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GELMETTI FIRES 3-HITTER, FANS 7

Blue Devils Blank Bees
In Softball Sections, 3-0

KASKIW MAKES DIVING SNAG IN CF

W. Morris S’ballers Stop
Raiders, 5-3, in Sections

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fielding miscues in the early in-
nings cost the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School softball team advance-
ment to the quarterfinals of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tourna-
ment when West Morris took those
mistakes and combined them with a
few long balls to grab a 5-3 victory in
Scotch Plains on May 20. Early on,
the Raiders found themselves on the
wrong side of momentum when they
committed four errors in the first
three innings, which resulted in four
unearned runs.

West Morris Highlander senior
Casey Steffan became a one-person
wrecking crew at the plate, going 3-
for-4, with a triple, a solo home run
and three runs scored. The only time
she made an out came in the seventh
inning when she blasted a shot to deep
right field and Raider Jamee Easley
made a fabulous running catch.

“She steps on the field. There’s
confidence there, the way she picks
up grounders and she hits,” said
Raider Head Coach Kelli Covert of
Steffan.

The Raiders matched the High-
landers in hits with six. Taylor
Cianciotta, Shanayia Willis and
Lauren Benovengo each had a hit
and a run scored while Elaine Piniat,
Kelli Kaskiw and Easley each had a
single and an RBI.

Although recording no strikeouts,
Raider pitcher Piniat allowed no
walks and only one earned run. High-
lander pitcher Leah Granat recorded
three strikeouts, walked one and had
two earned runs.

In the top of the first inning, Steffan
ripped a two-out triple to leftfield
and scored on the next play on a
throwing error to first base. Raider
third baseman Lauren Mains pre-
vented further scoring with a diving

catch of a fly.
“Lauren is a great player and she’s

a freshman. She played football with
the boys, baseball with the boys. You
know she’s going to do it every time,”
said Covert.

In the third, Highlander Jen Peach
reached first on another throwing
error and Steffan looped a single into
shallow right. Kaitlyn Reti reached
first safely on a unsuccessful fielder’s
choice attempt to nail Peach at the
plate. Next, Steffan scored on a passed
ball. After two successful bunt
singles, Granat lofted a fly to shal-
low center. Raider centerfielder
Kaskiw ran in and made a brilliant
diving grab for the out, limiting
Granat to just an RBI sacrifice fly
and preventing further runs.

“Kelli will do anything she has to
do to get to the ball,” said Covert. “I
have every confidence that she is
going to get there. If she doesn’t,
Jamee Easley has wheels too and I
know she is going to back her up.”

The Raiders’ first scoring opportu-
nity came up short in the fourth when
Kaskiw, on third, attempted to swipe
home on a passed ball but was nabbed
at the plate. Two Raiders managed to
score in the fifth inning. Willis
slapped a single to center and
Benovengo reached on an error.
Easley and Kaskiw each tapped an
RBI single.

In the fifth, Cianciotta poked a
single to right, Benovengo singled
and Piniat followed with an RBI
single, making the score 5-3.

“We have to jump on them right in
the beginning, get those runs and
hold onto them. When we have done
that, we won,” said Covert. “Today,
we got right back into it after giving
up those errors. There’s great poten-
tial here!”
West Morris 103 010 0 5
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 021 0 3

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School soft-
ball team tuned up with a 3-0 win
over visiting Bayonne in the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4,
quarterfinals on May 20. Pitcher
Lauren Gelmetti baffled the Bees
with her fastball and turned in a solid
three-hit performance, fanning seven
and walking one.

“Gelmetti looked very comfortable
and confident out there and worked
ahead of every single batter. Once she
was ahead, she really hit her spots and
shut them down. She threw her junk
and they chased it. I think she pitched
a wonderful game,” said Head Coach
Tara Pignoli. “We’re always looking
for that perfect defensive game and
this is now two in a row. They played
with more confidence going against
stronger pitching.”

The 14-7 Blue Devils made sev-
eral fine defensive plays but Kristena
Fietkiewicz and MaryKate Flannery
performed defensive wizardry with
three outstanding snags apiece.

“I think we all came into this game
pumped up, wanted to win and that
was our main goal,” said Fietkiewicz.
“We focused on every play during
the game. When the soft hits came
my way, I was ready to charge hard
and came up throwing. On the hard
ones, you keep your eye on it, watch
it come into your glove.”

In the bottom of the first, Gelmetti
rapped a double and Lauren
Musacchia hammered a long RBI
double to centerfield. In the fifth,
Westfield took a 2-0 lead. Abby
Chazanow beat out a bunt single and
moved to second on Fietkiewicz’s
sacrifice. Flannery poked her second
single over the third baseman’s head

and Gelmetti lofted a sacrifice to
left, scoring Chazanow.

“I usually go after the first pitch
because pitcher’s like to throw it
right over the plate. I try to hit it into
the hole somewhere and usually get
on,” said Flannery. “This was a fun
game, a state game and it meant a lot
to us.”

The Blue Devils upped the score to
3-0 in the sixth. Katie Smith rifled a
single past short. Marilyn Mench
advanced Smith to second and desig-
nated hitter Danielle Coleman
cracked an RBI triple to right center.

