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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GODSPEED…Area soldiers of the New Jersey National Guard headquartered in Westfield leave for active duty at Fort
Drum, New York in preparation for war last Thursday. The streets were lined and the air was filled with applause from
many hundreds of well-wishers, family and the entire high school student body.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ON THE MOVE…Soldiers of the New Jersey National Guard headquartered
in Westfield ready their vehicles last Thursday in preparation for driving to
Fort Drum, N.Y.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LEGISLATIVE EDUCATION…Senator Tom Kean, Jr. from the 21st Legislative District went to Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield to speak to fourth graders to prepare them for their field trip to the Senate House in Trenton next
week. While there, Senator Kean heard from students who proposed a bill to make asparagus the state vegetable.
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County Freeholders Pass Budget;
Candidate Critical of Increase

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

As expected, officials passed the
2004 operating budget at the May
20 meeting of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. Free-
holders voted to increase the budget
approximately 7 percent from last
year’s $355.9 million budget.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella,
who headed this year’s budget com-
mittee, commended the committee’s
work, noting that Union County went
from a $27.5 million budget deficit
in 2003 to a $5 million surplus this
year.

Mirabella said that this year’s bud-
get recognized savings through state
and federal grants, a new inmate-
processing fee, and programs such
as the early retirement program. The
early retirement program alone
saved over $4 million, according to
Mirabella. He added that 2004’s
budget cut over $1,000,000 through
savings in negotiations with insur-

ance carriers and a hiring freeze.
“This budget allows us to invest

in the necessary projects like roads
and bridges, parks and recreational
programs and services to the aged
and people in need,” said Mirabella.

Freeholder Lewis Mingo praised
the budget committee, saying, “the
budget always gets criticized” by
members of the public. He recog-
nized that while the economy is under
constant scrutiny, the budget increases
would result in additional services for
the residents of Union County.

“You can’t improve people’s qual-
ity of life without some expense,”
said Mingo.

Bruce Paterson, a Republican can-
didate vying for a freeholder seat
this year, disapproved of the planned
budget increase.

“You can’t improve people’s qual-
ity of life without some expense,”

--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.

“The last couple of years, obviously,
this budget to me is spiraling out of
control,”
--Republican Freeholder Candidate--Republican Freeholder Candidate--Republican Freeholder Candidate--Republican Freeholder Candidate--Republican Freeholder Candidate

Bruce PatersonBruce PatersonBruce PatersonBruce PatersonBruce Paterson

“The last couple of years, obvi-
ously, this budget to me is spiraling
out of control,” said Paterson.

Paterson noted that while the bud-
get hearing was open to the public
for comment, only three or four
people were in attendance.

He told the board that while a lack
of citizen turnout may indicate sat-
isfaction with the budget, it was not
the case. Paterson said he has heard
complaints concerning the budget,
and that the biggest complaint was
the increase itself.

“You really are here to serve the
taxpayers and contain the budget as
much as possible,” Paterson said.

The freeholder candidate saw no
reason for a 7 percent increase,
which he labeled “unwarranted.” He
added that, if elected to the free-
holder board, he would do some-
thing to combat the increase.

“You may have it in your mind
that they (the increases) are war-
ranted, but something jumping up 5,
7, 10, 12 percent a year is not war-
ranted,” said Paterson.

Union County Equalized Valuation, 2003
Westfield $5,058,451,887 10.36%

Summit $5,042,787,368 10.32%

Elizabeth $5,017,269,001 10.27%

Union $5,011,321,341 10.26%

Linden $3,881,909,275 7.95%

Cranford $2,925,830,691 5.99%

Scotch Plains $2,893,383,358 5.92%

Berkeley Heights $2,564,694,899 5.25%

Springfield $2,084,658,327 4.27%

Plainfield $1,930,913,586 3.95%

Rahway $1,914,296,824 3.92%

New Providence $1,856,780,721 3.80%

Clark $1,810,250,722 3.71%

Hillside $1,354,105,317 2.77%

Mountainside $1,307,282,944 2.68%

Kenilworth $1,124,037,141 2.30%

Roselle Borough $1,033,192,482 2.12%

Roselle Park $811,583,888 1.66%

Fanwood $789,601,241 1.62%

Garwood $423,225,773 0.87%

Winfield          $13,269,167 0.03%

Total County Property            $48,848,845,953

Property Evaluations,
Local Debt Examined

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
and LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

This article will be the first in a series
of stories on property evaluations and
debt throughout the area including
Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Union County.

