
SIXTY CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 46TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 22-46 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.goleader.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.
Thursday, May 27, 2004

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
GODSPEED…Area soldiers of the New Jersey National Guard headquartered in
Westfield leave for active duty at Fort Drum, New York in preparation for war
last Thursday. The streets were lined and the air was filled with the applause of
many hundreds of well-wishers, family and the entire high school student body.

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-7

Obituary ........ 8, 18
Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-16

Real Estate .... 12-18
A&E.............. 19-20

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

County Freeholders Pass Budget;
Candidate Critical of Increase

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

As expected, officials passed the
2004-operating budget at the May
20 meeting of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. Free-
holders voted to increase the budget
approximately 7 percent from last
year’s $355.9 million budget.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella,
who headed this year’s budget com-
mittee, commended the committee’s
work, noting that Union County went
from a $27.5
million budget
deficit in 2003 to
a $5 million sur-
plus this year.

Mirabella said
that this year’s budget recognized
savings through state and federal
grants, a new inmate-processing fee
and programs such as the early re-
tirement program. The early retire-
ment program alone saved over $4
million, according to Mirabella. He
added that 2004’s budget cut over
$1,000,000 through savings in ne-
gotiations with insurance carriers
and a hiring freeze.

“This budget allows us to invest
in the necessary projects like roads
and bridges, parks and recreational

programs and services to the aged
and people in need,” said Mirabella.

Freeholder Lewis Mingo praised
the budget committee, saying, “the
budget always gets criticized” by
members of the public. He recog-
nized that while the economy is
under constant scrutiny, the budget
increases would result in additional
services for the residents of Union
County.

“You can’t improve people’s qual-
ity of life without some expense,”

said Mingo.
Bruce Paterson,

a Republican
candidat vying for
a freeholder seat
this year, disap-

proved of the planned budget in-
crease.

“The last couple of years, obvi-
ously, this budget to me is spiraling
out of control,” said Paterson.

Paterson noted that while the bud-
get hearing was open to the public
for comment, only three or four
people were in attendance.

“You can’t improve people’s qual-
ity of life without some expense,”

--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.

“The last couple of years, obviously,
this budget to me is spiraling out of
control,”
--Republican Freeholder Candidate--Republican Freeholder Candidate--Republican Freeholder Candidate--Republican Freeholder Candidate--Republican Freeholder Candidate

Bruce PatersonBruce PatersonBruce PatersonBruce PatersonBruce Paterson

He told the board that while a lack
of citizen turnout may indicate sat-
isfaction with the budget, it was not
the case. Paterson said he has heard
complaints concerning the budget,
and that the biggest complaint was
the increase itself.

“You really are here to serve the
taxpayers and contain the budget as
much as possible,” Paterson said.

The freeholder candidate saw no
reason for a 7 percent increase,
which he labeled “unwarranted.” He
added that, if elected to the free-
holder board, he would do some-
thing to combat the increase.

“You may have it in your mind
that they (the increases) are war-
ranted, but something jumping up
5, 7, 10, 12 percent a year is not
warranted,” said Paterson.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
FOR A GOOD CAUSE...Residents gathered at Brookside Park on Saturday for
the Jim Airey charity game that benefits Lou Gherig’s Disease.

Property Evaluations and Debt
In Surrounding Towns Analyzed

Union County Equalized Valuation, 2003
Westfield $5,058,451,887 10.36%

Summit $5,042,787,368 10.32%

Elizabeth $5,017,269,001 10.27%

Union $5,011,321,341 10.26%

Linden $3,881,909,275 7.95%

Cranford $2,925,830,691 5.99%

Scotch Plains $2,893,383,358 5.92%

Berkeley Heights $2,564,694,899 5.25%

Springfield $2,084,658,327 4.27%

Plainfield $1,930,913,586 3.95%

Rahway $1,914,296,824 3.92%

New Providence $1,856,780,721 3.80%

Clark $1,810,250,722 3.71%

Hillside $1,354,105,317 2.77%

Mountainside $1,307,282,944 2.68%

Kenilworth $1,124,037,141 2.30%

Roselle Borough $1,033,192,482 2.12%

Roselle Park $811,583,888 1.66%

Fanwood $789,601,241 1.62%

Garwood $423,225,773 0.87%

Winfield          $13,269,167 0.03%

Total County Property            $48,848,845,953

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
and LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

This article will be the first in
a series of stories on property
evaluations and debt through-
out the area including Westfield,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Union County.

