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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GODSPEED…Area soldiers of the New Jersey National Guard headquartered in Westfield leave for active duty at Fort
Drum, New York in preparation for war last Thursday. The streets were lined and the air was filled with applause from
many hundreds of well-wishers, family and the entire high school student body.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ON THE MOVE…Soldiers of the New Jersey National Guard headquartered
in Westfield ready their vehicles last Thursday in preparation for driving to
Fort Drum, N.Y.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LEGISLATIVE EDUCATION…Senator Tom Kean, Jr. from the 21st Legislative District went to Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield to speak to fourth graders to prepare them for their field trip to the Senate House in Trenton next
week. While there, Senator Kean heard from students who proposed a bill to make asparagus the state vegetable.
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County Freeholders Pass Budget;
Candidate Critical of Increase

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

As expected, officials passed the
2004 operating budget at the May
20 meeting of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. Free-
holders voted to increase the budget
approximately 7 percent from last
year’s $355.9 million budget.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella,
who headed this year’s budget com-
mittee, commended the committee’s
work, noting that Union County went
from a $27.5 million budget deficit
in 2003 to a $5 million surplus this
year.

Mirabella said that this year’s bud-
get recognized savings through state
and federal grants, a new inmate-
processing fee, and programs such
as the early retirement program. The
early retirement program alone
saved over $4 million, according to
Mirabella. He added that 2004’s
budget cut over $1,000,000 through
savings in negotiations with insur-

ance carriers and a hiring freeze.
“This budget allows us to invest

in the necessary projects like roads
and bridges, parks and recreational
programs and services to the aged
and people in need,” said Mirabella.

Freeholder Lewis Mingo praised
the budget committee, saying, “the
budget always gets criticized” by
members of the public. He recog-
nized that while the economy is under
constant scrutiny, the budget increases
would result in additional services for
the residents of Union County.

“You can’t improve people’s qual-
ity of life without some expense,”
said Mingo.

Bruce Paterson, a Republican can-
didate vying for a freeholder seat
this year, disapproved of the planned
budget increase.

“You can’t improve people’s qual-
ity of life without some expense,”

--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.

“The last couple of years, obviously,
this budget to me is spiraling out of
control,”
--Republican Freeholder Candidate--Republican Freeholder Candidate--Republican Freeholder Candidate--Republican Freeholder Candidate--Republican Freeholder Candidate

Bruce PatersonBruce PatersonBruce PatersonBruce PatersonBruce Paterson

“The last couple of years, obvi-
ously, this budget to me is spiraling
out of control,” said Paterson.

Paterson noted that while the bud-
get hearing was open to the public
for comment, only three or four
people were in attendance.

He told the board that while a lack
of citizen turnout may indicate sat-
isfaction with the budget, it was not
the case. Paterson said he has heard
complaints concerning the budget,
and that the biggest complaint was
the increase itself.

“You really are here to serve the
taxpayers and contain the budget as
much as possible,” Paterson said.

The freeholder candidate saw no
reason for a 7 percent increase,
which he labeled “unwarranted.” He
added that, if elected to the free-
holder board, he would do some-
thing to combat the increase.

“You may have it in your mind
that they (the increases) are war-
ranted, but something jumping up 5,
7, 10, 12 percent a year is not war-
ranted,” said Paterson.

Union County Equalized Valuation, 2003
Westfield $5,058,451,887 10.36%

Summit $5,042,787,368 10.32%

Elizabeth $5,017,269,001 10.27%

Union $5,011,321,341 10.26%

Linden $3,881,909,275 7.95%

Cranford $2,925,830,691 5.99%

Scotch Plains $2,893,383,358 5.92%

Berkeley Heights $2,564,694,899 5.25%

Springfield $2,084,658,327 4.27%

Plainfield $1,930,913,586 3.95%

Rahway $1,914,296,824 3.92%

New Providence $1,856,780,721 3.80%

Clark $1,810,250,722 3.71%

Hillside $1,354,105,317 2.77%

Mountainside $1,307,282,944 2.68%

Kenilworth $1,124,037,141 2.30%

Roselle Borough $1,033,192,482 2.12%

Roselle Park $811,583,888 1.66%

Fanwood $789,601,241 1.62%

Garwood $423,225,773 0.87%

Winfield          $13,269,167 0.03%

Total County Property            $48,848,845,953

Property Evaluations,
Local Debt Examined

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
and LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

This article will be the first in a series
of stories on property evaluations and
debt throughout the area including
Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Union County.

* * * * * * *

All townships in the state of New
Jersey have their property evaluated
by the State Treasury Department
who determines the equalized valu-
ation of each municipality. The valu-
ation is used to determine several
things, including the amount of taxes
payable to the county. Figure one
shows the equalized valuation for
2003 for each of the 21 towns in
Union County from highest to lowest
valuation. In 2003, the total county
property was valued at approximately
$48.8 billion.

Westfield’s property carried the
greatest value, totaling $5.1 billion
or 10.36 percent of the total county
worth. The property evaluations for
Summit, Elizabeth and Union were
very close to that of Westfield. Note
that the chart does not account for
population or land area, but merely
total property value. From the chart
it can be determined that Westfield
paid more taxes to Union County
than any other municipality in 2003.

According to state statute 40A.2-
6, all municipalities in New Jersey
are allowed to incur debts up to 3.5
percent of their equalized valuations.
It is not known if this limitation
includes debt incurred by the school
system or not. The county is allowed
to incur debts up to 2 percent of the
assessed valuation, or, in the case of
Union County, up to almost $1 bil-
lion. However, amendment 1571 pro-
vides loopholes to exceed these limi-
tations in some cases, such as issues
of public health, necessary improve-
ments, or other specified areas. The
amendment points out that excessive

debt incurred by the school district
can hinder municipal projects under
40A2-6.

In many cases, payment on bonds
may be arranged to increase from the
first year the bond is issued until it is
paid off. As a result, the financial
impact of bonds may not always be
felt immediately. Depending on the
nature of a project and financing
terms, bonds may span typically from
10 to 40 years at varying interest
rates.

The Westfield and Scotch Plains
municipal clerks and the Westfield
Board of Education provided this
newspaper with the debt information
requested, promptly and without
charge. Fanwood Borough provided
the information promptly but charged
$21 as allowed for by the Open Pub-
lic Records Act. Requests made to
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School

District were submitted by phone
and in writing, but were not made
available as of press time. Similarly,
Mountainside Borough had not re-
sponded as of press time, but the
Mountainside Board of Education
provided the information request
promptly and without charge.

The following is a breakdown of
the outstanding debts of Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood munici-
pal governments and the Westfield
Board of Education. The remainder
of the debt data including
Mountainside Borough and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
will be discussed in future articles.

As of 2003, the equalized valua-
tion for Westfield is approximately
$5.06 billion. The municipal gov-
ernment is $13.5 million in debt
through bonds and bond anticipation
notes, including this year’s capital
projects. This puts the municipal debt
at 0.3 percent of the equalized valu-
ation. On a percentage basis,
Westfield municipal government is

Unidentified Odor at Beechwood School
Closes Classroom, Prompts Investigation

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation meeting Tuesday night began
with a discussion of the unidentified
odor that had forced one first grade
classroom to evacuate and three oth-
ers to turn off their air conditioning,
which is thought to be the source of
the problem.

The odor was detected two weeks
ago at Beechwood School and is
believed to have originated in the
hallway. The Board of Health was
called and the first grade class most
affected by the odor was moved to
the music room.

Beechwood was plagued with mold
after construction by Ciro Randazzo
Building, Inc. was halted upon his
removal from the job. Holes left in
the roof allowed water to seep into
the building causing a severe mold
problem. Extensive mold
remediation was done prior to the
opening of the school and it was
deemed mold free when the doors
were finally opened to students and
staff in January.

The odor is thought to be of an
organic nature, such as rotting leaves
or cardboard, not that of a decaying
animal. Air conditioning units were
taken apart and cameras were in-
serted into the ducts but were unable
to locate a source. Holes were made
in the walls to further investigate the
source of the problem but turned up
nothing.

The board has hired Enviro Tech-
niques, Inc. to perform mold air sam-
pling. They will also perform ozone
treatment and odor control in the
HVAC ducts in classrooms 110, 111,
116 and 117. The odor treatment that
will be performed, called OdorX, is
a non-toxic treatment used to cancel
out all odors.

The air sampling results will be
done this week and the results are
expected by the middle of next week.

In the meantime, the air condition-
ing units are only being run at night
in the effected classrooms. During
the day, windows and doors are be-
ing left open in order to remove the
smell so that the classrooms can be
utilized.

Parents were upset that they were
not notified of the situation and found
out through their children. Chief
School Administrator Dr. Gerard
Schaller told those in attendance,
“We will be investigating everything
and a letter will be going out to all
parents.”

In other news, Alexander Caffrey
was honored with the Rosenstiehl
Scholarship Award. Mr. Rosenstiehl,
a 40-year resident of Mountainside
left a stipend to be awarded to one
accomplished graduate of Deerfield
School. Teachers in recommenda-
tion letters described Mr. Caffrey,
who accepted the award from Board
President Peter Goggi, as “a free
spirited, grounded young man whose
actions with peers and teachers come
naturally.” He will receive $1,000
per year for the next four years to
offset tuition at the college of his
choice.

The dedication of Beechwood
School will be held on Sunday, June
6, from 3 to 5 p.m. The dedication of
a plaque and a tour of the school will
be part of the ceremony.

The ad hoc committee formed to
discuss busing issues will have its

first meeting tomorrow. They are
looking for any resident who has
ideas or concerns about the issue to
either join the committee or forward
their comments to the board. Anyone
interested should contact Board Ad-
ministrator Paul Vizzuso at (908)
232-3232 extension 142.

When asked about the search for a
new chief school administrator Mr.
Goggi stated, “We are very close
and I can’t tell you any more than
that.” He did say that the search has
been narrowed down to three candi-
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SID Returns
With $75,000

Study Request
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

An ordinance to appropriate
$75,000 out of the capital budget for
engineering and design work on the
downtown will be put before the
Westfield Town Council in the com-
ing weeks. After over an hour of
discussion, it was unclear whether
the ordinance would pass, with mem-
bers of the council unsure if they
would move forward with over $1
million in improvements in the down-
town.

The council has discussed the
Downtown Westfield Corporation’s
$1 million request over the past
month, but was unable to agree on
spending money on aesthetic im-
provements such as new sidewalks,
trees and lights.

DWC Chairman Allen DeRose
made the $75,000 request at Tuesday
night’s council meeting. He said that
while the DWC has agreed to pay for
half of the improvements, they would
not pay their portion of the $75,000
until the entire project is imple-
mented.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said that the $75,000 was
not the best use of taxpayer money.

Both he and First Ward Council-
man Sal Caruana said that the coun-
cil should decide whether to move
forward on the $1 million project
before appropriating the $75,000.
Both councilmen said that it was not
right to spend money for engineering
work on a project if it wasn’t going to
happen.

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse said that while he didn’t
object to investing in the downtown,
he would not sign off to spend
$400,000 on trees.

Second Ward Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan supported the entire
project and said that she didn’t want
to spend $75,000 to see the plans put
on the shelf.
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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SIGNALING HOPE…Bagpiper Matt Glackin of Clark and a Sergeant with
the Elizabeth Police Department sets the tone for festive times at the fundraiser
for the Center of Hope Hospice charity on May 20 at the Northside Trattoria
in Westfield. Several thousands of dollars were raised, aided by about 100
patrons and donation of the restaurant facility by owners Chris and Tim
Boyle. Pictured above, from the left, are: Event Chair Monica Bergin, Tim
Boyle, Chris Boyle, Matt Glackin and Auziliary President Marie Sloan. The
charity can be reached in Scotch Plains at (908) 654-3711 or by e-mailing
info@centerforhope.com.

Police Seek Volunteers
For TEAM Program
WESTFIELD -- The Westfield

Police Department has instituted a
program of educatio the public about
the need to observe the posted speed
limits for the safety of children, pe-
destrians and motoring public. The
TEAM (Traffic Enforcement And
Monitoring) Program, under the di-
rect supervision of the Westfield
Police Department trains civilians in
the use of radar equipment to moni-
tor the speeds on the roadway. Citi-
zens, following a training period, are
assigned street locations to observe
and enumerate the speeds of travel-
ing vehicles. This information is then
forwarded to the police department
who follows through with appropri-
ate notification.

In order for this program to be
successful adult volunteers are
needed to be trained as part of TEAM.
The time committment would be a
couple of hours a month.

For more information, or to volun-
teer, contact officer Lisa Perrotta at
(908) 789-6039.

Field House Opening
Scheduled on June 9

in less debt than Fanwood and Scotch
Plains municipal governments (0.78
percent and 0.68 percent respec-
tively).

This year, The Town of Westfield
intends to spend $1 million on recre-
ation improvements, including a turf
field and over $1 million on various
road improvements. The municipal-
ity lists the pool separately as a util-
ity with an outstanding debt of over
$2 million, but this number is in-
cluded in the total debt in this article.

Fanwood’s equalized valuation is
$789,601,241. Fanwood is currently
in debt for approximately $5.6 mil-
lion, or 0.78 percent of their valua-
tions. This does not include the debt
of the regional school district. Most
of Fanwood’s capital projects have
been for sewers, roads, curbing, and
other various capital improvements.

Scotch Plains has a current debt of
$15.9 million with an equalized valu-
ation of $2,893,383,358, which
makes their debt 0.68 percent of
their valuation.

The Westfield School System is
approximately $26.268 million in
debt. This includes the bond referen-
dums that were passed for school
construction in 1999 and 2001.

This puts Westfield at a total of
approximately $39.8 million in debt
or 0.79 percent of their equalized
valuation.

The Mountainside School system
is $4.8 million dollars in debt, pri-
marily for the Beechwood and
Deerfield School projects.

* * * * * * *
Michael Pollack contributed to this

article.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Evaluations,
Local Debt

‘Loyalty to Bucknell’ Award
Given Posthumously to Husch

WESTFIELD – Don Husch, a late
resident of Westfield, will be hon-
ored with the Loyalty to Bucknell
Award during Reunion Weekend cer-
emonies on June 5.

The award is given for extraordi-
nary service, dedication and com-
mitment to alma mater. Mr. Husch,
who passed away on May 8, was
notified of the award before his death.

Mr. Husch graduated from
Bucknell in 1954 with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Commerce and
Finance. An Army veteran, he worked
for Hudson Paper for 18 years before
beginning a career in real estate.

Following graduation, he served
as president of the Northern New Jer-
sey Bucknell Alumni Club for 15 years.
He also served as Reunion Chairper-

son or Reunion Gift Chairperson for
his 40th, 45th and 50th reunions.

In addition to his Bucknell activi-
ties, Mr. Husch was a director of Little
League baseball in Westfield. A trustee
of the Westfield Men’s College Club,
and member and trustee of the Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield.

Mr. Husch and his wife, Peggy, are
the parents of three children: Brad,
Cheri and Donna.

Reverend Nancy McClure
Named to Phi Kappa Phi

WESTFIELD – The Reverend
Nancy McClure, a graduate student
majoring in special education at
Shippensburg University in Pennsyl-
vania, has been inducted into the
university’s chapter of Phi Kappa Phi
Honor Society. A 1973 graduate of
Westfield High School, she is a 1977
graduate of Grove City College and a
1983 graduate of Princeton Seminary.

TEAM EFFORT…Members of the Garden Club of Westfield make short work
of planting new shrubs, flowers and trees around the Westfield Board of
Education building at the corner of Elm and Walnut Streets on a recent sunny
Saturday. Local nurseries provided the plants at a discount to the board. School
maintenance employees used backhoes and shovels to carve out the beds.
Garden Club members helped plant the 250 specimens in a little over three
hours. Pictured at their task, from left to right, are: Jane Curtis, Rosemary
Shire and Ruth Paul.

dates and “we are about to com-
mence talking to a finalist.”

Once an offer has been made and
accepted by a candidate, the public
will have a chance to meet them at
an open forum. No date has yet been
set.

A parent confronted the board on
a situation concerning a third grader
who brought an inappropriate item
to school. “The situation was
handled,” Dr. Schaller assured her.
When asked if the police were noti-
fied he replied, “Yes, they were.”
The Mountainside Police confirmed
that there was an incident involving
a student who brought bullets to
school but couldn’t comment fur-
ther because the episode involved a

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Unidentified Odor at School
In MS Prompts Investigation

juvenile.
The board assured one resident in

attendance that a specific bullying
program is in place at both
Beechwood and Deerfield School
in accordance with a state mandate.
The anti-bullying program was
implemented three years ago and is
outlined in a five-page contract that
states the specifics of the program.
A copy of the program can be ob-
tained by calling the board office.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

Virginia Tech Reports
Hamtil Graduation

MOUNTAINSIDE – Jonathan
Hamtil of Mountainside received a
Bachelor of Science degree in Hu-
man Nutrition, Foods, and Exercise
from the College of Agriculture and
Life Sciences at Virginia Tech in
Blacksburg, Va. on May 14.

Broadbent Receives
Degree from MICA
WESTFIELD – Maryland In-

stitute College of Art (MICA) in
Baltimore, Md. Has reported that
Westfield resident James Patrick
Broadbent graduated as part of its
commencement class on May 17.

An illustration major at MICA,
James is a 2000 graduate of
Westfield High School. He is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Broadbent of Westfield.

At MICA, James was involved
in the illustration department and
his artwork was included in sev-
eral illustration exhibitions at the
college.
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Mrs. Howell Remembered
For Community Service

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD -- Former Execu-
tive Director of the Westfield Com-
munity Center, Ernestine Howell,
died on Friday in Seaford, Va.

Mrs. Howell served with the cen-
ter 35 years, from 1957 to 1969 and
again from 1981 to 2003. She began
as assistant director to her mentor,
the late Reverend Leroy Scurry, who
was then executive director. During
her tenure, she was also program
director and had been Executive Di-
rector of the center since 1988.

She was also active in the Westfield
Ministerium.

A fundraiser for the center’s pro-
grams, she was a mentor to hundreds
of children and an advocate for se-
niors. During the mid-1970s to 1980s,
Mrs. Howell served as Executive
Director of the Leaguers in Newark

and she worked as the Head Start
Director for Plainfield’s Second
Street Youth Center.

She has been recognized over the
years by a variety of groups and
organizations for her dedication to
community service, including being
honored in 2003 by the Roselle chap-
ter of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People
for a “lifetime of community ser-
vice.”

“She leaves a definite legacy not
only in this agency but in the com-
munity,” said Westfield Community
Center Executive Director Thelma
Smith. “She was short in stature (but)
a beautiful and powerful woman.”

Mrs. Howell was predeceased by
her daughter, Nikki Howell. She
leaves two sisters, two brothers and a
granddaughter, as well as nieces,
nephews and friends.

SAFETY FIRST…School crossing guards Dolores Sherry and Mike Coughlin are
pictured with Student Council officers from Tamaques Elementary School in
Westfield following a recognition ceremony held in the school library. Organized
in conjunction with the BRAKES (Bikers, Runners And Kids are Entitled to
Safety) Group, a pedestrian safety organization in Westfield, this was an oppor-
tunity for students to express their gratitude to individuals who keep the streets
surrounding the school safe for pedestrians. The students presented the crossing
guards with thank you notes and drawings to show their appreciation.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence Goldman said that the en-
gineering work could facilitate re-
ceiving grant money to do the rest of
the project.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said
that the “the biggest improvement to
downtown would be to add parking.”

An ordinance will be drafted and
could be put before the council for a
formal vote as early as next week. In
order for the ordinance to pass, it
needs two-thirds of the council’s sup-
port.

In other business, the council dis-
cussed a resolution to demolish a
home at 750 East Broad Street.

Town Administrator James Gildea
said that because the property is the
subject of a rejected application to
build a parking lot, and is now being
appealed in court, the item should be
removed from the agenda.

According to Richard Brightman,
who was sitting in for Town Attorney
Robert Cockren, the site plan needs
to be approved before the demolition
permit can be issued.

Councilman Caruana questioned
if there was no board activity could
the council deny a hearing for a
home demolition.

Brightman said that if the future
purpose of the property was a single
family home then the council couldn’t
act.

Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst questioned if the council could
ask all applicants their intent before
approving a demolition.

Gildea said that he would have
Brightman research the issue further
to “make sure we’re not denying
where we don’t have power to.”

Third Ward Councilman Andrew
Skibitsky reported to the council that
the Public Works Committee met
and discussed what the town can do
to assist residents who are experi-
encing flooding because neighbors
have re-graded.

Gildea said that while the matter is
currently deemed a civil matter, the
town can deny a certificate of occu-
pancy on new construction if there
are drainage problems.

Sunday, June 27, from 4 to 8 p.m.
is the tentative date set for a celebra-
tion of the town being one of the
winners of the Great American Main
Street Award. The celebration would
be on Elm and Quimby Streets.

Adam Yoffie to Embark
On Leadership Internship

WESTFIELD – Duke University
student and Westfield resident Adam
Yoffie has been selected by the
university’s Hart Leadership Pro-
gram to participate in its 2004 Ser-
vice Opportunities in Leadership
(SOL) program.

Adam will conduct field-based
internships in domestic and inter-
national locations this summer and
will take a capstone seminar in the
fall.

He is a rising junior from Westfield
majoring in political science with a
concentration in international rela-
tions. He is a Robertson Scholar.

The son of a Reform rabbi, Adam
teaches Hebrew School to third grad-
ers at Judea Reform in Durham.
Adam spent last summer interning
at AID Atlanta, a non-profit HIV/
AIDS organization.

This summer, he will work with
Gun Free South Africa researching
and designing activities for South
African youth regarding gun vio-
lence and the Firearms Control Act.

James Wade Receives
Recognition at Delbarton

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
James Wade was recognized during
an awards convocation ceremony on
May 25 for his participation and
achievement to the student yearbook,
“Archway” at Delbarton School in
Morristown.

WESTFIELD – A ribbon-cutting
ceremony and tour of new field house
for Westfield High School (WHS)
girls’ athletics will be held on
Wednesday, June 9, at 7 p.m. at the
WHS Girls’ Field House on Rahway
Avenue (across from Edison Inter-
mediate School, located at 800
Rahway Avenue) in Westfield.

The ceremony will begin at the
Rahway Avenue entrance to the new
field house. Parking is available
across the street at Edison Interme-
diate School. Visitors will have the
opportunity to tour the facility. Light
refreshments will be served.
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GODSPEED…Area soldiers of the New Jersey National Guard headquartered in
Westfield leave for active duty at Fort Drum, New York in preparation for war
last Thursday. The streets were lined and the air was filled with the applause of
many hundreds of well-wishers, family and the entire high school student body.
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County Freeholders Pass Budget;
Candidate Critical of Increase

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

As expected, officials passed the
2004-operating budget at the May
20 meeting of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. Free-
holders voted to increase the budget
approximately 7 percent from last
year’s $355.9 million budget.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella,
who headed this year’s budget com-
mittee, commended the committee’s
work, noting that Union County went
from a $27.5
million budget
deficit in 2003 to
a $5 million sur-
plus this year.

Mirabella said
that this year’s budget recognized
savings through state and federal
grants, a new inmate-processing fee
and programs such as the early re-
tirement program. The early retire-
ment program alone saved over $4
million, according to Mirabella. He
added that 2004’s budget cut over
$1,000,000 through savings in ne-
gotiations with insurance carriers
and a hiring freeze.

“This budget allows us to invest
in the necessary projects like roads
and bridges, parks and recreational

programs and services to the aged
and people in need,” said Mirabella.

Freeholder Lewis Mingo praised
the budget committee, saying, “the
budget always gets criticized” by
members of the public. He recog-
nized that while the economy is
under constant scrutiny, the budget
increases would result in additional
services for the residents of Union
County.

“You can’t improve people’s qual-
ity of life without some expense,”

said Mingo.
Bruce Paterson,

a Republican
candidat vying for
a freeholder seat
this year, disap-

proved of the planned budget in-
crease.

“The last couple of years, obvi-
ously, this budget to me is spiraling
out of control,” said Paterson.

Paterson noted that while the bud-
get hearing was open to the public
for comment, only three or four
people were in attendance.

“You can’t improve people’s qual-
ity of life without some expense,”

--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.--Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr.

“The last couple of years, obviously,
this budget to me is spiraling out of
control,”
--Republican Freeholder Candidate--Republican Freeholder Candidate--Republican Freeholder Candidate--Republican Freeholder Candidate--Republican Freeholder Candidate

Bruce PatersonBruce PatersonBruce PatersonBruce PatersonBruce Paterson

He told the board that while a lack
of citizen turnout may indicate sat-
isfaction with the budget, it was not
the case. Paterson said he has heard
complaints concerning the budget,
and that the biggest complaint was
the increase itself.

“You really are here to serve the
taxpayers and contain the budget as
much as possible,” Paterson said.

The freeholder candidate saw no
reason for a 7 percent increase,
which he labeled “unwarranted.” He
added that, if elected to the free-
holder board, he would do some-
thing to combat the increase.

“You may have it in your mind
that they (the increases) are war-
ranted, but something jumping up
5, 7, 10, 12 percent a year is not
warranted,” said Paterson.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
FOR A GOOD CAUSE...Residents gathered at Brookside Park on Saturday for
the Jim Airey charity game that benefits Lou Gherig’s Disease.

Property Evaluations and Debt
In Surrounding Towns Analyzed

Union County Equalized Valuation, 2003
Westfield $5,058,451,887 10.36%

Summit $5,042,787,368 10.32%

Elizabeth $5,017,269,001 10.27%

Union $5,011,321,341 10.26%

Linden $3,881,909,275 7.95%

Cranford $2,925,830,691 5.99%

Scotch Plains $2,893,383,358 5.92%

Berkeley Heights $2,564,694,899 5.25%

Springfield $2,084,658,327 4.27%

Plainfield $1,930,913,586 3.95%

Rahway $1,914,296,824 3.92%

New Providence $1,856,780,721 3.80%

Clark $1,810,250,722 3.71%

Hillside $1,354,105,317 2.77%

Mountainside $1,307,282,944 2.68%

Kenilworth $1,124,037,141 2.30%

Roselle Borough $1,033,192,482 2.12%

Roselle Park $811,583,888 1.66%

Fanwood $789,601,241 1.62%

Garwood $423,225,773 0.87%

Winfield          $13,269,167 0.03%

Total County Property            $48,848,845,953

By MIRIAM BAMBERGER
and LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

This article will be the first in
a series of stories on property
evaluations and debt through-
out the area including Westfield,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Union County.

