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Dylan Wallace of Westfield
Wins Wallenberg Award

WALLENBERG WINNER…Dylan Wallace, an eighth grader at Edison Inter-
mediate School in Westfield, earned the Wallenberg Foundation Award. Dylan
is pictured with Joan Stein, whose parents were rescued by Wallenberg and,
who wrote an award-winning documentary film about her parents’ survival.

WESTFIELD — Dylan Wallace,
an eighth grader at Edison Interme-
diate School in Westfield, is the re-
cipient of the Wallenberg Honors
2004, named to honor Raoul
Wallenberg whose efforts are cred-
ited with rescuing 100,000 Jews from
concentration camps during World
War II.

The Wallenberg Foundation of
New Jersey presented the award to
Dylan on May 6.

Thousands of applications for the
award were narrowed down to a few
dozen finalists. She was selected from
both Union and Hudson County
middle school finalists for exempli-
fying “in word and action the cour-
age and compassion of Raoul
Wallenberg.”

For two and one-half months,
Dylan collected new and used shoes
for needy families in the Dominican
Republic. Her dentist, Dr. Phillip
Graye, who volunteers his time to
provide dental treatment to children
in third world countries, inspired her.

He told her how he had witnessed
a little girl trying to fit her foot into
a pair of shoes that were entirely too
small. Dylan had visited the Domini-
can Republic with her family and
remembered seeing the poverty level
of so many residents.

Dylan began her project by post-
ing signs and collecting shoes in her
school and local community. She
sorted through them in her garage,
then boxed and delivered them to
Robert Wood Johnson Hospital. A
resort owner who heard of her efforts
paid for shipping.

Thanks to Dylan, over 500 pairs of
shoes are now in the Dominican Re-
public, and hopefully that little Is-
land girl found one to fit her size.

Dylan said she “was surprised by
the award,” and only wanted to “help
those in other countries who need so
much.”

The Wallenberg Honors Program
recognizes middle and high school
students who “stand apart from oth-
ers through his/her demonstration on
a consistent basis of the concept of
‘the power of one,’ the idea that one
individual can take the opportunity
for positive action in his/her daily
experiences. . . and to perform ac-
tions demonstrating a commitment
to the principles of courage and com-
passion.”

The Wallenberg Foundation pre-
sented Dylan with a trophy and a
plaque. She also received a short
documentary film produced by Joan
Stein, whose parents were rescued
by Raoul Wallenberg. Dylan gifted
the film to the Edison Intermediate
School library.

Edison Principal Cheryl O’Brien
described Dylan as “an extraordinary
young lady, who is very creative.”

“She turns her creativity into find-
ing new ways of reaching out to
others and doing what she can to
make their lives brighter,” said Prin-
cipal O’Brien. “If the question for
each of us is, ‘Do your actions some-
how make the world better’? Dylan
is one person for whom the answer is
a resounding yes.”

Dylan is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Beth Wallace.

Grandparents Day Marked
At Jefferson Elementary

SPECIAL VISITORS…Fifth grade students from Jefferson Elementary
School in Westfield demonstrated their computer skills for their grandpar-
ents during the school’s first annual “Grandparents Day.”

WESTFIELD – The grandpar-
ents of fifth graders at Jefferson
Elementary School in Westfield
were invited to visit the school
during its first annual “Grandpar-
ents Day” celebration on May 7.

The grandparents explored the
classrooms and the students dem-
onstrated their computer skills,
shared writing assignments and
explained science projects.

Many comparisons were made
between the modern classroom en-

vironment and curriculum versus
the lessons learned by grandpar-
ents when they attended elemen-
tary school.

After experiencing the school’s
hands-on interactive activities, the
grandparents attended the fifth grade
Spring Concert, which was held for
all students and families on May 19.

This year’s theme included a
selection of songs from the 1950s,
all sung by the school’s Fifth Grade
Chorus.

Scholarship Recipients Told
By Musical Club of Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Scholarship
Awards Committee of the Musical
Club of Westfield has named 11
music students as the recipients of
the organization’s scholarship
awards, totaling $19,000 for the
2004-2005 academic year.

Six of the 11 pupils: Carl Baron,
Gabrielle Fazio, Laura Kavinski,
Stephanie Pearl, Jeanne Marie
Schwartz and Michael Sherry, are
new scholarship winners. Three re-
cipients are high school seniors, who
will major in music at the college
level, and two recipients are college
juniors already majoring in music.

The five remaining recipients,
David (Andy) Bhasin, Elizabeth
Grausso, Nerida Heller, Krista Joham
and Delsa Slaugh, are continuing their
musical studies and maintaining high
scholastic records as a requirement
for keeping their
scholarship sup-
port from the Mu-
sical Club.

A Westfield
resident, Carl is
the winner of the
first Helene Reiter
Frieland Scholar-
ship. He studies
cello with Marion
Feldman at the Manhattan School of
Music-Preparatory Division. He also
received the 2004 New Jersey
Governor’s Award in Arts Education.

In 2003, Carl was Principal Cellist
with the New Jersey All-State Or-
chestra and performed with the Na-
tional High School Honors Orches-
tra, conducted by Jose Serebrier. For
three years, Carl has been a member
of the New Jersey Youth Symphony,
where he has twice been awarded a
Bergen Scholarship in their annual
concerto competition.