* * * * * * *
All townships in the state of

New Jersey have their property
evaluated by the State Treasury
Department who determines the
equalized valuation of each mu-
nicipality. The valuation is used
to determine several things, in-
cluding the amount of taxes
payable to the county. Figure
one shows the equalized valua-
tion for 2003 for each of the 21
towns in Union County from
highest to lowest valuation. In 2003,
the total county property was valued
at approximately $48.8 billion.

Westfield’s property carried the

greatest value, totaling $5.1 billion
or 10.36 percent of the total county
worth. The property evaluations for
Summit, Elizabeth and Union were

very close to that of Westfield.
Note that the chart does not ac-
count for population or land area,
but merely total property value.
From the chart it can be deter-
mined that Westfield paid more
taxes to Union County than any
other municipality in 2003.

According to state statute
40A.2-6, all municipalities in
New Jersey are allowed to incur
debts up to 3.5 percent of their
equalized valuations. It is not
known if this limitation includes
debt incurred by the school sys-
tem or not. The county is allowed
to incur debts up to 2 percent of
the assessed valuation, or, in the
case of Union County, up to al-
most $1 billion. However, amend-
ment 1571 provides loopholes to
exceed these limitations in some

cases, such as issues of public health,
necessary improvements, or other
specified areas. The amendment points
out that excessive debt incurred by
the school district can hinder munici-
pal projects under 40A2-6.

In many cases, payment on bonds
may be arranged to increase from the
first year the bond is issued until it is
paid off. As a result, the financial
impact of bonds may not always be
felt immediately. Depending on the
nature of a project and financing terms,
bonds may span typically from 10 to
40 years at varying interest rates.

The Westfield and Scotch Plains
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‘Sunset’ Provision
May Be Added

To SID Ordinance
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

Before the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council takes action on an ordi-
nance establishing a Special Improve-
ment District (SID) in the downtown
business district, the steering com-
mittee that crafted the details of the
SID earlier this year will meet to
discuss possibly adding a so-called
“sunset” provision to the ordinance
that would put a time limit on the
SID’s life and require formal action
to renew its existence.

At the end of a nearly three-hour
public hearing at its meeting on Tues-
day night, and after more than two
dozen property owners, business
owners and residents spoke for and
against the SID proposal, Council-
man Frank Rossi asked Seth
Grossman, a consultant hired last
year by the township to assist the
steering committee, if a renewal op-
tion was something that might be
considered to assuage some of the
concerns of the SID’s opponents.
Many in attendance seemed to be
worried that a SID and its budget,
and the property assessments to fund
it, could grow beyond the control of
those financing it.

Mr. Grossman said that Red Bank’s
SID, for one, was initially estab-
lished with a five-year time limit on
its operations.

Such a change to the Scotch Plains
ordinance is considered significant
enough to warrant continuing the
public hearing at the council’s Tues-
day, June 22 meeting.

It is expected that the 10-member
steering committee will meet some-
time in the next week to discuss how
many years any sunset provision
should be.

Mayor Martin Marks said this pro-
vision could make the ordinance
“more palatable to some” of the op-

ponents.
Prior to the council’s discussions

on the sunset option, approximately
25 speakers offered comments on the
ordinance, with those favoring the
SID slightly outweighing those in
opposition.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool
opened the hearing, which ended
just before midnight, with a defense
of the SID concept.

She listed what she called “reason-
able goals” for the SID’s initial year
of operation “that lay a foundation
for more ambitious goals” in later
years: hire an experienced full-time
professional manager; prepare and
distribute a brochure highlighting the
downtown business district; charge
the manager with organizing two
special events, with one focused on
the East Second Street corridor; cre-
ate a cooperative negotiation system
for such services as trash collection
and landscaping; and attract new
business and apply for grants.

Councilwoman Malool said a SID
will not be a redevelopment agency,
will not have powers of eminent do-
main or condemnation and will not
be an arm of the local government.
While she recognized the concerns
of some about the assessments being
proposed on downtown properties,
she urged property owners to look at
those levies as “an investment in
your future.”