* * * * * * *
All townships in the state of

New Jersey have their property
evaluated by the State Treasury
Department who determines the
equalized valuation of each mu-
nicipality. The valuation is used
to determine several things, in-
cluding the amount of taxes
payable to the county. Figure
one shows the equalized valua-
tion for 2003 for each of the 21
towns in Union County from
highest to lowest valuation. In 2003,
the total county property was valued
at approximately $48.8 billion.

Westfield’s property carried the

greatest value, totaling $5.1 billion
or 10.36 percent of the total county
worth. The property evaluations for
Summit, Elizabeth and Union were

very close to that of Westfield.
Note that the chart does not ac-
count for population or land area,
but merely total property value.
From the chart it can be deter-
mined that Westfield paid more
taxes to Union County than any
other municipality in 2003.

According to state statute
40A.2-6, all municipalities in
New Jersey are allowed to incur
debts up to 3.5 percent of their
equalized valuations. It is not
known if this limitation includes
debt incurred by the school sys-
tem or not. The county is allowed
to incur debts up to 2 percent of
the assessed valuation, or, in the
case of Union County, up to al-
most $1 billion. However, amend-
ment 1571 provides loopholes to
exceed these limitations in some

cases, such as issues of public health,
necessary improvements, or other
specified areas. The amendment points
out that excessive debt incurred by
the school district can hinder munici-
pal projects under 40A2-6.

In many cases, payment on bonds
may be arranged to increase from the
first year the bond is issued until it is
paid off. As a result, the financial
impact of bonds may not always be
felt immediately. Depending on the
nature of a project and financing terms,
bonds may span typically from 10 to
40 years at varying interest rates.

The Westfield and Scotch Plains
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‘Sunset’ Provision
May Be Added

To SID Ordinance
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

Before the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council takes action on an ordi-
nance establishing a Special Improve-
ment District (SID) in the downtown
business district, the steering com-
mittee that crafted the details of the
SID earlier this year will meet to
discuss possibly adding a so-called
“sunset” provision to the ordinance
that would put a time limit on the
SID’s life and require formal action
to renew its existence.

At the end of a nearly three-hour
public hearing at its meeting on Tues-
day night, and after more than two
dozen property owners, business
owners and residents spoke for and
against the SID proposal, Council-
man Frank Rossi asked Seth
Grossman, a consultant hired last
year by the township to assist the
steering committee, if a renewal op-
tion was something that might be
considered to assuage some of the
concerns of the SID’s opponents.
Many in attendance seemed to be
worried that a SID and its budget,
and the property assessments to fund
it, could grow beyond the control of
those financing it.

Mr. Grossman said that Red Bank’s
SID, for one, was initially estab-
lished with a five-year time limit on
its operations.

Such a change to the Scotch Plains
ordinance is considered significant
enough to warrant continuing the
public hearing at the council’s Tues-
day, June 22 meeting.

It is expected that the 10-member
steering committee will meet some-
time in the next week to discuss how
many years any sunset provision
should be.

Mayor Martin Marks said this pro-
vision could make the ordinance
“more palatable to some” of the op-

ponents.
Prior to the council’s discussions

on the sunset option, approximately
25 speakers offered comments on the
ordinance, with those favoring the
SID slightly outweighing those in
opposition.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool
opened the hearing, which ended
just before midnight, with a defense
of the SID concept.

She listed what she called “reason-
able goals” for the SID’s initial year
of operation “that lay a foundation
for more ambitious goals” in later
years: hire an experienced full-time
professional manager; prepare and
distribute a brochure highlighting the
downtown business district; charge
the manager with organizing two
special events, with one focused on
the East Second Street corridor; cre-
ate a cooperative negotiation system
for such services as trash collection
and landscaping; and attract new
business and apply for grants.

Councilwoman Malool said a SID
will not be a redevelopment agency,
will not have powers of eminent do-
main or condemnation and will not
be an arm of the local government.
While she recognized the concerns
of some about the assessments being
proposed on downtown properties,
she urged property owners to look at
those levies as “an investment in
your future.”

Several members of the steering
committee spoke to the council and
urged passage of the ordinance.

Michael Locascio, a Westfield
Avenue property owner, cited the
potential of rising property values
and said that, according to his calcu-
lations, about two-thirds of the im-
pacted properties will be paying a
$550 annual assessment, which is
the second lowest rate in the six-

SP Council Approves
Parking Restrictions
Near Brunner School

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township
Council on Tuesday evening gave
its approval to an ordinance that
prohibits parking or stopping a ve-
hicle on a section of Cedar Brook
Road next to Brunner Elementary
School.

The council originally was set to
vote on the ordinance at its May 25
meeting, but tabled it after a resi-
dent said there were already signs
posted in the area that prohibited
parking, stopping and standing, the
same proscriptions outlined in the
new ordinance.

However, Mayor Martin Marks
said that an investigation over the
past two weeks found there was an
ordinance in force relating to the
existing signs.

Parents dropping off their chil-
dren have been pulling into Cedar
Brook Road, a dead-end street, and
then backing up in order to exit
Cedar Brook Road, a situation the
police department feels creates a
hazardous condition.

The new ordinance prohibits
stopping or standing on both sides
of Cedar Brook Road between 8
a.m. and 4 p.m. on school days.

The council also approved a
$99,045 capital ordinance, the pro-
ceeds of which will be used for
ongoing field improvements at Park
Middle School. The funds are part
of an unexpended fund balance
originally in a bond ordinance
passed several years ago to fund
potential ballfield development ac-
tivities in the Ashbrook Reserva-
tion.

In 1999, the county and the town-
ship reached a tentative agreement
to develop a piece of the reserva-
tion into ballfields, but the county
later decided not to go forward
with that project.

The council also approved a reso-
lution appropriating $20,500 for
new tables, benches and playground
equipment at Green Forest, Kramer
Manor and Greenside Parks.

At the start of the meeting, Brian
Mahoney was formally sworn in as
a Captain in the Police Depart-
ment. Capt. Mahoney, who as-
sumed his new post on May 1,
joined the Police Department in
1987 after a brief stint in Westfield
and was promoted to Sergeant in
1995 before moving up to Lieuten-
ant two years ago.

The council passed a resolution
authorizing the annual township
auction of certain un-needed items,
mostly property confiscated by the
local police. The auction, presided
over by Deputy Mayor Paulette
Coronato, will be held on Satur-
day, June 19.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool
announced that the annual summer

FW Awaiting Decision
On Extraordinary Aid

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Fanwood’s mayor and council was
held a special meeting on Monday
night to hold a final discussion of the
municipal and capital budgets and to
handle other business matters.

In discussion of the municipal bud-
get, Mayor Colleen Mahr announced,

“We are waiting for word from Tren-
ton on the extraordinary aid pack-
age. We will hold discussion of the
budget at the July 6 agenda meeting
and July 13 council meeting, and
hope to adopt the budget at the July
13 meeting.”

She added that the borough is look-
ing to have tax bills out in the mail
around Wednesday, July 28. Due to
this, the delinquency date will be
extended.

“Taxes are technically due on Au-
gust 1, and usually the late date is
August 10, but we will extend the
late date to August 20.”

In other business, the final pay-
ment due to Panalosa & Calderone
Asphalt Co. is being made for addi-
tional police traffic coverage that
was required for the repair project
done to the Sheelen’s Crossing bridge.

Mayor Mahr reported that she had
a meeting with the Department of
Transportation (DOT), and was in-
formed that the borough will be re-
imbursed by the DOT for this ex-
pense.

“We asked about this reimburse-
ment and we will receive it. This is
an example of ‘If we don’t ask, we
will never know’,” said Mayor Mahr.

The council passed a resolution
extending a DOT grant from June 2,
2004 to June 1, 2005. The grant is for
the upcoming Sheelen’s Crossing
pedestrian bikeway bridge.

Councilman Jack Molenaar an-
nounced a resolution to hire a profes-
sional planner, T&M Associates, to
assist the borough in the site applica-
tion review for “a major project” at
300 South Avenue. Councilman
Stuart Kline raised an objection,
wishing to hear bids from more than
one planner.

Councilman Molenaar explained
that this planner comes very highly
recommended, and the borough will

David B. Corbin for The Times
UNION COUNTY BASEBALL CHAMPIONS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School varsity baseball team cel-
ebrates after defeating Roselle Catholic, 3-1, in the Union County Tournament championship game at Memorial Field
in Linden on May 22. Catcher Kevin Urban gets his head rubbed after catching a difficult foul popup for the final out.
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Horace R. Corbin for The Times
SIGNALLING HOPE…Bagpiper Matt Glackin of Clark and a Sergeant with
the Elizabeth Police Department set the tone for festive times at the fundraiser
for the Center of Hope Hospice charity on May 20 at the Northside Trattoria in
Westfield. Several thousands of dollars were raised, aided by about 100 patrons
and donation of the restaurant facility by owners Chris and Tim Boyle. Pictured
above, from the left, are: Event Chair Monica Bergin, Tim Boyle, Chris Boyle,
Matt Glackin and Auziliary President Marie Sloan. The charity can be reached
in Scotch Plains at (908) 654-3711 or by e-mailing info@centerforhope.com.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Evaluations,
Local Debt

municipal clerks and the Westfield
Board of Education provided this
newspaper with the debt information
requested, promptly and without
charge. Fanwood Borough provided
the information promptly but charged
$21 as allowed for by the Open Pub-
lic Records Act. Requests made to
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District were submitted by phone
and in writing, but were not made
available as of press time. Similarly,
Mountainside Borough had not re-
sponded as of press time, but the
Mountainside Board of Education
provided the information request
promptly and without charge.

The following is a breakdown of
the outstanding debts of Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood munici-
pal governments and the Westfield
Board of Education. The remainder
of the debt data including
Mountainside Borough and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
will be discussed in future articles.

As of 2003, the equalized valuation
for Westfield is approximately $5.06
billion. The municipal government is
$13.5 million in debt through bonds
and bond anticipation notes, includ-
ing this year’s capital projects. This
puts the municipal debt at 0.3 percent
of the equalized valuation. On a per-
centage basis, Westfield municipal
government is in less debt than
Fanwood and Scotch Plains munici-
pal governments (0.78 percent and
0.68 percent respectively).

This year, The Town of Westfield
intends to spend $1 million on recre-
ation improvements, including a turf
field and over $1 million on various
road improvements. The municipal-
ity lists the pool separately as a util-
ity with an outstanding debt of over
$2 million, but this number is in-
cluded in the total debt in this article.

Fanwood’s equalized valuation is
$789,601,241. Fanwood is currently
in debt for approximately $5.6 mil-
lion, or 0.78 percent of their valua-
tions. This does not include the debt
of the regional school district. Most
of Fanwood’s capital projects have
been for sewers, roads, curbing, and
other various capital improvements.

Scotch Plains has a current debt of
$15.9 million with an equalized valu-
ation of $2,893,383,358, which
makes their debt 0.68 percent of
their valuation.

The Westfield School System is
approximately $26.268 million in
debt. This includes the bond referen-
dums that were passed for school
construction in 1999 and 2001.

This puts Westfield at a total of
approximately $39.8 million in debt
or 0.79 percent of their equalized
valuation.

The Mountainside School system
is $4.8 million dollars in debt, pri-
marily for the Beechwood and
Deerfield School projects.

* * * * * * *
Michael Pollack contributed to this

article.

tiered assessment formula being pro-
posed.

The ordinance calls for a property
to be assessed according to its as-
sessed value, with levies ranging from
$250 to $2,000.

John Appezzato presented the
council with a petition containing
about 70 signatures of those oppos-
ing the SID. Saying that “Scotch
Plains has different problems than
others like Westfield and Cranford,”
Appezzato worried that “assess-
ments will eventually increase in
future years” and said more specif-
ics were needed beyond the five
goals listed by Councilwoman
Malool.

“Scotch Plains is not ready for a
SID,” he said.

Ray Pardon, a downtown business
owner, told the council he had signed
the petition, but “it doesn’t mean I’m
against a SID.” His concern was the
lack of goals and the fact that small
businesses, already struggling to con-
trol costs, will be hurt as their rents
would be increased by property own-
ers passing on their SID assessments
to their tenants.

Mr. Pardon added that a SID will
lack power to affect some of the
changes needed to revitalize down-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

‘Sunset’ Provision May Be
Added to SID Ordinance

town Scotch Plains, such as rezon-
ing, sign ordinance changes and sub-
dividing property.

Yet, when Mayor Marks asked him
what his recommendation to the
council would be, Mr. Pardon said he
would advise a vote in favor of the
ordinance.

Steve Goldberg, President of the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association and head of the
steering committee, urged passage
and also read statements from other
committee members who were un-
able to attend Tuesday’s hearing.

A statement from Park Avenue busi-
ness owner Barry Gaunt urged the
council to, “not let yet another oppor-
tunity to slip through our fingers.”

Seymour Stein, a steering commit-
tee member who owns a commercial
office property on Front Street and
operates a business on East Second
Street, spoke skeptically about the
SID, although he called it the “only
salvation for the downtown for the
time being.”

He said he was not satisfied with the
way the SID was formed and said that
only a handful of steering committee
members had a vested interest in down-
town as owners of property.

Near midnight on Tuesday, after
the council agreed to defer a vote on
the ordinance until the sunset provi-
sion was fleshed out, Councilwoman
Malool told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that, “if people would
be more comfortable” with such a
provision, “then we should do it.”

She called the evening’s comments,
in sum, “a general agreement that
people want to improve the down-
town.”

GROWING…Brunner Elementary
School in Scotch Plains held the An-
nual Garden Work Day on May 18.
Due to the participation of parent vol-
unteers, each of the 173 children in all
of the Pre-K and Kindergarten classes
was able to work in the garden. Funds
for this year’s planting project were
received from an AT&T Cares Grant
and the Brunner School Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA). Donations
of annuals, perennials and garden deco-
rations were received from Brunner
families. The event was organized and
coordinated by Bernadette Hoyer, Pre-
K teacher, as well as Rebecca Maioriello
and Sandra Cepparulo of the PTA
Garden Committee. The Children’s
Garden was begun in 1996 by Mrs.
Hoyer and her Pre-K classes and has
continued to grow. Pre-K student An-
drew Garofalo digs a hole to add a new
plant to the garden.

Rabadeau Graduates
Lycoming College

concert series at Alan Augustine
Park next to the Municipal Build-
ing will begin on Thursday, July 8,
and continue every Thursday
through the end of August. Perfor-
mances begin at 8 p.m., with a
children’s show at 7 p.m.

Because the state’s primary elec-
tion will be held on Tuesday, June
8, the council’s next regular meet-
ing will instead be held on Wednes-
day, June 9.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains resident Russell Rabadeau
received a bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness management from Lycoming
College in Williamsport, Pa. dur-
ing commencement ceremonies on
May 9.

THE IMPORTANCE OF EXERCISE…Last month, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district participated in its annual Chemical Dependency Awareness Week,
during which students participated in a variety of activities designed to inform
them of the dangers of substance abuse. Evergreen Elementary students enjoyed
a special “Gym Day” hosted by Ray Ciecwisz, pictured above, with second grade
students. Students participated in a variety of athletic games and were reminded
that exercise is healthy and is a great alternative to drug use. Each station was then
followed by a short anti-drug message and discussion time.
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Restrictions
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not be paying anything for the plan-
ner, it will be fully covered by the
developer of the project. The resolu-
tion passed to hire T&M Associates,
with Councilman Kline casting the
only no vote.

Two bids were awarded to Jenicar
Builders, one for a reconstruction
project on North Avenue, between
Forest Road and Martine Avenue,
and the second for reconstruction of
Second Street, between Coriell and
Old South Avenue.

Two ordinances were passed: the
first for appropriating funds from
capital surplus for capital improve-
ment projects, in the amount of
$888,973; the second amended an
existing ordinance, re-appropriating
monies from one project to another.

A meeting to discuss the proposed
budget will be held on Tuesday, June
1, at 7:30 p.m. at Borough Hall. All
budget meetings are open to the pub-
lic.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Budget

Adam Connolly Granted
Bachelor of Arts Degree

FANWOOD — The College of
Mount Saint Vincent in Riverdale,
N.Y. has reported that Fanwood resi-
dent Adam Connolly received a Bach-
elor of Arts degree during the
college’s 92nd Annual Commence-
ment Ceremonies on May 15.

Daniel Ingram Elected Mayor
Of Junior Statesman Chapter
SCOTCH PLAINS – Daniel

Ingram, a sophomore at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) was elected Mayor of the
New Jersey Region of Junior States-
men of America (JSA) during the
organization’s spring state conven-
tion in Woodbridge from April 17
to 18.

JSA is a national debate and gov-
ernment club for high school pupils.
The New Jersey region is the largest
in the country, comprised of about

30 chapters and approximately 600
members.

Daniel is the first SPFHS student
to be named to a regional position
in the chapter’s history. This past
year, he represented the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood chapter on the re-
gional level as State Assembly Rep-
resentative and also served as Di-
rector of Debate for the New Jersey
Region.

In his mayoral post, Daniel will
oversee all JSA chapters in New
Jersey and will be responsible for
planning statewide conferences and
for selecting and managing a cabi-
net.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Ingram of Scotch Plains, Daniel’s
term will commence on Tuesday,
June 1, and run through the next
school year.

Virginia Tech Places Local
Pupils on Spring Dean’s List
AREA – Local students enrolled

at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Va.
have been placed on the Dean’s List
for the spring 2004 semester.

Adam Ortyl and Alyssa Sams, both
of Scotch Plains, were placed on the
roster. Adam, a sophomore, and
Alyssa, a senior, are both majoring
in computer science at the College
of Engineering.

Fanwood resident Lenore
McMillion was named to the list.
She is a sophomore, majoring in
hospitality and tourism management
in the R.B. Pamplin College of Busi-
ness.

Fellow Fanwoodian Brian
Toregersen, a sophomore majoring
in general engineering in the Col-
lege of Engineering, was also a
Dean’s List honoree.

Berkeley Heights students Meagan
Butler and Gregg Nelson were also
named to the roster.

Meagan is a sophomore majoring

in human nutrition, foods and exer-
cise in the College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences.

Gregg is a junior majoring in in-
dustrial design in the College of Ar-
chitecture and Urban Studies.

Ernestine Howell Remembered
For Tireless Community Service

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Former Execu-
tive Director of the Westfield Com-
munity Center, Ernestine Howell,
died on Friday in Seaford, Va.

Mrs. Howell served with the cen-
ter 35 years, from 1957 to 1969 and
again from 1981 to 2003. She began
as assistant director to her mentor,
the late Reverend Leroy Scurry, who
was then Executive Director. During
her tenure, she was also program
director and had been Executive Di-
rector of the center since 1988.

She was also active in the Westfield
Ministerium.

A fundraiser for the center’s pro-

grams, she was a mentor to hundreds
of children and an advocate for se-
niors. During the mid-1970s to 1980s,
Mrs. Howell served as Executive Di-
rector of the Leaguers in Newark and
she worked as the Head Start Direc-
tor for Plainfield’s Second Street
Youth Center.

She has been recognized over the
years by a variety of groups and
organizations for her dedication to
community service, including being
honored in 2003 by the Roselle chap-
ter of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People
for a “lifetime of community ser-
vice.”

“She leaves a definite legacy not

only in this agency but in the com-
munity,” said Westfield Community
Center Executive Director Thelma
Smith. “She was short in stature (but)
a beautiful and powerful woman.”

Mrs. Howell was predeceased by
her daughter, Nikki Howell. She
leaves two sisters, two brothers and a
granddaughter, as well as nieces,
nephews and friends.

FW Artist Will Exhibit
At Specialized Hospital

FANWOOD — Fanwood resident
Virginia Cranwell’s wildlife paint-
ings will be included in Children’s
Specialized Hospital’s (CSH) art ex-
hibition June and July.

The Auxiliary at CSH sponsors
monthly exhibits. All artwork is avail-
able for purchase with a portion of
sales benefiting the Auxiliary.

Admission is free and exhibits can
be viewed from 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
by entering through CSH’s East Wing
entrance, 150 New Providence Road
in Mountainside. For information,
please call (908) 233-3720, exten-
sion no. 5379.
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UC Freeholder Candidates
Unveil November Campaigns

By MICHAEL SHAPIRO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It may be months away, but the
election for Union County Freeholder
has already begun. The candidates
are busy attending functions, raising
campaign funds, and meeting con-
stituents, gearing up for the Novem-
ber election.

The Republican candidates are Joe
Renna, Patricia Quattrocchi, Frank
Arena, and Bruce Patterson.

Renna, a resident of Cranford,
operates his own graphic design and
printing business and is a State Cer-
tified Public Administrator and Eco-
nomic Development Representative.

Quattrocchi, who lives in Garwood,
has been an executive search con-
sultant since 1983. She is a member
of the PTA as well as president of the
Lions International in Garwood.

A resident of Westfield since 1994
where he resides with his wife and
children, Arena is a senior sales ex-
ecutive for a major metropolitan IT
company.

A mechanical engineer and li-
censed master plumber, Patterson
lives in Garwood and received his
degree in engineering from Rutgers
University.

The Republicans are campaigning
on several issues: “neglect of ser-
vices, wasteful spending, and un-
qualified leadership.”

“Instead of the Freeholders offer-
ing a solution to the needs of the
county, they have done more harm to
the people and to the environment,”
the Republicans claim. According to
the candidates, the Union County
Freeholders “have neglected the ser-
vices that are definitive of the
county’s purpose.”

When it comes to spending, the
Republicans claim that the freehold-
ers have drained the reserve fund and
have increased the county debt. They
also state that because the freeholder
board is comprised of all Democrats,
there is no accountability which “has
resulted in a county government that
is non productive, over-charged and
dangerously inept.”

The Republicans propose to rem-
edy these alleged problems by acting
as a counterbalance to the Demo-
crats on the freeholder board, creat-
ing a more open government, and
utilizing their experience to improve
the government.

The Democratic candidates are
Daniel Sullivan, Bette Jane Kowalski,
Adrian Mapp and John Wohlrab.

Sullivan, a lifelong resident of
Elizabeth, is serving his tenth year
on the Board of Chosen Freeholders
and has overseen projects such as
senior focus, which provided mu-
nicipalities with millions of dollars
in funding for new senior centers,
senior scholars program which pro-
vides free courses at Union County
College for thousands of residents
over age 60, and “Jersey Jazz by the
Lake.”

A resident of Cranford, Kowalski
has served for more than ten years as
editor and managing editor for the
World Press Review, a monthly maga-
zine on foreign affairs, and has served
as a trustee and secretary for the
Cranford Public Library as well as a
member and organizer for the League
of Women Voters.

Mapp, President of the Plainfield
City Council and Associate Director

of Planning for Bristol-Myers Squibb
Company, has extensive experience
in government service and has served
as the youth director and Sunday
school teacher at St. Mark’s Episco-
pal Church.

Wohlrab, the Director of Govern-
ment and Municipal Relations at
Waste Management, Inc., served 14
years as a member of the Alcoholic
Beverage Control Commission of the
City of Linden and has contributed
his time as a coach for the Linden
Police Athletic Leagues and the Lin-
den Recreation Leagues.

The Democrats are campaigning
on three major issues: fiscal account-
ability, high quality services, and
results. Union County has benefited
from more than $5 billion in eco-
nomic development and has obtained
an additional $20 million in revenue
because of the pursuit of grant fund-
ing by the Freeholders. According to
the freeholders, the board has been
able to attract public and private
investment to Union County includ-
ing $500 million in ongoing trans-
portation projects.

The Democrats state, “These in-
vestments have not only helped cre-
ate tens of thousands of new jobs
where none existed before, but they
have also helped to save many exist-
ing jobs, especially at our airport and
seaport.” The county is in the process
of several major projects including a
new police headquarters in Westfield
and an expanded Vocational Techni-
cal School in Scotch Plains. The
Freeholders have preserved more
than 100 acres of open space, funded
athletic fields in 20 towns, inspected
more than 20,000 child safety seats,
provided $2 million in first responder
grants for Union County municipali-
ties and have created a prescription
drug program for seniors.

The Republicans and Democrats
have significant policy differences
with one another.

The Republicans stated, “We
haven’t seen any comment concern-
ing any policy from our opponents
but we believe our number one policy
is to bring good management prac-
tices to the county. Right now, the
system is corrupted.”

“Over the past three years the
county has spent over $1 billion,” the
Republicans continued, “After cit-
ing all the services that the county
neglected over the years, we can
only ask, ‘Where’s the billion dol-
lars?’”

The Democrats, on the other hand,
stated, “There is a profound differ-
ence between our opponents and us,
and it isn’t on just one issue. It is the
difference between leading and fol-
lowing. We have a solid record of
results, while our opponents have a
solid record of laying blame.”

The Democrats stated that they
believe it is important to provide
vital health services at Runnells
Hospital, provide transportation, edu-
cational programs and activities for
seniors, improve and expand county
parklands, and fund Homeland Se-
curity and Emergency Management
efforts.

“Our opponents have suggested
the elimination of many of these
important fundamental human needs
that touch our constituents’ lives
daily,” the Democratic candidates
stated.

Lowest Prices of the Year
on Shifman Bedding

SAVE 30-50% Plus an 
Extra 10% on Closeout Covers

Kindel • Stickley • Baker • Henkel-Harris • Karges • Southwood • Statton • E.J.Victor • Hickory Chair • Dimes • Widdicomb

Valley Furniture Shop

57th ANNUAL MEMORIAL CLEARANCE SALE!
Now thru Memorial Day, May 31st

TENT SALE - SPECTACULAR REDUCTIONS!
Drawing for Door Prize - Trip to Colonial Williamsburg

KINDEL Winterthur China
LIST $32,849 SALE $16,424. 
floor - select finish

Special Sale Hours: Monday - Friday 10-9; Saturday 10-5:30;  Sunday 1-5   www.valleyfurnitureshop.com
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069  (908) 756 - 7623

HENKEL-HARRIS Mahogany Rice Carved Bed. 
List $7023. SALE $3512. (Queen) ('02 stock  FL)

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

SLIGH Simon Willard Clock. 
List $8429. SALE $4199.
DR Dimes Clock. (right)
List $16,939 . SALE $10,900. fl

STICKLEYWILLIAMSBURG
Norfolk Dining Table
W 48 L 74 Opens to 114 
Sale $3731.
Coates Arm Chair
Sale from $1188.
Coates Side Chair
Sale from $1040.
Breakfront
W 71 D 18 1/2 H 96 1/2
Sale $10,790 (fl).

