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Stirring Reality Strikes Home,
Especially For Our Soldiers

For those of you who were at the Westfield Na-
tional Guard Armory last Thursday morning, it was
a touching, proud, yet stirring moment. For those of
you who weren’t there, this note is to let you know
as best as words can. There were many tears from
family members as sons, daughters, husbands and
wives loaded their gear into the Army trucks and
MVees – and set off on their way to active duty, now
soldiers heading to war on deserts of foreign lands.

For those without direct connection to family
members leaving to war, it was also stirring. Westfield
High School is across the street from the armory. The
students turned out en masse and with other well-
wishers, as the streets were lined with a few thousand
people. There were flags, banners, mayors, council-
men and county freeholders, along with the tears.
Applause thundered as each departing vehicle passed
by. The drivers were proud and certainly appreciated
the attention. One could see deep in their eyes the
thought of “Holy cow, this is really happening.”

There were only 180 of our brave young men and
young women departing for war that day. Yet, it
seemed so immense and eerie with the veracity of the
moment, to see the faces of young people, our young
people, laden with garb and gear of war. Just a few
weeks ago, they were merely civilians. And then
they were gone.

The high school students, attentive and so well
behaved, had a once-in-a-lifetime experience of
civics and a glimpse of how close the world really is
to our little hovel.

The high school band played on with The Stars
and Stripes Forever, which was composed by John
Philip Sousa on Christmas Day in 1896. The diesel
trucks bellowed through the flappers on their stacks
while pulling out in formation — honking in
acknowledgement to the crowd. For certain with
them, the moment and reality set in. The celebration
is already planned for when they come home.

And then they were gone.

Get In The Volunteer Spirit – Make
A Difference In Someone’s Life

With all that has gone on in the world recently, it
is refreshing to see that our young people are volun-
teering more than ever. The past few weeks have
brought many examples of local youth donating
their time and energy for a multiple number of
groups, charities and all-around good causes.

Sarah Johnston, a student at Jonathan Dayton
High School in Springfield, raised almost $500 for
the purchase of a police dog bulletproof vest for the
Union County Sheriff’s Department. She put to-
gether the program, “Pennies for Police Dogs”,
because she recognized the importance of protecting
canines that put their lives on the line, just like police
officers. Sarah did all of this while recuperating from
a heart condition, and her efforts also led to addi-
tional donations for two more vests.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School recently
hosted its second annual Relay For Life sponsored
by the American Cancer Society. The Relay For Life
involves students and other groups collecting dona-
tions, followed by a celebration that includes walk-
ing throughout the night, games and music. When all
was said and done, the contributions totaled more
than $100,000 based on the efforts of 42 teams. In
fact, one group from Westfield High School raised
approximately $14,000 alone! Several other relays
are scheduled for the local area in the coming weeks,
all aiming to not only raise money, but to promote
cancer awareness as well.

Also at SPFHS, the cast of “Les Miserables,”
which presented a dynamite production of the musi-

cal in March, went above and beyond the call of duty.
The theatre group not only raised thousands of
dollars for the Interfaith Group For the Homeless,
but also presented a sneak preview of the show to the
homeless and served in soup kitchens around the
area.

The above examples are only a few of the many
instances in which the youth have contributed time,
money and services for the good of others. This
behavior by the youth of the community, the willing-
ness to pitch in for good causes other than their own,
should serve as an example for all of us. While we all
lead busy lives, we need to spend a little bit more
time helping out and volunteering. It can be as
simple as volunteering at a blood bank, or something
more advanced like organizing a fundraiser for char-
ity.

Several resources exist for those who want to learn
more about volunteering. Union County maintains a
volunteer resource database on their website
(www.ucnj.org), and the Office of Volunteer Ser-
vices can be reached at (908) 527-4753. Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside have
many volunteer opportunities, which can be viewed
on each town’s website or by calling the respective
municipal office for more information.

This newspaper often prints press releases from
organizations looking for volunteers.

Let’s all try and find just a little time to volunteer.
It will make a difference in someone else’s life, and
it will make a difference in our own lives as well.

Freedom Isn’t Free
This Memorial Day, remember the Americans

who died in war for our freedom: 4,435 in the
Revolutionary War; 2,260 in the War of 1812; 13,283
in the Mexican War; 558,052 in the Civil War, 2,246
in the Spanish-American War; 116,708 in World War
I; 407,316 in World War II; 33,651 in the Korean

War; 58,168 in Vietnam; 293 in the Gulf War and 800
in Iraq.

