayor
Marks, who won Scotch Plains’ first
direct mayoral election in 2000, win-
ning 5,780 votes to Mr. Baron’s 4,703,
a margin of 55 percent to 45 percent.
In the 2000 mayoral race, Mr. Marks
defeated Democrat Geri Samuel by a
60 to 40 percent margin. Mrs.
Coronato, who is also Deputy Mayor,
received 5,428 votes to Mrs.

Baldasarre’s 4,824, a 53 to 47 percent
margin, narrower than Mrs.
Coronato’s 58 to 42 percent margin
of victory in 2000 over Democrat
Peter Tripet.

With the votes counted shortly be-
fore 9 p.m. on Tuesday, Mayor Marks
addressed a crowd of about 40 Re-
publican supporters at the township
Rescue Squad headquarters on Bartle
Avenue, saying he was “pleased” and
“flattered” by his victory.

“We won this election all along,”
he said, noting that the Republican
side had outdone its Democrat oppo-
nents in fundraising, mailings, lawn
signs and challengers at the polls. He
said he was “looking forward to four
more years.”

Mrs. Coronato, who ran unsuccess-

fully for Township Council in 1998
before winning her seat two years
later, told supporters that “we were
right on the issues and people saw
that.” She said it was “so heartwarm-
ing to Marty and me to see all the
people who came out to support us.”

Both the mayoral and council races
were dominated by discussions over
property taxes and downtown revital-
ization, with the Republicans defend-
ing their stewardship of local finances
and calling for a statewide effort to
reform the property tax system, while
the Democrats charged the GOP-con-
trolled council with excessive local
property tax hikes and lax oversight
of the township budget.

In the wake of the council’s rejec-

DEMS Sweep FW Races, Cite
Work of Mahr Administration

By  DAVID GIALANELLA
and SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

Democrats swept in Fanwood
Tuesday for the second year in a
row, with Council President
Katherine Mitchell winning her
three-year term and Joseph Higgins
named to his first term on the Bor-
ough Council.

Unofficial tallies showed Miss
Mitchell to be the top vote getter,
with 2,008. Mr. Higgins garnered
1,939, followed by Republican chal-
lengers Maureen Mawby, with
1,610, and Joel Stroz, with 1,582.

“I want to say thank you to the
voters for having trust in me,” Miss
Mitchell told reporters at Borough

Hall after the election results came in.
“It’s an honor. I think they know I
always do my best.”

A short time later, during a rousing
celebration at the South Street Café in
Fanwood, Miss Mitchell again ac-
knowledged the support given her
and her running mate, telling a throng
of well-wishers, “You are all part of
this because you all had a role in it.”

Mr. Higgins, who was recently
named to fill out the unexpired term
of former Councilman Michael
Brennan this year, after the latter re-
signed, also expressed his gratitude to
the voters.

He additionally credited Miss
Mitchell, a 50-year resident of the
borough, with helping make him bet-

ter known to Fanwood residents
during door-to-door campaigning.
“She had huge coattails,” he re-
marked.

Both Miss Mitchell and Mr.
Higgins also attributed their dual
win to the work done during the
past year by Mayor Colleen Mahr
and her administration in such ar-
eas as property tax relief and down-
town development efforts.

In 2003, Mayor Mahr, Council-
woman Donna Dolce and Council-
man Jack Molenaar achieved a triple
Democrat victory in Fanwood. With
Tuesday’s results, their party main-
tains a 5-2 majority on the govern-
ing body, including the mayor’s
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Democrats Will Keep 9-0 Hold On County Freeholder Board;
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich Reelected to Serve Record 10th Term

By MATTHEW MARINO
and PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

Democrats were victorious Tues-
day night in holding on to four seats
on the county’s freeholder board. The
victory ensures that the party will
continue to hold a 9-0 majority in
2005. Republicans have not won a

freeholder election since 1994 and
have not held a seat on the board since
1997.

Incumbents Daniel Sullivan of
Elizabeth, 95,540, and Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford, 95,481, and
running mate Adrian Mapp of
Plainfield, 91,680, defeated Republi-
cans Patricia Quattrocchi of Garwood,

64,632; Frank Arena of Westfield,
65,841, and Joe Renna of Cranford,
65,074. Mr. Mapp will replace the
retiring Lewis Mingo of Plainfield.

In the race for an un-expired seat,
Democrat John Wohlrab of Linden
garnered 89,799 votes to defeat Re-
publican Bruce Paterson of Garwood
who received 66,779. They were run-
ning for the un-expired term of Nicho-
las Scutari, who resigned upon his
election to the state senate.

Mr. Wohlrab, who was named by
the county’s Democratic committee
to fill the vacancy last March, re-
signed last month after he was ar-
rested and charged with Domestic
violence. Mr. Wohlrab’s name ap-
peared on election ballots Tuesday.

During a victory celebration at
L’Affaire in Mountainside, Free-
holder Sullivan was excited about the
margin of victory for the Democrats.

“When you win by 37,000 votes,
that’s a fabulous effort,” Freeholder
Sullivan said. He acknowledged that

Democrats continue to make strides
in towns that used to vote Republican
such as Westfield and Summit.

“I never get tired of winning,” he
added.

Freeholder Kowalski, who was just
named to the board in September to
replace Mary Routolo of Westfield
who resigned, was elected to her first
full three-year term.

“I am proud to be with this ticket in
this county,” she said.

Charlotte DeFilippo, Union County
Democratic Committee Chairwoman,
acknowledged the efforts of volun-
teers in helping to produce Tuesday’s
victory.

“The county changed...it changed
because of you...and the people here,”
said Ms. DeFilippo. “Victory is

sweet.”
While watching election returns

coming in at The Westwood in
Garwood, Mr. Arena felt the GOP
needs to do a better job of getting
their message across to voters. He
also believes dividing the county into
three freeholder districts would be
the best way to bring “focus and ac-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
V IS FOR VICTORY...Union County Democrats swept in the Board of Chosen
Freeholder race. Pictured, from left to right, are: Adrien Mapp, Bette Jane
Kowalski and Dan Sullivan, who will each serve three-year terms.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
ALL SMILES...Surrogate James LaCorte, left, and Sheriff Ralph Froehlich,
center, poses with State Senator Raymond Lesniak during the Election Night
celebration at L’Affaire in Mountainside.

Fred Rossi for The Times
ONE MORE TIME...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, right, and Council-
woman Paulette Coronato celebrate their reelection on Tuesday night.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
GROUP HUG...Fanwood Democrats celebrate their election sweep Tuesday
night. Pictured, from left to right, are: Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Mayor
Colleen Mahr, Councilman Jack Molenaar, Councilwoman Donna Dolce, Coun-
cil President Katherine Mitchell and Councilman Joseph Higgins.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Times
ACCEPTING THE WIN...Congressman Mike Ferguson, right, with his wife,
Maureen, by his side, accepts the win for his third Congressional term.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
CELEBRATING...Scotch Plains Democrat Chairman Ken Lipstein, left, Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr, second from left, Scotch Plains resident Barbara Baldasarre,
center, and Fanwood Councilman Joseph Higgins celebrated the Union County
Freeholders win on Tuesday night.