* * * * * * *

All townships in the state of New
Jersey have their property evaluated
by the State Treasury Department
who determines the equalized valu-
ation of each municipality. The valu-
ation is used to determine several
things, including the amount of taxes
payable to the county. Figure one
shows the equalized valuation for
2003 for each of the 21 towns in
Union County from highest to lowest
valuation. In 2003, the total county
property was valued at approximately
$48.8 billion.

Westfield’s property carried the
greatest value, totaling $5.1 billion
or 10.36 percent of the total county
worth. The property evaluations for
Summit, Elizabeth and Union were
very close to that of Westfield. Note
that the chart does not account for
population or land area, but merely
total property value. From the chart
it can be determined that Westfield
paid more taxes to Union County
than any other municipality in 2003.

According to state statute 40A.2-
6, all municipalities in New Jersey
are allowed to incur debts up to 3.5
percent of their equalized valuations.
It is not known if this limitation
includes debt incurred by the school
system or not. The county is allowed
to incur debts up to 2 percent of the
assessed valuation, or, in the case of
Union County, up to almost $1 bil-
lion. However, amendment 1571 pro-
vides loopholes to exceed these limi-
tations in some cases, such as issues
of public health, necessary improve-
ments, or other specified areas. The
amendment points out that excessive

debt incurred by the school district
can hinder municipal projects under
40A2-6.

In many cases, payment on bonds
may be arranged to increase from the
first year the bond is issued until it is
paid off. As a result, the financial
impact of bonds may not always be
felt immediately. Depending on the
nature of a project and financing
terms, bonds may span typically from
10 to 40 years at varying interest
rates.

The Westfield and Scotch Plains
municipal clerks and the Westfield
Board of Education provided this
newspaper with the debt information
requested, promptly and without
charge. Fanwood Borough provided
the information promptly but charged
$21 as allowed for by the Open Pub-
lic Records Act. Requests made to
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School

District were submitted by phone
and in writing, but were not made
available as of press time. Similarly,
Mountainside Borough had not re-
sponded as of press time, but the
Mountainside Board of Education
provided the information request
promptly and without charge.

The following is a breakdown of
the outstanding debts of Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood munici-
pal governments and the Westfield
Board of Education. The remainder
of the debt data including
Mountainside Borough and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
will be discussed in future articles.

As of 2003, the equalized valua-
tion for Westfield is approximately
$5.06 billion. The municipal gov-
ernment is $13.5 million in debt
through bonds and bond anticipation
notes, including this year’s capital
projects. This puts the municipal debt
at 0.3 percent of the equalized valu-
ation. On a percentage basis,
Westfield municipal government is

Unidentified Odor at Beechwood School
Closes Classroom, Prompts Investigation

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation meeting Tuesday night began
with a discussion of the unidentified
odor that had forced one first grade
classroom to evacuate and three oth-
ers to turn off their air conditioning,
which is thought to be the source of
the problem.

The odor was detected two weeks
ago at Beechwood School and is
believed to have originated in the
hallway. The Board of Health was
called and the first grade class most
affected by the odor was moved to
the music room.

Beechwood was plagued with mold
after construction by Ciro Randazzo
Building, Inc. was halted upon his
removal from the job. Holes left in
the roof allowed water to seep into
the building causing a severe mold
problem. Extensive mold
remediation was done prior to the
opening of the school and it was
deemed mold free when the doors
were finally opened to students and
staff in January.

The odor is thought to be of an
organic nature, such as rotting leaves
or cardboard, not that of a decaying
animal. Air conditioning units were
taken apart and cameras were in-
serted into the ducts but were unable
to locate a source. Holes were made
in the walls to further investigate the
source of the problem but turned up
nothing.

The board has hired Enviro Tech-
niques, Inc. to perform mold air sam-
pling. They will also perform ozone
treatment and odor control in the
HVAC ducts in classrooms 110, 111,
116 and 117. The odor treatment that
will be performed, called OdorX, is
a non-toxic treatment used to cancel
out all odors.

The air sampling results will be
done this week and the results are
expected by the middle of next week.

In the meantime, the air condition-
ing units are only being run at night
in the effected classrooms. During
the day, windows and doors are be-
ing left open in order to remove the
smell so that the classrooms can be
utilized.

Parents were upset that they were
not notified of the situation and found
out through their children. Chief
School Administrator Dr. Gerard
Schaller told those in attendance,
“We will be investigating everything
and a letter will be going out to all
parents.”

In other news, Alexander Caffrey
was honored with the Rosenstiehl
Scholarship Award. Mr. Rosenstiehl,
a 40-year resident of Mountainside
left a stipend to be awarded to one
accomplished graduate of Deerfield
School. Teachers in recommenda-
tion letters described Mr. Caffrey,
who accepted the award from Board
President Peter Goggi, as “a free
spirited, grounded young man whose
actions with peers and teachers come
naturally.” He will receive $1,000
per year for the next four years to
offset tuition at the college of his
choice.

