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Resident Would Like to See Speed
Enforcement on Woodland Avenue

Last week, the Westfield Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Committee
(PST&P) introduced several recommen-
dations to the council for making parking
friendlier and streets safer for citizens.
These proposals are a continuation of the
work toward solving Westfield’s parking
problems by providing additional alter-
natives for commuters and residents.

Parking in Westfield was unchecked
for years until the creation of the
Westfield Police Department Parking
Services Division (PSD). Since then,
efforts have been made to better man-
age our parking assets. To some, this
PSD management effort has been per-
ceived as an “attack on citizens.” How-
ever, I assure you, this is not my inten-
tion and I do not believe this is the goal
of the council or the PSD.

The PST&P committee has proposed
several approaches to address impor-
tant short-term issues.

PST&P recommends that daily com-
muter permits be sold in the South Av-
enue train station parking lot from 7 to 9
a.m. Available to Westfield residents
only, the price proposed is $5 per day.

In addition, PST&P recommends that
parking in the Watterson and South
Avenue train station lots be free for
anyone after 12 noon. This will provide
an alternative afternoon parking solu-
tion for part-time employees and shop-
pers in the CBD and on South Avenue.

A police officer will be stationed in
the South Avenue parking lot to monitor
the parking conditions and sell the per-
mits. This would have the added benefit
of a visible police presence for the con-
tinued protection of our commuters.

In addition to these efforts, PSD will
continue to adjust our permit oversell
rates to further increase utilization.

Ordinances have been on the books
for years that prohibit overnight park-
ing on any street in the downtown or in
any municipal lot. The police and pub-
lic works departments have recom-
mended the enforcement of this ordi-
nance to provide for better citizen safety
and to streamline street maintenance.

While this may be prudent, it would
be unfair to the residents of the central
business district without providing
them with an alternative.

As such, “Night Hours” are proposed
in Lot 4 located behind Baron’s Drugs.
For approximately $1 dollar per night, a
section of the parking lot will be desig-
nated from 7 p.m. until 8 a.m. for over-
night permit parking for residents in the
central business district. This lot will
continue to provide full parking avail-
ability for downtown businesses and
shoppers during peak use as well as
maintaining evening space for patrons
of restaurants and the movie theatre.

While these changes will not com-
pletely solve Westfield’s parking prob-
lems, they are a good start. The council
will also continue to investigate the
feasibility, need and desire of our citi-
zens to undertake the construction of
parking decks at certain designated
locations around town.

Over the course of the last year, we
have discussed parking issues with
hundreds of citizens who have ex-
pressed their views, opinions and po-
tential solutions regarding parking in
Westfield. These ideas all have some
basis in those conversations, and I thank
each and every person for their thought-
ful input and advice.

For more information, please see
www.jamesfoerst.net or e-mail
jfoerst@westfieldnj.net.
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Town Council News

Initiatives For Friendlier Parking
And Safer Westfield Streets

Is Westfield’s ‘Community Friendly’
Police Image Fading?

As we discussed at the traffic meeting
on December 9, 2003, the volume of
traffic and speeds at which cars travel on
Woodland Avenue is out of control. We
have gone back and analyzed Westfield
Police Department radar enforcement
records from July 2003 to February 2004
and the results are shocking! Enforce-
ment of the speed limit (or lack thereof)
as compared to other streets in Westfield
borders is gross negligence of our town
officials and police department. While
we had always suspected this based upon
our daily experiences; the data is over-
whelming.

To refresh your memory, Woodland
Avenue is a narrow (only 25 feet wide)
residential road in a winding like coun-
tryside like setting. About 6,000 vehicles
travel on this road on a typical weekday
with 580 vehicles traveling on Woodland
Avenue per hour, during peak weekday
commuter hours per the Wilbur Smith
Associates (WSA) traffic safety and traf-
fic report October 2003. (WSA report, pg
6). As was discussed at the meeting on
December 9, a comparison of the speed/
volume and enforcement of speed limit
between Woodland Avenue and Lawrence
Avenue in Westfield was reviewed. As
per the WSA study, Woodland Avenue
averages 6,000 vehicles per day com-
pared to only 5,200 vehicles per day on
Lawrence Avenue (a much wider through
fare) or a difference of 800 vehicles per
day or 15 percent additional volume.
(WSA report – Pg 33).