OIL PAINTING SALE  30-50% OFF
ORIENTAL RUG SALE 40-50% OFF 

KINDEL Wing Chair 
List  $4717. SALE  $2830. 

WIDDICOMB CONSOLE
List $13,900. SALE $5900. (fl) 

STATTON Pineapple Post Bed 
List $2889. SALE $ 1445.

STICKLEY Williamsburg Serpentine Sofa 
List $5382. SALE $3369.  (fl)

KINDEL 50% DINING ROOM SALE
Table $7991. Sale $3995. (St)
Arm $2592. Sale $1296. (St)
Side $1913. Sale $956.(St)
Sideboard  $8068. Sale $4034. (fl)

SLIGH Ball and Claw
Desk SALE $999. (fl) 

EJ Victor Chest 
List $10,0079. SALE $4745.

SOUTHWOOD
LIST $1686.
SALE $909. (fl)

HANCOCK & MOORE
Chair & Ott. (St & Fl) 

List $3780 SALE $1890.

SOUTHWOOD
Sheraton Chair
LIST FROM $1638
Sale From $819 (st)

➝

➝

➝

➝

➝

EJ VICTOR Chair  
LIST $4677.
SALE $2339. (fl)

➝

HANCOCK & MOORE
Leather Recliner 
SALE $999. (select st)

➝

HANCOCK & MOORE
Desk Chair
List $1500. SALE $699.

➝

KINDEL Glin
Side Table
LIST $5680.
SALE $2840.(st)

➝

➝

SAVE 50% OFF RETAIL

ALL IN STOCK LEATHER

Last Chance on
Hundreds of Items
from Hawthorne

Now at Watchung

BEAT THE JUNE
STICKLEY PRICE INCREASE !

NJ Consumer Affairs Head
Works to Protect Residents

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Being charged for services not re-
ceived? Did your car turn out to be a
lemon? Need to know if a physician
is licensed? Who do you call? The
answer: the New Jersey Division of
Consumer Affairs.

Working closely with the Attorney
General’s office, consumer affairs
investigates cases of consumer fraud,
according to Director Reni Erdos.

Erdos, a resident of Scotch Plains,
oversees the entire agency, which
consists of approximately 800 em-
ployees, and 42 board and commit-
tees who regulate 81 professions and
occupations. Two of the professions
not regulated by the division are
teachers and lawyers. Though the
division does oversee doctors, the
consumer fraud act doesn’t apply to
them. There are currently bills in the
legislature that would change that.

Erdos is concerned that citizens
don’t realize the division exists, and
wants to let the public know what
they do. Speakers are available to
talk to groups about consumer fraud.
According to Erdos, many people
don’t realize what their rights are or
that they have been victims of fraud.

Eighteen of New Jersey’s counties
have Consumer Affairs Local Assis-
tance (CALA) boards, which are
wholly owned by the county and
have no statutory link to the state
division. However, Erdos considers
them the “grass roots” of the divi-
sion. She encourages her division to
work with the CALAs on task forces
and that the CALAs have the man-
power to do things like check local
stores for recalled products.

Erdos said the division tries to
work with both the consumer and the

business to resolve disputes through
mediation. Larger cases that involve
fraud go to arbitration. According to
Erdos, New Jersey has one of the
strongest consumer fraud acts in the
country.

A complaint to the division needs
to be in writing, and a person should
be willing to testify in court if need
be.

Erdos said that it is particularly
“frustrating because people have real
economic losses,” in cases of fraud.
She said, “the schemes that I see are
far beyond anything I could have
ever imagined.”

New Jersey’s Do Not Call law
went into effect last Monday. Though
the division could enforce the fed-
eral act before the New Jersey law
went into effect, Erdos said that the
state law is stricter. She also said that
the division has an advantage be-
cause they license telemarketers.

The office of Consumer Affairs
can be reached at (800) 242-5846 or
their website at http://
www.state.nj.us/lps/ca/home.htm.

Westfield Memorial Day
Parade Planned for May 31
WESTFIELD – The Annual

Westfield Memorial Day Parade is
scheduled for Monday, May 31.
Opening ceremonies will start at 9
a.m. with services at the Veterans
Memorial Monument in the center
of town.

Participants are requested to be in
Lord & Taylor parking lot by 8 a.m.
Each organization is asked to bring
an index card with basic information
(organization name, brief back-
ground and person in charge) to be
used during TV36 coverage. Index
cards will be available at the assem-
bly point if needed. Doug Black of
TV36 will be filming this year’s pa-
rade and commentary will be given
by Pat Tighe.

Opening remarks will be made by
this year’s Master of Ceremonies
Peter Hogaboom. Al Riker, Ameri-
can Legion Chaplain and this year’s
Grand Marshall, will offer the open-
ing prayer and benediction. James
Brennan, Commander of American
Legion, Martin Wallberg, Post #3
and Mountainside VFW Commander
Bob Farley will address the crowd as
well as Alfred Shea for the Westfield
VFW.

This year’s Keynote Speaker will
be Westfield Mayor Gregory
McDermott with closing remarks by
Peter Hogaboom. Echo taps will be
performed by Dr. Theodore
Schlosberg of the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts (NJWA) Music
Studio with Christopher Velderman
and David Reinhardt. There will be
Cannon Volleys by Pambs Artillery
and special bell tolls by Jack Panash,
Bell Master and curator of the
Westfield Town Clock.

The parade committee welcomes
any organization or individuals who
want to participate in this year’s pa-

rade to come to Lord & Taylor by 8
a.m. and you will be place in the line
of the march.

Any individual or organization
wishing to sponsor a wreath or make
a financial offering to the parade
committee should contact Stan Cuba
at (908) 233-2767.

The parade committee wants to
take this opportunity to extend its
gratitude to the men and women of
Westfield who currently serve in the
military, many of whom served in
the Far East. Although attempts were
made to insure the following list of
personnel is complete, we apologize
if any names are missing: John Arlia,
Bradley Belford, Paul Campanile,
Zachary Cuca, Kevin Dowling,
Michael Dvorak,  Mathew Gorbaty,
Ben Kaiser, Rong Liu, Terry
Milaneete,  Kristin Steinbrecher, Dan
Todd, Patrick Tuohy, Johnathan
Walsh and Peter Wengarter.

Westfield’s tribute will be led by
the National Guard, Westfield Police
escort, Veterans’ organizations, Mr.
Riker, the Westfield mayor and town
council, followed by various civic
and youth organizations, the fire de-
partment, rescue squad and depart-
ment of public works equipment.

Musical accompaniment will in-
clude the Westfield High School
Marching Band, Westfield Fife and
Drum Corp, Bound Brook Drum and
Bugle Corp and more.

Closing ceremonies will be held at
Fairview Cemetery by the Westfield
and Mountainside Veterans of For-
eign Wars.

In the event of poor or question-
able weather, call (908) 233-2767
the morning of the parade for a re-
corded announcement. Any other
questions can be directed to the same
number.

Memorial Day Ceremonies
To Honor War Casualties

SCOTCH PLAINS — Memorial Day
pays tribute to those American military
personnel who made the ultimate sacri-
fice by giving their lives for their coun-
try. These fallen heroes will be honored
with several events in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood on Memorial Day – Monday,
May 31.

Observances will begin with a me-
morial service at 8 a.m. at American
Legion Post 209 at Park Avenue and
Sunset Place in Scotch Plains. At 9 a.m.,
there will be the laying of wreaths at the
Fanwood Memorial Library at Tillotson
Road and North Avenue. Wreaths will
then be presented at the Veterans Monu-
ment at Park Avenue and Front Street in
Scotch Plains at 10 a.m.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memo-
rial Day Parade will follow this cer-
emony. The theme for this year’s parade
is “The Greatest Generation - A Salute
to World War II Veterans.” Scotch Plains
and Fanwood veterans of World War II
will serve as the collective Grand Mar-
shal. The parade will provide a special
salute to these veterans who suffered
the hardships, endured the sacrifices
and made the contributions to ensure
victory during America’s time of need.

Starting at 10:45 a.m. at the Munici-
pal Building in Scotch Plains, the pa-
rade will proceed along Park Avenue,
move down Martine Avenue into the
center of Fanwood and end at La Grande
Park in Fanwood.

Guest Speaker Series
Continued by FW GOP

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Re-
publican Club announced the con-
tinuation of its guest speaker series.
The June guest will be Senate Minor-
ity Leader Leonard Lance. He was
the leader opposing Governor James
McGreevey’s gasoline tax increase.
All registered Republicans are in-
vited.

The meeting will be held on Mon-
day, June 7, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Fanwood Train Station.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Leader/Times
CONSUMER AFFAIRS...New Jersey Consumer Affairs Director Reni Erdos,
left, visited the office of The Leader/Times to discuss what the division does to
help consumers.

Gallagher Graduates
Roanoke College

WESTFIELD – Brian Gallagher of
Westfield received a Bachelor of Busi-
ness Administration degree from
Roanoke College in Salem, Va. during
commencement ceremony, May 1.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Gallagher of Westfield, Brian ma-
jored in business administration.
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Stirring Reality Strikes Home,
Especially For Our Soldiers

For those of you who were at the Westfield Na-
tional Guard Armory last Thursday morning, it was
a touching, proud, yet stirring moment. For those of
you who weren’t there, this note is to let you know
as best as words can. There were many tears from
family members as sons, daughters, husbands and
wives loaded their gear into the Army trucks and
MVees – and set off on their way to active duty, now
soldiers heading to war on deserts of foreign lands.

For those without direct connection to family
members leaving to war, it was also stirring. Westfield
High School is across the street from the armory. The
students turned out en masse and with other well-
wishers, as the streets were lined with a few thousand
people. There were flags, banners, mayors, council-
men and county freeholders, along with the tears.
Applause thundered as each departing vehicle passed
by. The drivers were proud and certainly appreciated
the attention. One could see deep in their eyes the
thought of “Holy cow, this is really happening.”

There were only 180 of our brave young men and
young women departing for war that day. Yet, it
seemed so immense and eerie with the veracity of the
moment, to see the faces of young people, our young
people, laden with garb and gear of war. Just a few
weeks ago, they were merely civilians. And then
they were gone.

The high school students, attentive and so well
behaved, had a once-in-a-lifetime experience of
civics and a glimpse of how close the world really is
to our little hovel.

The high school band played on with The Stars
and Stripes Forever, which was composed by John
Philip Sousa on Christmas Day in 1896. The diesel
trucks bellowed through the flappers on their stacks
while pulling out in formation — honking in
acknowledgement to the crowd. For certain with
them, the moment and reality set in. The celebration
is already planned for when they come home.

And then they were gone.

Get In The Volunteer Spirit – Make
A Difference In Someone’s Life

With all that has gone on in the world recently, it
is refreshing to see that our young people are volun-
teering more than ever. The past few weeks have
brought many examples of local youth donating
their time and energy for a multiple number of
groups, charities and all-around good causes.

Sarah Johnston, a student at Jonathan Dayton
High School in Springfield, raised almost $500 for
the purchase of a police dog bulletproof vest for the
Union County Sheriff’s Department. She put to-
gether the program, “Pennies for Police Dogs”,
because she recognized the importance of protecting
canines that put their lives on the line, just like police
officers. Sarah did all of this while recuperating from
a heart condition, and her efforts also led to addi-
tional donations for two more vests.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School recently
hosted its second annual Relay For Life sponsored
by the American Cancer Society. The Relay For Life
involves students and other groups collecting dona-
tions, followed by a celebration that includes walk-
ing throughout the night, games and music. When all
was said and done, the contributions totaled more
than $100,000 based on the efforts of 42 teams. In
fact, one group from Westfield High School raised
approximately $14,000 alone! Several other relays
are scheduled for the local area in the coming weeks,
all aiming to not only raise money, but to promote
cancer awareness as well.

Also at SPFHS, the cast of “Les Miserables,”
which presented a dynamite production of the musi-

cal in March, went above and beyond the call of duty.
The theatre group not only raised thousands of
dollars for the Interfaith Group For the Homeless,
but also presented a sneak preview of the show to the
homeless and served in soup kitchens around the
area.

The above examples are only a few of the many
instances in which the youth have contributed time,
money and services for the good of others. This
behavior by the youth of the community, the willing-
ness to pitch in for good causes other than their own,
should serve as an example for all of us. While we all
lead busy lives, we need to spend a little bit more
time helping out and volunteering. It can be as
simple as volunteering at a blood bank, or something
more advanced like organizing a fundraiser for char-
ity.

Several resources exist for those who want to learn
more about volunteering. Union County maintains a
volunteer resource database on their website
(www.ucnj.org), and the Office of Volunteer Ser-
vices can be reached at (908) 527-4753. Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside have
many volunteer opportunities, which can be viewed
on each town’s website or by calling the respective
municipal office for more information.

This newspaper often prints press releases from
organizations looking for volunteers.

Let’s all try and find just a little time to volunteer.
It will make a difference in someone else’s life, and
it will make a difference in our own lives as well.

Freedom Isn’t Free
This Memorial Day, remember the Americans

who died in war for our freedom: 4,435 in the
Revolutionary War; 2,260 in the War of 1812; 13,283
in the Mexican War; 558,052 in the Civil War, 2,246
in the Spanish-American War; 116,708 in World War
I; 407,316 in World War II; 33,651 in the Korean

War; 58,168 in Vietnam; 293 in the Gulf War and 800
in Iraq.

As written on the Korean War Memorial in Wash-
ington, DC: “Freedom isn’t free.”

Ordinary men with extraordinary deeds have de-
fended our fragile democracy.

Westfielder Is Grateful
For Kindness of Town,
Neighbors and Friends
I am extremely grateful for the out-

pouring of love and generosity we expe-
rienced over the last few years, culminat-
ing in the loss of my beloved husband,
Emil, in January of 2004.

My daughters and I can never ad-
equately express our appreciation for the
wonderful acts of kindness from neigh-
bors, friends, and various organizations
in our community.

We are extremely proud to be a part of
Westfield and consider ourselves fortu-
nate to be the recipients of such a warm
and loving communal spirit.

Chia Zubizarreta
Westfield

County Internet Safety Class Lauded
By Stay-at-Home Westfield Mom

I want to thank the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office and especially
Andre Banks, Anne Frawley, Ken
Capobianco and George Valladares for
an informative class on Internet safety,
“The Internet and Your Child,” I at-
tended on May 1.

As a stay-at-home mother, I quickly
find my Internet skills being surpassed
by my 10-year-old child. He is “IM
ing” with his friends and starting to use
the Internet for school, interests and
hobbies. I was shocked to discover how
fast and easy it is to access highly
inappropriate material.

The class was so informative and
enlightening. It provided me with some
tools I need to check what my child is
doing on-line and set up blocks from
material not intended for a child. Par-
ents need to realize that it is not enough
to have your computer in a central
location. You need to do more to moni-

tor your child and set up safety devices.
Then you need to discuss these hazards
with them, the same as you would dis-
cuss safety hazards in everyday life
outside of your home.

If you feel that your child knows
more than you about computers, or
even if you want to freshen up on your
Internet skills, I urge you to attend this
free class. Although it is a day commit-
ment, find the time. It is truly worth it.
The teachers were patient and knowl-
edgeable and covered so much infor-
mation, along with answering all ques-
tions and concerns completely. This
High-tech Task Force combines both
law enforcement and technical people.
I left being so much more informed and
with tools and guides to help me.

Thank you for providing such a vital
class to our community.

Christina Serratelli
Westfield

Parent Speaks Out On
Downtown Teen Law

I am a resident of Westfield and dis-
turbed to find out you (the town) have
instructed the police to run our children out
of the downtown area. I pay an extreme
amount of taxes to live in this town and to
learn that my son cannot socialize with his
friends downtown is alarming. I under-
stand the need for a curfew and support
one. My son is always home by 10 p.m.

But to learn that they are told there is a
new law that teenagers can no longer
hang out downtown is absurd. If Starbucks
does not like them being there, let them
move. I will be sure to boycott them and
start a boycott with the Westfield citi-
zens. If you have a teenager, our children
may have been in the same class. What
are you teaching them? That they are not
important, that they aren’t a resident of
this town. Just because they are kids
doesn’t mean they don’t have rights.

Furthermore, if you continue to insist
in this new law, I will do everything in my
power to insure you are not re-elected.

Sherri and Howard Currid
Westfield

Ignoring the Law Brings
Consequences

Congratulations to Mayor McDermott’s
assistant for her recent letter. Apparently,
the gentleman in question never learned
that in the real world, he has to take
responsibility for his own actions. No one
held a gun to his head and forced him to
park illegally; just as no one forced him to
ignore notices for the ticket. Unfortu-
nately, he has had to pay a price for the
error of his ways. And yes, it is un-
fortunate that it all happened in front of
his family. However, he has no one to
blame but himself.

Marguerite Newson
Westfield

UNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELD

Submitted by Lorre Korecky
Board Trustee

WF Downtown Resident Stunned By
Overnight Parking Permit Proposal

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Councilman Rafael Betancourt, copied
to The Westfield Leader and shortened
for space considerations.

I have just read the article in The
Westfield Leader regarding the passing
of the downtown resident overnight park-
ing ordinance. I am stunned!

How exactly do you plan to let the
downtown residents know that they can
no longer park in the Prospect Street lot?
There is no sign that exists to date saying
that parking in the lots overnight is ‘ille-
gal’ as you were quoted to say.

As far as the $360 per year, this amount
is totally out of line compared to other
towns in the area. It is almost double
Summit’s resident fee; it is approxi-
mately 75 times Cranford’s fee. There
must be something terribly wrong with
how the town of Westfield is administer-
ing if their costs are so much higher.

I don’t buy the argument that there
will be increased administrative costs to
enforce violations through the hiring of
additional parking ‘enforcers’.

Also, while you and your team are so
hot to resurrect old ordinances, how
about finding one that applies to jay-
walkers? Perhaps it would be best to
forbid all traffic in the downtown be-
tween 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. as pedestrians
cross back and forth on East Broad Street
anywhere they please! Yes, it’s a ludi-
crous idea, but not too far from what I see
the future holding for this town. How-

ever, just imagine all the revenue the
town could reap? It is certainly more
than you would benefit by the financial
burden you are now placing on the
downtown residents for having cars
and nowhere to park them overnight.

As for a police presence in town
during the evening hours, I really don’t
think that one parked, empty patrol car
on East Broad Street is what I call an
active police presence. Perhaps a po-
lice officer actually in the car would be
more effective? Better yet, how about
actual police foot patrol during these
months when the town is overrun with
people.

If you expect the downtown resi-
dents to move their cars nightly, you
had best be sure they are protected in
what is a rather dimly lit and what
appears to be an unsafe-looking lot.

I have a great idea, Mr. Betancourt,
how about telling the truth?  How about
just telling the downtown residents they
have to get used to parking in the lot
behind Barons not because you are so
concerned about our cars, or that you
must have maintenance coordination
for the average five days a year it snows,
but because soon there will be NO lot
on Prospect Street to park in as it will be
under construction? How about trying
the truth? Your constituents would like
it better.

Beverlee McGrath
Westfield

Community Support
Came Through for

‘Caring Hearts’
We asked you to “Support Our Troops,

It Only Takes a Minute,” and you did! We
want to say thanks to you, the public, for
your caring and support and to let you
know that this is an ongoing effort. Our
appreciation also goes to our local
churches, Temple Emanu-el, the
Westfield and Scotch Plains Libraries,
Falcon Printing, TV36, Westfield High
and Jefferson Schools, the Girl Scouts,
Burgdorff Realtors and Re/Max Proper-
ties. We are grateful to The Westfield
Leader for publicizing this project.

Of course, we wish to express our
admiration for the work of the USO
(United Service Organization), the Ameri-
can Red Cross and the Salvation Army.
Their care packages, deployment kits and
e-mails are a source of assistance and
hope for the troops.

On Sunday, May 16, we helped the
Salvation Army distribute to the deploy-
ing Army National Guard Unit at the
Westfield Armory. These troops were
very appreciative for the support shown
from home.

Our troops and we thank you for your
help and encourage you to keep it up.
Please e-mail any questions to
Diannemg@att.net or call (908) 233-5676.

Claudia Cuca, Julie Dvorak,
Dianne Gorbaty, Terry Mandrillo,

Sherry Rogers, Denise Yatrakis
Westfield

Westfielder Seeks Korean War Stories
And Extends Invitation to Dedication
I would like to thank Michael Pollack

for the information he provided in his
article concerning the Korean War Me-
morial that I am working on for the town
as the service/leadership component to
my Boy Scout Eagle Project.

I would also like to invite anyone who
is from our town who is a Korean War
Veteran, or their family member, to
please contact me if you have any stories
you would be willing to share. My
brother, Sean (WHS’03) who has made
several documentary films and is study-
ing filmmaking at NYU, is going to
work with me to create a short film of
interviews with those of you who would
like to participate. Also, if you have any
information on any local MIA’s or KIA’s
from the Korean War who are from
Westfield, I would greatly appreciate
hearing from you. Please contact me,
either through email or by phone at

devanski@comcast.net or (908) 789-
5939.

I would also like to be able to invite
you to a service of dedication of the
memorial, tentatively scheduled for
Veterans Day 2004.

Anyone wishing to make a tax de-
ductible contribution to the creation of
the Westfield Korean War Memorial
may send a check payable to the
“Westfield Historical Society”, with
“Devaney Eagle Project” in the memo
section to Westfield Historical Society,
PO Box 613, Westfield, NJ 07091-
0613. The project has already received
over $15,000 in donations of supplies
and services, but I still need to raise
$4000 to cover the cost of the monu-
ment and the surrounding gardens.

Kevin Devaney
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

More Letters
on Pages 5 & 18

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Esculic – Pertaining to the horse

chestnut
2. Furunculosis – The state of being

afflicted with boils
3. Carking – Distressing; perplexing
4. Carcajou – The wolverine or badger

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

FULMINATION
1. A thundering or lightning
2. Moving with a wiggling motion, as

a snake
3. Spontaneous combustion
4. Renewal or restoration

PERSULTATION
1. To force or drive out; expel
2. An eruption of blood from an artery
3. Killing by suffocation
4. Taking or snatching away by force

MACULOSE
1. Producing a slight glow
2. Pitted or ducted
3. Having a well-formed jaw
4. Covered with spots

SPHYGMUS
1. The pulse
2. Very small amount; a pinch
3. Discontent
4. Topsoil

This continues a series of articles fea-
turing the 22 community service agen-
cies that are part of the United Fund of
Westfield. These agencies reflect the
needs of today’s society. Those who
seek help are provided with people-ori-
ented services that are partially funded
through contributions to the United Fund
of Westfield.

* * * * * * *
Last year, Westfield Boy Scouts col-

lected 37,500 items of food that were
donated to the hungry in our area. This
Boy Scout service project, one of three
programs funded in part by the United
Fund of Westfield, helps young people
realize that there is a need right here in
our community and that they can make a
difference in the lives of others.

The Scouting for Food program helps
scouts to learn firsthand the importance
of teamwork and social support. Ac-
cording to the Patriots’ Path Council,
more than 30 million Americans, in-
cluding six million children, go hungry
at some time every month.

During the Scouting for Food drive,
the council coordinates collection and
identifies legitimate community agen-
cies in the area to warehouse and distrib-
ute the food items to the needy at no cost.

Thanks to the United Fund of
Westfield’s support, two other impor-
tant Boy Scout programs are thriving:
Strong Families and Safe Environments.

The Strong Families program engages
parents and children in family-related
activities that focus on topics such as
building worth as a person, developing
responsibility, positive family relation-
ships, etc.

A program of growing importance in
today’s society is Safe Environment. Par-
ents of cub scouts are provided informa-
tion on how to protect children from
abuse, and are encouraged to create a
caring home environment so that children
will want to spend time with family.

The highest goal in the Boy Scouts is
becoming an Eagle Scout. Last year, 13
Eagle Scouts contributed 1,976 service
hours in the town of Westfield.

One Eagle Scout is Jeffrey Dresely
who created a resource room for Kids
Hope USA, a mentoring program for
elementary students sponsored by the First
United Methodist Church of Westfield.

Jeffrey worked with the program’s

The Needs of Today’s Society:
Patriots’ Path Boy Scout Council

director to determine the needs. He led
volunteers from his troop and the church
in creating a resource room where chil-
dren can go after school for help with
schoolwork, to talk about problems they
may be having, and meet with mentors.

Through contacts he made with local
businesses and church members, the
resource area is now filled with books,
educational games and school supplies.

Another laudable project underway
is Gregory Ryan’s. He is working to-
ward his Eagle Scout rank and has spent
more than two years adding handicap
accessible playground equipment to Me-
morial Park in Westfield.

“I wanted to give all kids a chance to
enjoy their childhood,” explained Gre-
gory, whose sister has cerebral palsy.

After planning and garnering ap-
proval from the town and its recreation
department, Gregory started a
fundraising campaign last May. The
playground area is estimated to cost
$70,000 and Gregory has exceeded that
by raising over $83,000 to date.

Gregory hopes his project will also
serve as a lesson in diversity by creat-
ing an environment where handicapped
and non-handicapped youngsters can
interact.

More than 28,000 young people from
Union, Essex, Somerset, Morris and
parts of Middlesex counties are mem-
bers of the Patriots’ Path Council of the
Boy Scouts of America, including 1,000
Westfielders. Most of the members are
boys who are cub scouts and boy scouts,
but there are also co-ed units in the
Venturing program (ages 14 to 21) and
the Exploring program (ages 14 to 21),
which is career-based.

Adult volunteers, totaling 7,000, pro-
vide leadership, with the help and train-
ing offered by the service center, now
located in Florham Park.

Patriots’ Path Council, Boy Scouts
of America, is one of 22 agencies sup-
ported by the United Fund of Westfield.
For more information about how to
support these local service organiza-
tions, please call Linda Maggio, Ex-
ecutive Director of the United Fund of
Westfield, at (908) 233-2113.

For information about the services
provided by Patriots’ Path Council or to
become a volunteer, please call (973)
765-9322, extension no. 221.
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Lauren Pass for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TIGERS COME TO TOWN...On Thursday, May 20, Tiger Cubs from Jefferson
School in Westfield visited the office of The Westfield Leader and The Times to
learn about newspapers. They learned the “5 Ws” of writing – who, what, when,
where and why.