As written on the Korean War Memorial in Wash-
ington, DC: “Freedom isn’t free.”

Ordinary men with extraordinary deeds have de-
fended our fragile democracy.

Westfielder Is Grateful
For Kindness of Town,
Neighbors and Friends
I am extremely grateful for the out-

pouring of love and generosity we expe-
rienced over the last few years, culminat-
ing in the loss of my beloved husband,
Emil, in January of 2004.

My daughters and I can never ad-
equately express our appreciation for the
wonderful acts of kindness from neigh-
bors, friends, and various organizations
in our community.

We are extremely proud to be a part of
Westfield and consider ourselves fortu-
nate to be the recipients of such a warm
and loving communal spirit.

Chia Zubizarreta
Westfield

County Internet Safety Class Lauded
By Stay-at-Home Westfield Mom

I want to thank the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office and especially
Andre Banks, Anne Frawley, Ken
Capobianco and George Valladares for
an informative class on Internet safety,
“The Internet and Your Child,” I at-
tended on May 1.

As a stay-at-home mother, I quickly
find my Internet skills being surpassed
by my 10-year-old child. He is “IM
ing” with his friends and starting to use
the Internet for school, interests and
hobbies. I was shocked to discover how
fast and easy it is to access highly
inappropriate material.

The class was so informative and
enlightening. It provided me with some
tools I need to check what my child is
doing on-line and set up blocks from
material not intended for a child. Par-
ents need to realize that it is not enough
to have your computer in a central
location. You need to do more to moni-

tor your child and set up safety devices.
Then you need to discuss these hazards
with them, the same as you would dis-
cuss safety hazards in everyday life
outside of your home.

If you feel that your child knows
more than you about computers, or
even if you want to freshen up on your
Internet skills, I urge you to attend this
free class. Although it is a day commit-
ment, find the time. It is truly worth it.
The teachers were patient and knowl-
edgeable and covered so much infor-
mation, along with answering all ques-
tions and concerns completely. This
High-tech Task Force combines both
law enforcement and technical people.
I left being so much more informed and
with tools and guides to help me.

Thank you for providing such a vital
class to our community.

Christina Serratelli
Westfield

Parent Speaks Out On
Downtown Teen Law

I am a resident of Westfield and dis-
turbed to find out you (the town) have
instructed the police to run our children out
of the downtown area. I pay an extreme
amount of taxes to live in this town and to
learn that my son cannot socialize with his
friends downtown is alarming. I under-
stand the need for a curfew and support
one. My son is always home by 10 p.m.

But to learn that they are told there is a
new law that teenagers can no longer
hang out downtown is absurd. If Starbucks
does not like them being there, let them
move. I will be sure to boycott them and
start a boycott with the Westfield citi-
zens. If you have a teenager, our children
may have been in the same class. What
are you teaching them? That they are not
important, that they aren’t a resident of
this town. Just because they are kids
doesn’t mean they don’t have rights.

Furthermore, if you continue to insist
in this new law, I will do everything in my
power to insure you are not re-elected.

Sherri and Howard Currid
Westfield

Ignoring the Law Brings
Consequences

Congratulations to Mayor McDermott’s
assistant for her recent letter. Apparently,
the gentleman in question never learned
that in the real world, he has to take
responsibility for his own actions. No one
held a gun to his head and forced him to
park illegally; just as no one forced him to
ignore notices for the ticket. Unfortu-
nately, he has had to pay a price for the
error of his ways. And yes, it is un-
fortunate that it all happened in front of
his family. However, he has no one to
blame but himself.

Marguerite Newson
Westfield
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Submitted by Lorre Korecky
Board Trustee

WF Downtown Resident Stunned By
Overnight Parking Permit Proposal

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Councilman Rafael Betancourt, copied
to The Westfield Leader and shortened
for space considerations.

I have just read the article in The
Westfield Leader regarding the passing
of the downtown resident overnight park-
ing ordinance. I am stunned!

How exactly do you plan to let the
downtown residents know that they can
no longer park in the Prospect Street lot?
There is no sign that exists to date saying
that parking in the lots overnight is ‘ille-
gal’ as you were quoted to say.

As far as the $360 per year, this amount
is totally out of line compared to other
towns in the area. It is almost double
Summit’s resident fee; it is approxi-
mately 75 times Cranford’s fee. There
must be something terribly wrong with
how the town of Westfield is administer-
ing if their costs are so much higher.