While traffic volume on Woodland
Avenue is 15 percent higher than
Lawrence Avenue the data from the
Westfield police department show that
over the eight month period from July
2003 to February 2004 a total of 218
speeding summonses and written warn-
ings have been issued on Lawrence Av-

enue versus only 49 on Woodland Av-
enue, and as the town’s traffic survey
showed Woodland Avenue has 15 per-
cent more volume. The same survey
showed the cars average speed on both
roads are very comparable.

Lawrence Avenue accounted for 21
percent of all speeding violations issued
in the Town of Westfield over the eight-
month period, while Woodland Avenue
represents less than five percent of the
violations.

In four of the eight months, less than
five summonses and written warnings
(in total), were issued on Woodland
Avenue and the highest month had 13
violations (note the 13 violations were
given in July 2003, when the WSA sur-
vey was being taken with the help of the
Westfield Police Department.) This com-
pares with 61 summonses and written
warnings issued on Lawrence Avenue in
the month of February 2003, alone.

A graph shows the total number of viola-
tions (summonses and written warnings) for
the eight month period for the top 10 ticketed
streets in Westfield, and while Lawrence
Avenue has less volume it is number one in
speed enforcement by an unexplainable wide
margin. Woodland Avenue is ninth on the
list. Lawrence Avenue is almost double the
second highest ticketed street, Rahway Av-
enue at 119 tickets and summonses and
Dudley Avenue at 114.

Rafael (Betancourt), despite our nu-
merous efforts to have this very hazard-
ous situation corrected, real speed en-
forcement and traffic control solutions
have not been put in place.

We wish to arrange a meeting with
you, the mayor and the chief of police to
discuss this situation immediately.

Richard Kender
Westfield

I grew up in Westfield. I work in
Westfield. I live in Westfield. I volun-
teer in Westfield. I care about Westfield.
Westfield is an ideal community to raise
my children in.

My family and I are sincerely grateful
to Chief Tracy and “Westfield’s Finest”
for keeping our streets predominantly,
crime free. A growing concern, how-
ever, widely echoed throughout the town-
ship is the perpetual ticketing bonanza
that has plagued our community over the
last few months.

On Saturday, May 22, I headed down-
town to pick up a few items. While in
queue at a red light on Central Avenue,
a Westfield patrolman in a yellow shirt
approached my vehicle. The patrolman
directed me into an adjacent parking
area. At this time, I asked why I was
being detained.

Evidently, my inquiry was unclear as
an amused officer smiled and sarcasti-
cally advised that he is not “containing”
me. The patrolman then asked if there
was a reason that I was not wearing my
seatbelt. Disgusted by both having for-
gotten to attach my seatbelt as well as
now realizing why I was being detained,
I advised the officer that there was no
reason for not wearing my seatbelt.

As if my response was not sufficient,
the officer then repeated my response to
me in an agitated tone. At this time, I
looked up at the patrolman to read her
nametag. Oddly, she was not wearing
one, and perhaps like my seatbelt, she
had just forgotten it this one time.

As a result, I asked the officer for her
name to which she quickly and dili-
gently spelled “P-E-R-R-O-T-T-A” and

then asked “Did you get all that?” She
then asked me in a clearly agitated tone,
“Do you have a problem?” In an effort to
diffuse the situation, I assured her that I
did not have a problem and then she
walked away from my vehicle.

Predictably, nearly 15 minutes later,
the officer reappeared with a summons
for $45 for my failure to secure a fastened
seatbelt. After advising me that I have a
right to a court hearing, the patrolman
then told me to “have a nice day.”

In the end, she was justified in her
action, as I was guilty of forgetting to
wear my seatbelt that afternoon. Argu-
ably, a warning may have been more
appropriate as I am a Westfield taxpayer
with a clean driving record who has
never been warned prior. Then again,
warnings are only used for speeding on
Lawrence Avenue, not for first time
seatbelt offenders waiting at traffic lights.

What truly bewilders me is what Chief
Tracy accomplishes by allowing a few
officers to squeeze the townspeople. I
am certain that all efforts to create a
“community friendly” police force
evaporate with each parking ticket or
seatbelt promotion. I can only imagine
what next month’s ticketing theme will
be — block party jaywalking?

Clearly, I am not losing focus of what
is important. Again, it is with sincere
appreciation for Chief Tracy and the
Westfield Police Department that our
streets remain safe. As a public relations
reminder though, a little sensitivity to
the townspeople goes a long way.

