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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

Get Outta
The House
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 & ½ POPCORNS

I have found rationalization for not do-
ing that well when we studied Homer’s
“The Iliad” in English class. Now comes the
bounty of my indolence in the form of
Wolfgang Petersen’s Troy, a rousing, po-
litically astute, and all-around smashing good
time. I didn’t know enough not to thor-
oughly enjoy it.

If I had done better in my studies of “The
Iliad,” I’d instead be spurning Petersen’s
take on the Trojan War as not only inaccu-
rate, but maybe even worse.

Be assured there is a Helen of Troy,
formerly of Greece. Portrayed by Diane
Kruger, she is certainly shipshape, but her
motivation may be a little different now.
Or, more appropriately, as the story goes
this time around, it’s King Agamemnon’s
manipulation of that motivation that
launches those ships and that shapes and
fashions destiny.

The beauty of David Benioff’s script,
“inspired by” as opposed to “based on”
Homer’s “The Iliad,” is how it blends
present-mindedness with a shrewd appre-
ciation of age-old political maxims.

You sense that weariness in Achilles’ bear-
ing. Nicely portrayed by Brad Pitt, he’s not
only the star, but also the plot’s only ambigu-
ous character. It’s more than that famed
dilemma — a short exciting life versus a long
uneventful one — that has our great warrior
conflicted. Of course that’s part of it.

What’s really burning him is the inescap-
able circle of events man is fated to endure.
Confiding in gal pal Briseis (Rose Byrne),
with whom he forms a taboo relationship
only second in import to the cause celebre
love affair shared by Paris and Helen, Achil-
les shows us his two sides.

On the one hand, he gloweringly assails
the meaningless loss of life caused by narcis-
sistic old kings and their egotistical wars.
Yet, he glowingly accedes that Agamemnon
can’t beat the Trojans without him. And
winning the war represents his passageway
to immortality. That, he kind of likes.

The reality of this doesn’t sit well with
Agamemnon. Brilliantly played by Brian
Cox, he is the epitome of governmental
disdain. He’d rather not be reminded of his
dependence on the young hero, a constant
thorn in his royal side. What does the big
showoff know anyway? Sure, Achilles may
be a great fighter. But it’s great leaders that
forge great nations. What does he care about
nations? Therein lies the crux of the plot.

Is this just a sword, sand and sandal epic
… merely but another war movie posing as
one of the greatest classics ever told? Maybe
just a little bit. But not really. A case in point
is the two young rascals I overheard in the
parking lot following a showing of Troy.

Explaining, with total animation, what
they’d just seen to a third cohort about to
enter the theater, they excitedly noted:
“There’s this town the Greeks want to take
over, but it’s got like this real high security
fence.” The comparison to Troy’s impen-
etrable walls may be flabbergasting. But
that Petersen’s edition speaks eloquently to
a younger generation without diluting its
basic ethos or romance is testament not only

to its entertainment value, but to its
uncompromised universality as well.

Remember  in analyzing the genuineness
of this effort, we’re dealing on several levels.
Since “The Iliad” was part of oral tradition,
we will never know how Homer originally
told it, let alone whether he actually wit-
nessed the pantheistic intercession or sim-
ply meant it as a metaphor.

Then when the narrative eventually fell
into learned hands with a facility for writ-
ing, we’re not quite sure what liberties they
felt they were entitled to take in exchange
for putting the poem to papyrus. For all we
know, upon perusing the written form, folks
accustomed to the verbal account might
have gone wild with catcalls of heresy: “That’s
garbage. What are you teaching our kids?
That’s not how it happened at all. What’s
this world coming to? And sheesh, leaving
out the gods…all of them.”

In short, this is a movie. And, as such,
even if the script had been scrutinized,
homogenized and blessed by the keepers of
the flame, it would still be an interpretation.
This isn’t to diminish those noble defenders
of literary orthodoxy. Someone’s got to keep
the North Star in place, just in case we lose
our way.

But art is about experimentation as much as
it is about paying homage. Not to say that we
don’t still require credentials. The contention
here is that while Petersen no doubt steeped
himself in a lot of the real skinny when em-
barking on this project, he is to be congratu-
lated for the route he ultimately chose.

