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Lauren Pass for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TIGERS COME TO TOWN...On Thursday, May 20, Tiger Cubs from Jefferson
School in Westfield visited the office of The Westfield Leader and The Times to
learn about newspapers. They learned the “5 Ws” of writing – who, what, when,
where and why.

Resident Urges Others to Speak Out
In Favor of Arthritis Research

Arthritis is the nation’s number one
cause of disability among Americans 15
years and older. Arthritis affects the young
and old. It does not discriminate.   Nation-
ally, one out of three people suffer from
the debilitating disease (300,000 of whom
are children). In New Jersey alone, over 2
million people are affected.

Increased funding is needed to help
manage and reduce the impact of arthri-
tis and provide programs and services
to enhance quality of life.  However, the
Quality of Life Initiative Act signed
into law by Governor Whitman in 1999,
has been cut from $634,000 to $232,000
for the 2004 fiscal year.  The state’s two
regional Arthritis Centers, funded by
the initiative, now only receive $116,000
each, a fraction of the original appro-
priation.

The Arthritis Foundation has been
educating legislators on the urgency
and importance of regaining lost fund-
ing.  In addition, the New Jersey Chap-
ter of the Arthritis Foundation is work-
ing to identify a directed source of
funding to increase financial support
for arthritis-related programs to at least
$1.3 million.

As May is Arthritis Awareness Month,
I encourage everyone, especially those
with arthritis, to voice your concern
about the funding cuts.  As Outreach and
Exercise Coordinator for the Arthritis
Foundation New Jersey Chapter, I have
experienced time and time again the
devastating affects arthritis has on the
quality of life for so many people in New
Jersey.  On a personal note, I face my
own battle each day as arthritis contin-
ues its relentless journey.

Contact Governor McGreevey and the
offices of your state legislators and tell
them how important it is to increase
arthritis funding to $1.3 million.  Re-
mind our elected officials that if left
untreated, arthritis will end up costing
more in increased health care and other
costs.

To contact Governor McGreevey, visit
w w w . s t a t e . n j . u s / g o v e r n o r /
govmail.html, call  (609) 292-6000 or

write to P.O. Box 001, Trenton, NJ
08625.  To reach your senator or mem-
ber of the assembly, visit
www.nj leg .s ta te .n j .us /members /
legsearch.asp, members section, and
click on Find Legislators. For more in-
formation on arthritis or the New Jersey
chapter of the Arthritis Foundation, visit
www.arthritis.org.

Kathy Geller
Westfield

Recent Letters Regarding Approval
Of School Budget Show Disregard

On May 16, two letters appeared in
The Star Ledger praising the passing of
the school budget in Scotch Plains. Both
of these were very upsetting and show a
callous disregard for the impact on many.
I would like to point out that neither one
mentioned the cost. This budget resulted
in an increase of $384.00 to an average
home owner in the township. Further,
the authors, Lance Porter or Elizabeth
Murad, did not mention the increases in
the previous three years. These were
8.68 percent, 8.28 percent and 8.01 per-
cent. This year the increase was 7.45
percent. The question is how many of us
have been given raises to this degree?
This school budget increases result in
placing many of us in a position with less
net income this year than we had four
years ago. This is in the era of massive
energy cost increases, unemployment,
under employment, salary freezes, and
employee medical benefits contribution
increases.

It is obvious that this township’s bud-
get is out of control and home owners are
being placed in the position of every
year having to come up with more and
more money for the school system.

Both Mr. Porter and Ms. Murad ap-
pear to be oblivious of this fact and care
little of the hardships this causes to the
homeowner. In particular, those who are
on fixed incomes or are unemployed.

Mr. Porter mentioned that some 1,576
voters approved the budget. He did not
mention that some 1,153 voted “No”.

One cannot help to question is this really
a fair representative of the Scotch Plains
voters. The town has approximately
22,000 residents. Therefore only a small
percentage of voters came out to vote.
One can only wonder what would have
happened should the vote have taken
place during November, the time of all
other elections.

All tax payers should take notice that
Mr. Porter’s final paragraph did not
mentioned anything about providing a
cost effective educational system. There-
fore, we can expect to see ever rising
taxes resulting from the school budget.

Mr. Porter and Ms. Murad do not
rejoice in your victory, since the major-
ity of us cannot share in the in your
accomplishment. We are too busy work-
ing to pay our real estate taxes and
reviewing our household budget trying
to figure how we can make ends meet
with less money. This is something that
the school board is unable to address and
rely on the easy solution of raising rev-
enues via taxation.

I suggest that you talk to a number of
residents who are not on the school
board or not associated with the school
system. You may find that your sense of
winning may not be as rewarding.

Should there be others with a similar
view, please drop a line so you can be
heard.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

As a Mountainsider who engaged in
the vigorous discussion about a commu-
nity center at last week’s borough-coun-
cil meeting, I’m disturbed by your ac-
count of it.

 First, while some remarks on all sides
were heated, including mine, no one’s
temper was lost. All parties maintained
decorum. Absolutely nothing “compelled
police presence,” nor am I aware of any.
This report is a false and unfair reflec-
tion on the conduct of our citizens and
elected officials at that meeting.

 Second, and even more harmful in its
divisive implications, is the misleading
headline, “Senior Citizens Express Op-
position to Proposed MS Community
Center.” The article doesn’t support this
headline. No one mentioned in it is iden-
tified as a “senior citizen” with those
words or others.

However, the overall implication is
that battle lines are being drawn around
the proposed center, with senior citizens
against it and parents in favor. That’s
hurtful to our community and incorrect.
While the people who have raised ques-
tions publicly about the proposal are
mostly older residents, many of us also
have grandchildren living here, includ-
ing me. The elders I know are just as
interested as anyone else of any age in
having adequate recreational facilities
for all.

