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BLUE DEVIL WOODS WINS POLE VAULT, RAIDER KOPNICKI WINS 3200M

Raider Boys Place 4th, Blue Devils 8th
In NJ Section 2, Group 3&4 Track Meet

By DAVID B. CORBIN & FRED
LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raider Brian Kopnicki and
Westfield High School Blue Devil
Mike Woods tuned up for their
NJSIAA Group tournaments by grab-
bing first in their respective events at
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
& 4 track meets in South Plainfield
on May 21-22. The Raider boys
placed fourth overall in Group 3 with

a total of 34 and the Blue Devil boys
finished eighth in Group 4 with 34
points. The Blue Devil girls finished
10th in Group 4 with 24 points and
the Raider girls finished tied for 12th
in Group 3 with 13 points.

Kopnicki ran two of the best races
of his career and had a running battle
with Phillipsburg’s Josh Davis in
both. First, in the 1600 meters,
Kopnicki put on a strong kick in the
final 200 meters and finished second
in a near photo-finish with a per-
sonal-best (PB) time of 4:17.52 –
four-and-a-half seconds better. Davis
also ran a PB at 4:17.26.

“My strategy was to stay behind
Davis and go with him as long as I
could, because he ran a 4:16 split in
the East Coast Relays,” said
Kopnicki, who credited his 800-meter
training. “I only ran a 4:21 before
that. It [training] not only gave me
strength but it gave me confidence in
my kick. Previous years, I didn’t
really have a kick, so I had to get a
lead in the beginning.”

Kopnicki turned the tables on Davis
in the 3,200 meters, finishing first in
a PB time of 9:32.39 – nearly nine
seconds better – while Davis crossed
in 9:41.17. Once again, Kopnicki’s
strong kick in the final lap made the
difference.

“I laid back, waited for Davis to
come up. We passed the pack and
then it was he and I for awhile,” said
Kopnicki. “In the last lap, I just
wanted to secure the lead and went
off a little earlier than last time be-
cause, in the mile, he out-kicked me.
The last time I went out with 200 left.
This time I went out 400, got away

from him, and he couldn’t go with
me.”

Kopnicki also had enough pop left
to finish fifth in the triple jump with
a distance of 41’3.25”.

Woods, who usually finishes sec-
ond to teammate Mike Gorski in the
pole vault, took top
honors in the event
with a clearance of
14 feet while
Gorski took sec-
ond at 13 feet.

Blue Devil Jeff
Perrella gave
B r i d g e w a t e r -
Raritan’s John
Guzman a run for
the roses, coming
on strong in the fi-
nal stretch of the
1600 meters, fin-
ishing second with
a time of 4:30.67
to Guzman’s
4:30.38.

“We went out
slow, so I knew I
had it in my legs to
kick that long,”
said Perrella. “He
got out too far in
front of me an I
couldn’t catch him
in the end.”

Perrella went on
to place second in
the 3200 meters
with a time of
9:44.74, less than a second behind
winner Mike Zecca of Bridgewater-
Raritan.

“In the last two or three laps, I

actually had a nice little combina-
tion of two songs going through my
head,” said Perrella. “I was singing
that to myself and trying to forget the
pain and that’s what you have to do.
I just held on and I’m pleased with
my performance.”

Raider Sean Smith qualified for
the Group 3 meet by finishing third
in the 400 intermediate hurdles with
a PB time of 56.62 and sixth in the
110 hurdles with a time of 15.59.

Initially not aware of his PB in the
400 hurdles, Smith said, “I was dis-
appointed when I finished third. I
was off in my steps a little bit in the
last couple of hurdles, but I didn’t
know I had a personal best.”

Raiders Tim Karis placed fifth in
the discus with a heave of 141’9”,
Iceberg Bryant took fifth in the long
jump with a distance of 20’7.75” and
Max Carow tied for fourth in the pole
vault with a height of 12 feet.

For the girls, Blue Devil Emily
MacNeil crossed second in the 800
meters with a time of 2:18.32 and
fourth in the 400 meters at 59.55.

“I was hoping to place in the top
six,” said McNeil of her 800. “I tried
to go hard and stay inside. The East

SCALFARO 3-HITS LIONS; MONTAGNA, WINNING RBI

Raiders Grab UC Title, Cage
Roselle Catholic Lions, 3-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior James Scalfaro (5-0) reigned
supreme on the mound and desig-
nated hitter Jared Montagna provided
the necessary clout to lead the fourth-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team to a 3-1 victory
over Roselle Catholic in the champi-
onship game of the Union County
Tournament (UCT) at Memorial
Field in Linden on May 22.

