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Picture books … glorious picture
books! For many of us, they were an
integral part of our childhood, our
entrée into the world of reading.

Once solely produced for enter-
tainment, today’s picture books are
recognized for the
role they play in
reading and lan-
guage develop-
ment, providing a
sophisticated new
focus absent from
the picture books
of yesteryear.

Bill Shireman,
President of Glo-
bal Futures and
Future 500, a business environmen-
tal group, and his 10-year-old daugh-
ter Samantha have written “If the
World Ran out of B’s” (Beyond Words
Publishing, 2002). Bicycles turn into
“icycles” and birthday into “irthday”
in this cleverly written and boldly
illustrated picture book that helps
children understand the relationship
between letters and sounds. This
selection is highly recommended for
beginning readers.

Napoleon Publishing has re-re-
leased “Norbert Nipkin and the
Magic Riddle Stone” by Robert
McConnell. Another book in the
Norbert Nipkin series, this book will
be enjoyed by older elementary age
children who will see the humor in
Grogs, Args and Zlogs.

Another relatively recent idea in
book publishing is the nonfiction
picture book — information intense
books that provide facts or history to
real-life people, places and things.
These books span the range of reader
interest, as well as ability.

“Charles Darwin: The Tree of Life”
by Peter Sis (Farrar, Straus and

Giroux, 2003), a Caldecott Honor
Book as well as an American Library
Association Notable Book, extends
the idea of a picture book to slightly
below the realm of an encyclopedia.

Darwin regretted his lack of artis-
tic ability, so he described every-
thing he saw. The author uses

Darwin’s letters, journals and
diaries to create his own
drawings to tell the story of
Darwin’s life.

Another example of a non-
fiction picture book is “The
Deep Sea Floor” by Sneed
Collard, 3rd (Charlesbridge,
2003).  Children who are
curious about the world can
“dive” into pages and pages
of facts and illustrations

about the deep sea and its creatures.
Author, illustrator and publisher,

Robert Brown (Brown Trout Pub-
lishers, Inc., 1995) believes in giving
two books for the price of one. He
has released his “Brown’s Back-to-

Back Children’s Series” of oversized
books that tell a different story from
front to back, and back to front.

Volume One contains “Only I
Am,” a rhyming story about an alli-
gator swallowing the universe, and
“The Fairy Door,” a book of imagi-
nations run wild.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Not only are Julie
Daurio, Mia Pafumi and Laura
Schwab close friends, but the
Westfield sopranos share the honor of
being tapped by American Perfor-
mance Studios vocal instructor
Jeannette Ferrell Maraffi to partici-
pate in the Young Artists Program of
the Rome Festival in Rome, Italy this
summer.

An annual event, the festival is
designed to give a select group of
talented young performers through-
out the country the opportunity to
perform with an international cast of
musicians in various historic venues
throughout Rome.

Additionally, the trio will be fea-
tured in a benefit recital and recep-
tion at the First Baptist Church in
Westfield on Saturday, June 5, at 7:30
p.m. The concert is free and open to
the public.

During the benefit concert in
Westfield, Julie and Mia, both 14,
and Laura, 15, will perform two trios
from Mozart’s The Magic Flute, Ital-
ian and French songs, Broadway tunes
and some jazz favorites.

Tax-deductible donations made
during the June 5 concert will be used
to defray the young artists’ expenses
in Rome.

At the Rome Festival, the sopranos
will perform the roles of the spirits in
Mozart’s Die Zauberflote in German,
fully-staged, with orchestra.

“I love working with professionals
and I’m excited to have seniority
around me to learn from,” Laura told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Especially elated that she will have
the opportunity to travel around Italy
with her friends, Laura noted that the
festival involves rigorous training,
which has helped her become a better
singer.

Though she hasn’t had many
chances to participate in staged op-
eras, Laura was pleased to be chal-
lenged by reaching high notes and
learning the complexities and intrica-
cies of the German language for Die
Zauberflote.

According to Maraffi, it is impor-
tant for young singers to sing in for-
eign languages, to experience the cul-
ture where so much of great literature
of opera and song was written, and to
also nurture and protect the voice
while it is developing.

“The Magic Flute and the music
sung by the spirits is perfect for the
adolescent voice,” said Maraffi.
“Mozart wrote this with young
‘knaben’ or little cherubs in mind,
and the girls voices are wonderful.
The orchestration is light and the

opera festival acoustics are excellent,
so they will be easily heard.”