Certainly he could have hired a team of
classics scholars to pen his chronicle … and
probably at a bargain. But then where would
be the risk? What about his fame…his im-
mortality? Besides, Benioff’s version is plenty
rip-roaring.

When Hector, the great Trojan warrior
superbly enacted by Eric Bana, finally faces
off against the illustrious Achilles, it matters
not what we may or may not know. For
we’ve invested considerable emotion into
these two different heroes. Ferried to this
crucial point by a skilled director, we now
find the tension almost too much to bear.

Likewise the big action scenes are thor-
oughly exciting and the sentimental mo-
ments stirring … especially the ones featur-
ing Peter O’Toole as Priam, King of Troy,
father of Hector and Paris. Other good
acting performances abound. Sean Bean
lends a nice touch as Odysseus, the voice of
reason who mediates between Achilles and
Agamemnon.

But it’s the political savvy, tinged with no
small bit of cynicism and nicely symbolized
by Pitt’s vexed hero, which earns the film its
right to veer from the way old Miss
Kretchmeyer taught it to us way back when.

Just as High Noon (1952) surreptitiously
decried McCarthyism, it takes no magnify-
ing glass to realize that the vicious lessons of
war learned in Troy just might be able to
save some lives in the here and now.

* * * * * * *
TroyTroyTroyTroyTroy, rated R, is a Warner Bros. Pictures

release directed by Wofgang Petersen and
stars Brad Pitt, Brian Cox and Eric Bana.
Running time: 163 minutes.
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Originally called Decoration Day,
the Memorial Day holiday was first
celebrated on May 30, 1868, in order to
“decorate” the graves of Civil War sol-
diers. Although the name has changed,
it is still celebrated currently on the last
Monday in May as a federal holiday in
memory of all war dead.

* * * * * * *
The Annual PAnnual PAnnual PAnnual PAnnual Picnicicnicicnicicnicicnic in LaGLaGLaGLaGLaGranderanderanderanderande

PPPPParararararkkkkk will follow the MMMMMemorial Demorial Demorial Demorial Demorial Dayayayayay
PPPPParade,arade,arade,arade,arade,     which will begin in down-
town Scotch Plains from Park Avenue
and Front Street at 10:30 a.m., and
continue along Park and Martine Av-
enues in Fanwood. The parade will end
at Martine and Marion avenues in
Fanwood. Head over to nearby
LaGrande Park, at the corner of
LaGrande Avenue and Second Street
for refreshments served at minimal
cost by the Memorial Day Committee.

* * * * * * *
Rahway’s MMMMMemorial Demorial Demorial Demorial Demorial Day Pay Pay Pay Pay Paradearadearadearadearade

will take place on Sunday, May 30, in
the downtown section, beginning at 1
p.m. On the following day, May 31, you
can participate in the MMMMMayayayayayororororor’’’’’s s s s s TTTTTrrrrrophyophyophyophyophy
5K R5K R5K R5K R5K Run and Hun and Hun and Hun and Hun and Health ealth ealth ealth ealth WWWWWalkalkalkalkalk..... Applica-
tions are available at http://
www.c i t yo f r ahway. com/pd f /
road_race_2004.pdf, or telephone City
Hall at (732) 669-3600.

* * * * * * *
The City of Summit will celebrate

Memorial Day on Monday, May 31,
with a parade starting at 10 a.m. The
parade route will be from DeForest
Avenue to Maple Street ending on the
Village Green. Mayor Jordan Glatt will
greet and introduce the honored guests
and a ceremonial “Laying of “Laying of “Laying of “Laying of “Laying of WWWWWrrrrreathseathseathseathseaths”””””
will be performed.

* * * * * * *
On Sunday, May 30, there will be

perhaps the most “authentic” type of
Memorial Day Service at The New
Jersey Naval Museum, at 1 p.m. While
you are there, tour the USS LING 297USS LING 297USS LING 297USS LING 297USS LING 297,
a 312-foot submarine permanently
berthed at the museum. Guided tours
of the LING are $6 for adults and $3 for
children under 12. Tours are offered
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m., and the last
tour start time is 3:30 p.m. Admission to
the museum building and grounds are
free. The museum is located at 78 River
Street in Hackensack.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The annual recital
by the flute and piccolo students of
Clarissa Nolde of Westfield was held
on the evening of May 17.