Several members of the steering
committee spoke to the council and
urged passage of the ordinance.

Michael Locascio, a Westfield
Avenue property owner, cited the
potential of rising property values
and said that, according to his calcu-
lations, about two-thirds of the im-
pacted properties will be paying a
$550 annual assessment, which is
the second lowest rate in the six-

SP Council Approves
Parking Restrictions
Near Brunner School

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township
Council on Tuesday evening gave
its approval to an ordinance that
prohibits parking or stopping a ve-
hicle on a section of Cedar Brook
Road next to Brunner Elementary
School.

The council originally was set to
vote on the ordinance at its May 25
meeting, but tabled it after a resi-
dent said there were already signs
posted in the area that prohibited
parking, stopping and standing, the
same proscriptions outlined in the
new ordinance.

However, Mayor Martin Marks
said that an investigation over the
past two weeks found there was an
ordinance in force relating to the
existing signs.

Parents dropping off their chil-
dren have been pulling into Cedar
Brook Road, a dead-end street, and
then backing up in order to exit
Cedar Brook Road, a situation the
police department feels creates a
hazardous condition.

The new ordinance prohibits
stopping or standing on both sides
of Cedar Brook Road between 8
a.m. and 4 p.m. on school days.

The council also approved a
$99,045 capital ordinance, the pro-
ceeds of which will be used for
ongoing field improvements at Park
Middle School. The funds are part
of an unexpended fund balance
originally in a bond ordinance
passed several years ago to fund
potential ballfield development ac-
tivities in the Ashbrook Reserva-
tion.

In 1999, the county and the town-
ship reached a tentative agreement
to develop a piece of the reserva-
tion into ballfields, but the county
later decided not to go forward
with that project.

The council also approved a reso-
lution appropriating $20,500 for
new tables, benches and playground
equipment at Green Forest, Kramer
Manor and Greenside Parks.

At the start of the meeting, Brian
Mahoney was formally sworn in as
a Captain in the Police Depart-
ment. Capt. Mahoney, who as-
sumed his new post on May 1,
joined the Police Department in
1987 after a brief stint in Westfield
and was promoted to Sergeant in
1995 before moving up to Lieuten-
ant two years ago.

The council passed a resolution
authorizing the annual township
auction of certain un-needed items,
mostly property confiscated by the
local police. The auction, presided
over by Deputy Mayor Paulette
Coronato, will be held on Satur-
day, June 19.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool
announced that the annual summer

FW Awaiting Decision
On Extraordinary Aid

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Fanwood’s mayor and council was
held a special meeting on Monday
night to hold a final discussion of the
municipal and capital budgets and to
handle other business matters.

In discussion of the municipal bud-
get, Mayor Colleen Mahr announced,

“We are waiting for word from Tren-
ton on the extraordinary aid pack-
age. We will hold discussion of the
budget at the July 6 agenda meeting
and July 13 council meeting, and
hope to adopt the budget at the July
13 meeting.”

She added that the borough is look-
ing to have tax bills out in the mail
around Wednesday, July 28. Due to
this, the delinquency date will be
extended.

“Taxes are technically due on Au-
gust 1, and usually the late date is
August 10, but we will extend the
late date to August 20.”

In other business, the final pay-
ment due to Panalosa & Calderone
Asphalt Co. is being made for addi-
tional police traffic coverage that
was required for the repair project
done to the Sheelen’s Crossing bridge.

Mayor Mahr reported that she had
a meeting with the Department of
Transportation (DOT), and was in-
formed that the borough will be re-
imbursed by the DOT for this ex-
pense.

“We asked about this reimburse-
ment and we will receive it. This is
an example of ‘If we don’t ask, we
will never know’,” said Mayor Mahr.

The council passed a resolution
extending a DOT grant from June 2,
2004 to June 1, 2005. The grant is for
the upcoming Sheelen’s Crossing
pedestrian bikeway bridge.

Councilman Jack Molenaar an-
nounced a resolution to hire a profes-
sional planner, T&M Associates, to
assist the borough in the site applica-
tion review for “a major project” at
300 South Avenue. Councilman
Stuart Kline raised an objection,
wishing to hear bids from more than
one planner.