A freshman at Westfield High
School, Laura is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. William Schwab of
Westfield. She has portrayed Amahl
in Menotti’s Amahl and the Night

Visitors and Brigitta in The Sound of
Music. She was a soloist in the bridal
chorus in the New Jersey Concert
Opera’s production of von Weber’s
Der Freischutz.

A featured soloist in the Christmas
special by Westfield composer Paul
Somers, Laura was also the songbird
soloist with the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra and the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra during the Westfield
Bach Festival. She has performed with
the New Jersey State Regional
Women’s Chorus, the Westfield High
School Chorus, and is a featured so-
loist in the choir at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield.

While attending Edison Intermedi-
ate School, Laura was a member of the
Broadway Singers, performed in Okla-
homa, The Sound of Music, and par-
ticipated in the New Jersey Middle
School Pilot Opera program. Laura,
who studies dance at the Center for
Dance Education, is an accomplished
pianist.

Having attended the Rome Festival
two summers ago, Julie understands
the value of the experience.

She told The Leader/Times that
working with well-respected and re-
nowned professionals from the United
States and Italy has helped her to appre-
ciate her craft. In addition, she learned
how to become “a character” as part of
a chorus atmosphere at the festival. She
translated this experience to her work
in community theatre upon her return.

An eighth grader at Edison Inter-
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y — Each year, the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and the Cultural Arts and
Heritage Commission award mon-
ies to various arts and education
organizations in the immediate area.

The decision to grant money to
qualified groups is difficult, as many
applications are submitted through-
out the year.

Monmouth County
resident Garry
Grimsley, who has
worked in the
Union County
education system
for over 20 years,
understood the diffi-
culty of applying for fund-
ing. However, his passion for teach-
ing, especially teaching “at risk” stu-
dents, inspired him to reach out.

Now the Director of Vocational
Education and Special Projects at
the Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission, Grimsley pio-
neered a professional dance program
for over 60 students attending
Hillcrest Academy in Scotch Plains.

In conjunction with the Westfield
Young Artists’ Cooperative Theatre,
Inc. (WYACT), Grimsley’s program
offers a unique curriculum to the
students.

Professional dance instructors, pro-
vided by WYACT, teach a variety of
dance styles to the teens, including
modern, African, jazz, hip-hop and
ballet. The students attend dance
classes twice a week throughout the
school year.

While doing research several years
ago, Grimsley learned that dance
programs in the Los Angeles area
were having an extremely positive
effect on troubled teenagers.

Grimsley wanted to develop a simi-
lar program in Union County, and
decided to apply to the Cultural Arts
and Heritage Commission for sup-
port.

That was three years ago, and
Grimsley is very happy. The pro-

gram is growing and he can defi-
nitely see a positive change in the
students.

“Every year, the students get bet-
ter,” he told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “The confidence that they
gain is evident.”

He applauds the WYACT instruc-
tors who, he admitted, have a diffi-
cult job. Developing a rapport with

the teens is quite an under-
taking, but the teachers

from WYACT have a
knack for connect-
ing with students
through the art of
dance.

Each year, the stu-
dents perform at the

New Jersey Teen Arts Festi-
val at Union County College and
plans are in development to do a
yearly production at Hillcrest Acad-
emy.

Grimsley hopes that funding will
always be possible, but he is realistic.

“We just keep hoping,” he said.
He is busy at work now develop-

ing the Community Work Experi-
ence Summer Program. This par-
ticular program benefits the students
by allowing them to explore work
possibilities in the area.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Although she
did not formally begin studying the
flute until she was 12 years old,
Westfield resident and member of
the Musical Club of Westfield, Jenny
Cline, believes that even as a toddler,
she was drawn to the instrument.

“My earliest memory is being at-
tracted to a contemporary piece of
art showing a flutist,” she said. “Be-
cause of this, my mother said I was
destined to be a flutist.”

Born in Texas, Cline, the daugh-
ter of an Air Force pilot, lived in nine
schools in 13 years. At that time, as
the family settled down in Virginia,
she began studying the flute.

Eventually, Cline went on to earn
a bachelor’s degree in music with
concentration on the flute from

Northwestern University in Chicago.
There, she studied under Walfrid
Kujala, the Principal Piccolist for
the Chicago Symphony for 47 years.