I don’t buy the argument that there
will be increased administrative costs to
enforce violations through the hiring of
additional parking ‘enforcers’.

Also, while you and your team are so
hot to resurrect old ordinances, how
about finding one that applies to jay-
walkers? Perhaps it would be best to
forbid all traffic in the downtown be-
tween 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. as pedestrians
cross back and forth on East Broad Street
anywhere they please! Yes, it’s a ludi-
crous idea, but not too far from what I see
the future holding for this town. How-

ever, just imagine all the revenue the
town could reap? It is certainly more
than you would benefit by the financial
burden you are now placing on the
downtown residents for having cars
and nowhere to park them overnight.

As for a police presence in town
during the evening hours, I really don’t
think that one parked, empty patrol car
on East Broad Street is what I call an
active police presence. Perhaps a po-
lice officer actually in the car would be
more effective? Better yet, how about
actual police foot patrol during these
months when the town is overrun with
people.

If you expect the downtown resi-
dents to move their cars nightly, you
had best be sure they are protected in
what is a rather dimly lit and what
appears to be an unsafe-looking lot.

I have a great idea, Mr. Betancourt,
how about telling the truth?  How about
just telling the downtown residents they
have to get used to parking in the lot
behind Barons not because you are so
concerned about our cars, or that you
must have maintenance coordination
for the average five days a year it snows,
but because soon there will be NO lot
on Prospect Street to park in as it will be
under construction? How about trying
the truth? Your constituents would like
it better.

Beverlee McGrath
Westfield

Community Support
Came Through for

‘Caring Hearts’
We asked you to “Support Our Troops,

It Only Takes a Minute,” and you did! We
want to say thanks to you, the public, for
your caring and support and to let you
know that this is an ongoing effort. Our
appreciation also goes to our local
churches, Temple Emanu-el, the
Westfield and Scotch Plains Libraries,
Falcon Printing, TV36, Westfield High
and Jefferson Schools, the Girl Scouts,
Burgdorff Realtors and Re/Max Proper-
ties. We are grateful to The Westfield
Leader for publicizing this project.

Of course, we wish to express our
admiration for the work of the USO
(United Service Organization), the Ameri-
can Red Cross and the Salvation Army.
Their care packages, deployment kits and
e-mails are a source of assistance and
hope for the troops.

On Sunday, May 16, we helped the
Salvation Army distribute to the deploy-
ing Army National Guard Unit at the
Westfield Armory. These troops were
very appreciative for the support shown
from home.

Our troops and we thank you for your
help and encourage you to keep it up.
Please e-mail any questions to
Diannemg@att.net or call (908) 233-5676.

Claudia Cuca, Julie Dvorak,
Dianne Gorbaty, Terry Mandrillo,

Sherry Rogers, Denise Yatrakis
Westfield

Westfielder Seeks Korean War Stories
And Extends Invitation to Dedication
I would like to thank Michael Pollack

for the information he provided in his
article concerning the Korean War Me-
morial that I am working on for the town
as the service/leadership component to
my Boy Scout Eagle Project.

I would also like to invite anyone who
is from our town who is a Korean War
Veteran, or their family member, to
please contact me if you have any stories
you would be willing to share. My
brother, Sean (WHS’03) who has made
several documentary films and is study-
ing filmmaking at NYU, is going to
work with me to create a short film of
interviews with those of you who would
like to participate. Also, if you have any
information on any local MIA’s or KIA’s
from the Korean War who are from
Westfield, I would greatly appreciate
hearing from you. Please contact me,
either through email or by phone at

devanski@comcast.net or (908) 789-
5939.

I would also like to be able to invite
you to a service of dedication of the
memorial, tentatively scheduled for
Veterans Day 2004.

Anyone wishing to make a tax de-
ductible contribution to the creation of
the Westfield Korean War Memorial
may send a check payable to the
“Westfield Historical Society”, with
“Devaney Eagle Project” in the memo
section to Westfield Historical Society,
PO Box 613, Westfield, NJ 07091-
0613. The project has already received
over $15,000 in donations of supplies
and services, but I still need to raise
$4000 to cover the cost of the monu-
ment and the surrounding gardens.