The concert opened with Scotch

Plains residents Justine Valdes and
Hannah Markey, performing works
by Mozart and Haydn.

Rachel Friedman and Sara
Birkenthal,  both students at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield, presented works by
Handel and Bach. Next, Sara teamed
up with Melissa Riegel, a sixth grader
at Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield, to perform a Handel trio
sonata.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood juniors
Kaitlin Carman and Sarah Schwartz
collaborated in a performance of
Gossec’s Tambourin. Sarah’s solo se-
lection was the Mozart Rondo in D
and Kaitlin chose “Autumn” from
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons.

Kaitlin is a member of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School wind en-
semble. Christina Rosa, who is also a
member of the ensemble, performed
the Minuet and Spirit Dance by Gluck.

Christina and her lesson partner,
Lydia Foresti of South Plainfield, per-
formed the “Flower Duet” from Lakmé
by Delibes. Lydia is participating in
her second year as a New Jersey Youth
Symphony Flute Forum member. She
was featured as soloist in the
Brandenburg Concerto No. 4 this sea-
son with the Young Player’s Philhar-
monic. Lydia’s solo was the Concertino

by Chaminade.
Nicole Spera and Alison Ricardo,

both sixth graders at Edison Interme-
diate, performed movements of con-
certos by Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach

and Mozart. Yixiao Wang, a sixth grader
at Roosevelt Intermediate, played a
movement from a Vivaldi concerto.
Nicole, Alison and Yixiao are all mem-
ber so the New Jersey Youth Sym-
phony Flute Choir.

Yixiao also participated in this year’s
Region II Band. Alison and Nicole,
who are both piccolo players, per-
formed as an ensemble in Two Little
Finches, a work for two piccolos and
piano by Kling.

Nolde and Mia Laine of Princeton
provided the piano accompaniment.

Fine Art & Crafts at
Nomahegan Park

JEWELRY • CLOTHING • GLASS • WOOD • FIBER • TOYS • LEATHER

FOLK ART • PHOTOGRAPHY • FURNITURE • METAL

 GREAT FOOD • FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT-CARNABY STEET BAND

Co-sponsored by Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders &
Department of Parks & Recreation and Rose Squared, Inc.

RAIN or SHINE•FREE•GSP to exit 138, west 2 miles
or Rt.22 to Rt.577 South 1.3 miles; follow signs

908-874-5247 OR WWW.ROSESQUARED.COM

SPRINGFIELD AVE, CRANFORD,
ACROSS FROM UNION COUNTY COLLEGE

JUNE 5-6
10 A.M.-5 P.M • FREE • Rain or Shine

Tapestry bags by Louise Lochiatto
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Gil Scott ChapmanGil Scott ChapmanGil Scott ChapmanGil Scott ChapmanGil Scott Chapman

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Gil Scott
Chapman, 13, of Westfield was re-
cently selected by audition to study
piano for four weeks this summer at
the Interlochen Center for the Arts in
Interlochen, Mich.

In addition to his acceptance at the
center, he performed Rachmanioff ’s
Prelude in C Minor at the Interna-
tional Concert Alliance’s Fifth Annual
Young People’s Piano Competition
Winner’s Concert at CAMI Hall in
New York City on May 23.

Gil will return to CAMI Hall on
May 24 for a New York Youth Sym-
phony “Making Score” concert to per-
form his composition, “Trio in G
Major,” with fellow New York Youth
Symphony chamber musicians, Katie
LeClair and Jonathan Tindall.

Finally, Gil will perform Ernesto
Nazareth’s “Tango” at The Piano Teach-
ers Society of America Winner’s recital

Local StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal Stars
WWWWWestfield Bestfield Bestfield Bestfield Bestfield Band to Raise Fand to Raise Fand to Raise Fand to Raise Fand to Raise Fundsundsundsundsunds
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield-
based rock band, Pick an Exit, will
begin a national tour on Memorial

Day weekend, with the first show at
Ultrasound Lounge in Levittown, N.Y.
on Saturday, May 29.

The band consists of Westfield High
School graduates Evan Statton (piano/
vocals), Brian Chiger (guitar), James
Reber (bass), and Dave Napiorski
(drums).