The dedication of Beechwood
School will be held on Sunday, June
6, from 3 to 5 p.m. The dedication of
a plaque and a tour of the school will
be part of the ceremony.

The ad hoc committee formed to
discuss busing issues will have its

first meeting tomorrow. They are
looking for any resident who has
ideas or concerns about the issue to
either join the committee or forward
their comments to the board. Anyone
interested should contact Board Ad-
ministrator Paul Vizzuso at (908)
232-3232 extension 142.

When asked about the search for a
new chief school administrator Mr.
Goggi stated, “We are very close
and I can’t tell you any more than
that.” He did say that the search has
been narrowed down to three candi-
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SID Returns
With $75,000

Study Request
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

An ordinance to appropriate
$75,000 out of the capital budget for
engineering and design work on the
downtown will be put before the
Westfield Town Council in the com-
ing weeks. After over an hour of
discussion, it was unclear whether
the ordinance would pass, with mem-
bers of the council unsure if they
would move forward with over $1
million in improvements in the down-
town.

The council has discussed the
Downtown Westfield Corporation’s
$1 million request over the past
month, but was unable to agree on
spending money on aesthetic im-
provements such as new sidewalks,
trees and lights.

DWC Chairman Allen DeRose
made the $75,000 request at Tuesday
night’s council meeting. He said that
while the DWC has agreed to pay for
half of the improvements, they would
not pay their portion of the $75,000
until the entire project is imple-
mented.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said that the $75,000 was
not the best use of taxpayer money.

Both he and First Ward Council-
man Sal Caruana said that the coun-
cil should decide whether to move
forward on the $1 million project
before appropriating the $75,000.
Both councilmen said that it was not
right to spend money for engineering
work on a project if it wasn’t going to
happen.

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse said that while he didn’t
object to investing in the downtown,
he would not sign off to spend
$400,000 on trees.

Second Ward Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan supported the entire
project and said that she didn’t want
to spend $75,000 to see the plans put
on the shelf.
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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SIGNALING HOPE…Bagpiper Matt Glackin of Clark and a Sergeant with
the Elizabeth Police Department sets the tone for festive times at the fundraiser
for the Center of Hope Hospice charity on May 20 at the Northside Trattoria
in Westfield. Several thousands of dollars were raised, aided by about 100
patrons and donation of the restaurant facility by owners Chris and Tim
Boyle. Pictured above, from the left, are: Event Chair Monica Bergin, Tim
Boyle, Chris Boyle, Matt Glackin and Auziliary President Marie Sloan. The
charity can be reached in Scotch Plains at (908) 654-3711 or by e-mailing
info@centerforhope.com.

Police Seek Volunteers
For TEAM Program
WESTFIELD -- The Westfield

Police Department has instituted a
program of educatio the public about
the need to observe the posted speed
limits for the safety of children, pe-
destrians and motoring public. The
TEAM (Traffic Enforcement And
Monitoring) Program, under the di-
rect supervision of the Westfield
Police Department trains civilians in
the use of radar equipment to moni-
tor the speeds on the roadway. Citi-
zens, following a training period, are
assigned street locations to observe
and enumerate the speeds of travel-
ing vehicles. This information is then
forwarded to the police department
who follows through with appropri-
ate notification.

In order for this program to be
successful adult volunteers are
needed to be trained as part of TEAM.
The time committment would be a
couple of hours a month.

For more information, or to volun-
teer, contact officer Lisa Perrotta at
(908) 789-6039.

Field House Opening
Scheduled on June 9

in less debt than Fanwood and Scotch
Plains municipal governments (0.78
percent and 0.68 percent respec-
tively).

This year, The Town of Westfield
intends to spend $1 million on recre-
ation improvements, including a turf
field and over $1 million on various
road improvements. The municipal-
ity lists the pool separately as a util-
ity with an outstanding debt of over
$2 million, but this number is in-
cluded in the total debt in this article.

Fanwood’s equalized valuation is
$789,601,241. Fanwood is currently
in debt for approximately $5.6 mil-
lion, or 0.78 percent of their valua-
tions. This does not include the debt
of the regional school district. Most
of Fanwood’s capital projects have
been for sewers, roads, curbing, and
other various capital improvements.

Scotch Plains has a current debt of
$15.9 million with an equalized valu-
ation of $2,893,383,358, which
makes their debt 0.68 percent of
their valuation.

The Westfield School System is
approximately $26.268 million in
debt. This includes the bond referen-
dums that were passed for school
construction in 1999 and 2001.