Resident Urges Others to Speak Out
In Favor of Arthritis Research

Arthritis is the nation’s number one
cause of disability among Americans 15
years and older. Arthritis affects the young
and old. It does not discriminate.   Nation-
ally, one out of three people suffer from
the debilitating disease (300,000 of whom
are children). In New Jersey alone, over 2
million people are affected.

Increased funding is needed to help
manage and reduce the impact of arthri-
tis and provide programs and services
to enhance quality of life.  However, the
Quality of Life Initiative Act signed
into law by Governor Whitman in 1999,
has been cut from $634,000 to $232,000
for the 2004 fiscal year.  The state’s two
regional Arthritis Centers, funded by
the initiative, now only receive $116,000
each, a fraction of the original appro-
priation.

The Arthritis Foundation has been
educating legislators on the urgency
and importance of regaining lost fund-
ing.  In addition, the New Jersey Chap-
ter of the Arthritis Foundation is work-
ing to identify a directed source of
funding to increase financial support
for arthritis-related programs to at least
$1.3 million.

As May is Arthritis Awareness Month,
I encourage everyone, especially those
with arthritis, to voice your concern
about the funding cuts.  As Outreach and
Exercise Coordinator for the Arthritis
Foundation New Jersey Chapter, I have
experienced time and time again the
devastating affects arthritis has on the
quality of life for so many people in New
Jersey.  On a personal note, I face my
own battle each day as arthritis contin-
ues its relentless journey.

Contact Governor McGreevey and the
offices of your state legislators and tell
them how important it is to increase
arthritis funding to $1.3 million.  Re-
mind our elected officials that if left
untreated, arthritis will end up costing
more in increased health care and other
costs.

To contact Governor McGreevey, visit
w w w . s t a t e . n j . u s / g o v e r n o r /
govmail.html, call  (609) 292-6000 or

write to P.O. Box 001, Trenton, NJ
08625.  To reach your senator or mem-
ber of the assembly, visit
www.nj leg .s ta te .n j .us /members /
legsearch.asp, members section, and
click on Find Legislators. For more in-
formation on arthritis or the New Jersey
chapter of the Arthritis Foundation, visit
www.arthritis.org.

Kathy Geller
Westfield

Recent Letters Regarding Approval
Of School Budget Show Disregard

On May 16, two letters appeared in
The Star Ledger praising the passing of
the school budget in Scotch Plains. Both
of these were very upsetting and show a
callous disregard for the impact on many.
I would like to point out that neither one
mentioned the cost. This budget resulted
in an increase of $384.00 to an average
home owner in the township. Further,
the authors, Lance Porter or Elizabeth
Murad, did not mention the increases in
the previous three years. These were
8.68 percent, 8.28 percent and 8.01 per-
cent. This year the increase was 7.45
percent. The question is how many of us
have been given raises to this degree?
This school budget increases result in
placing many of us in a position with less
net income this year than we had four
years ago. This is in the era of massive
energy cost increases, unemployment,
under employment, salary freezes, and
employee medical benefits contribution
increases.

It is obvious that this township’s bud-
get is out of control and home owners are
being placed in the position of every
year having to come up with more and
more money for the school system.

Both Mr. Porter and Ms. Murad ap-
pear to be oblivious of this fact and care
little of the hardships this causes to the
homeowner. In particular, those who are
on fixed incomes or are unemployed.

Mr. Porter mentioned that some 1,576
voters approved the budget. He did not
mention that some 1,153 voted “No”.

One cannot help to question is this really
a fair representative of the Scotch Plains
voters. The town has approximately
22,000 residents. Therefore only a small
percentage of voters came out to vote.
One can only wonder what would have
happened should the vote have taken
place during November, the time of all
other elections.

All tax payers should take notice that
Mr. Porter’s final paragraph did not
mentioned anything about providing a
cost effective educational system. There-
fore, we can expect to see ever rising
taxes resulting from the school budget.

Mr. Porter and Ms. Murad do not
rejoice in your victory, since the major-
ity of us cannot share in the in your
accomplishment. We are too busy work-
ing to pay our real estate taxes and
reviewing our household budget trying
to figure how we can make ends meet
with less money. This is something that
the school board is unable to address and
rely on the easy solution of raising rev-
enues via taxation.

I suggest that you talk to a number of
residents who are not on the school
board or not associated with the school
system. You may find that your sense of
winning may not be as rewarding.

Should there be others with a similar
view, please drop a line so you can be
heard.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

As a Mountainsider who engaged in
the vigorous discussion about a commu-
nity center at last week’s borough-coun-
cil meeting, I’m disturbed by your ac-
count of it.

 First, while some remarks on all sides
were heated, including mine, no one’s
temper was lost. All parties maintained
decorum. Absolutely nothing “compelled
police presence,” nor am I aware of any.
This report is a false and unfair reflec-
tion on the conduct of our citizens and
elected officials at that meeting.

 Second, and even more harmful in its
divisive implications, is the misleading
headline, “Senior Citizens Express Op-
position to Proposed MS Community
Center.” The article doesn’t support this
headline. No one mentioned in it is iden-
tified as a “senior citizen” with those
words or others.

However, the overall implication is
that battle lines are being drawn around
the proposed center, with senior citizens
against it and parents in favor. That’s
hurtful to our community and incorrect.
While the people who have raised ques-
tions publicly about the proposal are
mostly older residents, many of us also
have grandchildren living here, includ-
ing me. The elders I know are just as
interested as anyone else of any age in
having adequate recreational facilities
for all.

Meanwhile, I know a number of par-
ents of school children (unrelated to me)
who see no need for a community center
and the costs it would impose on hard-
pressed taxpayers with kids to support.

I have an open mind on the matter of
need. We who have raised questions are
eager to get hard facts about need, which
have been missing from the opinions
we’ve heard.

At last week’s council meeting, we
were given for the first time some facts
about unsatisfied demands for gymna-
sium time. We should have had this
information many months ago, before
the mayor and council hired an architect
to outline a center and ask people what
else they want to put into it.

The proper first step was to determine
the exact needs and to publicize them,
not to design a center. The next question
to answer before hiring an architect was,
does the need justify the expense and the
tax levy? Our mayor and council skipped
over those steps and proceeded directly
to telling us on their own authority that
we must have the center.

Anyone who paid attention at last
week’s meeting would have understood
this fact: Many of us are concerned not
only with establishing a clear need for
this expense. We are also concerned
about a development process, which is
controlled entirely by insiders who al-
ready have decided in favor of building
a center.

A self-appointed committee took it
upon itself to have the borough pay an
architect to draw up a tentative plan
based on its specifications. That com-
mittee consisted of the mayor and two
councilmen, plus four borough employ-
ees subject to the council’s authority.
Their deliberations were off stage. Their
actions were taken with little notice to
the community and without involving
the public in any way.

A committee of such importance
should have included many citizen mem-
bers with diverse ideas and viewpoints.
It should have been well publicized and

Mountainside Resident Disputes Story
Regarding Community Center

have operated always in the open. This
democratic process might have pro-
duced a well-considered rationale and
proposal that the community would
support with little or no controversy.

The mayor and council say they are
consulting the public by having the
architect interview organization lead-
ers. Fine. But what about other resi-
dents?

The mayor now says there will be a
referendum vote on the matter in No-
vember. That’s certainly welcome. But
it comes not as part of the mayor’s
original plan but rather as an after-
thought, thanks to the questions raised
by some residents at the April council
meeting.

Scott Schmedel
Mountainside

Westfield Community Landscaping
Was Great Success At BOE Building
On Saturday, May 15, members of the

Westfield community joined school
board members and staff to landscape
the Elm Street School Building, which
has been sorely neglected for years. This
community landscaping project was a
great success: fifty flowering trees and
shrubs now enhance this three-story brick
building. I would like to publicly thank
those members of the community who
helped.

Thank you to Parker Greenhouse and
Williams Nursery for generous discounts
on trees and shrubs; to the Garden Club,
Rake and Hoe Club, Rotary Club, Par-
ent-Teacher Council, and the Franklin,
Wilson and Roosevelt PTA’s for contri-
butions towards the purchase of trees
and bushes; to Westfield students Bryan
Smith, Ben Zakarin and Natalie

DiFrancesco, Garden Club members Jane
Curtis, Ruth Paul and Rosemary Shive,
and to Joe DiFrancesco, Heidi Ziff, David
Leiz, Beth Cassie and her daughter Claire,
Mayor Greg McDermott, and my co-
organizer Ginny Leiz for determined
and diligent digging and planting; and to
School Business Administrator Bob
Berman, school groundskeeper Carmine
Ricciardi and Elm Street Head Custo-
dian Bill Wolen for extra efforts.

We will complete the landscaping in
October after the portico on the building
has been repaired, so you can still take
the opportunity to contribute funds or
brawn to this community landscaping
project.

Arlene Gardner
Westfield Board of Education

An additional monthly $1.75 regulatory Program Fee will be added to your bill for each line of serv-
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ity of your airtime usage must be on the AT&T Wireless Network to eligible for service. Usage is
rounded up to next full minute. Unused monthly minute allowance lost. Roaming, additional
minute, and long distance charges apply. Various taxes, surcharges, fees and other assessments
(e.g., universal connectivity charge) apply. Other restrictions apply. Subject to General Terms and
Conditions and calling plan brochure. May not be available with other offers. Signed two-year
agreement must be returned within first 60 days or you will receive benefits associated with one-
year agreement. Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes: Apply to calls placed to or received from other AT&T
Wireless subcribers while both parties are in their applicable Mobile-to-mobile Service Area and on
the AT&T Wireless network. Mobile-to-Mobile minutes available from a different area than your
included minutes. Different rates apply when outside each applicable Service Area. Standard long
distance charges may apply. Night and Weekend minutes Promotion: from 9:00 p.m. to 5:59 a.m.
Monday-Friday and Friday 9:00 p.m. through Monday 5:59 a.m. Additional Anytime Minutes:
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calls placed from your applicable Service Area to anywhere in the U.S. Standard airtime charges
apply. ©2004 AT&T Wireless Services. All rights reserved.
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Dr. Christian Wunsch and Ms. Kathleen Mahoney

Ms. Kathleen Mahoney
Marries Dr. Christian Wunsch

MR. AND MRS. JOSEPH J. MANDRILLO
(She is the former Ms. Lee Ann Terese Weniger)

Ms. Lee Ann Weniger
Marries Joseph J. Mandrillo

Wright Family
Welcomes Kelly

David and Karyn Wright of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their daughter, Kelly Michelle
Wright, on Thursday, March 11, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Kelly weighed 8 pounds and mea-
sured 19.5 inches in length at birth.

She joins her brothers, Brennan,
age 6, and Tyler, age 4.

Kelly’s maternal grandparents are
John and Susan Davis of Brookfield,
Conn.

Her paternal grandparents are Herb
and Marty Wright of Mantoloking,
formerly of Westfield.

Ms. Lee Ann Terese Weniger, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Weniger of North Brunswick, was
married on Friday, April 2, to Joseph
James Mandrillo of Scotch Plains. He
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Mandrillo of Westfield.

A Mass and ceremony, with the
Reverend John Polyak officiating,
took place at the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church in North
Brunswick. A reception followed at
The Farrington Manor in North
Brunswick.

Given in marriage by her parents,
Charles and Penelope Weniger, the
bride had her sisters, Mrs. Dawn
Buckner and Mrs. Sandra Sodano, as
matrons of honor. Attending the bride
were Mrs. Tara Louise Jordan and
Ms. Julianne Mandrillo, the sisters of
the bridegroom, and Miss Kathryn
Weniger, the bride’s niece.

Mark James Fortunato, a friend of
the bridegroom, was the best man.
The groomsmen included Christo-
pher Weniger, the brother of the bride;
Paul Jordan, the brother-in-law of the
bridegroom; Kenneth Buckner, the
brother-in-law of the bride, and An-
drew Buckner, the bride’s nephew.

Dylan James Jordan, the
bridegroom’s nephew, was the ring
bearer. Rose petals were strewn by
Miss Lauren Sodano and Miss Jenna
Sodano and Miss Tara Weniger, nieces
of the bride, all of whom served as
flower girls.

Among those in attendance were

Mrs. Eleanor Mandrillo of Linden
and Mary and James Previte of
Westfield, the bridegroom’s grand-
parents. He is also the grandson of the
late Joseph A. Mandrillo.

The bride was awarded a Bachelor
of Science degree in Nutrition from
Rutgers University in New Brunswick.
She currently works as a community
nutritionist for Rutgers University.

The bridegroom received his Bach-
elor of Science degree in Business
Management with Honors from Rutgers
University. He is a business analyst with
Accenture, Ltd., a technology consult-
ing firm, in Florham Park.

Following a wedding trip to Spring
Lake, N.J. and St. Augustine, Fla., the
couple resides in Scotch Plains.

Ms. Kathleen Mahoney, the daugh-
ter of Mrs. Rita I. Mahoney of
Westfield and the late Dr. John F.
Mahoney, was married on Tuesday,
March 2, in Crested Butte, Colo., to
Dr. Christian Wunsch. He is the son
of the late Senator Christian and
Mildred Wunsch of La Junta, Colo.

Ms. Mahoney, an attorney, is As-
sociate Professor and Co-Director of
the Legal Research and Writing De-
partment at St. Thomas University
School of Law in Miami, Fla. She
also teaches at the University of
Miami School of Law, where she
graduated first in her law school class.

A 1967 graduate of Westfield High

School, the bride received her Bach-
elor of Arts degree from Newton
College of the Sacred Heart, now
Boston College, and earned her
master’s degree in special education
from Florida International Univer-
sity in Miami, Fla., prior to obtaining
her law degree at the University of
Miami.

Dr. Wunsch is a pathologist at the
University of Miami Medical School.
He was awarded his Bachelor of
Arts, Master of Science, Doctoral
and medical degrees from North-
western University in Chicago, Ill.

The couple resides in Coconut
Grove, Fla.

Volunteers Needed
To Plant Wildflowers
FANWOOD – Friends and neigh-

bors are invited to help the Fanwood
Environmental Commission plant
wildflower seed on Saturday, June 5,
at 1 p.m. The work should take about
two hours. If there is a steady rain on
that day, the planting will be resched-
uled for Sunday, June 6, at 1 p.m.

Participants are asked to bring
metal “T”-shaped rakes, dress ap-
propriately and to expect muddy
ground.

 The flowers are expected to bloom
in July. Different types of flowers
will appear through the summer and
into the fall. The flowers are for all to
enjoy and should not be picked.

Even if individuals cannot help
with the planting, they are still in-
vited to visit. Any group wishing to
help place wood chips on the trails –
on any dates – may call Dean Talcott
at (908) 322-6577 and make arrange-
ments.

To get to the Fanwood Nature Cen-
ter, go to where Cray Terrace inter-
sects the PSE&G overhead power
lines. Newly-installed brown signs
with white lettering will guide visi-
tors from the intersections of
LaGrande and Martine Avenues or
Terrill Road and Cray Terrace.

PRESIDENTIAL PE N
Unique & exceptional gifts

for the graduate
who deserves nothing less...

Celebrate tthis mmilestone
with aa ggift tthey’l l  ttreasure!

112 Central Avenue, Westfield
Call 908-317-9600
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Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5:30; Thurs ‘til 8
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Waterman EExpert II I
Gift  SSet
With deep-tone lacquered

finish, beveled cap, and

contemporary double-ring

chrome accents, this ballpoint

pen  is the height of stylish

professionalism.... and an

exceptional value with free

matching mechanical pencil.

Available in a variety of colors
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Jack Georges • Mont Blanc • Cross 
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Historian Nat Bodian to Recall
Famed Newarkers at Luncheon

WESTFIELD — The First
Wednesday Luncheon of the
Westfield Historical Society will take
place at noon on June 2 at B.G. Fields
Restaurant, located at 560 Spring-
field Avenue in Westfield.

The program topic will be “Nat
Bodian’s Recollection of Six Former
Newarkers Who Made Headlines and
History.” Mr. Bodian’s talk will be
based on selected entries from his
Old Newark website postings, which
are collectively called “Recollections
of Nat Bodian.”

Mr. Bodian, a Cranford author and
historian, will discuss such former
Newark luminaries as Supreme Court
Justice William Brennan, Jr. and
major league baseball player and top
World War II spy Moe Berg, both
graduates of Barringer High School.

He will also recall colorful Mayor
Meyer Ellenstein; department store
owner and philanthropist Louis
Bamberger, and author Philip Roth.

Mr. Bodian will also discuss his own
attendance at Monmouth Street School
in Newark’s old Third Ward at the
same time as former New York City
Mayor Ed Koch was a student there.

He will additionally recall the Koch
family’s struggle for survival during
the mayor’s boyhood years in New-
ark before he achieved fame as a
five-term congressman.

Mr. Bodian is a one-time Newark-
based newspaper reporter who lived
in Newark until the early post-World
War II years. In recent years, he has
focused on recalling, researching and
writing about many of the attributes
of Newark as a flourishing city.

Regular attendees of the luncheon
will be called to verify their reserva-
tions. Space permitting, others may
attend. Interested individuals are
asked to call (908) 233-2930 by
Monday, May 31, by noon.

Kean Bill Would Eliminate
Small Sales of Cigarettes

TRENTON – Legislation intro-
duced by Senator Thomas Kean, Jr.
(R-21) that would prohibit cigarette
retailers from selling less than 20
cigarettes in a pack passed the Sen-
ate Health, Human Services and Se-
nior Citizens Committee today.

“Nicotine is one of the most highly
addictive substances on earth, and we
must take every step and exhaust ev-
ery measure to stop children from
starting to smoke,” Mr. Kean said.
“By eliminating small sales of ciga-
rettes, we will make it that much more
difficult for a child to start down the
path toward a lifetime of addiction.”

“In order for this legislation to be
effective in stopping young people
from smoking, we must institute pen-

alties that will make it prohibitive to
violate the law,” Mr. Kean noted.
“The penalties for violating the laws
that make it difficult for young people
to purchase cigarettes must have some
teeth in them to be effective in stop-
ping this destructive behavior.”

The new legislation would pertain
both to the owners of cigarette vending
machines and to retail merchants. Fines
for vending machine owners would be
$100 for the first offense and $500 for
every day the machine operates in
violation of the law. Fines for retail
merchants would be $250 for the first
offense and $500 for each subsequent
offense. Fines would be paid into the
treasury of the municipality in which
the violation occurred.

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

...A great garden!!

Cookin 
up ...

“Grillin’” Dave
Williams

Join the Club
and Be Rewarded

Join the Club
and Be Rewarded

Memorial
Day Fun

This Weeks Hours   5/24-06/01
Sun- Tue 9am-6pm Wed-Sat 9am-7pm
This Weeks Hours   5/24-06/01
Sun- Tue 9am-6pm Wed-Sat 9am-7pm

We’re Grillin’
This Monday

Spend time this weekend with the family 
in the garden. Its the ideal time to put 
those annuals in the ground, or in pots. The 
weather is perfect for fast growth. For 
those that have gotten a late start we now 
have annuals in 6” and 8” pots for instant 
impact. We have trucks arriving daily with 
these Fresh Beautiful Flowering plants. 

We’ll be celebrating gardening all weekend 
long, and on Monday we will be cookin’ up 
Hot Dogs on the grill from 11 am until 2 pm.

Hot Dogs will be $1 and proceeds will go 
to  the Westfield Korean War Memorial.

Note: the grill pictured is our old grill, now  
replaced with our Weber Stainless Steel 
Summit Grill. (Hint...Still time to order one 
for Dad for Father’s Day)  
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long, and on Monday we will be cookin’ up 
Hot Dogs on the grill from 11 am until 2 pm.

Hot Dogs will be $1 and proceeds will go 
to  the Westfield Korean War Memorial.

Note: the grill pictured is our old grill, now  
replaced with our Weber Stainless Steel 
Summit Grill. (Hint...Still time to order one 
for Dad for Father’s Day)  
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In the Face of the Greatest of Evils,
What Survives and Triumphs is Love

By THE REV. ANDREW HAMERSLEY

Many are aware that St. Paul’s is
renovating. Starting construction and
moving out of the church have required
some long days and nights of work.
Last week, after back-to-back night-
time meetings, I  retreated to the rec-
tory at about 10 p.m. and collapsed in
the den to zone out with some TV.

Clicking through the channels, I
came across a portion of a remarkable
documentary. It must have been on
public television. It was on something
called the “Kindertransport.”

According to their website
( w w w . k i n d e r t r a n s p o r t . o r g /
kinder2.htm), “Those who suffered
persecution at the hands of the Nazi
Regime did not all have the same expe-
rience; however, they can be classified
as follows:

1. Those who were in the concentra-
tion or death camps such as Auschwitz,
Dachau, etc.

2. Those who were hidden in Nazi
occupied countries.

3. Those who found refuge in Shang-
hai, China, Japan, or other countries.

4. Those who were sent to England
on Kindertransports without their par-
ents. (“Kinder” is “children” in Ger-
man.)

Initially (it goes on to say), Hitler did
not plan to exterminate Jews; he only
wanted to expel them from Germany.
The tragedy was that few countries
were willing to accept them. Many
countries, including the United States,
had immigration quotas and did not
bend the rules to accept the Jews even
when it became known what fate
awaited them. Thus the real problem
facing most Jews was to find a country
which would let them in.”

The Kindertransport, organized by
Great Britain, took in 10,000 children
between December of 1938 and the
breakout of war in September of 1939.

You can imagine how moving the
story was. There were scenes of chil-
dren arriving on trains with all their
worldly possessions in a single hand-
bag; of the reintroduction, in many
cases, of hygiene, social interaction
and regular nutrition.

Living survivors of the
Kindertransport narrated the story,
many of them very old by now. They

spoke of the bond that grew between
the children, the difficulties they faced,
the kindness of their hosts, and, most
importantly, they spoke of yearning for
and hoping for word of their parents.

One of the scenes I found very tender
and profound was of a little girl whose
mother was left in Germany. Although
she longed for some word as to her
mother’s fate, nothing came for a very
long time. She would write letters to
her hometown in Germany and they
were returned with a pencil mark that
said, “Occupant resettled.”

Finally, after years of separation and
longing, the little girl received a postcard
in her mother’s hand. It said how they
were being transported to the East, (in
fact, it turns out, to a concentration camp
and death.) The postcard contained one
more sentence: the mother told her little
girl to be good, to do the right things, and
to always have courage.

The old woman in the documentary
was the same little girl, saved by the
Kindertransport in the 30s, telling the
story of what became her mother’s last
will and testament. She still had the
postcard from her youth. She displayed
it to the filmmakers. The writing was
unsteady and in pencil. “Be good, do
right, have courage.”

That week, as usual, I was preparing
to preach on the Gospel passage. It was
the scene of the Last Supper. Jesus was
about to suffer and die. He had gath-
ered His disciples around Him and
given them the timeless gift of the Holy
Eucharist, His Body and Blood.

Then, after He was betrayed and the
sequence of His Passion had begun, He
said one more thing: “Little children, I
am with you only a little longer. You
will look for me, where I am going you
cannot come. I give you a new com-
mandment, that you should love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you
should love one another. By this every-
one will know that you are my dis-
ciples, if you have love for one an-
other.”

Imagine, if you can bear it, being a
mother separated from her children,
facing rumors of horrors beyond be-
lief, and you are given a pencil and a
postcard to communicate the essen-
tials one last time. Imagine if you are
the Son of Man, facing certain torture
and death, and you are given simply
bread, wine, and words.

Such small things: a pencil and post-
card, bread and wine, and words against
the monstrous machine of human evil
and sin. And yet, look at what has
survived! Look around for the so-called
splendor of the Thousand Year Reich;
where is the promised Master Race?
Look around for the Roman or any
other human empire. Where are they?
Where is the Pax Romana?

In the face of evil, sin and death, look
at what survives! What survives after
all these years is love.

* * * * * * *
The Reverend Hamersley is Rector

of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Singles Invited to Meet
On Sunday Mornings
WESTFIELD — Widowed, di-

vorced, or never married persons over
age 45 are invited to gather on Sun-
days, June 6, 13, 20 and 27 at 9 a.m.
for coffee, cake and lively discus-
sions on single living.

Meetings are held in the lower
level meeting room of the First Bap-
tist Church of Westfield, located at
170 Elm Street. A $2 donation is
requested and all are welcome.

The group also offers winter movie
nights, summer picnics and holiday
get-togethers, among other activities.
For more information, please call
(908) 889-5265 or (908) 889-4751.

CONTACT We Care Lauds
Octogenarian Volunteers

Seminar Slated on Teaching
‘True Love Waits’ to Youth

Public Invited to Experience
Labyrinth Yoga and Walk

THE SKY’S THE LIMIT…Octogenarian CONTACT We Care crisis hotline
volunteers Ellen Anthony, left, and Liz Lane enjoy a spectacular, 360-degree
view from atop a chairlift in Patagonia, Argentina on February 5 as WOR
travelers. Both former Westfield residents, the pair travels weekly from
Basking Ridge to Westfield to perform four-hour shifts on the hotline, and also
take yearly trips together.

WESTFIELD — In saluting May
as Older Americans Month, CON-
TACT We Care has recognized the
contributions of two of its “older”
volunteers, Ellen Anthony and Liz
Lane.

Each week, the two women travel
from Basking Ridge to Westfield to
fill a four-hour shift on CONTACT’s
crisis hotline. Mrs. Anthony has
logged over 3,000 hours, while Mrs.
Lane has close to 1,000 hours.

While both are over 80, they still
live life to the fullest and continue to
explore the world they live in, em-
bodying the theme of this year’s Older
Americans Month: “Aging Well, Liv-
ing Well,” according to CONTACT
Executive Director Katie Feeks.

“Their volunteer commitment is
impressive, but we also celebrate the
example they set – their readiness to

learn and enjoy life and dedicate
time to make a difference in the lives
of others,” Mrs. Feeks remarked.

Each year, Mrs. Anthony and Mrs.
Lane, both former Westfield resi-
dents, schedule a major trip together.

Recalling a recent tour in Argen-
tina, Mrs. Anthony said, “Other mem-
bers of the tour were worried we
were going to slow them down when
they heard we were over 80, but we
surprised them.”

The Union County Division on
Aging selected the theme “Aging
Well, Living Well” in order to cel-
ebrate and recognize older Ameri-
cans who are living longer, healthier
and more productive lives.

For more information about vol-
unteering with CONTACT We Care,
please call the office at (908) 301-
1899.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Evangel
Church, located at 1251 Terrill Road
in Scotch Plains, will host a “True
Love Waits” Adult Training Seminar
on Saturday, June 5, from 8:45 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m.