Carl will major in cello perfor-
mance with Richard Aaron at the
Cleveland Institute of Music in Cleve-
land, Ohio in the fall.

Gabrielle, a Cranford resident, plans
to pursue a career in music education
with an emphasis on vocal perfor-
mance. As a soprano, she was se-

lected for both the
Central New Jersey
Regional Chorus
and the New Jersey
All-State Chorus.

An officer in the
Cranford High
School (CHS) Con-
cert Choir, Gabrielle
is also a cellist in the
CHS Orchestra. She

will attend the University of Michi-
gan in Ann Arbor, Mich. in the fall.

A Fanwood resident, Laura is a
junior at Catholic University of
America (CUA) in Washington, D.C.
She is majoring in vocal performance.

Laura has performed in three dif-
ferent vocal en-
sembles at CUA,
and was a soloist
in a performance
of Duruflé’s Re-
quiem at the Na-
tional Cathedral
in Washington,
D.C. She was also
a cast member in
Die Zauberflote,
and considered
for one of the lead roles. She has also
chaired props and served as stage
manager for several CUA produc-

tions.
Stephanie, a Cranford resident, will

begin her studies as
a vocal perfor-
mance major at
Wagner College in
Staten Island, N.Y.
in the fall.

Active in CHS
ensembles, includ-
ing the select Mad-
rigal Choir, she held
membership in the

New Jersey Regional and All-State
Choruses. She was Tri-M Music Honor
Society Vice President and Diversity
Club President. Cast in three CHS
m u s i c a l s ,
Stephanie por-
trayed Madame
Thenardier in Les
Misérables as a se-
nior.

Jeanne Marie, a
Scotch Plains resi-
dent, has just fin-
ished her fifth se-
mester at
Montclair State University in
Montclair. As a student of Sandra
Darling, she is pursuing a Bachelor of
Music degree in Vocal Performance.

In addition to presenting her junior
recital in February, she performed
portions of three roles in the Montclair
State Opera Workshop in April.

Jeanne Marie was also a cast mem-
ber in Il Trovatore with the Amato
Opera of New York City. She will
take a German language course this
summer in Vienna.

Michael, a Westfield resident, will
attend the American Musical and
Dramatic Acad-
emy in New York
City as a major in
musical theater
this fall.

Active in
Westfield High
School (WHS)
musicals during
all four of his high
school years, Michael held roles in
Children of Eden, 42nd Street, Pi-
rates of Penzance, and Evita.

He was a member of all WHS
select choirs, as well as the New
Jersey Regional Chorus. An Eagle
Scout, he has been a member of the
Westfield Fife and Drum Corps for
10 years, as well as the WHS March-
ing Band for four years.

Former Musical Club of Westfield
scholarship recipients will continue
to receive financial support for the
organization.

David, the Rachel Hylan Memo-
rial Scholar, will be a senior at New
York University, where he is major-
ing in violin performance.

Elizabeth will be a senior at
Vanderbilt University in Nashville,
Tenn., where she is majoring in flute
performance.

Nerida, a piano performance ma-
jor, will be a sophomore at Oberlin
College in Oberlin, Ohio.

Kristin, the Mary Jean Coffelt
Memorial Scholar, will be a senior
at the Cincinnati Conservatory of
Music with a major in French horn
performance.

Delsa, the Janet Grimler Gleason
Memorial Scholar, will be a sopho-
more at Brigham Young University
in Utah, majoring in music educa-
tion.
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PEER PARTNERSHIP…On May 13, over 200 peer leaders and their adult
mentors from 11 middle schools across New Jersey gathered at Edison Interme-
diate School in Westfield in the New Jersey Peer to Peer program called “Marches
On.” Pictured, above, are students from Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate
Schools. Students and adults were presented a program on understanding body
image. Following these programs, student leaders will reach out to their peers
over the course of the school year through interactive student-led workshops.

GL Students Capture Top
Honors in ‘TechXplore’ Fair
BERKELEY HEIGHTS — For the

fourth consecutive year, Governor
Livingston High School’s (GL) ex-
tracurricular science team, the Project
HomePage Team, took top honors in
a nationwide Internet-based science
fair, currently called “TechXplore.”

Each year, GL’s Project HomePage
team assembles to brainstorm a new
way in which technology can be used
to improve the world.

The students conduct Internet
searches throughout the year to see if
their idea could work and prepare a
series of web pages that explain their
proposal to the judges.

This year, the students’ project,
“Faraday’s Dream,” grapples with
the challenge of finding an alternate,
clean and renewable energy source,
specifically generating electricity in
space using the earth’s magnetic field.

Their proposal, which can be

viewed at the Berkeley Heights Pub-
lic Schools website
(www.bhs.k12.nj.us), has again
earned the team top honors and a trip
to Washington, D.C. to receive their
award, on Tuesday, May 25.

This year’s team members,
coached by physics teacher, Dr.
Jennifer Martino, include
Chandrani Mondal, Jessica
Davison, Brian Wu, Lawrence Yau,
Albert Tsai,  Ian Vo, James
Muehlner, Pedro Neto, Craig Gorin,
Veena Venkatachalam, Rosalie Yan,
Molly Zhang, Andrew Gennaro,
Christopher Chan, Mark
Campasano, and Emily Kushner.

The team receives additional sup-
port from radiation expert John
Riley, formerly of Agere, who has
mentored this team for the past four
years, and Joseph Martino, GL sci-
ence teacher.

 