This puts Westfield at a total of
approximately $39.8 million in debt
or 0.79 percent of their equalized
valuation.

The Mountainside School system
is $4.8 million dollars in debt, pri-
marily for the Beechwood and
Deerfield School projects.

* * * * * * *
Michael Pollack contributed to this

article.
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Evaluations,
Local Debt

‘Loyalty to Bucknell’ Award
Given Posthumously to Husch

WESTFIELD – Don Husch, a late
resident of Westfield, will be hon-
ored with the Loyalty to Bucknell
Award during Reunion Weekend cer-
emonies on June 5.

The award is given for extraordi-
nary service, dedication and com-
mitment to alma mater. Mr. Husch,
who passed away on May 8, was
notified of the award before his death.

Mr. Husch graduated from
Bucknell in 1954 with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Commerce and
Finance. An Army veteran, he worked
for Hudson Paper for 18 years before
beginning a career in real estate.

Following graduation, he served
as president of the Northern New Jer-
sey Bucknell Alumni Club for 15 years.
He also served as Reunion Chairper-

son or Reunion Gift Chairperson for
his 40th, 45th and 50th reunions.

In addition to his Bucknell activi-
ties, Mr. Husch was a director of Little
League baseball in Westfield. A trustee
of the Westfield Men’s College Club,
and member and trustee of the Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield.

Mr. Husch and his wife, Peggy, are
the parents of three children: Brad,
Cheri and Donna.

Reverend Nancy McClure
Named to Phi Kappa Phi

WESTFIELD – The Reverend
Nancy McClure, a graduate student
majoring in special education at
Shippensburg University in Pennsyl-
vania, has been inducted into the
university’s chapter of Phi Kappa Phi
Honor Society. A 1973 graduate of
Westfield High School, she is a 1977
graduate of Grove City College and a
1983 graduate of Princeton Seminary.

TEAM EFFORT…Members of the Garden Club of Westfield make short work
of planting new shrubs, flowers and trees around the Westfield Board of
Education building at the corner of Elm and Walnut Streets on a recent sunny
Saturday. Local nurseries provided the plants at a discount to the board. School
maintenance employees used backhoes and shovels to carve out the beds.
Garden Club members helped plant the 250 specimens in a little over three
hours. Pictured at their task, from left to right, are: Jane Curtis, Rosemary
Shire and Ruth Paul.

dates and “we are about to com-
mence talking to a finalist.”

Once an offer has been made and
accepted by a candidate, the public
will have a chance to meet them at
an open forum. No date has yet been
set.

A parent confronted the board on
a situation concerning a third grader
who brought an inappropriate item
to school. “The situation was
handled,” Dr. Schaller assured her.
When asked if the police were noti-
fied he replied, “Yes, they were.”
The Mountainside Police confirmed
that there was an incident involving
a student who brought bullets to
school but couldn’t comment fur-
ther because the episode involved a

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Unidentified Odor at School
In MS Prompts Investigation

juvenile.
The board assured one resident in

attendance that a specific bullying
program is in place at both
Beechwood and Deerfield School
in accordance with a state mandate.
The anti-bullying program was
implemented three years ago and is
outlined in a five-page contract that
states the specifics of the program.
A copy of the program can be ob-
tained by calling the board office.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

Virginia Tech Reports
Hamtil Graduation

MOUNTAINSIDE – Jonathan
Hamtil of Mountainside received a
Bachelor of Science degree in Hu-
man Nutrition, Foods, and Exercise
from the College of Agriculture and
Life Sciences at Virginia Tech in
Blacksburg, Va. on May 14.

Broadbent Receives
Degree from MICA
WESTFIELD – Maryland In-

stitute College of Art (MICA) in
Baltimore, Md. Has reported that
Westfield resident James Patrick
Broadbent graduated as part of its
commencement class on May 17.

An illustration major at MICA,
James is a 2000 graduate of
Westfield High School. He is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Broadbent of Westfield.

At MICA, James was involved
in the illustration department and
his artwork was included in sev-
eral illustration exhibitions at the
college.
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Mrs. Howell Remembered
For Community Service

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD -- Former Execu-
tive Director of the Westfield Com-
munity Center, Ernestine Howell,
died on Friday in Seaford, Va.

Mrs. Howell served with the cen-
ter 35 years, from 1957 to 1969 and
again from 1981 to 2003. She began
as assistant director to her mentor,
the late Reverend Leroy Scurry, who
was then executive director. During
her tenure, she was also program
director and had been Executive Di-
rector of the center since 1988.

She was also active in the Westfield
Ministerium.