This training prepares adults to present
the “True Love Waits” program to teen-
agers in their home churches and com-
munities. The program encourages and
equips middle and high school students
to make a commitment to sexual absti-
nence until marriage.

Adults will be instructed in how to
run the program. Presented in five

sessions, it covers setting life goals;
what God says about sex; the dangers
of pornography; how pregnancy, sexu-
ally transmitted diseases and the emo-
tional fallout change a teenager’s life;
dating guidelines, and refusal skills.

During the training, participants
will become familiar with available
resources to help communicate the
message of sexual purity in an inter-
esting, positive way. They will also
have the opportunity to meet and
network with other youth leaders
and pro-family advocates. To regis-
ter, please call (908) 322-9050.

CRANFORD – The First Presbyte-
rian Church of Cranford will present
“Yoga on the Labyrinth,” followed by
a Labyrinth Walk, on Saturday, June
5, from 3 to 5 p.m.

The event is open to all, and no prior
experience with yoga or labyrinths is
necessary. Individuals are asked to
bring a yoga mat or towel and to wear
loose, comfortable clothes.

The yoga session will be led by
Jane Schear, who has been studying
Hatha yoga in the Aurobindo tradi-
tion since 1992. She has been teach-
ing yoga since 1999 and has experi-
ence instructing many different age
groups.

The Labyrinth Walk will be facili-
tated by Rosemary Schultz and Vir-
ginia Waters, both of whom host

open Labyrinth Walks at the church
on the first Sunday of every month
and have also conducted walks else-
where.

The next Sunday Labyrinth Walk
at the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford will take place on Sunday,
June 6, from 1 to 4 p.m. Participants
are asked to begin their walk by 3:30
p.m.

A brief orientation will precede
the yoga class, Labyrinth Walk, a
period of meditation and reflection,
and a discussion.

The activities will take place
at the church’s Bates Hall, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue.
For more information, please
call Rosemary at (908) 272-6724
or Virginia at (908) 276-2226.

St. John’s Baptist Slates
Events For Two Sundays

SCOTCH PLAINS – The com-
bined usher boards of St. John’s Bap-
tist Church in Scotch Plains will
celebrate their Annual Day on Sun-
day, June 6, at 3:30 p.m.

Guest speaker will be the Rever-
end James Robinson, Pastor of North
Plainfield’s Community Baptist
Church.

Accompanying him will be his
officers, ushers, choirs and members
of his congregation. All are invited to
attend.

On Sunday, June 13, St. John’s
Baptist Church will devote its entire
10 a.m. service to a combination
youth and scholarship award pro-

gram. The children’s and youth choirs
will sing, and special recognition
and awards will be given.

A special youth minister will be
the guest speaker. Any scholarship
donations should be directed to the
St. John’s Scholarship Fund, 2387
Morse Avenue, Scotch Plains 07076.
All youth in the community and sur-
rounding areas are invited.

For more information about these
events, please call the church at (908)
232-6972.

$13,995

6  c y l ,  a u t o  t r a n s ,  a i r ,  p w r
str/ABS/lcks/seat/lumbar seat/sunrf, tilt,
t/gls, b/s mldgs, lugg rack, sec sys, AM/FM
stereo, CD, cruise, keyless entry, OnStar,
35,864 mi, Stk. #507P, VIN #12102306.

'01 Chevrolet Blazer LT 4x4

$13,995

4 dr, V6, auto trans, air, pwr str/ABS/
lcks/wind/seat/sunrf, AM/FM stereo, CD,
stereo control in steering, alloys, r/spoiler,
t/gls, sec sys, graphics equalizer, keyless
entry, 28,695 mi, Stk. #551P, VIN #1F229116.

'01 Pontiac Grand Prix GT

$17,995

6 cyl, auto OD trans, air, pwr str/ABS,
AM/FM stereo, rads, t/gls, int wip, dual
air bags, bckts, step bumper, 16,456
mi, Stk. #544P, VIN #41103673.

'04 Chevrolet Express 1500 Cargo Van

$25,750

8 cyl, auto OD trans, climate cntrl air, pwr
str/ABS/lcks/seat/wind, AM/FM stereo-cass,
CD, cruise, alloys, sec sys, b/s mldgs, running
brds, tilt, t/gls, lthr int, keyless entry, 32,455
mi, Stk. #523P, VIN #1J289619.

'01 Chevrolet Tahoe 1500 LT 4x4

$28,500

3 dr hatchback, V8, 6 spd man trans, climate
cntrl air, pwr str/ABS/lcks/seat/ wind, AM/FM
stereo-cass, Bose sys, tilt, t/gls, r/def, lthr
int, keyless entry, cruise, glass top, sec sys,
34,521 mi, Stk. #527P, VIN #X5101389.

'99 Chevrolet Corvette

CHARGE
HOME

THEATER
SYSTEM

Our Compliments
With Every

Vehicle Purchase
Or Lease**

NO

Se Habla
espanol˜ SATURDAY SERVICE HOURS:  8am-12pm

www.newnorrischevrolet.com or email: norchev@aol.com

NORRIS CHEVROLET

NORRIS
Prices includes all costs to be paid by consumer except license, registration & taxes.  Pictures for illustration purposes only.  Not responsible for typographical errors or
omissions.  Excludes prior sales. This ad supersedes previous ads.  *Qualifications for rebates: Oldsmobile loyalty rebate - Must be a current owner/lessee of an Oldsmobile
product; Military rebate - Must show proof of military status.  **Retail value $199.95. Excludes prior sales and installation.  Not in lieu of cash. Expires 5/31/04. Call for details.

Serving Union County’s Automotive Needs For 75 Years With Low Prices & Excellent Service!

433 NORTH AVENUE • WESTFIELD • 908-233-0220

0%
Financingapr

#1Rated
For  Customer

Satisfaction!

$4500
Rebates!✓

✓
✓

$10,330

All New

2004SSR
$15,800 $16,250

$2510
Save

$2510
Save

$6320
Save

$6320
Save

$5885
Save

$5885
Save

Up To 60 Mos. If Qual.

$11,300

2 dr, 4 cyl, auto trans, air, pwr
str/ABS/lcks, cruise, sec sys, trac cntrl,
r/spoiler, tilt, t/gls, cloth bckts, b/s mldgs,
accent stripes, dlxe whl cvrs, 22,745 mi,
Stk. #526P, VIN #2C135453.

'02 Pontiac Grand Am SE

ONLY
3413 MI.

$11,495

4 dr, 4 cyl, auto trans, air, pwr
str/ABS/lcks/wind, AM/FM stereo-cass,
CD, cruise, r/def, cloth bckts, keyless
entry, alloys, tilt, b/s mldgs, sec sys,
3413 mi, Stk. #545P, VIN #27472279.

'02 Chevrolet Cavalier LS

$11,995

4 dr, 4 cyl, auto trans, air, pwr
str/lcks/brks/winds, AM/FM stereo,
CD, tilt, cloth bckts, keyless entry,
r/def, b/s mldgs, 3696 mi, Stk.
#536P, VIN #2Z404089.

'02 Chevrolet Prizm LSI

$13,750

4 dr,  6 cyl ,  auto trans, air,  pwr
str/ABS/lcks/seat/wind, AM/FM stereo-cass,
CD, tilt, t/gls, r/def, b/s mldgs, sec sys, alloys,
r/spoiler, keyless entry, fog lts, trac cntrl,
34,884 mi, Stk. #458P, VIN #19110333.

'01 Chevrolet Impala LS

in Stock!

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

$9495

4 cyl, auto trans, air, pwr str/ABS,
AM/FM stereo, CD, cruise, bed liner,
tilt, dual air bags, cloth split bench,
sec sys, step bumper, 46,254 mi,
Stk. #552U, VIN #Y8286071.

'00 Chevrolet S10 LS Xtreme
2.9% A.P.R.Financing

4 door, 4 cylinder, automatic transmission, air, power steering/brakes, rear
defrost, AM/FM stereo with CD player and MP3 playback, MSRP $12,840,
VIN #4B177455.  Incl. $1000 reb. & $1000 Oldsmobile loyalty reb if qual*.

New 2004 Chevrolet
Aveo 4-Door

4 dr, hard top, V6, auto OD trans, air, pwr str/brks/wind/lcks/
mirrs, deep t/gls, r/wind wiper/washer, carpeted floor mats,
cruise w/resume speed, tilt, AM/FM stereo, CD, keyless entry,
MSRP $22,120, VIN #46900137.  Incl. $3500 reb., $1000
Bonus cash & $1000 Oldsmobile loyalty reb. if qual*.

New 2004 Chevrolet

Tracker LT
V6, auto trans, air, pwr str/brks/wind/lcks/6-way driver
seat, AM/FM stereo, all ssn touring tires, MSRP $22,135,
VIN #39404559.  Incl. $1000 Oldsmobile loyalty reb.
if qual* & $750 Military reb. if qual*.

New 2003 Chevrolet

Impala Sedan

AS
LOW
AS

S A P P H I R E
SUGG. SALE -10% 

TWIN ea. pc. 560 $299 $269
FULL ea. pc. 690 $379 $341
QUEEN set 1600 $899 $809
KING set 2420 $1349 $1214

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623

Special Sale Hours: Monday - Friday 10-9; Saturday 10-5:30; Sunday 1-5

Now thru Memorial Day, May 31st.

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR.*

Factory Authorized Price Reduction.

What an incredible, once-a-year opportunity to purchase the world’s finest mattress! 
Unparalleled comfort and quality have been the hallmarks of every Shifman hand-tufted 

mattress since 1893. They’re entirely handmade in the USA, utilizing only the finest cotton 
felt upholstery. What’s more, each boxspring is 8-way hand-tied with fine Italian twine. 

So, don’t let this limited time offer catch you napping. 

Save 35%-50% 
Plus an additional 10%

on closeout covers only

B A N C R O F T
SUGG. SALE -10% 

TWIN ea. pc. 240 $119 $99
FULL ea. pc. 360 $189 $170

C R Y S T A L
SUGG. SALE -10% 

TWIN ea. pc. 350 $189 $170
FULL ea. pc. 470 $249 $224
QUEEN set 1120 $599 $539
KING set 1630 $899 $809

S A V O Y
SUGG. SALE -10% 

TWIN ea. pc. 890 $479 $431
FULL ea. pc. 1070 $579 $521
QUEEN set 2410 $1299 $1169
KING set 3380 $1829 $1646

LAST
5

DAYS

*On Our Entire Shifman Collection
Savings Off Manufacturers Sugg. Retail

P.E.O. Chapter U Holds
Installation of Officers

WESTFIELD – Philoanthropic and
Educational Organization (P.E.O.)
Chapter U of Westfield recently held
its annual election of officers at the
home of Cindy McCracken in Warren.

Jane Tyson of Berkeley Heights, a
Chapter U member and past State
President, installed the officers on
March 3.

They include: President, Lee
Mumford; Vice President, Marge
McCornack; Treasurer, Kathy
Storcks, and Recording Secretary,
Lois Patchett, all of Westfield; Cor-
responding Secretary, Midge Hogan
of Warren; Chaplain, Estelle
McKittrick of Edison, and Guard,
Sue Miller of Basking Ridge.

Three days later, Mrs. McCracken,
Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Tyson, Mrs.
Storcks, Mrs. McCornack, Mrs.
Hogan and Linda Boor participated
in a reciprocity meeting at the Com-
munity Congregation Church in Short

Hills. New Jersey State President
Jean Wadsworth of Basking Ridge
presided at the event.

In other news, Chapter U members
celebrated their group’s 54th anni-
versary by visiting the Hunterdon
Hills Playhouse on April 21.

A philanthropic and educational
organization dedicated to promoting
educational opportunities for women,
P.E.O. owns and supports Cottey
College, a two-year college for
women in Missouri.

The P.E.O. Sisterhood provides In-
ternational Peace Scholarships for
foreign graduate students to study in
the United States or Canada, and loans
for women who need assistance for
education beyond high school.

It also offers grants to women in the
United States and Canada who need to
resume their educational studies later in
life and awards to select graduate stu-
dents in the United States and Canada.
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DEATH NOTICE
Helen G. Kraft, 83, Worked at CSH;
Volunteered In Various Capacities

Ruth J. Eck

DEATH NOTICE
Ruth J. Eck, Active In Theater Guild;

Was Stephen Minister and Deacon

Kathryn Prior

DEATH NOTICE
Kathryn Prior, 89, Enjoyed Family;
Avid Traveler and Lifelong Learner

Ruth Jane Mullen Eck died on
Monday, May 17, at Westfield Cen-
ter-Genesis ElderCare in Westfield.

Born in Perth Amboy,
she was a graduate of
Battin High School in
Elizabeth. She lived in
Scotch Plains and Manila,
Philippines, for the past
51 years.

Mrs. Eck worked as a
makeup artist and set and
costume designer with the
Manila Theater Guild for
20 years.

She was a member of the Metuchen
Presbyterian Church, where she had
previously served as a Stephen Min-
ister and Deacon. Additionally, she
was a member of Lodge Linne No.
429 Vassa Organization of America
in Mount Vernon.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Warren F. Eck, in 1991.

Surviving are two sons, Robert
Christian “Chris” Eck of Scotch
Plains and Warren T. “Chip” Eck of

Greenville, N.C.; a daugh-
ter, Karen J. Hugo of Lititz,
Pa.; five grandchildren,
Kristine Humphries,
Rachel Roberts, Michael
Eck, Kathryn Eck and
Lauren Taylor Eck, and
one great-granddaughter,
Shannah Roberts.

A memorial service will
be held at 2 p.m. on Sun-
day, June 6, at The Presby-

terian Church in Westfield.
Arrangements are by the Memo-

rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the American Cancer
Society, P.O. Box 815, Elizabeth
07207.

May 27, 2004

Kathryn Lytle Prior, 89, of
Fanwood and Scottsdale, Ariz. died
in Thomasville, N.C. while visiting
one of her children, on Thursday,
May 13, following a brief illness.

The daughter of Lafayette D. and
Ethel S. Lytle, she was born June 16,
1914 in St. Louis, Mo. As a teenager,
she moved to Scarsdale, N.Y. She was
a graduate of Scarsdale High School
and attended Barnard College.

She married Donald L. Prior on
August 4, 1934, and the couple moved
to New Jersey in 1940. While raising
their four children, Kathryn was ac-
tive with the Washington Rock Girl
Scout Council, the Literacy
Volunteers of America,
Children’s Specialized
Hospital, Operation Cross-
roads Africa, and the Mon-
day Afternoon Club.

She was an elder in the
Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, and for about 10
years she worked in the
administrative office of
Runnells Hospital.

An avid traveler, she
loved her family and friends. She
enjoyed frequent visits with her chil-
dren, grandchildren and great-grand-
children in many parts of the coun-
try. A lifelong learner, she traveled in
later years to Central America, Ha-
waii, Alaska, Australia, Indonesia,
and various sites in Canada. She

loved the ocean, especially the New
Jersey shore, and she loved cruises.
A lover of good times, she sang with
her family members in her last days.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Donald Prior; her sister, Italine
“Torchy” Albertson, and a grand-
daughter, Carol Becker Castino.

She is survived by her children,
Patricia Becker of Fanwood and
Scottsdale, Ariz., Audrey Mike Parker
of Lexington, N.C., Peggy Wolfe
Dunn of Berwick, Me., and Thomas
Prior of St. Augustine, Fla.; 23 grand-
children, and 41 great-grandchildren.

Arrangements were handled by
J.C. Green & Sons Fu-
neral Home in
Thomasville, N.C. and
the Memorial Funeral
Home in Fanwood.

A memorial service will
be held at 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, July 3, at Greenwood
Cemetery in Brielle.

Memorial donations
may be made to the
Thomasville Medical Cen-
ter Foundation, 207 Old

Lexington Road, Thomasville, N.C.
27360 or the Castino Children Trust
Fund, in care of Kathryn Becker, 321
Walnut Street, No. 267, Newtonville,
Mass. 02460 or the Fanwood Presby-
terian Church, 74 Martine Avenue,
South, Fanwood 07023.

May 27, 2004

James J. Buccola

James J. Buccola, 85, Army Veteran;
Had Owned Westfield Realty Service

Helen G. Kraft, 83, formerly of
Westfield, died on Monday, May 17, at
her home in Winchester Gardens in
Maplewood.

Born in Chicago, she had lived in
Westfield for 30 years before moving
to Leisure Village West in Manchester.
She relocated to Maplewood in 2002.

Mrs. Kraft, a graduate of Berkeley
Business College, had been employed
with the Hazeltine Electronics Corpo-
ration from 1939 to 1945. In later
years, she worked as an administrative
assistant at Children’s Specialized
Hospital in Mountainside.

She was a volunteer for Reach for
Recovery, Caritas and the Deborah
Heart and Lung Hospital in
Brownsville. Additionally, Mrs. Kraft
was a past member of the Leisure
Village West Golf Club and several
bridge clubs.

Surviving is her husband of 60 years,

William K. Kraft, Jr.; a daughter, Mar-
garet Cherep of West Orange; two sons,
Kim Kraft of Scotch Plains and Peter A.
Kraft of Fishers, Ind.; a brother, Dou-
glas Graves of New Bern, N.C.; a sister,
Janet Poudevigne of Dallas, Tex.; seven
grandchildren; 15 nieces and nephews,
and 30 great nieces and nephews.

A memorial Mass was offered on
Saturday, May 22, at St. Helen’s Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue
in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
either to the Center For Hope Hospice,
176 Hussa Street, Linden 07036 or the
American Cancer Society, 507
Westminster Avenue, Elizabeth 07208.

May 27, 2004

James J. Buccola, 85, of Westfield
died on Wednesday, May 12, at
ManorCare Health Services in
Mountainside.

Born in New York City, he lived in
Westfield for the past 60
years.

Mr. Buccola had owned
Westfield Realty Service,
a real estate and insur-
ance agency in Westfield,
for 50 years before retir-
ing in 1992.

He was a member of
the Westfield Senior Citi-
zens, as well as the Civic
Club and the Exchange
Club, both of Westfield.

Mr. Buccola served as both Secre-
tary and Treasurer of the Westfield
Board of Realtors. He was also an
usher at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield.

He was a United States Army vet-
eran of World War II.

He was predeceased by his wife,

Josephine (Locognito) Buccola, and
by a brother, Bernardo Buccola.

Mr. Buccola is survived by a daugh-
ter, Mary Ann Buccola, and John
Nieroda, of Westfield; a son, Michael

C. Buccola and his wife,
Susan, of Scotch Plains; two
grandchildren, Michelle
and James Buccola; a
brother, Dominick Buccola
of East Quogue, N.Y. and a
sister, Rosemary Martino
of Merrick, N.Y.

A Funeral Mass was of-
fered at the Holy Trinity
Church on Saturday, May
15, following the funeral
from the Higgins and

Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home in
Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Contributions in his memory to
the American Cancer Society Union
County Unit, P.O. Box 815, Eliza-
beth 07207 would be appreciated.

May 27, 2004

DEATH NOTICE
Luise Miller, 98

Luise Miller, 98, of Westfield died
on Friday, May 14, at the Cedar Oaks
Care Center in South Plainfield.

Mrs. Miller was born in Manheim-
Neckarou, Germany. She moved to
the United States in the early 1930s
and settled in New York City, where
she worked as a skilled dressmaker
for Bergdorf Goodman and several
boutiques.

She also was a volunteer at
Children’s Specialized Hospital for
many years.

She was married to her beloved
husband, Roy, for 28 years prior to
his death in 1984.

She is survived by Roy Miller’s
daughter, Barbara Brajkovich of Cali-
fornia; a granddaughter, Conda
Wuerthner; another granddaughter,
Trina Hole, and her husband, Ted,
and great-granddaughters Amy
Valencia, Trish and Dianna Hole, all
of California.

She is also survived by a niece,
Kathe Mader of Edmonton, Alberta,
Canada, and Kathe’s children, Karl-
Heinz and Monica, and their four
children; Roy Miller’s nephew, Tho-
mas Miller, his wife, Claudia, and
their son, Kevin Miller, and daugh-
ter, Karen Rizzo, and her husband,
Mike; a niece, Carolyn Bortz; her
husband, Richard, and their children,
Christopher and Stacey.

A memorial service was held on
Tuesday, May 25, at the Gray Fu-
neral Home, located at 318 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests donations be made to Children’s
Specialized Hospital, 150 New Provi-
dence Road, Mountainside 07092.

May 27, 2004

Rose Perina, 78
Rose Rocco Perina, 78, of Garwood

died on Saturday, May 22, at Union
Hospital in Union.

Born in Westfield, she lived in
Garwood for the last 57 years.

Mrs. Perina was a member of the
Garwood Senior Citizens Club.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, John Perina, last September.

Surviving are a son, John Perina;
two daughters, Joyce Coppola and
MaryAnne Parkhurst; six grandchil-
dren and a great-grandchild.

A Mass of Christian Burial was of-
fered yesterday, Wednesday, May 26,
at St. Anne’s Roman Catholic Church
in Garwood. Entombment took place
at St. Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Funeral Home,
218 North Avenue, Cranford 07016.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Garwood First Aid Squad, 403
South Avenue, Garwood 07027.

May 27, 2004

Pauline E. Goodwin, 93
Pauline Elizabeth Goodwin, 93, of

Bernardsville died on Friday, May
14, at the Francis Parker Memorial
Home in Piscataway.

Born in Elk City, Kan. on Decem-
ber 19, 1910, she was the daughter of
George Franklin and Carrie Lyle
Kingston Dancer. She had lived in
Westfield for 42 years and then in
Wapakoneta, Ohio for 12 years be-
fore moving to Bernardsville in 1998.

Mrs. Goodwin was a 47-year mem-
ber of the Westfield Chapter of the
National Society of Daughters of the
American Revolution. She also was a
life member of Eva Chapter No. 18 of
the Order of the Eastern Star in Inde-
pendence, Kan.

She was a member of the First
United Methodist Church of Westfield
and then of Wapakoneta, Ohio.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band of almost 60 years, Fred E.
Goodwin; a son, John F. Goodwin; a
brother, Frank Dancer, and a sister,
Irene Miller.

Surviving are a son, James F.
Goodwin, and his wife, Rosalie, of
Bernardsville; a brother, Don Dancer
of Independence, Kan.; a sister, Joan
Hoyer of Springfield, Mo.; five grand-
children and one great-grandchild.

Arrangements were handled by the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood.

May 27, 2004

Walter E. Hampton, Sr., 96, Was CPA;
Church Elder and Old Guard Member
Walter E. Hampton, Sr., 96, of

Catonsville, Md. died on Sunday,
May 23, at the Charlestown Retire-
ment Community in Catonsville.

Born in Kingston, N.Y., he had lived
in Fanwood from 1951 until 2000, when
he and his wife moved to Catonsville.

A graduate of Rider College, Mr.
Hampton was a Certified Public Ac-
countant. He had been employed with
the United States Rubber Company
in New York City, now Uniroyal, for
40 years before retiring in 1972.

He was a member and elder of the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church and also
belonged to the Old Guard of Westfield.

He was predeceased by his daugh-
ter, Carol L. Keller, in 1992.

Surviving is his wife, Elizabeth E.
Bayne Hampton; a son, Walter E.
Hampton, Jr. of Arnold, Md., and
two grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
12:30 p.m. on Saturday, May 29, at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church.

Arrangements are by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, 74 Martine
Avenue, South, Fanwood 07023.

May 27, 2004

DEATH NOTICE
Mary Goldstein Kroloff, Educator;

Member of Sisterhood at Temple
Mary Goldstein Kroloff of

Westfield died on Tuesday, May 25,
at Westfield Center-Genesis
ElderCare in Westfield.

Born in Atlanta, Ga., she had re-
sided in Chicago, Ill., Atlanta and
Washington, D.C. for 46 years be-
fore moving to Westfield in 1997.

Mrs. Kroloff attended the Univer-
sity of Georgia and the University of
Alabama, and graduated from the
University of Illinois with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Education.

She was an elementary school teacher
in East Chicago, Ind. from 1929 to 1933.

She was a member of the Sister-
hood of Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield and B’nai B’rith Women
of Washington, D.C., and of Sigma
Delta Tau Sorority at the University
of Illinois, the University of Georgia

and the University of Alabama.
Mrs. Kroloff was the beloved wife

of the late Max N. Kroloff.
She was the devoted mother of Rabbi

Charles Kroloff and Carol Goldstein;
dear mother-in-law of Terry Kroloff
and Joel Goldstein; loving grandmother
of Micah, Noah, Sarah, Mark and
Marcia, and adored great-grandmother
of Adam, Arielle, Jonathan, Andrew,
Gabriel, Aaron and Lilly.

Funeral services will be at 10:30
a.m. today, Thursday, May 27, at
Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield. Interment will be
at 11:30 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, May
28, at King David Memorial Gar-
dens in Falls Church, Va.

Arrangements are by Menorah
Chapels at Millburn.

May 27, 2004

Lincoln Crisson, 83, Exxon Analyst;
Was Decorated Veteran and Mason

Lincoln T. Crisson, 83, of Bristol
Glen, Newton died on Wednesday, May
19, at Newton Memorial Hospital.

Born in New York City, the son of the
late Lincoln and Mathilda Johnson
Crisson, he grew up in Elizabeth and
had also resided in Roselle Park. He had
lived in Westfield for 49 years prior to
moving into Bristol Glen in 2001.

Mr. Crisson graduated in 1938 from
Jefferson High School in Elizabeth and
later earned an Associate’s degree from
Union Junior College in Cranford.

A United States Army veteran of
World War II, he was discharged in
1946 and received a Purple Heart for
injuries sustained during the “Push
for Cologne D + 4.”

After the war, he began working for
Exxon, formerly ESSO Research and
Engineering, in Linden. He retired in
1981 as a senior analyst after 42 years
of service.

Mr. Crisson was a member of the
Newton United Methodist Church and
a very active Mason throughout New
Jersey. He was a dual member of the
Harmony Lodge Free and Accepted
Masons No. 8 of Newton and the
Atlas Pythagoras Lodge F&AM No.
10 of Westfield.

He also was a Royal Arch Mason
with Corinthian Chapter No. 57 of
Westfield, as well as Baldwin Chapter
No. 17 of Newton. Mr. Crisson was
active in the Trinity No. 017 Knights
Templar, the Adoniram Council No.
9, the Knight of Mecca Crescent
Shriners A.A.O.N.M.S. of Burlington,
and the Lodge Council Chapter
Consistory Scottish Rite in the Valley
of Central Jersey.