James Murray
Westfield

Moms Called Police Because of
Umpire’s Behavior, Not Coach’s

I was shocked to read Christine Foley’s
letter to the editor in the May 20 edition
of The Westfield Leader. She was writ-
ing in response to a blurb she read the
previous week in the Police Blotter re-
ferring to an altercation at Gumbert Park
between a coach and umpire that neces-
sitated police intervention.

Ms. Foley was not present at the game
and did not witness the erratic behavior
on the part of the umpire, yet she jumped
to the conclusion that the coaches should
be removed from their positions.

I was at this now infamous baseball
game. I witnessed an umpire looking for
a fight. This umpire was so filled with
rage that at one point he actually threw
down his umpiring-gear and dared one
of the coaches to hit him. It was at this
point that I, along with some other base-
ball moms, called the Westfield Police
Department. We were concerned for the
safety of our coaches.

Ms. Foley did not witness our coaches
handling this difficult situation in an
exemplary manner. She did not see how
the coaches did not take the umpire’s
bait and resort to physical violence. In-
stead these gentlemen attempted to dif-
fuse the situation with words. The

coaches called the game off. The umpire
was either oblivious to the children’s
presence or thought that children wit-
nessing potential adult violence was OK.

I sincerely hope that our coaches will
remain in Westfield baseball. I think
they made every effort to show our chil-
dren how to handle conflicts in a con-
trolled, sportsman-like way. Not only do
I feel comfortable with my son remain-
ing on his existing baseball team, being
coached by his existing coaches, I would
actually request these coaches for next
year.

As for the umpire, I don’t think the
Westfield Baseball Association is a place
for a person with so much anger. I would
certainly do my best to avoid having this
person ump any of my son’s future games.
Barroom behavior has no place in the
Westfield Baseball Association.

As for Ms. Foley, the police blotter is
just a brief account of our police
department’s activity. It is not meant to
supply all the facts needed on which to
base an argument. Sometimes knowing
a bit more information sheds a whole
new light on a situation.

Karen Milrod
Westfield

Peter J. Dugan, Saw Action in the Pacific;
Project Manager at Nuclear Power Plant
Peter J. Dugan of Whiting died on

Monday, May 24, at the Community
Medical Center in Toms River.

Born in Elizabeth, he had lived in
Westfield, Scotch Plains and North
Carolina before relocating to Whiting
10 years ago.

Mr. Dugan had been employed by
the N.P.S. Company of New Jersey as
Project Manager at the S.M.U.D.
Nuclear Power Plant in Herald, Calif.,
retiring in 1989.

A United States Marine, he served
as a sergeant in the Pacific Theater
during World War II. He participated in
the campaigns of Saipan, Tinian,
Roinamur and Iwo Jima.

He was predeceased by his wife,

Mary Kuzma Dugan.
Surviving are two daughters, Sharon

Coughlin of Bedford, N.H. and Cynthia
Batchelder of Cranford; a son, Mark Dugan
of Cranford; a sister, Mary Duncan; two
brothers, Michael Dzugan and Charles
Dzugan, and nine grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was of-
fered yesterday, Wednesday, May 26,
at St. Anne’s Roman Catholic Church
in Garwood.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue in
Cranford.

Memorial donations may be made to
the Marian Helpers of Stockbridge,
Mass. 01263.
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More Letters to the Editor

– More Obituaries –
Elsie Mae Franklin, 87, Scout Leader;

Had Once Worked For The Times
Surviving are her husband, Richard

E. Franklin; a daughter, Janet Mae
Zahumeny, and two grandchildren.

Funeral services will be at 11 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, May 28, at the First
Baptist Church of Westfield. Com-
mittal will follow at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 7
to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, May 27, at
the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Math Schol-
arship Fund at Roselle Park High
School, 185 West Webster Avenue,
Roselle Park 07204.

May 27, 2004

Elsie Mae Franklin, 87, of
Kenilworth died on Monday, May 24,
at Union Hospital in Union.

Born in Keyport, she had lived in
Mountainside, then in Cranford, be-
fore moving to Kenilworth in 2000.

Mrs. Franklin had worked as a com-
puter typesetter for the Hunterdon County
Democrat and then for The Scotch Plains
Times, prior to retiring in 1977.

She was a member of the First
Baptist Church in Westfield and the
American Baptist Women. During
the 1950s and 1960s, she was a Girl
Scout leader and a Sunday School
teacher in Roselle.

She was predeceased by her son,
Mark Evans Franklin, in 2001.