“The first time at bat, I was a little
over anxious and I swung at a not-so-
good pitch,” said Coleman. “The
second time, I slowed down and con-
nected for an infield single, then in
my third at bat and down in the count
I decided it was my turn to step up
because the seniors have really been
good stepping up. Frost always com-
mands the infield with Musacchia
and Guerriero commands the out-
field really well, so I felt this was my
time to really contribute and I’m
happy with the results.”

In the seventh, first baseman Jen
Frost scooped up a sharp ground ball
and Gelmetti fired off two strikeouts
to secure the victory.

“They’re hitting the ball hard and
her pitch selection has been good,”
said coach Pignoli. “This is a good
hitting team. They make the pitcher
work and they don’t give her much by
chasing bad pitches. This team is
probably hitting 100 points higher
than they did last year. Getting a
couple of these big wins, I think is just
kind of falling like dominoes. They’re
feeling good and playing good ball.”
Bayonne (13-10) 000 000 0 0
Westfield 100 011 x 3

the bottom of the first. Jan
Cocozziello and Hearon received free
passes, Brian Power singled in
Cocozziello and Hearon streaked
home on an errant throw.

The Chiefs took a 5-2 lead in the
second on a bases loaded RBI single
by Brigham Eubanks, an unearned
run on an infield bobble and a two-
run double by Robert Rose. The 14-
7 Blue Devils immediately answered
with a run when Sam Kim singled,
robbed second and scored on
Coccozziello’s double.

Blue Devil Mike Murray whacked
a solo homer over the 321-foot right-
field fence in the third then, in fourth,
with a Chief on first and one out,
second baseman Mike Diaz caught a
towering popup, the runner left too
early and was ruled out. In the bot-
tom of the inning, Cocozziello legged
out a single, stole second and streaked
home on Hearon’s RBI double, tying
the score at five.

“I didn’t have my best stuff but I
just kept fighting out there,” said
Hearon. “Too many walks and a
couple of hits led to all their runs, but
I’m glad coach Brewster let me stay
in there to continue the battle. I settled
down, found my rhythm and con-
trolled my two-seam fastball better
and got the help of my fielders.”

Streaman took the mound in the
sixth. A combination of well-placed
fastballs and change-ups muffled the

Chiefs along with centerfielder
Hearon, who hauled in back-to-back
fly balls.

Two more Blue Devils scored in
the fifth. Diaz walked and Kim pum-
meled a two-run homer into deep-
center.

“I knew with two outs that he was
going to come right at me with a fast
ball on a on-and-one count,” said
Kim. “I just got good bat on the ball
and wanted to bring the run in. I was
running hard and I didn’t even think
that was going to go over, but it did
and it put us over the top.”

Streaman preserved the victory when
the Chiefs came up empty in the top of
the seventh after a well-executed relay
from Tom Ricciutti to Brian Power, a
strikeout and a head-first diving snag
by Cocozziello in right.

“With a two-run lead with only six
outs left, you try to keep the runners
off the bags, but the defense was
behind me, and that was great,” said
Streaman.

“I am very pleased with the
progress that he has made,” said
Brewster. “He started pitching last
year and was an outfielder his whole
life, but we saw something and that
was, ‘real strength’ in his arm. He’s
been on the mound six games for us
and has been successful in five of
those.”
Piscataway 050 000 0 5
Westfield 211 120 x 7

WF Blue Devil Nine Roll Past
Chiefs, 7-5, in Sectionals
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF AWARD
Professional Services

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education met on April 29, 2004 and awarded the
following contracts for professional services pursuant to 18A:18A.5.a(1).  The resolution of
award and the contracts listed below are available for public inspection at the Office of the
Board Secretary located at Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday:

Contract
Name Nature of Award Contract Period Amount
Casper P. Boehm, Jr., Esq. Legal Services 7/1/04-6/30/05 $109,835.00
Barre & Company Auditing Services 7/1/04-6/30/05 $25,200.00
Raymond A. Cassetta Negotiating Services 7/1/04-6/30/05 $27,350.00

Anthony Del Sordi
Business Administrator/Board Secretary

1 T - 5/27/04, The Times Fee: $30.60

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY BUT SAFE…West Morris Highlander Casey Steffan slides
under the tag of Raider pitcher Elaine Piniat in the first inning.

For additional information or a private tour, please call:

Patricia Plante
Sales Associate

Call Direct: (908) 233-2162
600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090

Office: (908) 233-0065

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

MOUNTAINSIDE—Set amid the beauty of the Watchung Reserva-
tion, this updated Ranch provides 3 bedrooms, 2½ baths, eat-in

kitchen, family room with fireplace, wood floors and more! Sliding

doors lead you to the patio where you will enjoy the lush, fenced prop-

erty. This home provides tranquil beauty, conveniently located just

moments from shops, schools and New York City transportation.
Presented for $599,000

Call Pat Plante for details (908) 233-2162

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FLICKING A BEE…Blue Devil second baseman Kristina Fietkiewicz played a
strong defensive game and went two-for-three with the ‘metal stick’. The Westfield
softball team blanked the Bees, 3-0 in the NJ, Section 2, Group 4 quarterfinals.