Mr. Crisson also was a member of the
Royal Order of Scotland, the Hudson
Valley Council No. 58, the Haggai Lodge
of Mark Masters Masons, the Tall Ce-
dars of Lebanon, the Grand Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons of Ohio, and the
Atlas Chapter No. 99 Order of the East-
ern Star of New Jersey.

Surviving are his wife of 53 years,
Norma A. Dickinson Crisson; a son,
George Lincoln Crisson of Scotch
Plains; a daughter, Margaret S. Melvin

of Chatham, and two grandchildren.
Memorial Funeral services will be

held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, June 5, at
Bristol Glen Town Hall, 202 Bristol
Glen Drive in Newton. Interment ser-
vices will be at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday,
June 6, at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield Memorial Garden,
One East Broad Street in Westfield.
Masonic services will follow at 2:30
p.m. in the Masonic Temple of Westfield,
1011 Central Avenue in Westfield.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Iliff-Ruggiero Funeral
Home in Newton.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the United
Methodist Homes of New Jersey, P.O.
Box 667, Neptune 07754.

May 27, 2004

DEATH NOTICE
Nathan W. James, 88
Nathan W. James, 88, of

Mountainside died on Wednesday,
May 19, at his residence at Brighton
Gardens in Mountainside.

Born in Plainfield, he had lived in
Westfield for 46 years before moving
to Mountainside seven years ago.

Mr. James had been Director of
Public Relations for the Central Rail-
road of New Jersey during his 35-year
career with the company.

He also was a volunteer with
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside.

He was predeceased by his sister,
Annette James Nichols.

Surviving are a son, John W. James,
and his wife, Loretta, of Madison,
Conn., and four grandchildren, John
W., Jr., Laurissa, Corinne and Randy
James, all of New York.

A funeral service was held on Sat-
urday, May 22, at the Bradley, Smith
& Smith Funeral Home in Spring-
field. Interment followed at St.
Stephen’s Cemetery in Millburn.

Memorial donations may be made
to Children’s Specialized Hospital,
150 New Providence Road,
Mountainside 07092-2590.

May 27, 2004

More Obituaries
on Page 18

Edna Vogel, 90
Edna Kass Vogel, 90, of Chatta-

nooga, Tenn. died on Saturday, May
22, in the St. Barnabas Nursing Home
in Chattanooga.

Born in Austria, she had lived in
Springfield for 50 years before mov-
ing to Chattanooga a year ago.

Mrs. Vogel had assisted her late
husband, Dr. Nathan Vogel, in his
Springfield medical practice for 20
years prior to retiring in 1969.

She was a member of B’nai B’rith
and the Union County Chapter of the
Organization of Rehabilitation
through Training, both in Springfield.

She was predeceased by two broth-
ers, Sol Kass and Leo Kass.

Surviving is a son, Stanley R. Vogel
of Tennessee; a daughter, Joan Biedell
of Scotch Plains; a sister, Lilly Masse;
a brother, Eugene Kass; five grand-
children, Wayne, Jeremy and Jill Vogel,
Jeffrey and Lauren Biedell; a great-
grandchild, Alexis Vogel, and numer-
ous nieces, nephews and friends.

A graveside service was held on
Tuesday, May 25, at the King
Solomon Cemetery in Clifton.

Arrangements were by the Menorah
Chapels at Millburn in Union.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Alzheimer’s Association.

May 27, 2004

DEATH NOTICE



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, May 27, 2004 Page 9

Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought

Dylan Wallace of Westfield
Wins Wallenberg Award

WALLENBERG WINNER…Dylan Wallace, an eighth grader at Edison Inter-
mediate School in Westfield, earned the Wallenberg Foundation Award. Dylan
is pictured with Joan Stein, whose parents were rescued by Wallenberg and,
who wrote an award-winning documentary film about her parents’ survival.

WESTFIELD — Dylan Wallace,
an eighth grader at Edison Interme-
diate School in Westfield, is the re-
cipient of the Wallenberg Honors
2004, named to honor Raoul
Wallenberg whose efforts are cred-
ited with rescuing 100,000 Jews from
concentration camps during World
War II.

The Wallenberg Foundation of
New Jersey presented the award to
Dylan on May 6.

Thousands of applications for the
award were narrowed down to a few
dozen finalists. She was selected from
both Union and Hudson County
middle school finalists for exempli-
fying “in word and action the cour-
age and compassion of Raoul
Wallenberg.”

For two and one-half months,
Dylan collected new and used shoes
for needy families in the Dominican
Republic. Her dentist, Dr. Phillip
Graye, who volunteers his time to
provide dental treatment to children
in third world countries, inspired her.

He told her how he had witnessed
a little girl trying to fit her foot into
a pair of shoes that were entirely too
small. Dylan had visited the Domini-
can Republic with her family and
remembered seeing the poverty level
of so many residents.

Dylan began her project by post-
ing signs and collecting shoes in her
school and local community. She
sorted through them in her garage,
then boxed and delivered them to
Robert Wood Johnson Hospital. A
resort owner who heard of her efforts
paid for shipping.

Thanks to Dylan, over 500 pairs of
shoes are now in the Dominican Re-
public, and hopefully that little Is-
land girl found one to fit her size.

Dylan said she “was surprised by
the award,” and only wanted to “help
those in other countries who need so
much.”

The Wallenberg Honors Program
recognizes middle and high school
students who “stand apart from oth-
ers through his/her demonstration on
a consistent basis of the concept of
‘the power of one,’ the idea that one
individual can take the opportunity
for positive action in his/her daily
experiences. . . and to perform ac-
tions demonstrating a commitment
to the principles of courage and com-
passion.”

The Wallenberg Foundation pre-
sented Dylan with a trophy and a
plaque. She also received a short
documentary film produced by Joan
Stein, whose parents were rescued
by Raoul Wallenberg. Dylan gifted
the film to the Edison Intermediate
School library.

Edison Principal Cheryl O’Brien
described Dylan as “an extraordinary
young lady, who is very creative.”

“She turns her creativity into find-
ing new ways of reaching out to
others and doing what she can to
make their lives brighter,” said Prin-
cipal O’Brien. “If the question for
each of us is, ‘Do your actions some-
how make the world better’? Dylan
is one person for whom the answer is
a resounding yes.”

Dylan is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Beth Wallace.

Grandparents Day Marked
At Jefferson Elementary

SPECIAL VISITORS…Fifth grade students from Jefferson Elementary
School in Westfield demonstrated their computer skills for their grandpar-
ents during the school’s first annual “Grandparents Day.”

WESTFIELD – The grandpar-
ents of fifth graders at Jefferson
Elementary School in Westfield
were invited to visit the school
during its first annual “Grandpar-
ents Day” celebration on May 7.

The grandparents explored the
classrooms and the students dem-
onstrated their computer skills,
shared writing assignments and
explained science projects.

Many comparisons were made
between the modern classroom en-

vironment and curriculum versus
the lessons learned by grandpar-
ents when they attended elemen-
tary school.

After experiencing the school’s
hands-on interactive activities, the
grandparents attended the fifth grade
Spring Concert, which was held for
all students and families on May 19.

This year’s theme included a
selection of songs from the 1950s,
all sung by the school’s Fifth Grade
Chorus.

Scholarship Recipients Told
By Musical Club of Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Scholarship
Awards Committee of the Musical
Club of Westfield has named 11
music students as the recipients of
the organization’s scholarship
awards, totaling $19,000 for the
2004-2005 academic year.

Six of the 11 pupils: Carl Baron,
Gabrielle Fazio, Laura Kavinski,
Stephanie Pearl, Jeanne Marie
Schwartz and Michael Sherry, are
new scholarship winners. Three re-
cipients are high school seniors, who
will major in music at the college
level, and two recipients are college
juniors already majoring in music.

The five remaining recipients,
David (Andy) Bhasin, Elizabeth
Grausso, Nerida Heller, Krista Joham
and Delsa Slaugh, are continuing their
musical studies and maintaining high
scholastic records as a requirement
for keeping their
scholarship sup-
port from the Mu-
sical Club.

A Westfield
resident, Carl is
the winner of the
first Helene Reiter
Frieland Scholar-
ship. He studies
cello with Marion
Feldman at the Manhattan School of
Music-Preparatory Division. He also
received the 2004 New Jersey
Governor’s Award in Arts Education.

In 2003, Carl was Principal Cellist
with the New Jersey All-State Or-
chestra and performed with the Na-
tional High School Honors Orches-
tra, conducted by Jose Serebrier. For
three years, Carl has been a member
of the New Jersey Youth Symphony,
where he has twice been awarded a
Bergen Scholarship in their annual
concerto competition.

Carl will major in cello perfor-
mance with Richard Aaron at the
Cleveland Institute of Music in Cleve-
land, Ohio in the fall.

Gabrielle, a Cranford resident, plans
to pursue a career in music education
with an emphasis on vocal perfor-
mance. As a soprano, she was se-

lected for both the
Central New Jersey
Regional Chorus
and the New Jersey
All-State Chorus.

An officer in the
Cranford High
School (CHS) Con-
cert Choir, Gabrielle
is also a cellist in the
CHS Orchestra. She

will attend the University of Michi-
gan in Ann Arbor, Mich. in the fall.

A Fanwood resident, Laura is a
junior at Catholic University of
America (CUA) in Washington, D.C.
She is majoring in vocal performance.

Laura has performed in three dif-
ferent vocal en-
sembles at CUA,
and was a soloist
in a performance
of Duruflé’s Re-
quiem at the Na-
tional Cathedral
in Washington,
D.C. She was also
a cast member in
Die Zauberflote,
and considered
for one of the lead roles. She has also
chaired props and served as stage
manager for several CUA produc-

tions.
Stephanie, a Cranford resident, will

begin her studies as
a vocal perfor-
mance major at
Wagner College in
Staten Island, N.Y.
in the fall.

Active in CHS
ensembles, includ-
ing the select Mad-
rigal Choir, she held
membership in the

New Jersey Regional and All-State
Choruses. She was Tri-M Music Honor
Society Vice President and Diversity
Club President. Cast in three CHS
m u s i c a l s ,
Stephanie por-
trayed Madame
Thenardier in Les
Misérables as a se-
nior.

Jeanne Marie, a
Scotch Plains resi-
dent, has just fin-
ished her fifth se-
mester at
Montclair State University in
Montclair. As a student of Sandra
Darling, she is pursuing a Bachelor of
Music degree in Vocal Performance.

In addition to presenting her junior
recital in February, she performed
portions of three roles in the Montclair
State Opera Workshop in April.

Jeanne Marie was also a cast mem-
ber in Il Trovatore with the Amato
Opera of New York City. She will
take a German language course this
summer in Vienna.

Michael, a Westfield resident, will
attend the American Musical and
Dramatic Acad-
emy in New York
City as a major in
musical theater
this fall.

Active in
Westfield High
School (WHS)
musicals during
all four of his high
school years, Michael held roles in
Children of Eden, 42nd Street, Pi-
rates of Penzance, and Evita.

He was a member of all WHS
select choirs, as well as the New
Jersey Regional Chorus. An Eagle
Scout, he has been a member of the
Westfield Fife and Drum Corps for
10 years, as well as the WHS March-
ing Band for four years.

Former Musical Club of Westfield
scholarship recipients will continue
to receive financial support for the
organization.

David, the Rachel Hylan Memo-
rial Scholar, will be a senior at New
York University, where he is major-
ing in violin performance.

Elizabeth will be a senior at
Vanderbilt University in Nashville,
Tenn., where she is majoring in flute
performance.

Nerida, a piano performance ma-
jor, will be a sophomore at Oberlin
College in Oberlin, Ohio.

Kristin, the Mary Jean Coffelt
Memorial Scholar, will be a senior
at the Cincinnati Conservatory of
Music with a major in French horn
performance.

Delsa, the Janet Grimler Gleason
Memorial Scholar, will be a sopho-
more at Brigham Young University
in Utah, majoring in music educa-
tion.

Carl Baron

Gabrielle Fazio

Jeanne Marie Schwartz

Laura Kavinski

Michael Sherry

Stephanie Pearl

PEER PARTNERSHIP…On May 13, over 200 peer leaders and their adult
mentors from 11 middle schools across New Jersey gathered at Edison Interme-
diate School in Westfield in the New Jersey Peer to Peer program called “Marches
On.” Pictured, above, are students from Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate
Schools. Students and adults were presented a program on understanding body
image. Following these programs, student leaders will reach out to their peers
over the course of the school year through interactive student-led workshops.

GL Students Capture Top
Honors in ‘TechXplore’ Fair
BERKELEY HEIGHTS — For the

fourth consecutive year, Governor
Livingston High School’s (GL) ex-
tracurricular science team, the Project
HomePage Team, took top honors in
a nationwide Internet-based science
fair, currently called “TechXplore.”

Each year, GL’s Project HomePage
team assembles to brainstorm a new
way in which technology can be used
to improve the world.

The students conduct Internet
searches throughout the year to see if
their idea could work and prepare a
series of web pages that explain their
proposal to the judges.

This year, the students’ project,
“Faraday’s Dream,” grapples with
the challenge of finding an alternate,
clean and renewable energy source,
specifically generating electricity in
space using the earth’s magnetic field.

Their proposal, which can be

viewed at the Berkeley Heights Pub-
lic Schools website
(www.bhs.k12.nj.us), has again
earned the team top honors and a trip
to Washington, D.C. to receive their
award, on Tuesday, May 25.

This year’s team members,
coached by physics teacher, Dr.
Jennifer Martino, include
Chandrani Mondal, Jessica
Davison, Brian Wu, Lawrence Yau,
Albert Tsai,  Ian Vo, James
Muehlner, Pedro Neto, Craig Gorin,
Veena Venkatachalam, Rosalie Yan,
Molly Zhang, Andrew Gennaro,
Christopher Chan, Mark
Campasano, and Emily Kushner.

The team receives additional sup-
port from radiation expert John
Riley, formerly of Agere, who has
mentored this team for the past four
years, and Joseph Martino, GL sci-
ence teacher.
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BLUE DEVIL WOODS WINS POLE VAULT, RAIDER KOPNICKI WINS 3200M

Raider Boys Place 4th, Blue Devils 8th
In NJ Section 2, Group 3&4 Track Meet

By DAVID B. CORBIN & FRED
LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raider Brian Kopnicki and
Westfield High School Blue Devil
Mike Woods tuned up for their
NJSIAA Group tournaments by grab-
bing first in their respective events at
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
& 4 track meets in South Plainfield
on May 21-22. The Raider boys
placed fourth overall in Group 3 with

a total of 34 and the Blue Devil boys
finished eighth in Group 4 with 34
points. The Blue Devil girls finished
10th in Group 4 with 24 points and
the Raider girls finished tied for 12th
in Group 3 with 13 points.

Kopnicki ran two of the best races
of his career and had a running battle
with Phillipsburg’s Josh Davis in
both. First, in the 1600 meters,
Kopnicki put on a strong kick in the
final 200 meters and finished second
in a near photo-finish with a per-
sonal-best (PB) time of 4:17.52 –
four-and-a-half seconds better. Davis
also ran a PB at 4:17.26.

“My strategy was to stay behind
Davis and go with him as long as I
could, because he ran a 4:16 split in
the East Coast Relays,” said
Kopnicki, who credited his 800-meter
training. “I only ran a 4:21 before
that. It [training] not only gave me
strength but it gave me confidence in
my kick. Previous years, I didn’t
really have a kick, so I had to get a
lead in the beginning.”

Kopnicki turned the tables on Davis
in the 3,200 meters, finishing first in
a PB time of 9:32.39 – nearly nine
seconds better – while Davis crossed
in 9:41.17. Once again, Kopnicki’s
strong kick in the final lap made the
difference.

“I laid back, waited for Davis to
come up. We passed the pack and
then it was he and I for awhile,” said
Kopnicki. “In the last lap, I just
wanted to secure the lead and went
off a little earlier than last time be-
cause, in the mile, he out-kicked me.
The last time I went out with 200 left.
This time I went out 400, got away

from him, and he couldn’t go with
me.”

Kopnicki also had enough pop left
to finish fifth in the triple jump with
a distance of 41’3.25”.

Woods, who usually finishes sec-
ond to teammate Mike Gorski in the
pole vault, took top
honors in the event
with a clearance of
14 feet while
Gorski took sec-
ond at 13 feet.

Blue Devil Jeff
Perrella gave
B r i d g e w a t e r -
Raritan’s John
Guzman a run for
the roses, coming
on strong in the fi-
nal stretch of the
1600 meters, fin-
ishing second with
a time of 4:30.67
to Guzman’s
4:30.38.

“We went out
slow, so I knew I
had it in my legs to
kick that long,”
said Perrella. “He
got out too far in
front of me an I
couldn’t catch him
in the end.”

Perrella went on
to place second in
the 3200 meters
with a time of
9:44.74, less than a second behind
winner Mike Zecca of Bridgewater-
Raritan.

“In the last two or three laps, I

actually had a nice little combina-
tion of two songs going through my
head,” said Perrella. “I was singing
that to myself and trying to forget the
pain and that’s what you have to do.
I just held on and I’m pleased with
my performance.”

Raider Sean Smith qualified for
the Group 3 meet by finishing third
in the 400 intermediate hurdles with
a PB time of 56.62 and sixth in the
110 hurdles with a time of 15.59.

Initially not aware of his PB in the
400 hurdles, Smith said, “I was dis-
appointed when I finished third. I
was off in my steps a little bit in the
last couple of hurdles, but I didn’t
know I had a personal best.”

Raiders Tim Karis placed fifth in
the discus with a heave of 141’9”,
Iceberg Bryant took fifth in the long
jump with a distance of 20’7.75” and
Max Carow tied for fourth in the pole
vault with a height of 12 feet.

For the girls, Blue Devil Emily
MacNeil crossed second in the 800
meters with a time of 2:18.32 and
fourth in the 400 meters at 59.55.

“I was hoping to place in the top
six,” said McNeil of her 800. “I tried
to go hard and stay inside. The East

SCALFARO 3-HITS LIONS; MONTAGNA, WINNING RBI

Raiders Grab UC Title, Cage
Roselle Catholic Lions, 3-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior James Scalfaro (5-0) reigned
supreme on the mound and desig-
nated hitter Jared Montagna provided
the necessary clout to lead the fourth-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team to a 3-1 victory
over Roselle Catholic in the champi-
onship game of the Union County
Tournament (UCT) at Memorial
Field in Linden on May 22.

The Raiders have appeared in three
UCT title games and won all three –
the first in 1969 and the second in
1976 (both against Cranford). In the
1976 game, the Raiders won a 1-0,
11-inning pitchers’ duel featuring
Raider ace Ed Reilly and Cougar ace
Jim Carsey. The Raiders scored in
the top of the 11th when Reilly scored
from second base on a single by Billy
Flagg. Reserve centerfielder Mike
D’Annunzio preserved the victory

when he grabbed a single and fired to
catcher Rick Patten who put the tag
on Cougar base runner Mike
Forrestal.

Scalfaro, who had a bit of a shaky
start in the semifinals against New
Providence, was superb throughout,
allowing just three hits and walking
three while striking out five. Scalfaro
ran into trouble only in the fourth
inning when Lion Mike Lukko
banged a leadoff triple to center and
scored on a groundout to short by
Pete BonGiovanni.

Scalfaro, the game’s Most Valu-
able Player, said, “I felt good coming

KIM SMASHES 2-RUN GAME-WINNER

Blue Devil Nine Roll Past
Chiefs, 7-5, in Sectionals

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Solid pitching by Billy Hearon (4-
1), a Sam Kim clutch two-run homer
in the fifth and a impressive two-
inning relief performance by Mike
Streaman earned Westfield a 7-5 vic-
tory over Piscataway, in the
quarterfinals of the NJSIAA/PSEG
Group 3 tournament in Westfield on
May 21. Hearon recovered after a
tough five-run second inning, fin-
ished with four strikeouts and walked

five in five innings.
“Hearon, number one, is a great

competitor. He’s as tough as they
come and they didn’t name him,
‘All-skin, knee team,’ for nothing,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster. “He had an outstanding
game, had a big hit that tied the
game, then after coming out, instead
of sulking goes out to centerfield and
makes two of the greatest catches.”

The Blue Devils took a 2-0 lead in

SCHOTT, LAU, HOGARTH SCORE ONE GOAL EACH

Hilltoppers Whip Blue Devils
For UCT Boys Lax Title, 12-3

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A tight battle earlier in the season
between two top boys lacrosse teams
that carry lots of firepower was ex-
pected to be another close confronta-
tion. However, on May 18 at Tatlock
Field in Summit, the 14-3 Summit
boys lacrosse team broke a scoreless
first-quarter game wide open and
outgunned Westfield, 12-3, to cap-
ture the Union County Tournament
title.

Hilltopper netkeeper Rob
Schroeder made 11 saves and Blue
Devil goalkeeper Chris Zaffuto was
pummeled with 22 shots and made
11 saves, many of them spectacular.
Mike Dugan brandished the Blue
Devil net with four goals. Senior
attackmen Andrew Shott, Taylor
Hogarth and Brady Lau each rippled
the Hilltopper cage with one goal.

“Summit played one of their better
games today,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Gerry Benaquista. “They
moved the ball well. Defensively,
they played position and didn’t give
us too many opportunities. We didn’t
take the opportunities when we had
them. We hit some posts, we missed
some man-ups and we needed to
capitalize on certain situations. We
didn’t and that really got us behind.
In the first quarter, we won the first
face-off, came down and killed two
or three minutes, and that’s what we
needed to do. We got a shot or two
and held time of possession. We
played hard, beat them on ground
balls and that really showed how we
played.”

After the first quarter, the Blue
Devils’ offense sputtered while the

Hilltoppers caught the defense off-
guard and flicked in a goal with just
32 ticks off the clock then continued
domination to build a 3-0 lead.

“I believe I played well in the first
half by making some good saves in
close and from outside,” said Zaffuto.
“Holding Summit to 3-0 in the first

half showed it was a great effort on
our part.”

The Blue Devils had an opportu-
nity to seize control in the third quar-
ter when they earned a two-man ad-
vantage but could not score despite
several shots that bounced off the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A RUNNING BATTLE…Raider Brian Kopnicki, center, finished just
behind Phillipsburg’s Josh Davis, right, in the 1600 meters but came back to
beat him in the 3200 meters.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE EVENTUAL WINNING RUN…Raider Matt Powers dives back to first in
the fourth inning. Powers went on to score the eventual winning run.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

POURING IT ON…Blue Devil Emily MacNeil finished
second in the 800 meters  and fourth  in the 400 meters to
advance to the NJSIAA Group tournaments.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MIXING UP THE PITCHES…Blue Devil pitcher Billy Hearon had an impres-
sive outing in five-innings of battle. Hearon fanned four Chiefs, ripped an RBI
double to tie the game and made two great snags in centerfield.
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Westfield School Boosters Association Presents 37th Annual
Booster Club Awards to 18 High School Senior Athletes

The Westfield Boosters Association
(WBA) presented its 37th Annual “Stu-
dent Athlete” scholarships to 18 high
school senior athletes at the Westwood
in Garwood on May 19. The awards
were presented in honor and/or memory
of coaches, athletes and boosters.

Additionally, scholarships were do-
nated by Friends of Westfield Track;
Friends of Girls Lacrosse; Westfield Bas-
ketball Association; Taylor & Love Real-
tors; Mr. & Mrs. Terry Kelly; the Family
of Louis Kessler; the Family of Greta
Schoenemann; Friends of Tom Shields;
Friends and Family of Marge and Bob
Brewster; two scholarships in honor of
John Byrne, donated by the Byrne family;
and two in honor of Peter Houlihan, do-
nated by an anonymous booster.

Two new scholarships have been in-
troduced this year. The Alvin Pfeiffer
Memorial Scholarship and the Westfield
Baseball Association Scholarship.

A select scholarship committee judged
all candidates based on the information
received from the athletes themselves,
recommendations of coaches and
rankings from the guidance department.
Ed Tranchina, WHS Athletic Director
also reviewed the applications. Selec-
tion criteria consisted of: athletic
achievements, scholastic performance
and leadership qualities. The scholar-
ship committee was made up of booster
members: Rick Lessner, Myles Driscoll,
Jim Lau, Tom Tresnan and Booster Presi-
dent Leo Kane.

Wendy and Robert Schoenemann, the
parents of Greta, presented the Greta
Schoenemann Memorial Scholarship,
given by the Schoenemann family in

honor of their daugh-
ter, to be awarded
annually to a girls’
soccer player whom
it can best be said
“she was a great
teammate”. The re-
cipient, Laura
Shelman, daughter
of Rhonda and Perry
Shelman, has earned
seven varsity letters

in soccer and lacrosse. She was captain
of both sports and voted MVP in soccer.
Laura is a member of the National Honor
Society and is a peer leader at her syna-
gogue. She is a Hi’s Eye Advertising
Editor and has done volunteer work at

Overlook Hospital as well as a WSA
Youth Soccer referee. Laura will attend
Lafayette College.

Thom Hornish presented The Friends
of Westfield Track’s Walter Clarkson
Honorary Award to honor the renowned
coach of the Westfield cross country and

track teams. The re-
cipient Mikaela
Cruz, daughter of
Daisy Cruz, has
earned nine varsity
letters in spring
track, gymnastics
and indoor track.
She was a member
of the 4x200 relay
team that set a WHS
winter track record.

She was captain of the varsity spring
track team. Mika is a National Honor
Society (NHS) member, a NHS tutor and
is also a member of Any Town and the
Awareness Club. She will attend Rutgers
University.

Roger Love and his daughter Amanda
presented The Alumni Scholarship do-
nated by Taylor and Love Realtors. Mem-
bers of the Love family have partici-
pated in WHS varsity athletics for four
generations. The recipient Ashley Yarusi,

daughter of Joyce
and Wayne Yarusi,
earned four varsity
letters in field
hockey and lacrosse
and was voted cap-
tain in field hockey.
She is a National
Honor Society
member, a member
of the Spanish Club
and the Italian Club.

Ashley, a middle school advisor for her
church youth group and a volunteer for
Habitat for Humanity, will attend Mi-
ami University in Oxford Ohio.