Councilman Molenaar explained
that this planner comes very highly
recommended, and the borough will

David B. Corbin for The Times
UNION COUNTY BASEBALL CHAMPIONS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School varsity baseball team cel-
ebrates after defeating Roselle Catholic, 3-1, in the Union County Tournament championship game at Memorial Field
in Linden on May 22. Catcher Kevin Urban gets his head rubbed after catching a difficult foul popup for the final out.
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Horace R. Corbin for The Times
SIGNALLING HOPE…Bagpiper Matt Glackin of Clark and a Sergeant with
the Elizabeth Police Department set the tone for festive times at the fundraiser
for the Center of Hope Hospice charity on May 20 at the Northside Trattoria in
Westfield. Several thousands of dollars were raised, aided by about 100 patrons
and donation of the restaurant facility by owners Chris and Tim Boyle. Pictured
above, from the left, are: Event Chair Monica Bergin, Tim Boyle, Chris Boyle,
Matt Glackin and Auziliary President Marie Sloan. The charity can be reached
in Scotch Plains at (908) 654-3711 or by e-mailing info@centerforhope.com.
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Evaluations,
Local Debt

municipal clerks and the Westfield
Board of Education provided this
newspaper with the debt information
requested, promptly and without
charge. Fanwood Borough provided
the information promptly but charged
$21 as allowed for by the Open Pub-
lic Records Act. Requests made to
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District were submitted by phone
and in writing, but were not made
available as of press time. Similarly,
Mountainside Borough had not re-
sponded as of press time, but the
Mountainside Board of Education
provided the information request
promptly and without charge.

The following is a breakdown of
the outstanding debts of Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood munici-
pal governments and the Westfield
Board of Education. The remainder
of the debt data including
Mountainside Borough and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
will be discussed in future articles.

As of 2003, the equalized valuation
for Westfield is approximately $5.06
billion. The municipal government is
$13.5 million in debt through bonds
and bond anticipation notes, includ-
ing this year’s capital projects. This
puts the municipal debt at 0.3 percent
of the equalized valuation. On a per-
centage basis, Westfield municipal
government is in less debt than
Fanwood and Scotch Plains munici-
pal governments (0.78 percent and
0.68 percent respectively).

This year, The Town of Westfield
intends to spend $1 million on recre-
ation improvements, including a turf
field and over $1 million on various
road improvements. The municipal-
ity lists the pool separately as a util-
ity with an outstanding debt of over
$2 million, but this number is in-
cluded in the total debt in this article.

Fanwood’s equalized valuation is
$789,601,241. Fanwood is currently
in debt for approximately $5.6 mil-
lion, or 0.78 percent of their valua-
tions. This does not include the debt
of the regional school district. Most
of Fanwood’s capital projects have
been for sewers, roads, curbing, and
other various capital improvements.

Scotch Plains has a current debt of
$15.9 million with an equalized valu-
ation of $2,893,383,358, which
makes their debt 0.68 percent of
their valuation.

The Westfield School System is
approximately $26.268 million in
debt. This includes the bond referen-
dums that were passed for school
construction in 1999 and 2001.

This puts Westfield at a total of
approximately $39.8 million in debt
or 0.79 percent of their equalized
valuation.

The Mountainside School system
is $4.8 million dollars in debt, pri-
marily for the Beechwood and
Deerfield School projects.

* * * * * * *
Michael Pollack contributed to this

article.

tiered assessment formula being pro-
posed.

The ordinance calls for a property
to be assessed according to its as-
sessed value, with levies ranging from
$250 to $2,000.

John Appezzato presented the
council with a petition containing
about 70 signatures of those oppos-
ing the SID. Saying that “Scotch
Plains has different problems than
others like Westfield and Cranford,”
Appezzato worried that “assess-
ments will eventually increase in
future years” and said more specif-
ics were needed beyond the five
goals listed by Councilwoman
Malool.

“Scotch Plains is not ready for a
SID,” he said.

Ray Pardon, a downtown business
owner, told the council he had signed
the petition, but “it doesn’t mean I’m
against a SID.” His concern was the
lack of goals and the fact that small
businesses, already struggling to con-
trol costs, will be hurt as their rents
would be increased by property own-
ers passing on their SID assessments
to their tenants.

Mr. Pardon added that a SID will
lack power to affect some of the
changes needed to revitalize down-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

‘Sunset’ Provision May Be
Added to SID Ordinance

town Scotch Plains, such as rezon-
ing, sign ordinance changes and sub-
dividing property.