Dave is currently a student at

Rutgers, James is attending the
Berklee School of Music in Boston,
Evan is a television and film student

at the Tisch School for the
Arts at New York University,
and Brian recently gradu-
ated from the University of
Rochester.

Pick an Exit’s CD,
“Unsatisfaction Drives Us,”
includes all original music by
Statton and Napiorski. The
CD was recorded at Water
Music in Hoboken and will
soon be available at
www.pickanexit.com. Tracks
from the record are currently
available on the site.

The band is touring to raise
money for the “I Have a

Dream” Project in Plainfield, which
helps children from low-income areas
reach their education and career goals
by providing a long-term program of
mentoring, tutoring and enrichment
with an assured opportunity for higher
education.

Pick an Exit will donate all tour
profits to this project.

EXIT TO SUCCESS…Members of the band,EXIT TO SUCCESS…Members of the band,EXIT TO SUCCESS…Members of the band,EXIT TO SUCCESS…Members of the band,EXIT TO SUCCESS…Members of the band,
Pick an Exit, pictured, left to right, are: DavidPick an Exit, pictured, left to right, are: DavidPick an Exit, pictured, left to right, are: DavidPick an Exit, pictured, left to right, are: DavidPick an Exit, pictured, left to right, are: David
Napiorski, James Reber, Evan Statton and BrianNapiorski, James Reber, Evan Statton and BrianNapiorski, James Reber, Evan Statton and BrianNapiorski, James Reber, Evan Statton and BrianNapiorski, James Reber, Evan Statton and Brian
Chiger.Chiger.Chiger.Chiger.Chiger.
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Jenny Cline
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The religious beliefs of the Amish
are captured in “Just Like Mama” by
Beverly Lewis (Bethany House,
2002). The heartwarming text com-
pliments the beautiful and realistic
illustrations of the “Plain People”
and makes this book a winner
whether it is read on one’s own, or
read aloud to.

As I study my childhood picture
books, I find it hard to believe that

some of them were ever published.
The standards of children’s publish-
ing have increased over the years.
None of the aforementioned books
contains the simplicity of words and
pictures of the picture books I grew
up reading, and for today’s young
reader, this is a wonderful thing.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Book Nook

at Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall
on May 30.

Gil is an eighth grader at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield,
where he plays the alto saxophone in
the school band and the jazz band.He
has studied piano with Dr. Loretta
Jankowski of Mountainside for eight
years.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Maria Mazziotti

Gillan, author of six books of poems as
well as co-editor of the acclaimed literary
anthologies Unsettling America, will be a
guest poet at Westfield High School on
Thursday, June 3.

Her visit is made possible due to a
grant awarded
to English
teacher Eliza-
beth Muller by
the Education
Fund of
Westfield.

Gillan will
conduct a po-
etry reading for
selected English
classes, as well
as a poetry workshop. The poetry read-
ing will be taped for subsequent airing
on Channel 36.

At the close of the day, faculty from
the high school, as well as the interme-
diate and elementary schools, will have
an opportunity to participate in the
workshop.

In commenting on Gillan’s upcom-
ing visit, Muller said, “It will be an
exciting day. The English department
is truly indebted to the Education Fund
for continuing their support for this
visiting poet event.”

Gillan is the recipient of numerous
book awards, as well as the National
Education Association’s American Lit-
erary Translator’s Award and two fel-
lowships from the New Jersey State
Council of the Arts.

She has appeared on National Public
Radio’s “All Things Considered” and
Leonard Lopate’s “Books and Co.” Her
books of poetry include “Winter Light,”
“The Weather of Old Seasons,” “Tak-
ing Back My Name,” “Things My
Mother Told Me,” “Where I Come
From,” and “Italian Women in Black
Dresses.”

She is the editor of the Paterson
Literary Review and the founder and
director of the Poetry Center at Passaic
County Community College in Pater-
son, as well as a professor at
Binghampton University of the State
University of New York.

Little OLittle OLittle OLittle OLittle Opera Copera Copera Copera Copera Co.....
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Little Opera

Company (LOC) of New Jersey, a
division of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts (NJWA), will present an
evening of operatic hits conducted by
Robert Butts on Thursday, June 10, at
7:30 p.m. in Mindowaskin Park in
Westfield.

The public performance is a rare
opportunity to hear this group per-
form for free.