Joe Freisen presented the Toni Bristol
Award in honor of Toni Bristol, a volun-
teer coach in lacrosse, girl’s soccer and
girl’s basketball. This recipient Kevin
Hobson, son of Tracy and Mark Hobson,
is a four-year letter winner in swimming
and was captain for this year’s state
championship team. He was First Team
All Area in the 400 freestyle and First
Team All County in the 400 freestyle
relay. He is a member of the National
Honor Society and French National

Honor Society. He
wrote a first-place
Model UN position
paper, played sec-
ond chair alto sax in
the WHS jazz band
and is an Eagle
Scout. Kevin volun-
teered for Habitat for
Humanity and will
continue his educa-

tion at Colby College.
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Kehler presented

the Gary Kehler Award in honor of
WHS’s Hall of Fame former Athletic
Director, Football, Wrestling and Golf
Coach. The recipient Lee Tomasso, son
of Linda and Anthony Ttomasso, earned
seven varsity letters in wrestling and
soccer, was captain in both sports and

was MVP in wres-
tling his senior year.
He had 88 career
wrestling wins, in-
cluding the district
championship his
junior and senior
year. He was First
Team All-Union
County his junior
and senior year in
soccer. Lee, a mem-

ber of the Italian Club as well as the
Young Republican voter program, will
attend Rider University.

Cathy McGarry presented the Peter
Houlihan Awards in honor of her father.
The awards were donated by an indi-
vidual booster member to a female and
male student to honor the late Peter
Houlihan, a past member of the boosters
and a tireless worker on behalf of the
youth of Westfield. He was especially

active in the
Westfield Soccer
Association. The fe-
male recipient
Caroline Sheridan,
daughter of Patricia
and Kevin Kenny,
earned five varsity
letters in soccer, in-
door track and spring
track. She was cap-
tain in spring track

and was the Watchung Conference jav-
elin champion her junior year. She is a
member of the National Honor Society,
a National Merit Scholarship competi-
tion commended scholar and a member
of the Asian Awareness Club. Caroline

will attend Wellsley
College.

The male recipi-
ent Brendan Egan,
son of Jane and Den-
nis Egan and brother
of newly appointed
girl’s soccer coach
Katie Egan, earned
six varsity letters in
soccer and spring

track and was captain in both sports. He
was MVP of his soccer team this year
and he was named First Team All County
in his junior and senior years. Brendan
won first in the 400 meters for the

Watchung Conference. He is a member
of the National Honor Society, a Hi’s
Eye Op/Ed Page Editor, Latin Club Sec-
retary and a Lector at Holy Trinity
Church. Brendan will attend Bowdoin
College.

Mary Jo Armstrong and Robert Byrne
presented the John Byrne Memorial
Scholarships in memory of their brother
John, a former WHS varsity athlete in
the late 70’s. The awards honor male and
female athletes who exhibit leadership,
determination, hustle, academic achieve-
ment, as well as school and community
involvement.

The female recipient Lauren Steller,
daughter of Candice
and Brian Steller,
ranked in the top 10
percent of her class
academically and
earned four varsity
letters in tennis. She
was captain and
MVP of her tennis
team this year. She
placed First Team
All County in sec-
ond doubles and was

a North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 state
finalist her senior year. She is a National
Honor Society member; a legal commit-
tee delegate to the Model UN, and mem-
ber of the Key Club and Spanish Club.
She will attend Boston College.

The male winner Ryan Bartholomew,
son of Dianne and Bruce Bartholomew,
was in the top 10 percent of his class
academically and earned four varsity
letters in swimming and participated in

lacrosse. He was
recognized as The
Star Ledger Swim-
mer of the Year and
Union County
Swimmer of the
Year. He was First
Team All Union
County in the 50
free, 200-medley
relay, and the 200
and 400 free relays.
He was the first

WHS winner at the Pirate Invitational in
10 years and won the county 50 free all
four of his years. He is a Hi’s Eye
Advertising Editor and will attend his
mother’s alma mater, Tulane Univer-
sity.

Marge and Bob Brewster, long-time
residents and parents of four former
WHS athletes, presented the award in

their name, which
has been provided by
their friends and
family members.
The recipient Tay-
lor Hogarth, son of
Betsy and Dick
Hogarth, earned
three varsity letters
in lacrosse while
also participating in
cross country, in-

door track and soccer. He was lacrosse
captain and was named Second Team
All Gibbs Conference his junior year.
He was selected for the Garden State
Team for the past three years and played
on the New Jersey Elite lacrosse team.
Taylor is a volunteer for the Young
Republicans Club and will attend
Susquehanna University.

The Louis Kessler family presented
the Louis Kessler Memorial Scholarship
in memory of Louis Kessler who was an
avid fan of Westfield athletics. He was
an All State athlete at Hillside High

School and later
went on to play foot-
ball, wrestling and
lacrosse at Temple
and West Chester
University. The re-
cipient Carolyn
Elizabeth Harbaugh,
daughter of Eliza-
beth and Mark
Harbaugh, ranked in
the top 10 percent of

her class academically and earned seven
varsity letters in cross country, swim-
ming and spring track. She was captain
of the cross-country team this year. She
is the current student council President,
and a special projects Editor of the Hi’s
Eye. Carolyn is Vice President of the
Young Republicans Club, director of the
variety show and a three-year member
of the Model UN. She was a delegate at
the Young Leaders Conference in Wash-
ington, DC as well as an intern in the
office of Senator Tom Kean, Jr. She will
attend Wake Forest University.

Bill Taylor presented the Westfield
Basketball Association (WBA) Award
on behalf of the WBA to a varsity bas-
ketball player who has demonstrated
good sportsmanship and leadership. The
recipient Melissa Rosen, daughter of
Robin and Steven Rosen, earned six
varsity letters in basketball, soccer and
spring track. She was captain and her
coaches recognized her with the WBA

Coaches Award this
year. Melissa re-
ceived the Jonathon
Marx Memorial
Award for dedica-
tion, achievement,
determination and
athletic recognition
at the Kutsher’s
Sports Academy.
She is a peer leader
at Temple Emanu-

el and will attend the University of Mas-
sachusetts.

Lois Healy presented the Friends of
Girls Lacrosse Award, to recognize a
girl’s lacrosse athlete who promotes the
sport through her leadership, sportsman-
ship and scholarship. The winner Kate
Albino, daughter of Ellen and Robert
Albino, was ranked in the top 10 percent
of her class academically and earned
four varsity letters in lacrosse and soccer
while also participating in indoor track.
She was captain of the lacrosse team and
MVP of her soccer team this year. She is

a member of the Na-
tional Honor Soci-
ety, the National
Spanish Honor So-
ciety, and was a
UNICO Columbus
Day essay contest
winner. She is a fea-
tures Editor for the
Hi’s Eye and a Peer
Minister at St.
Helen’s Church.

Kate is a counselor at Sister Pat’s Cancer
Camp and volunteers at Overlook Hos-
pital, Habitat for Humanity, and Sister
Mary’s Soup Kitchen. She will attend
Loyola College in Maryland.

Jim Nicoll presented the Jim Nicoll
Scholarship Award, established by the
Friends of Westfield Track to honor Jim,
who has served as the financial secretary
of their organization. The award honors
a student athlete who has been commit-
ted to the cross country and track and
field programs and the community of
Westfield. The recipient Irina
Sheremetyeva, daughter of Valery and
Farida Sheremetyeva, earned five var-
sity letters in cross country, indoor track
and spring track. She was captain of the
NJSIAA Sectional Championship cross-
country team this year. She is a member

of the National
Honor Society, and
was nominated for
the National Young
Leader’s Confer-
ence. Irina is listed
in the Who’s Who
among American
High School stu-
dents and is the re-
cipient of a Certifi-

cate of Merit from the American Asso-
ciation of Teachers of German. Irina is a
Red Cross volunteer and is Secretary of
the International German Club. She will
attend Rutgers University.

The Pfeiffer family presented the First
Alvin Pfeiffer Memorial Scholarship,
honoring their father, a former Westfield
Booster who played WHS sports and
was a life-long Westfield resident. His
award recognized a senior student ath-

lete who is a hardworking team player.
The recipient Danielle Coleman,

daughter of Linda and Hugh Coleman,
earned six varsity letters in softball and
tennis and was voted captain and MVP

of her tennis team
this year. She was
selected First Team
All Conference in
tennis this year and
Third Team All Con-
ference in softball
her junior year.
Danielle is a mem-
ber of the National
Honor Society, was
the YMCA Youth of
the Year in 2002 and

a Governor’s School Public Policy final-
ist. She is a Model UN board member,
Vice President of the Youth and Govern-
ment Club and a member of the Latin
Club. Danielle will attend Connecticut
College.

Frank Fusaro, president of the
Westfield Baseball Association, pre-
sented the First Annual WBA Award for
a senior high school baseball student
athlete who recognizes his leadership
and sportsmanship in representing his
school and his town. The recipient Bart

Walsh, son of Joanne
and Jack Walsh,
earned five varsity
letters in baseball
and football while
also participating in
basketball and in-
door track. He led
the football team in
rushing his junior
year and was cap-

tain of his WBA basketball team. Bart is
a member of the Spanish Club and vol-
unteered his time as a Youth Minister at
St. Helen’s and umpiring for the WBA
youth leagues. He will attend Dickinson
College.

John Bennett, President Elect of the
Boosters, presented the Executive Com-
mittee Award, on behalf of the 50 active

Boosters members,
to a student athlete
whose hard work,
dedication and lead-
ership are indicative
of what high school
athletes represent.

The recipient
Eadoin Quinn,
daughter of Maria
and Tom Quinn,
earned 10 varsity
letters in cross coun-

try, basketball, indoor track and spring
track. She was captain in all three sports
this year as well as MVP in cross country
and indoor track. Deenie is a member of
the state championship 4x800-meter re-
lay team that set a WHS record. She is a
National Honor Society member, Secre-
tary of the Young Democrats Club and a
peer facilitator of the transition project,
and a peer leader at Holy Trinity Church.
She will attend McGill University in
Montreal.

Tom Madaras presented the
President’s Award given in the name of
the top Booster executive committee
chairperson to an outstanding senior ath-
lete who exemplifies leadership, charac-
ter, good sportsmanship and the spirit of
Westfield athletics. The recipient Brian
Daniel Mahoney, son of Muffy and Brian
Mahoney, is ranked in the top 10 percent
of his class academically and earned six
varsity letters in soccer, lacrosse and

winter track. He is
President of the Na-
tional Honor Soci-
ety and shared presi-
dent of the Latin
Club. Daniel partici-
pated in the
Panasonic Pan
Everest competi-
tion, received
Maxima Cum Laude
for the National

Latin Exam Level 3 and taught CCD
classes to seventh and eighth graders
preparing for their confirmation. He is a
Blaustein Scholarship recipient and will
attend the University of Pennsylvania.

Laura Shelman

Deenie Quinn

Bart Walsh

Danielle Coleman

Brian Mahoney

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: WAYNE JOHN POROPAT A/
K/A WAYNE J. POROPAT, Deceased

Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,
Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 21ST day of MAY, A.D. 2004, upon the
application of the undersigned, as EXECU-
TORS of the estate of said deceased, notice
is hereby given to the creditors of said
deceased to exhibit to the subscriber under
oath or affirmation their claims and de-
mands against the estate of said deceased
within six months from the date of said
order.

BARBARA POROPAT
ADMINISTRATOR

ATTORNEYS
KILCOMMONS, SHANAHAN &
MARTINI
1332 ROUTE 31 NORTH
ANNANDALE, NEW JERSEY 08801
1 T - 5/27/04, The Times Fee: $19.89

Irena Sheremetyeva

Lee Tomasso

Ashley Yarusi

Caroline Sheridan

Lauren Steller

Ryan Bartholomew

Brendan Egan

Taylor Hogarth

Elizabeth Harbaugh

Melissa Rosen

Kate Albino

Mika Cruz

Kevin Hobson

WESTFIELD—Charming 3+ bedroom Colonial of-
fering a floor plan ideal for home office, au pair or
in-law suite. Fireplace, wood floors, 2 full baths,
screened porch, new central air, new rec. room…
Extra deep property (270 ft.) close to town, train
and schools.

Presented for $545,000

For additional information or a private tour, please call:

600 NORTH AVENUE WEST WESTFIELD, NJ 908-233-0065
Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

Susan Dinan
Sal es Associate

Direct Dial: (908) 518-5286
Susan-dinan@burgdorff.com
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GELMETTI FIRES 3-HITTER, FANS 7

Blue Devils Blank Bees
In Softball Sections, 3-0

KASKIW MAKES DIVING SNAG IN CF

W. Morris S’ballers Stop
Raiders, 5-3, in Sections

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fielding miscues in the early in-
nings cost the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School softball team advance-
ment to the quarterfinals of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tourna-
ment when West Morris took those
mistakes and combined them with a
few long balls to grab a 5-3 victory in
Scotch Plains on May 20. Early on,
the Raiders found themselves on the
wrong side of momentum when they
committed four errors in the first
three innings, which resulted in four
unearned runs.

West Morris Highlander senior
Casey Steffan became a one-person
wrecking crew at the plate, going 3-
for-4, with a triple, a solo home run
and three runs scored. The only time
she made an out came in the seventh
inning when she blasted a shot to deep
right field and Raider Jamee Easley
made a fabulous running catch.

“She steps on the field. There’s
confidence there, the way she picks
up grounders and she hits,” said
Raider Head Coach Kelli Covert of
Steffan.

The Raiders matched the High-
landers in hits with six. Taylor
Cianciotta, Shanayia Willis and
Lauren Benovengo each had a hit
and a run scored while Elaine Piniat,
Kelli Kaskiw and Easley each had a
single and an RBI.

Although recording no strikeouts,
Raider pitcher Piniat allowed no
walks and only one earned run. High-
lander pitcher Leah Granat recorded
three strikeouts, walked one and had
two earned runs.

In the top of the first inning, Steffan
ripped a two-out triple to leftfield
and scored on the next play on a
throwing error to first base. Raider
third baseman Lauren Mains pre-
vented further scoring with a diving

catch of a fly.
“Lauren is a great player and she’s

a freshman. She played football with
the boys, baseball with the boys. You
know she’s going to do it every time,”
said Covert.

In the third, Highlander Jen Peach
reached first on another throwing
error and Steffan looped a single into
shallow right. Kaitlyn Reti reached
first safely on a unsuccessful fielder’s
choice attempt to nail Peach at the
plate. Next, Steffan scored on a passed
ball. After two successful bunt
singles, Granat lofted a fly to shal-
low center. Raider centerfielder
Kaskiw ran in and made a brilliant
diving grab for the out, limiting
Granat to just an RBI sacrifice fly
and preventing further runs.

“Kelli will do anything she has to
do to get to the ball,” said Covert. “I
have every confidence that she is
going to get there. If she doesn’t,
Jamee Easley has wheels too and I
know she is going to back her up.”

The Raiders’ first scoring opportu-
nity came up short in the fourth when
Kaskiw, on third, attempted to swipe
home on a passed ball but was nabbed
at the plate. Two Raiders managed to
score in the fifth inning. Willis
slapped a single to center and
Benovengo reached on an error.
Easley and Kaskiw each tapped an
RBI single.

In the fifth, Cianciotta poked a
single to right, Benovengo singled
and Piniat followed with an RBI
single, making the score 5-3.

“We have to jump on them right in
the beginning, get those runs and
hold onto them. When we have done
that, we won,” said Covert. “Today,
we got right back into it after giving
up those errors. There’s great poten-
tial here!”
West Morris 103 010 0 5
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 021 0 3

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School soft-
ball team tuned up with a 3-0 win
over visiting Bayonne in the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4,
quarterfinals on May 20. Pitcher
Lauren Gelmetti baffled the Bees
with her fastball and turned in a solid
three-hit performance, fanning seven
and walking one.

“Gelmetti looked very comfortable
and confident out there and worked
ahead of every single batter. Once she
was ahead, she really hit her spots and
shut them down. She threw her junk
and they chased it. I think she pitched
a wonderful game,” said Head Coach
Tara Pignoli. “We’re always looking
for that perfect defensive game and
this is now two in a row. They played
with more confidence going against
stronger pitching.”

The 14-7 Blue Devils made sev-
eral fine defensive plays but Kristena
Fietkiewicz and MaryKate Flannery
performed defensive wizardry with
three outstanding snags apiece.

“I think we all came into this game
pumped up, wanted to win and that
was our main goal,” said Fietkiewicz.
“We focused on every play during
the game. When the soft hits came
my way, I was ready to charge hard
and came up throwing. On the hard
ones, you keep your eye on it, watch
it come into your glove.”

In the bottom of the first, Gelmetti
rapped a double and Lauren
Musacchia hammered a long RBI
double to centerfield. In the fifth,
Westfield took a 2-0 lead. Abby
Chazanow beat out a bunt single and
moved to second on Fietkiewicz’s
sacrifice. Flannery poked her second
single over the third baseman’s head

and Gelmetti lofted a sacrifice to
left, scoring Chazanow.

“I usually go after the first pitch
because pitcher’s like to throw it
right over the plate. I try to hit it into
the hole somewhere and usually get
on,” said Flannery. “This was a fun
game, a state game and it meant a lot
to us.”

The Blue Devils upped the score to
3-0 in the sixth. Katie Smith rifled a
single past short. Marilyn Mench
advanced Smith to second and desig-
nated hitter Danielle Coleman
cracked an RBI triple to right center.

“The first time at bat, I was a little
over anxious and I swung at a not-so-
good pitch,” said Coleman. “The
second time, I slowed down and con-
nected for an infield single, then in
my third at bat and down in the count
I decided it was my turn to step up
because the seniors have really been
good stepping up. Frost always com-
mands the infield with Musacchia
and Guerriero commands the out-
field really well, so I felt this was my
time to really contribute and I’m
happy with the results.”

In the seventh, first baseman Jen
Frost scooped up a sharp ground ball
and Gelmetti fired off two strikeouts
to secure the victory.

“They’re hitting the ball hard and
her pitch selection has been good,”
said coach Pignoli. “This is a good
hitting team. They make the pitcher
work and they don’t give her much by
chasing bad pitches. This team is
probably hitting 100 points higher
than they did last year. Getting a
couple of these big wins, I think is just
kind of falling like dominoes. They’re
feeling good and playing good ball.”
Bayonne (13-10) 000 000 0 0
Westfield 100 011 x 3

the bottom of the first. Jan
Cocozziello and Hearon received free
passes, Brian Power singled in
Cocozziello and Hearon streaked
home on an errant throw.

The Chiefs took a 5-2 lead in the
second on a bases loaded RBI single
by Brigham Eubanks, an unearned
run on an infield bobble and a two-
run double by Robert Rose. The 14-
7 Blue Devils immediately answered
with a run when Sam Kim singled,
robbed second and scored on
Coccozziello’s double.

Blue Devil Mike Murray whacked
a solo homer over the 321-foot right-
field fence in the third then, in fourth,
with a Chief on first and one out,
second baseman Mike Diaz caught a
towering popup, the runner left too
early and was ruled out. In the bot-
tom of the inning, Cocozziello legged
out a single, stole second and streaked
home on Hearon’s RBI double, tying
the score at five.

“I didn’t have my best stuff but I
just kept fighting out there,” said
Hearon. “Too many walks and a
couple of hits led to all their runs, but
I’m glad coach Brewster let me stay
in there to continue the battle. I settled
down, found my rhythm and con-
trolled my two-seam fastball better
and got the help of my fielders.”

Streaman took the mound in the
sixth. A combination of well-placed
fastballs and change-ups muffled the

Chiefs along with centerfielder
Hearon, who hauled in back-to-back
fly balls.

Two more Blue Devils scored in
the fifth. Diaz walked and Kim pum-
meled a two-run homer into deep-
center.

“I knew with two outs that he was
going to come right at me with a fast
ball on a on-and-one count,” said
Kim. “I just got good bat on the ball
and wanted to bring the run in. I was
running hard and I didn’t even think
that was going to go over, but it did
and it put us over the top.”

Streaman preserved the victory when
the Chiefs came up empty in the top of
the seventh after a well-executed relay
from Tom Ricciutti to Brian Power, a
strikeout and a head-first diving snag
by Cocozziello in right.

“With a two-run lead with only six
outs left, you try to keep the runners
off the bags, but the defense was
behind me, and that was great,” said
Streaman.

“I am very pleased with the
progress that he has made,” said
Brewster. “He started pitching last
year and was an outfielder his whole
life, but we saw something and that
was, ‘real strength’ in his arm. He’s
been on the mound six games for us
and has been successful in five of
those.”
Piscataway 050 000 0 5
Westfield 211 120 x 7

WF Blue Devil Nine Roll Past
Chiefs, 7-5, in Sectionals

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF AWARD
Professional Services

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education met on April 29, 2004 and awarded the
following contracts for professional services pursuant to 18A:18A.5.a(1).  The resolution of
award and the contracts listed below are available for public inspection at the Office of the
Board Secretary located at Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday:

Contract
Name Nature of Award Contract Period Amount
Casper P. Boehm, Jr., Esq. Legal Services 7/1/04-6/30/05 $109,835.00
Barre & Company Auditing Services 7/1/04-6/30/05 $25,200.00
Raymond A. Cassetta Negotiating Services 7/1/04-6/30/05 $27,350.00

Anthony Del Sordi
Business Administrator/Board Secretary

1 T - 5/27/04, The Times Fee: $30.60

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY BUT SAFE…West Morris Highlander Casey Steffan slides
under the tag of Raider pitcher Elaine Piniat in the first inning.

For additional information or a private tour, please call:

Patricia Plante
Sales Associate

Call Direct: (908) 233-2162
600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090

Office: (908) 233-0065

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

MOUNTAINSIDE—Set amid the beauty of the Watchung Reserva-
tion, this updated Ranch provides 3 bedrooms, 2½ baths, eat-in

kitchen, family room with fireplace, wood floors and more! Sliding

doors lead you to the patio where you will enjoy the lush, fenced prop-

erty. This home provides tranquil beauty, conveniently located just

moments from shops, schools and New York City transportation.
Presented for $599,000

Call Pat Plante for details (908) 233-2162

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FLICKING A BEE…Blue Devil second baseman Kristina Fietkiewicz played a
strong defensive game and went two-for-three with the ‘metal stick’. The Westfield
softball team blanked the Bees, 3-0 in the NJ, Section 2, Group 4 quarterfinals.
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out. I warmed up properly. They
prepared me great for this game.”

Describing the pitch to Lukko, he
said, “I threw him a fastball. I missed
my spot. I lost my mechanics, left it
over the middle of the plate and the
kid did a good job.”

Lion pitcher sophomore Nick
Nolan was also quite effective, al-
lowing just four hits and three walks
while recording seven strikeouts.

“Nolan is really good. He’s only a
sophomore and I’m sure Roselle
Catholic is going to be here again,”
said Raider first-year Head Coach
Tom Baylock.

Senior Kyle Baker gave the 15-5
Raiders a 1-0 lead in the second
inning when he singled and scored
from first on Mike DiNizo’s RBI
double to centerfield.

“Baker is one of the fastest guys on
the team. He got a great jump. When
I saw that ball drop, I wasn’t stopping
my arm. He was going all the way,”
said Baylock.

In the fourth, Matt Powers reached
first on an error, moved to second on
a sacrifice bunt by Ed Zazzali, whose
father Ed was on the 1976 team, and
sped to third when catcher Kevin
Urban’s popup to shallow right was
muffed by the second baseman.
Urban’s pinch runner Kyle Gates stole
second before Montagna brought
them both home with his two-run
single to center.

“I will remember it forever,” said
Montagna. “It was a low fastball. My
coach told me not to swing at the
high fastballs. I choked up on the bat
a little bit and put it right to
centerfield. It’s a great way to go out.
We have a couple of more games left
but none as important as this.”

The Raiders pulled off several key
defensive plays. In the first inning,
Lion Nolan was caught in a rundown
between third and home and tagged
out by catcher Urban. Second
baseman Zazzali made two brilliant
plays in a row in the second inning
when he made a chest-diving snag
for the second out then followed with
a running stab in shallow rightfield.
In the fourth, shortstop Chris
D’Annunzio, son of Mike (1976),

made a diving catch off a liner and
fired to first for an inning-ending
double play. In the fifth, Urban
gunned down a base runner attempt-
ing to steal second then, in the sev-
enth, he caught a difficult popup near
the backstop to give the Raiders the
UCT title.

“I wasn’t even thinking about drop-
ping it. I have been working on popups
all week in practice. It paid off in the
end,” said Urban. “It feels great!”

“It’s indescribable,” said Baylock.
“Right now, I’m just so full of joy for
these kids. It’s been 28 years and
that’s all people have been talking
about for a long time.”

“The team did a great job! There’s
not a single person who didn’t. Our
guys were prepared. They were
ready,” said Scalfaro.
Roselle Catholic 000 100 0 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 012 000 X 3

Raiders Grab UC Title, Cage
Roselle Catholic Lions, 3-1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Orange girl passed me at the end on
the straightaway. I tried to stay with
her but she got it. I was happy with
my race overall and definitely hav-
ing a second place to move on.”

Putting on a big kick in the final
200 meters, Blue Devil Annie Onishi
came in fourth in the 1600 meters
with a time of 5:29.16. Deenie Quinn
finished fourth in the 3200 meters
with a time of 12:23.7. Alison Petrow
took sixth in the shot put with a shove
of 33’4” and Caitlyn Berkowitz
placed sixth in the javelin with a toss
of 96 feet.

Raider Mary Shashaty crossed
third in the 3200 meters with a time
of 11:41.89.

“She ran a nice race today after
hurting her quad in the Penn relays

and missing about a week and a half
of training. Her asthma in this bru-
tally hot weather didn’t help,” said
Raider coach McGriff. “She re-
sponded nicely, had the right frame
of mind and had it going today. She
ran smart in the beginning. She didn’t
go out killing herself and, at the end,
she moved up through the pack and
ran hard at the end. This was a faster
time for her than she ran in the sec-
tional meet last year. I believe she’s
back and this will get her confidence
back up.”

Kat Berka placed sixth in the dis-
cus with a toss of 96’1” and Raiders
Samantha Gates, Danielle Vena,
Meaghan Kellly and Aja Bundy took
third in the 4x400-meter relay with a
time of 4:06.9.

Raiders Place 4th, Devils 8th
In NJ Section Track Meet

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Hilltoppers Whip Blue Devils
For UCT Boys Lax Title, 12-3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

posts. From that point on, the
Hilltoppers’ highly mobile attack
force succeeded in gaining a clear-
cut dominance in momentum and
scored five quick unanswered goals.
The Blue Devils responded when
Schott fought off heavy pressure and
stuffed the ball into the net with 1:12
remaining in the quarter.

The Hilltoppers added a goal early
in the fourth quarter for a 9-1 lead.
Then Blue Devil Brady Lau zipped a
blistering shot past Schroeder with
9:00 remaining.