Kevin Devaney
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

More Letters
on Pages 5 & 18

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Esculic – Pertaining to the horse

chestnut
2. Furunculosis – The state of being

afflicted with boils
3. Carking – Distressing; perplexing
4. Carcajou – The wolverine or badger

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

FULMINATION
1. A thundering or lightning
2. Moving with a wiggling motion, as

a snake
3. Spontaneous combustion
4. Renewal or restoration

PERSULTATION
1. To force or drive out; expel
2. An eruption of blood from an artery
3. Killing by suffocation
4. Taking or snatching away by force

MACULOSE
1. Producing a slight glow
2. Pitted or ducted
3. Having a well-formed jaw
4. Covered with spots

SPHYGMUS
1. The pulse
2. Very small amount; a pinch
3. Discontent
4. Topsoil

This continues a series of articles fea-
turing the 22 community service agen-
cies that are part of the United Fund of
Westfield. These agencies reflect the
needs of today’s society. Those who
seek help are provided with people-ori-
ented services that are partially funded
through contributions to the United Fund
of Westfield.

* * * * * * *
Last year, Westfield Boy Scouts col-

lected 37,500 items of food that were
donated to the hungry in our area. This
Boy Scout service project, one of three
programs funded in part by the United
Fund of Westfield, helps young people
realize that there is a need right here in
our community and that they can make a
difference in the lives of others.

The Scouting for Food program helps
scouts to learn firsthand the importance
of teamwork and social support. Ac-
cording to the Patriots’ Path Council,
more than 30 million Americans, in-
cluding six million children, go hungry
at some time every month.

During the Scouting for Food drive,
the council coordinates collection and
identifies legitimate community agen-
cies in the area to warehouse and distrib-
ute the food items to the needy at no cost.

Thanks to the United Fund of
Westfield’s support, two other impor-
tant Boy Scout programs are thriving:
Strong Families and Safe Environments.

The Strong Families program engages
parents and children in family-related
activities that focus on topics such as
building worth as a person, developing
responsibility, positive family relation-
ships, etc.

A program of growing importance in
today’s society is Safe Environment. Par-
ents of cub scouts are provided informa-
tion on how to protect children from
abuse, and are encouraged to create a
caring home environment so that children
will want to spend time with family.

The highest goal in the Boy Scouts is
becoming an Eagle Scout. Last year, 13
Eagle Scouts contributed 1,976 service
hours in the town of Westfield.

One Eagle Scout is Jeffrey Dresely
who created a resource room for Kids
Hope USA, a mentoring program for
elementary students sponsored by the First
United Methodist Church of Westfield.

Jeffrey worked with the program’s

The Needs of Today’s Society:
Patriots’ Path Boy Scout Council

director to determine the needs. He led
volunteers from his troop and the church
in creating a resource room where chil-
dren can go after school for help with
schoolwork, to talk about problems they
may be having, and meet with mentors.

Through contacts he made with local
businesses and church members, the
resource area is now filled with books,
educational games and school supplies.

Another laudable project underway
is Gregory Ryan’s. He is working to-
ward his Eagle Scout rank and has spent
more than two years adding handicap
accessible playground equipment to Me-
morial Park in Westfield.

“I wanted to give all kids a chance to
enjoy their childhood,” explained Gre-
gory, whose sister has cerebral palsy.

After planning and garnering ap-
proval from the town and its recreation
department, Gregory started a
fundraising campaign last May. The
playground area is estimated to cost
$70,000 and Gregory has exceeded that
by raising over $83,000 to date.

Gregory hopes his project will also
serve as a lesson in diversity by creat-
ing an environment where handicapped
and non-handicapped youngsters can
interact.

More than 28,000 young people from
Union, Essex, Somerset, Morris and
parts of Middlesex counties are mem-
bers of the Patriots’ Path Council of the
Boy Scouts of America, including 1,000
Westfielders. Most of the members are
boys who are cub scouts and boy scouts,
but there are also co-ed units in the
Venturing program (ages 14 to 21) and
the Exploring program (ages 14 to 21),
which is career-based.

Adult volunteers, totaling 7,000, pro-
vide leadership, with the help and train-
ing offered by the service center, now
located in Florham Park.

Patriots’ Path Council, Boy Scouts
of America, is one of 22 agencies sup-
ported by the United Fund of Westfield.
For more information about how to
support these local service organiza-
tions, please call Linda Maggio, Ex-
ecutive Director of the United Fund of
Westfield, at (908) 233-2113.

For information about the services
provided by Patriots’ Path Council or to
become a volunteer, please call (973)
765-9322, extension no. 221.