The tux and gowned program will
spotlight music by Donizetti, Puccini,
Mascagni, Leoncavallo, Rossini,
Bellini, and Mozart.

The evening’s professional opera
singers will include bass-baritone Is-
rael Pessoa, a regular lead baritone at
the Sao Paulo Opera House in Brazil,
soprano Kam Cheng, whose Broad-
way credits include La Boheme, The
King & I, and Miss Saigon, and Juan
Pineda, who was last heard as Calaf in
the LOC’s Turandot.

The program will also feature the
LOC Young Artist Program and adult
ensemble.

This is the first time that opera will
be presented as part of the Westfield
Park & Recreation Department’s sum-
mer concert series. The LOC hopes
the concert will hopefully become an
annual event.

The LOC’s 2004-2005 fully staged
opera season that begins in September
will include Mozart’s Cosi Fan Tutte,
Verdi’s Un Ballo un Maschera, and
Donizetti’s L’Elisir d’amore.

For more information about the
LOC, please call the NJWA at (908)
789-9696.

Maria Mazziotti GillanMaria Mazziotti GillanMaria Mazziotti GillanMaria Mazziotti GillanMaria Mazziotti Gillan

pated with Symphony Pro Musica, a
semi-professional orchestra that pro-
duces symphonic music from the 18th,
19th, and 20th centuries.

“I really enjoyed being ‘in the or-
chestra pit,’” Cline said.

Her musical talents also lend them-
selves to vocal expression. While in
Worcester, Cline was a member of the
Sudbury Savoyards, a 100 percent vol-
unteer organization that produces Gil-
bert and Sullivan productions and do-
nates the proceeds to charity.

As a member of the Musical Club of
Westfield, Cline performs for mem-
bers several times a year. She plays
piccolo for the Summit Symphony,
and flute for the Madrigal Singers, a
Westfield group that sings in the style
of European Renaissance.

As a freelance musician, she plays
the flute in a musical trio for events
and parties.

Cline juggles her musical interests
with being a wife to her husband,
John, and a mother to her children,
Brendan, Devin and Kierin. All three
of Cline’s sons are following in the
footsteps of their musically inclined
mother.

Brendan plays the violin and now
plays guitar, Devin plays violin and
Kierin the flute.

An active volunteer at her children’s
schools, when time allows, Cline en-
joys quilting and reading.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Three Sopranos Ready for Rome
mediate School (EIS) in Westfield,
Julie is the daughter of Dr. and Mrs.
Stephen Daurio of Westfield. At EIS,
she plays cello in the orchestra.

Julie has performed the roles of
Deborah Sue in Bye Bye Birdie, Vir-
ginia in Oklahoma, a postulant in The
Sound of Music, an orphan in the

Baker Ballroom production of Annie,
and a soloist in the Songs of the
Spirit Coffeehouse Production. She
has also appeared in the Townsquare
Playhouse production of Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat.

She studies cello privately with Carl
Baron, dance at the Center of Dance
Education in Clark, and piano with
Jeannette Ferrell Maraffi at the APS.

Julie performed previously in Rome
in the Donizetti opera E’lisir D’Amore
(The Elixir of Love) as a member of the
Rome Festival’s Young Artists in Rome
program.

“I was very happy when I received
the letter telling me that I was ac-
cepted. I really didn’t expect to get
picked,” shared Mia. “I can’t wait to
get on that plane, be in Rome and start
singing.” She added that the experi-
ence will not only provide her with an
opportunity to sing in an opera, but
will shine positively on a resume.

“It will show that I’m serious about
singing,” she noted. “because I’ve ac-
tually gone to another country to study
opera.”

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Sal
Pafumi of Westfield, Mia has held
roles in Oklahoma and The Sound of
Music. She recently performed the
role of Rosie in the EIS production of
Bye Bye Birdie. An active soloist in the
choir at the Church of the Holy Trin-
ity in Westfield, Mia also studies pi-
ano.

Mia is also an eighth grader at EIS.
She has attended the Paper Mill Play-
house Intensive Summer Camp.

Julie, Mia and Laura are all stu-
dents at the APS, which is under the
direction of Mrs. Maraffi and Molly
Barber.

A soprano, Mrs. Maraffi established
an international reputation as a per-
forming musician before establishing
her teaching studio in New Jersey.