A fundraiser for the center’s pro-
grams, she was a mentor to hundreds
of children and an advocate for se-
niors. During the mid-1970s to 1980s,
Mrs. Howell served as Executive
Director of the Leaguers in Newark

and she worked as the Head Start
Director for Plainfield’s Second
Street Youth Center.

She has been recognized over the
years by a variety of groups and
organizations for her dedication to
community service, including being
honored in 2003 by the Roselle chap-
ter of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People
for a “lifetime of community ser-
vice.”

“She leaves a definite legacy not
only in this agency but in the com-
munity,” said Westfield Community
Center Executive Director Thelma
Smith. “She was short in stature (but)
a beautiful and powerful woman.”

Mrs. Howell was predeceased by
her daughter, Nikki Howell. She
leaves two sisters, two brothers and a
granddaughter, as well as nieces,
nephews and friends.

SAFETY FIRST…School crossing guards Dolores Sherry and Mike Coughlin are
pictured with Student Council officers from Tamaques Elementary School in
Westfield following a recognition ceremony held in the school library. Organized
in conjunction with the BRAKES (Bikers, Runners And Kids are Entitled to
Safety) Group, a pedestrian safety organization in Westfield, this was an oppor-
tunity for students to express their gratitude to individuals who keep the streets
surrounding the school safe for pedestrians. The students presented the crossing
guards with thank you notes and drawings to show their appreciation.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence Goldman said that the en-
gineering work could facilitate re-
ceiving grant money to do the rest of
the project.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said
that the “the biggest improvement to
downtown would be to add parking.”

An ordinance will be drafted and
could be put before the council for a
formal vote as early as next week. In
order for the ordinance to pass, it
needs two-thirds of the council’s sup-
port.

In other business, the council dis-
cussed a resolution to demolish a
home at 750 East Broad Street.

Town Administrator James Gildea
said that because the property is the
subject of a rejected application to
build a parking lot, and is now being
appealed in court, the item should be
removed from the agenda.

According to Richard Brightman,
who was sitting in for Town Attorney
Robert Cockren, the site plan needs
to be approved before the demolition
permit can be issued.

Councilman Caruana questioned
if there was no board activity could
the council deny a hearing for a
home demolition.

Brightman said that if the future
purpose of the property was a single
family home then the council couldn’t
act.

Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst questioned if the council could
ask all applicants their intent before
approving a demolition.

Gildea said that he would have
Brightman research the issue further
to “make sure we’re not denying
where we don’t have power to.”

Third Ward Councilman Andrew
Skibitsky reported to the council that
the Public Works Committee met
and discussed what the town can do
to assist residents who are experi-
encing flooding because neighbors
have re-graded.

Gildea said that while the matter is
currently deemed a civil matter, the
town can deny a certificate of occu-
pancy on new construction if there
are drainage problems.

Sunday, June 27, from 4 to 8 p.m.
is the tentative date set for a celebra-
tion of the town being one of the
winners of the Great American Main
Street Award. The celebration would
be on Elm and Quimby Streets.

Adam Yoffie to Embark
On Leadership Internship

WESTFIELD – Duke University
student and Westfield resident Adam
Yoffie has been selected by the
university’s Hart Leadership Pro-
gram to participate in its 2004 Ser-
vice Opportunities in Leadership
(SOL) program.

Adam will conduct field-based
internships in domestic and inter-
national locations this summer and
will take a capstone seminar in the
fall.

He is a rising junior from Westfield
majoring in political science with a
concentration in international rela-
tions. He is a Robertson Scholar.

The son of a Reform rabbi, Adam
teaches Hebrew School to third grad-
ers at Judea Reform in Durham.
Adam spent last summer interning
at AID Atlanta, a non-profit HIV/
AIDS organization.

This summer, he will work with
Gun Free South Africa researching
and designing activities for South
African youth regarding gun vio-
lence and the Firearms Control Act.

James Wade Receives
Recognition at Delbarton

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
James Wade was recognized during
an awards convocation ceremony on
May 25 for his participation and
achievement to the student yearbook,
“Archway” at Delbarton School in
Morristown.

WESTFIELD – A ribbon-cutting
ceremony and tour of new field house
for Westfield High School (WHS)
girls’ athletics will be held on
Wednesday, June 9, at 7 p.m. at the
WHS Girls’ Field House on Rahway
Avenue (across from Edison Inter-
mediate School, located at 800
Rahway Avenue) in Westfield.

The ceremony will begin at the
Rahway Avenue entrance to the new
field house. Parking is available
across the street at Edison Interme-
diate School. Visitors will have the
opportunity to tour the facility. Light
refreshments will be served.