The Raiders have appeared in three
UCT title games and won all three –
the first in 1969 and the second in
1976 (both against Cranford). In the
1976 game, the Raiders won a 1-0,
11-inning pitchers’ duel featuring
Raider ace Ed Reilly and Cougar ace
Jim Carsey. The Raiders scored in
the top of the 11th when Reilly scored
from second base on a single by Billy
Flagg. Reserve centerfielder Mike
D’Annunzio preserved the victory

when he grabbed a single and fired to
catcher Rick Patten who put the tag
on Cougar base runner Mike
Forrestal.

Scalfaro, who had a bit of a shaky
start in the semifinals against New
Providence, was superb throughout,
allowing just three hits and walking
three while striking out five. Scalfaro
ran into trouble only in the fourth
inning when Lion Mike Lukko
banged a leadoff triple to center and
scored on a groundout to short by
Pete BonGiovanni.

Scalfaro, the game’s Most Valu-
able Player, said, “I felt good coming

KIM SMASHES 2-RUN GAME-WINNER

Blue Devil Nine Roll Past
Chiefs, 7-5, in Sectionals

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Solid pitching by Billy Hearon (4-
1), a Sam Kim clutch two-run homer
in the fifth and a impressive two-
inning relief performance by Mike
Streaman earned Westfield a 7-5 vic-
tory over Piscataway, in the
quarterfinals of the NJSIAA/PSEG
Group 3 tournament in Westfield on
May 21. Hearon recovered after a
tough five-run second inning, fin-
ished with four strikeouts and walked

five in five innings.
“Hearon, number one, is a great

competitor. He’s as tough as they
come and they didn’t name him,
‘All-skin, knee team,’ for nothing,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster. “He had an outstanding
game, had a big hit that tied the
game, then after coming out, instead
of sulking goes out to centerfield and
makes two of the greatest catches.”

The Blue Devils took a 2-0 lead in

SCHOTT, LAU, HOGARTH SCORE ONE GOAL EACH

Hilltoppers Whip Blue Devils
For UCT Boys Lax Title, 12-3

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A tight battle earlier in the season
between two top boys lacrosse teams
that carry lots of firepower was ex-
pected to be another close confronta-
tion. However, on May 18 at Tatlock
Field in Summit, the 14-3 Summit
boys lacrosse team broke a scoreless
first-quarter game wide open and
outgunned Westfield, 12-3, to cap-
ture the Union County Tournament
title.

Hilltopper netkeeper Rob
Schroeder made 11 saves and Blue
Devil goalkeeper Chris Zaffuto was
pummeled with 22 shots and made
11 saves, many of them spectacular.
Mike Dugan brandished the Blue
Devil net with four goals. Senior
attackmen Andrew Shott, Taylor
Hogarth and Brady Lau each rippled
the Hilltopper cage with one goal.

“Summit played one of their better
games today,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Gerry Benaquista. “They
moved the ball well. Defensively,
they played position and didn’t give
us too many opportunities. We didn’t
take the opportunities when we had
them. We hit some posts, we missed
some man-ups and we needed to
capitalize on certain situations. We
didn’t and that really got us behind.
In the first quarter, we won the first
face-off, came down and killed two
or three minutes, and that’s what we
needed to do. We got a shot or two
and held time of possession. We
played hard, beat them on ground
balls and that really showed how we
played.”

After the first quarter, the Blue
Devils’ offense sputtered while the

Hilltoppers caught the defense off-
guard and flicked in a goal with just
32 ticks off the clock then continued
domination to build a 3-0 lead.

“I believe I played well in the first
half by making some good saves in
close and from outside,” said Zaffuto.
“Holding Summit to 3-0 in the first

half showed it was a great effort on
our part.”

The Blue Devils had an opportu-
nity to seize control in the third quar-
ter when they earned a two-man ad-
vantage but could not score despite
several shots that bounced off the
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A RUNNING BATTLE…Raider Brian Kopnicki, center, finished just
behind Phillipsburg’s Josh Davis, right, in the 1600 meters but came back to
beat him in the 3200 meters.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE EVENTUAL WINNING RUN…Raider Matt Powers dives back to first in
the fourth inning. Powers went on to score the eventual winning run.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

POURING IT ON…Blue Devil Emily MacNeil finished
second in the 800 meters  and fourth  in the 400 meters to
advance to the NJSIAA Group tournaments.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MIXING UP THE PITCHES…Blue Devil pitcher Billy Hearon had an impres-
sive outing in five-innings of battle. Hearon fanned four Chiefs, ripped an RBI
double to tie the game and made two great snags in centerfield.