Meanwhile, I know a number of par-
ents of school children (unrelated to me)
who see no need for a community center
and the costs it would impose on hard-
pressed taxpayers with kids to support.

I have an open mind on the matter of
need. We who have raised questions are
eager to get hard facts about need, which
have been missing from the opinions
we’ve heard.

At last week’s council meeting, we
were given for the first time some facts
about unsatisfied demands for gymna-
sium time. We should have had this
information many months ago, before
the mayor and council hired an architect
to outline a center and ask people what
else they want to put into it.

The proper first step was to determine
the exact needs and to publicize them,
not to design a center. The next question
to answer before hiring an architect was,
does the need justify the expense and the
tax levy? Our mayor and council skipped
over those steps and proceeded directly
to telling us on their own authority that
we must have the center.

Anyone who paid attention at last
week’s meeting would have understood
this fact: Many of us are concerned not
only with establishing a clear need for
this expense. We are also concerned
about a development process, which is
controlled entirely by insiders who al-
ready have decided in favor of building
a center.

A self-appointed committee took it
upon itself to have the borough pay an
architect to draw up a tentative plan
based on its specifications. That com-
mittee consisted of the mayor and two
councilmen, plus four borough employ-
ees subject to the council’s authority.
Their deliberations were off stage. Their
actions were taken with little notice to
the community and without involving
the public in any way.

A committee of such importance
should have included many citizen mem-
bers with diverse ideas and viewpoints.
It should have been well publicized and

Mountainside Resident Disputes Story
Regarding Community Center

have operated always in the open. This
democratic process might have pro-
duced a well-considered rationale and
proposal that the community would
support with little or no controversy.

The mayor and council say they are
consulting the public by having the
architect interview organization lead-
ers. Fine. But what about other resi-
dents?

The mayor now says there will be a
referendum vote on the matter in No-
vember. That’s certainly welcome. But
it comes not as part of the mayor’s
original plan but rather as an after-
thought, thanks to the questions raised
by some residents at the April council
meeting.

Scott Schmedel
Mountainside

Westfield Community Landscaping
Was Great Success At BOE Building
On Saturday, May 15, members of the

Westfield community joined school
board members and staff to landscape
the Elm Street School Building, which
has been sorely neglected for years. This
community landscaping project was a
great success: fifty flowering trees and
shrubs now enhance this three-story brick
building. I would like to publicly thank
those members of the community who
helped.

Thank you to Parker Greenhouse and
Williams Nursery for generous discounts
on trees and shrubs; to the Garden Club,
Rake and Hoe Club, Rotary Club, Par-
ent-Teacher Council, and the Franklin,
Wilson and Roosevelt PTA’s for contri-
butions towards the purchase of trees
and bushes; to Westfield students Bryan
Smith, Ben Zakarin and Natalie

DiFrancesco, Garden Club members Jane
Curtis, Ruth Paul and Rosemary Shive,
and to Joe DiFrancesco, Heidi Ziff, David
Leiz, Beth Cassie and her daughter Claire,
Mayor Greg McDermott, and my co-
organizer Ginny Leiz for determined
and diligent digging and planting; and to
School Business Administrator Bob
Berman, school groundskeeper Carmine
Ricciardi and Elm Street Head Custo-
dian Bill Wolen for extra efforts.

We will complete the landscaping in
October after the portico on the building
has been repaired, so you can still take
the opportunity to contribute funds or
brawn to this community landscaping
project.

Arlene Gardner
Westfield Board of Education

An additional monthly $1.75 regulatory Program Fee will be added to your bill for each line of serv-
ice to help fund AT&T Wireless compliance with various government mandated programs. This is
not a tax or government required charge. Limited time offer. Requires new activation on a qualified
AT&T Wireless calling plan, credit approval, $36 activation fee, two-year agreement, a compatible
device and a $175 cancellation fee. May not be available for purchase or use in all areas. The major-
ity of your airtime usage must be on the AT&T Wireless Network to eligible for service. Usage is
rounded up to next full minute. Unused monthly minute allowance lost. Roaming, additional
minute, and long distance charges apply. Various taxes, surcharges, fees and other assessments
(e.g., universal connectivity charge) apply. Other restrictions apply. Subject to General Terms and
Conditions and calling plan brochure. May not be available with other offers. Signed two-year
agreement must be returned within first 60 days or you will receive benefits associated with one-
year agreement. Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes: Apply to calls placed to or received from other AT&T
Wireless subcribers while both parties are in their applicable Mobile-to-mobile Service Area and on
the AT&T Wireless network. Mobile-to-Mobile minutes available from a different area than your
included minutes. Different rates apply when outside each applicable Service Area. Standard long
distance charges may apply. Night and Weekend minutes Promotion: from 9:00 p.m. to 5:59 a.m.
Monday-Friday and Friday 9:00 p.m. through Monday 5:59 a.m. Additional Anytime Minutes:
Available as long as your rate plan remains unchanged. All terms and conditions relating to includ-
ed Anytime Minutes apply. Nationwide Long Distance: No wireless long distance charges apply to
calls placed from your applicable Service Area to anywhere in the U.S. Standard airtime charges
apply. ©2004 AT&T Wireless Services. All rights reserved.

908-789-5302
132 E. BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NJ

Bars a mom 
would like.

THE CELLULAR 
SIGNAL PLUS

$3999
700 Anytime Minutes

Unlimited Nights & Weekends 
and Long Distance
Free Calls Between 

AT&T Wireless Customers
Other monthly charges apply. See below**

per month
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