Cline is currently a flute instruc-
tor at the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts in Westfield, where she
instructs approximately 40 students.
She is especially pleased to see boys
become interested in the flute.

“Among children there is a mis-
conception that the flute is a ‘girl’s’
instrument,” she said.

Prior to moving to Westfield 13
years ago, Cline lived in Worcester,
Mass., where she was also an active
member of the musical community.
As a freelance musician, she partici-

Jenny ClineJenny ClineJenny ClineJenny ClineJenny Cline
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — On May 16, the
Westfield Art Association (WAA) held
a business meeting during which the
slate of Officers and Members-at-Large
was voted upon by WAA members.

The following individuals were
elected to fill the positions indicated:
President, Barbara Schwinn; First
Vice President, S. Allyn Schaeffer;
Second Vice President, Linda
Blauvelt; Corresponding Secretary,
Francesca Azzara; Recording Secre-
tary, Tobia Meyers; Treasurer, An-

thony Riccio, Jr.; Members-at-Large:
Paul Deroo, Burton Longenbach,
Maxwell Sang, Dorothy Wilkinson
and Barbara Zietchick.

Following the business meeting,
the WAA offered a program of diverse
methods, medium, and creativity.

Four well-known artists and WAA
members, Stephen D’Amato, Linda
Kolar, Fran Maurer, and S. Allyn
Schaeffer, each arranged the same
four identical still-life items accord-
ing to his/her own design, to paint in
graphics, oils, watercolor and pastel.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y  Y  Y  Y  — The
screenwriting talents of three
local young people were
recognized recently at a
Young Playwrights Com-
petition and Awards
Ceremony, sponsored by
The Theater Project
(TTP) of Union County
College (UCC).

Jake Brandman 17, of
Westfield, a junior at
Westfield High School
(WHS), received the first
place prize of a $600 savings
bond for his play, Revision.

Second place winner Margaret
Edinger, 16 of Berkeley Heights, a
junior at Governor Livingston
High School and third place
winner, Timothy Mathews
16, a sophomore at WHS,
received $400 and $200
savings bonds, respec-
tively.

Five other Union
County students received
honorable mention awards
and gift certificates for
their entries.

This is the second year
that TTP sponsored a Young
Playwrights Competition.
Linden novelist, playwright
and screenwriter, Bill Mesce,
Jr., who also donated the funds for
the prizes for the first two competi-
tions, first proposed the con-
test.

All Union County high
school students were eli-
gible to apply for the con-
test by submitting a 10-
to 30-page script and a
short biography. There
was no restriction on the
number of acts the sub-
mitted play could have.

TTP, which is officially
designated as UCC’s Pro-
fessional Theater Company,
began as a collaboration of
local artists. It has grown into
a professional theater com-
pany, which uses Equity art-
ists and non-union professionals, ac-
cording to Mark Spina of Essex Fells,
the founding artistic director of TTP.

“Our goal is to encourage all the
young writers to continue writing and

participating, even as audience,
in live theater,” commented
Spina.

The award-winning
screenplays spanned the
spectrum of theatrical di-
versity. In Jake’s Revision,
which can be best de-
fined as a play-within-a-
play, as he portrays a play-

wright that actually be-
comes part of the perfor-

mance. Initial drafts of Re-
vision were written while Jake
was attending a high school
screenplay workshop at New

York University.
“I’ve always been interested in
writing and directing,” he ex-

plained.
Margaret’s play, The

American Dream, about a
small town election, is a
comedy. She wrote the
play when she was in the
eighth grade and attend-
ing a local playwrighting
workshop.

She is active on her
school newspaper, The
Highlander, and would

like to pursue a career in a
writing-related field such as
editing or journalism.

Timothy’s play, Silence is a
spy thriller about the CIA and silent

assassins. He’s been making “little
movies” for his friends since

he was a young boy. He en-
joys writing for fun and
would like to someday be-

come a screenwriter or
director.

All three winners ex-
pressed joy and satisfac-
tion at seeing their screen-
plays turned into perfor-
mances by the profes-
sional actors of TTP at
the awards ceremony.

“I wasn’t sure my play
would be as I pictured it,”

said Margaret, who added that
she was happy with the per-
formance.

Perhaps Timothy said it best for all
three.

“This is my start,” he said.
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