Yet, when Mayor Marks asked him
what his recommendation to the
council would be, Mr. Pardon said he
would advise a vote in favor of the
ordinance.

Steve Goldberg, President of the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association and head of the
steering committee, urged passage
and also read statements from other
committee members who were un-
able to attend Tuesday’s hearing.

A statement from Park Avenue busi-
ness owner Barry Gaunt urged the
council to, “not let yet another oppor-
tunity to slip through our fingers.”

Seymour Stein, a steering commit-
tee member who owns a commercial
office property on Front Street and
operates a business on East Second
Street, spoke skeptically about the
SID, although he called it the “only
salvation for the downtown for the
time being.”

He said he was not satisfied with the
way the SID was formed and said that
only a handful of steering committee
members had a vested interest in down-
town as owners of property.

Near midnight on Tuesday, after
the council agreed to defer a vote on
the ordinance until the sunset provi-
sion was fleshed out, Councilwoman
Malool told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that, “if people would
be more comfortable” with such a
provision, “then we should do it.”

She called the evening’s comments,
in sum, “a general agreement that
people want to improve the down-
town.”

GROWING…Brunner Elementary
School in Scotch Plains held the An-
nual Garden Work Day on May 18.
Due to the participation of parent vol-
unteers, each of the 173 children in all
of the Pre-K and Kindergarten classes
was able to work in the garden. Funds
for this year’s planting project were
received from an AT&T Cares Grant
and the Brunner School Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA). Donations
of annuals, perennials and garden deco-
rations were received from Brunner
families. The event was organized and
coordinated by Bernadette Hoyer, Pre-
K teacher, as well as Rebecca Maioriello
and Sandra Cepparulo of the PTA
Garden Committee. The Children’s
Garden was begun in 1996 by Mrs.
Hoyer and her Pre-K classes and has
continued to grow. Pre-K student An-
drew Garofalo digs a hole to add a new
plant to the garden.

Rabadeau Graduates
Lycoming College

concert series at Alan Augustine
Park next to the Municipal Build-
ing will begin on Thursday, July 8,
and continue every Thursday
through the end of August. Perfor-
mances begin at 8 p.m., with a
children’s show at 7 p.m.

Because the state’s primary elec-
tion will be held on Tuesday, June
8, the council’s next regular meet-
ing will instead be held on Wednes-
day, June 9.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains resident Russell Rabadeau
received a bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness management from Lycoming
College in Williamsport, Pa. dur-
ing commencement ceremonies on
May 9.

THE IMPORTANCE OF EXERCISE…Last month, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district participated in its annual Chemical Dependency Awareness Week,
during which students participated in a variety of activities designed to inform
them of the dangers of substance abuse. Evergreen Elementary students enjoyed
a special “Gym Day” hosted by Ray Ciecwisz, pictured above, with second grade
students. Students participated in a variety of athletic games and were reminded
that exercise is healthy and is a great alternative to drug use. Each station was then
followed by a short anti-drug message and discussion time.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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BBBBBECOMEECOMEECOMEECOMEECOME     AAAAA     SUBSCRIBERSUBSCRIBERSUBSCRIBERSUBSCRIBERSUBSCRIBER:::::
CCCCCALLALLALLALLALL (908) 232-4407 (908) 232-4407 (908) 232-4407 (908) 232-4407 (908) 232-4407

not be paying anything for the plan-
ner, it will be fully covered by the
developer of the project. The resolu-
tion passed to hire T&M Associates,
with Councilman Kline casting the
only no vote.

Two bids were awarded to Jenicar
Builders, one for a reconstruction
project on North Avenue, between
Forest Road and Martine Avenue,
and the second for reconstruction of
Second Street, between Coriell and
Old South Avenue.

Two ordinances were passed: the
first for appropriating funds from
capital surplus for capital improve-
ment projects, in the amount of
$888,973; the second amended an
existing ordinance, re-appropriating
monies from one project to another.

A meeting to discuss the proposed
budget will be held on Tuesday, June
1, at 7:30 p.m. at Borough Hall. All
budget meetings are open to the pub-
lic.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Budget

Adam Connolly Granted
Bachelor of Arts Degree

FANWOOD — The College of
Mount Saint Vincent in Riverdale,
N.Y. has reported that Fanwood resi-
dent Adam Connolly received a Bach-
elor of Arts degree during the
college’s 92nd Annual Commence-
ment Ceremonies on May 15.

Daniel Ingram Elected Mayor
Of Junior Statesman Chapter
SCOTCH PLAINS – Daniel

Ingram, a sophomore at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) was elected Mayor of the
New Jersey Region of Junior States-
men of America (JSA) during the
organization’s spring state conven-
tion in Woodbridge from April 17
to 18.

JSA is a national debate and gov-
ernment club for high school pupils.
The New Jersey region is the largest
in the country, comprised of about

30 chapters and approximately 600
members.

Daniel is the first SPFHS student
to be named to a regional position
in the chapter’s history. This past
year, he represented the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood chapter on the re-
gional level as State Assembly Rep-
resentative and also served as Di-
rector of Debate for the New Jersey
Region.

In his mayoral post, Daniel will
oversee all JSA chapters in New
Jersey and will be responsible for
planning statewide conferences and
for selecting and managing a cabi-
net.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Ingram of Scotch Plains, Daniel’s
term will commence on Tuesday,
June 1, and run through the next
school year.

Virginia Tech Places Local
Pupils on Spring Dean’s List
AREA – Local students enrolled

at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Va.
have been placed on the Dean’s List
for the spring 2004 semester.

Adam Ortyl and Alyssa Sams, both
of Scotch Plains, were placed on the
roster. Adam, a sophomore, and
Alyssa, a senior, are both majoring
in computer science at the College
of Engineering.

Fanwood resident Lenore
McMillion was named to the list.
She is a sophomore, majoring in
hospitality and tourism management
in the R.B. Pamplin College of Busi-
ness.

Fellow Fanwoodian Brian
Toregersen, a sophomore majoring
in general engineering in the Col-
lege of Engineering, was also a
Dean’s List honoree.

Berkeley Heights students Meagan
Butler and Gregg Nelson were also
named to the roster.

Meagan is a sophomore majoring

in human nutrition, foods and exer-
cise in the College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences.

Gregg is a junior majoring in in-
dustrial design in the College of Ar-
chitecture and Urban Studies.

Ernestine Howell Remembered
For Tireless Community Service

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Former Execu-
tive Director of the Westfield Com-
munity Center, Ernestine Howell,
died on Friday in Seaford, Va.

Mrs. Howell served with the cen-
ter 35 years, from 1957 to 1969 and
again from 1981 to 2003. She began
as assistant director to her mentor,
the late Reverend Leroy Scurry, who
was then Executive Director. During
her tenure, she was also program
director and had been Executive Di-
rector of the center since 1988.

She was also active in the Westfield
Ministerium.

A fundraiser for the center’s pro-

grams, she was a mentor to hundreds
of children and an advocate for se-
niors. During the mid-1970s to 1980s,
Mrs. Howell served as Executive Di-
rector of the Leaguers in Newark and
she worked as the Head Start Direc-
tor for Plainfield’s Second Street
Youth Center.

She has been recognized over the
years by a variety of groups and
organizations for her dedication to
community service, including being
honored in 2003 by the Roselle chap-
ter of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People
for a “lifetime of community ser-
vice.”

“She leaves a definite legacy not

only in this agency but in the com-
munity,” said Westfield Community
Center Executive Director Thelma
Smith. “She was short in stature (but)
a beautiful and powerful woman.”

Mrs. Howell was predeceased by
her daughter, Nikki Howell. She
leaves two sisters, two brothers and a
granddaughter, as well as nieces,
nephews and friends.

FW Artist Will Exhibit
At Specialized Hospital

FANWOOD — Fanwood resident
Virginia Cranwell’s wildlife paint-
ings will be included in Children’s
Specialized Hospital’s (CSH) art ex-
hibition June and July.

The Auxiliary at CSH sponsors
monthly exhibits. All artwork is avail-
able for purchase with a portion of
sales benefiting the Auxiliary.

Admission is free and exhibits can
be viewed from 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
by entering through CSH’s East Wing
entrance, 150 New Providence Road
in Mountainside. For information,
please call (908) 233-3720, exten-
sion no. 5379.