“Robbie (Zaffuto) played great in

goal and made the stops he needed to
and the defense also played great,
but we couldn’t get by them,” said
Lau. “I believe we all tried hard, but
our heads just weren’t in it. The
slides were not there, the offense was
not there; we just weren’t clicking
today.”

Summit added two scores before
Blue Devil Hogarth netted the final
goal.

“Summit deserves credit because
they came out strong, although we
played a strong first quarter,” said
Hogarth. “They matched our inten-
sity times ten, hence we didn’t get
many shots and that’s what it all
came down to.”

“Defense should have been our
strong point, but we had a lot of
breakdowns positioning, losing
men and sliding early,” said
Benaquista. “As a team, we weren’t
on the same page, so that tells you
a lot about the game and the final
score. Looking towards the tourna-
ment, it’s all about us. We just need
to focus on ourselves, not worry
about who we are playing, but come
out ready to play.”

Viking Softballers Top
DePaul, 2-1, in Section
The top-seeded Union Catholic

High School softball team got a two-
run double from Angela Belotta to
overcome DePaul, 2-1, in the
quarterfinals of the North Jersey,
Parochial A Tournament in Scotch
Plains on May 24.

Casey DePalma loaded the bases
with a bunt single in the sixth to set
up Belotta’s heroics. Pitcher Danielle
Chapla fanned eight, walked one and
allowed six hits for the 17-3 Vikings.

Raider B’ballers Stop
Cranford Nine, 7-4

Kevin Urban clobbered a two-run
home run in the sixth inning to give
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team a 7-2 lead over
Cranford on May 24 in Scotch Plains.
The 16-5 Raiders held on to win 7-4.

Marco Giasullo (4-2) held the 17-6
Cougars to six hits. John Maloney had
two hits and Matt Powers scored twice.
Jason Occi cracked a two-run homer
in the seventh for the Cougars.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

COUNTY OF UNION
NEW JERSEY

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
INSTALLATION AND OPERATION OF

COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY

The Town of Westfield, New Jersey de-
sires to seek proposals from companies for
the lease of a portion of certain real property
at the Westfield Department Headquarters
for the purpose of installation and operation
of communications facility.

For copy of the request for proposals
specification, or questions, regarding the
request for proposal, interested companies
should contact:

Mr. James H. Gildea
Town Administrator
Town of Westfield

425 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

(908) 789-4041

Completed Requests for Proposals speci-
fications must be received in the Office of
the Town Administrator located at 425 East
Broad Street before 10:00am on Monday,
June 14, 2004 and the envelope submitting
the response must be clearly designated as
“Response to Request for Proposal Speci-
fications – Installation and Operation of
Communications Facility.”
Bernard A. Heeney Liy Tsai
Town Clerk Chief Financial Officer
1 T - 5/27/04, The Leader Fee: $30.60

Morgan Lang Selected
All-Colonial in Lacrosse

RICHMOND, VA – William and
Mary sophomore Morgan Lang of
Westfield was selected to All-Colo-
nial Athletic Association honors in
women’s lacrosse.

After starting the season for the
Tribe as a midfielder, Lang was asked
to take an increased role in the team’s
defense after injuries to a pair of key
defenders during the season. Lang
adapted to her new task brilliantly
and earned her first all-league hon-
ors at the position. Lang leads the
team in caused turnovers (26), is
third tied for third in ground balls
(38) and fourth in draw controls (22).
Not only an assist on the defensive
end of the field, Lang has also re-
corded 10 goals and four assists on
the season to date.

Cougar Softballers Nip
SPF Raider Girls, 3-2
The 20-5 Cranford High School

softball team nipped Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 3-2, in Cranford on May
24. Cougar Sarah ripped an RBI
single in the bottom of the seventh
for the winning run.

Jess Moore drilled an RBI double
in the fifth inning to give the 13-6
Raiders a 2-1 lead. Cougar Kiera
Zimerman had two hits and an RBI
and Elena Morge had three hits.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A RUN FOR THE ROSES…Blue Devil Jeff Perrella, center, finishes second in
the 1600 meters just behind John Guzman of Bridgewater-Raritan. Perrella
also finished second in the 3200 meters.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING THE FIRST RUN…Raider Kyle Baker got a great jump and scored
the whole way from first base on a double by Mike DiNizo in the second inning.
Baker singled to reach first base.

Poignantly expressing the craftsmanship of a by gone era, this 
radiant Westfield Colonial brims with classic style: gleaming 
hardwood floors, superb moldings & framed windows. Jewel-
like formal spaces are enhanced by a sun-lit family room & 
updated eat-in kitchen. Nice sized bedrooms, updated bath, & 
walk-up 3rd floor with two bedrooms craft marvelous private 
spaces. New powder room, basement rec room & expansive 
backyard with pavestone patio add to the allure this home 
possesses. Presented for $669,900. 
 

Resting in a tranquil Westfield circle this distinctive  Ranch 
defines contemporary serenity. Spacious rooms with marvel-
ous features: gleaming cherry wood floors, pocket doors, cus-
tom built-in & copious windows complement an open floor 
plan. A living room with floor-to-ceiling windows, formal 
dining room & eat-in kitchen are enhanced by a family room 
with brick wall fireplace. Private spaces include a master 
suite &  bedrooms w/ample closet space. A covered patio, 
fenced yard w/hot tub & fabulous location, ensures that this is 
the ideal place to call home. Presented for $769,000. 

For additional information or your private tour call… 
 

Lois E. Berger, CRS 
   Broker/Sales Associate 

                   NJAR Circle of Excellence Award 1981 –  2003 
                     NJAR Distinguished Sales Club 

                  908-233-6366, Direct Dial 
 
 
 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROLLING PAST A HILLTOPPER…Blue Devil senior face-off man Chris
MacDonald, left, seizes control of the ball and heads into Summit territory
during the UCT lacrosse tournament.
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Jr. Rugby Mudturtles Win
Met NY Division 2 Crown

BLASTING OVER THE LINE…Several Junior Mudturtle rugby players
provide support to ball carrier Kevin MacDonald of Westfield in their victory
against Sayville.

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:

50+ DIVISION 1 (May 22):
TEAM W L
Comcast Cablevision 6 1
Antone’s Pub & Grill 5 2
D&K Associates 5 2
Irish Pub 4 3

50+ DIVISION 2:
TEAM W L
Marion & Jacobson Roofing 2 1
The Office 4 4
Northwestern Mutual 3 4
Awnings Galore 2 4
Union Center National Bank 2 5
Crest Refrigeration 0 7

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Creative Industries 2 1
IL Giardino’s Ristorante 2 1
L.A. Law 1 2
Legg Mason 1 2

Comcast 7, Northwestern Mutual 1
Comcast’s Al Betau and Frank Pepe

had three hits apiece. Steve Ferro, Karl
Grossmann and Brian Williams each
had two hits. Pitcher Larry Berra al-
lowed nine hits.

Antone’s Pub 10, Awnings Galore 8
Timely hitting from Steve Fatula, Ron

Kulik, Randy Tenhengel and Gary Wiese
made the difference. Awnings Galore
out-hit the winners, 24-14. Bruce
Crawford (2 triples) and Erik Furtney,
Bob Grausam and Fred Ratajczhk with
three hits apiece led Awnings.

Irish Pub 18, Crest 3
Vin Hoelfing, Harry Streep and John

Symczak each produced three hits for
the Irish.

D&K Associates 9, The Office 2
Timely hitting and excellent defense

keyed the victory. Lou Koehler and
Larry Rehak each had two hits for D&K.

M&J Roofing 15, Union Center
Nat’l Bank 9

Steve Lemanowicz (3 hits) and Tom
Connolly, Lionel Genello and Sal
LaBella with two hits each led the
Bankers.

Irish Pub 9, Comcast Cablevision 8
The Pub had a two-run rally in the

bottom of the seventh. Johnny
McLaughlin (3 hits) and Larry Berra,
Bill Mirto, Bill Reichle, Tom Straniero
and Tony Williams with two hits apiece
led Comcast.

Antone’s Pub 1, D&K Associates 0
A 45-minute pitcher’s dual devel-

oped between George Brokaw
(Antone’s) and Tony Falzone. Antone’s
scored the decisive run in the first in-
ning.

Northwestern Mutual 12, Union
Center Nat’l Bank 3

Northwestern scored 10 runs in the last
two innings. John Malone thumped a
bases-clearing double, Ed Mc Colgan
added three hits and Rich Polinitza pro-
duced a key two run double.

The Office 14, Awnings Galore 8
Marion & Jacobson Roofing 15,
Crest 13
Creative Industries 9, L.A. Law 5
IL Giardino’s Ristorante 9, Legg
Mason 1

The UCRFC High School boys rugby
team (the Junior Mudturtles) outlasted
the Sayville (LI) U19 team, 19-10, to
win the Met NY Rugby Union Divi-
sion 2 Championship in a battle of
unbeaten teams at Unami Park in
Cranford.

The Junior Mudturtles started with a
bang as outside center Chris Gonzalez
took the opening kickoff 65 yards for a
try and Tyler Maccubbin made the con-
version kick to make the score 7-0 with
only 36 seconds off the clock. Things
were tougher, however as Sayville con-
trolled possession and eventually
scored a try. Maccubbin blocked the
conversion kick attempt. Shortly be-
fore halftime, Maccubbin kicked a pen-
alty goal to up the lead to 10-5.

In the second half, Sayville pres-
sured but the Mudturtles played hard-
nosed defense and began to control the
game, forcing Sayville into errors and
penalties. Maccubbin added to two
more penalty goals to boost the lead to
16-5 with 10 minutes remaining.

Sayville scored a try, making the
score, 16-10. With less than three min-
utes left, Maccubbin nailed his fourth
penalty goal. Sayville attacked one last
time but the Junior Mudturtles stopped
the attack and cleared the ball to end

the game.
For more information regarding the

UCRFC’s men’s and high school team or
their summer youth flag rugby program,
please call Chris Clark at (201) 213-
1952, e-mail rugby0366@yahoo.com or
visit www.mudturtlerugby.com. Anyone
interested in playing can also to come to
their practice at 7 p.m. on Tuesdays and
Thursdays at Unami Field.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Echo Lake Country Club Golf Pro Derek McDonald

Echo Lake Golf Pro Discusses
Executing the Chip and Run

By DEREK MCDONALD
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In order to strike the ball solidly,
the hands must arrive at the ball
before the club head. Letting the
club head pass the hands on the for-
ward swing will lead to miss hits.

Here are some pointers when play-
ing the chip-and-run shot; you can
use any club between your seven iron
and pitching wedge.

Shorten down on the grip for better
control. The stance is narrower than
in a full shot, the feet and hips are
open to the target. Your weight should
be on the leading foot and your hands
ahead of the ball.

Now feel that you are swinging the
handle of the club and allow the club
head to follow. Keep your left wrist
firm through the swing (right wrist

for left hander). As you swing your
arms forward, let your body rotate to
face the target. You will find that you
will strike the golf ball solidly on the
clubface.

Derek McDonald is the Head
Teaching Professional at Echo Lake
Country Club. For information about
lessons please call, (908) 232-4288.

WTA Women Singles
Tennis Ladder Told:

The Westfield Tennis Association
Women’s Singles Tennis ladder reflects
activity and a couple of upsets in the 11
matches played through May 23. All
players are reminded that two “free”
challenges are allowed within one month
of signing up and that players are dropped
three spaces due to inactivity.

Players can access weekly updated
standings and matches played on WTA’s
website: www.westfieldnj.com/wta. Fur-
ther information about rules or joining is
available by calling Jean Power at (908)
654-7418 (or e-mail at
JBPUMPIRON@aol.com). The next re-
porting period will conclude at 8 p.m.
Sunday, June 6. Match scores should be
reported within 24 hours and weekend
scores by Sunday evening to J. Power.

  1. JoAnn Purdy 21. Deirdre Gelinne
  2. Monica Morin 22. Pat Page
  3. Meg Butler 23. N. Freundlich
  4. Sherri Bender 24. Charlotte Lee
  5. Clara Karnish 25. N. Wickwire
  6. Jean Power 26. Diane Barabas
  7. Dianne Mroz 27. Ellen Smith
  8. Evelyn Matino 28. Linda Coleman
  9. Danielle Coleman 29. Liz Fischer
10. Hong Jiang 30. Julia Walker
11. Lisa Sottung 31. Jan Velasco
12. L. Vollbrecthausen 32. L. Black-Polak
13. Kathy O’Neill 33. Wendi Cohen
14. M. Elena Whelan 34. Karen Dorne
15. Priscilla Wood 35. Fealey-Jacobello
16. Paula Brotman 36. Lisa Hicks
17. Mary-Lou Wexler 37. M. Kacmarsky
18. M. Perez-Santalla 38. C. Kromer
19. Tina Wasilewski 39. Liz Mitchell
20. Vanessa Barber 40. Laurie Woog

WTA Men’s Singles
Tennis Ladder Told:

Results should be e-mailed to the co-
coordinator, Mike McGlyn, at
mike987654@comcast.net or by phone
to (908) 654-1651.

Gary Wasserman and Robert Erazo
exchanged wins with Erazo winning
the first match and Wasserman winning
the second to close out the first round.
Complete results can be found at
www.westfieldnj.com/wta and the
Tamaques WTA bulleting board should
be kept more up to date this season. The
next reporting period ends on June 6.
  1. G. Wasserman (2) 24. Ernest Jacob
  2. Robert Errazo (2) 25. Bryan Smith
  3. Mike Gonnella (1) 26. Adam Krell
  4. Alex Winnicker (1) 27. B. Anderson
  5. David Ferio 28. D. Armstrong
  6. Rich Pardo (1) 29. Jim Bender
  7. Tuyen Diep (1) 30. Paul Darmanin
  8. Steve Satkin (2) 31. Manny Erlich
  9. Stuart Gruskin 32. Ross Errazo
10. John Mancini 33. Todd Krell
11. Vince Camuto 34. Adam Krell
12. Steven Kreutzer (1)35. Jeremy Krell
13. Paul Moum (1) 36. Alan Lo
14. Michael Manders (1) 37. Mike McCrea
15. Russell Finestein 38. D. Rainville
16. Chris Wendel (1) 39. Joe Schurig
17. Andrew Ross 40. Mr. Solomon
18. Mark Jackler 41. Jon Walker
19. Weldon Chin 42. A. Wasserman
20. Jeremy Krell 43. J. Wasserman
21. Frank Disantis (1) 44. J. Eisenberg
22. Michael McGlynn (1) 45. Michael Muroff
23. Quaid Kapadia (1) 46. E. Sandstedt

WTA Mixed Doubles
Tennis Ladder Told:

Standings (May 23):
Hilary Abramowitz/Jon Eisenberg
James/Sherri Bender
Paul Darmanin/Lyn Myers
Alejandro/Lucila Vollbrechthausen
Nancy/Rich Freundlich
Michael McCrea/
Monica Morin/
Julia/Jon Walker
Chris/Maria Elena Whelan

All match scores should be called in
immediately to the coordinator, Nancy
Freundlich at (908) 232-6545 or e-
mailed to freundlich@comcast.net.

In addition to the ladder, on Sun-
day evenings from 5 to 7 p.m., begin-
ning May 23, WTA members may
meet at Tamaques Park for mixed
doubles play to be organized in a
Round Robin-like format. You do
not need to be on the Mixed Doubles
ladder or have a partner to play.
Please call the Mixed Doubles coor-
dinator for more information.

WF PAL Football
Registration Set

Registrations for the Fall 2004
PAL Football program will be avail-
able in the main office of all el-
ementary and middle schools as of
Thursday, May 27. There will also
be a “in person” registration on Sat-
urday, June 5 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
at the PAL office located at 111
Quimby Street, Suite 4.

PAL Football is for children en-
tering third through eighth grade in
the fall. Deadline for registration is
July 2. Registration forms may also
be downloaded from our website at
westfieldpalfootball.com. Any
questions, please call (908) 233-
7105, extension No. 5.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: MARY P. RICKS A/K/A MARY
PERRIN RICKS, Deceased

Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,
Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 21ST day of MAY, A.D. 2004, upon the
application of the undersigned, as EXECU-
TORS of the estate of said deceased, notice
is hereby given to the creditors of said
deceased to exhibit to the subscriber under
oath or affirmation their claims and de-
mands against the estate of said deceased
within six months from the date of said
order.

ROBERT C. THOMSON, JR.
WILLIAM D. PEEK

EXECUTORS
ATTORNEYS
NICHOLS, THOMSON, PEEK &
PHELAN
210 ORCHARD STREET
P.O. BOX 2038
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07091
1 T - 5/27/04, The Leader Fee: $21.42

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR A PRIVATE TOUR, PLEASE CO

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award 1977-2003

600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090

Call Direct: (908) 233-6417 Office: (908) 233-0065

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD—Charm surrounds you in this delightful four
bedroom, 2½ bath Colonial. Lovingly maintained, the home

boasts numerous updates and architectural details that serve to

enhance the attraction of this wonderful home. The floor plan

is ideal for casual living and elegant entertaining...spacious

living room with fireplace, formal dining room, cozy den, sun

porch overlooking rear yard, updated eat-in kitchen, and

more!

Presented for $679,000

WESTFIELD—A gemlike quality pervades this lovel y
three bedroom Cape. HWD FLRS, moldings, exposed beams

& copious windows mingle to craft a lovely interior that is

ideal for a first time home-buyer or anyone looking to scale

down. Formal dining room, knotty pine accented eat-in

kitchen, basement recreation room with wet bar, splendid

backyard and a great neighborhood location enhance the in-

trinsic value of this home.

Presented for $389,000.
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HOME RUN TROT…The Westfield Baseball Association Orioles greet Evan
Heroux, No. 4, at home plate after his solo home run to deep center at Gumpert
Field 1. Josh Solomon, No. 11, had a two-run homer an inning earlier. The
Orioles went on to beat the Yankees, 7-1, on May 18.

Wolfpack Baseballers Split
With Berkeley Heights

The Baseball School’s 13U team,
the Wolfpack, split a doubleheader
with Berkeley Heights dropping a
tough 4-1 opening game and rebound-
ing with a 10-3 victory on May 22.

In the opener, Jackson Udelsman

pitched well; however, the Wolfpack
could not generate enough offense.
Their only run came in the bottom of
the third when Will Hubbard walked,
stole second and was driven home on
a double by CJ Myers.

In the second game, the Pack again
got excellent pitching from Blake
Van Buskirk and Myers, who got the
win in relief. This time, the Wolfpack
bats were hot. David Keith and
Udelsman each collected three hits,
a run scored and an RBI. Joseph Del
Prete and Myers each punched out
two hits, swiped a pair of bases and
knocked in two. Van Buskirk had an
RBI double. Evan Silverman and
Connor Viglianti added a hit apiece
with two and one run scored, respec-
tively. Ryan Keogh chipped in an
RBI and scored once while Hubbard
also drove in a run.

The ‘Pack also turned in two ex-
cellent defensive games. Jonathan
Kosenick was solid behind the plate.
Silverman made a diving circus catch
in leftfield. Keogh was steady at
shortstop, while Van Buskirk and
Keith did a stellar job at first.

Westfield ‘Y’ Aquaducks Rule
At Synchronized Swim Regional

The Westfield “Y” Aquaducks
synchronized swim team qualified
many swimmers for the National
Age Group Championship (NAGC)
at Indianapolis in late June after
competing at the USSI Region B
Age Group championship on May
15-16 in Mechanicsburg, Pa. The
swimmer/routine must finish in the
top three at the regional level to

qualify for the NAGC).
The Aquaducks topped Region B

rivals Cumberland Valley Spiralletts,
Chester County Barracudas, Long
Island Synchro, East End Synchro
Swans, York Synchro-ettes and the
Pennsbury Falconettes in many rou-
tines. The team consists of 25 swim-
mers ranging in age from 11 to 18.
The Aquaducks are a nationally
ranked team sponsored by the
Westfield “Y”. For additional infor-
mation, please call Head Coach Diane
Hunsinger at (908) 233-2700.

MEET RESULTS:
11-UNDER: SOLO: Anna Fetter – First.
12-13: SOLO: Kim Rizzo – First Place.
DUET: Beatrice Cayaban, Anna Fetter –
First. TEAM: Anna Fetter, Cayaban,
Cristina Terjesen, Alicia Rogers and
Vanessa Papa – First.
14-15: SOLO Casey Aion – First. DUET:
Aion, Jennifer Gaglioti – First; Jaime
Ross, Georgia Luch – Third; Alicia Rolin,
Hannah Thompson – Fifth. TRIO: Kim-
berly Rizzo, Rolin, Luch – First, Ross,
Thompson, Maria Cruz – Third. TEAM:
Rizzo, Aion, Rolin, Thompson, Luch,
Ross – First; Aubrey Ambinder, Kathryn
Moore, Krystyna Chmura, Nicole
Emerson, Lynn Ciccarelli, Cruz, Bena
Reiter – Third
16-17: SOLO: Emily Terwelp – Second,
Rachel Goor – Third. DUET: Brianne
Lojo and Jamie Quale – Second. TRIO:
Lojo, Quale, Jennifer Gaglioti – First.
18-19: DUET: Rochelle Ross, Stephanie
Rolin – Second. TRIO: Ross, Terwelp,
Goor – First. TEAM: Ross, Lojo, Quale,
Gaglioti, Terwelp, Goor – First.

The Westfield “Y” Aquaducks Synchronized Swim Team

WF Orioles Defeat
WF Youth Mets, 4-2
The Orioles finished their regu-

lar season with a 4-2 win over the
Mets on May 22 and a record of
13-1-1. Nick Dachowicz, Taylor
Brand and Bret Johnson threw two
strong innings each and were
backed up by solid defensive. S.
Marino, J. White and M.
Fietkiewicz, pitched well for the
Mets. Willie Riggs had a smash to
the fence in left center for double
and later scored for the Mets.

Macdonald, Falzon Place
In NJ Gymnasts Meet
Claire Macdonald and Elizabeth

Falzon, both freshmen at Westfield
High School, placed first and second
overall respectively in the 15-year-
old Level A competition at the Jersey
Optional Gymnastic Association
(JOGA) State Championship Meet
held at the Northstar Academy in
Boonton on May 15. They competed
against a field of 20 girls who quali-
fied in regional competitions held
earlier in the season.

Macdonald placed first overall with
a 36.6 total. She took first in Beam at
9.3, first in Floor at 9.4, first in Vault
at 9.4 and second in Bars at 8.5.
Falzon took second overall at 34.925,
first in Bars at 8.55 and third in Vault
at 9.0.

Gymnasts Claire Macdonald, left, and Elizabeth Falzon

Thunder Ties Eagles,
Falls to West Orange
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood U13

boys soccer team tied the North
Plainfield Eagles, 2-2, then fell to
West Orange, 1-0.

The Eagles struck just four min-
utes in the game but the Blue Thun-
der responded two minutes later as
Mark Koransky tied the game with
assists credited to Marc Fusillo and
Chris McManus. North Plainfield
went ahead at the 12-minute mark
and the half-ended 2-1.

SPF remained down by one as the
clocked ticked down until the Mike
Roth tallied the second goal off a
Koransky corner kick.

Against West Orange, the Blue
Thunder got off 22 shots. The suc-
cessful Blue Thunder season con-
cludes with the upcoming Memorial
Day Tournament.

Diamond X Downs
Milltown 11s, 7-5

The SPFYBA 11-year-old Dia-
mond X baseball team topped
Milltown, 7-5, on May 23.

Conner Thompson led off the first
inning with a hard single up the middle.
Sean Reilly followed with a single to
center. Ryan Haggerty and Ezra
Klemow then had RBI groundouts.

Milltown took the lead with two
runs in the first and one in the second.
Scotch Plains exploded for five runs
in the fourth highlighted by some great
base running and heads-up hitting.
Anthony Scalfaro drilled a double to
deep center and Michael Spaeth
slapped an RBI single. After a walk to
Noel Whitehouse, who promptly stole
second base, Nick Sebolao laid down
a beautiful bunt single, scoring both
Spaeth and Whitehouse. Thompson,
narrowly missing a home run, settled
for a double. Reilly laid down another
nice bunt to score Sebolao. Joe Carroll
topped off the inning with an RBI
double.

Scalfaro started on the mound and
was relieved by John Foti, who pitched
two solid innings. Carroll then sealed
the victory with three strong innings,
allowing only two singles.

Kevin Ryan Honored
At Lawrence Academy
GROTON, MA – Junior Kevin Ryan

of Scotch Plains earned honorable
mention in the Independent School
League for his performance on
Lawrence Academy’s boys’ varsity
basketball team during the winter sea-
son. He played guard on a team that
claimed second place at the year-end
NEPSAC Class C championships.

In this first year as a student at the
school in Groton, Massachusetts, Kevin
was also a member of the cross-coun-
try team last fall. During Lawrence
Academy’s recent Winterim, a two-
week experiential learning session held
each March, Kevin traveled to the Red
Sox training camp in Florida to study
and try his skill at sports journalism.
Kevin is the son of Karen and Kevin
Ryan of Scotch Plains.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, May 25, 2004 the following ordinance
entitled:

CAPITAL ORDINANCE TO
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF
$99,045.55 FOR THE UNDER-
TAKING OF VARIOUS REC-
REATION IMPROVEMENTS
IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, IN
THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY AND TO TRANSFER
AN UNEXPENDED BOND OR-
DINANCE BALANCE AND RE-
APPROPRIATE SAME TO FI-
NANCE SUCH APPROPRIA-
TION

was adopted on second and final reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 5/27/04, The Times Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-8048-04
FILE NO. XCZ L 62109

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
KENN D. CUNDIFF, his heirs, devisees,
and personal representatives, and his,

their or any of their successors in
right, title and interest;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon ZUCKER,
GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, ESQS.,
plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 200
Sheffield Street, Suite 301, Mountainside,
New Jersey 07092-0024, telephone num-
ber 1-908-233-8500, an Answer to the Com-
plaint and Amendment To Foreclosure Com-
plaint filed in a civil action, in which WELLS
FARGO HOME MORTGAGE, INC is plain-
tiff, and KENN D. CUNDIFF, et al., are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, Union
County, and bearing Docket F-8048-04
within thirty-five (35) days after May 27,
2004 exclusive of such date. If you fail to do
so, judgement by default may be rendered
against you for the relief demanded in the
Complaint and Amendment To Foreclosure
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
proof of service in duplicate with the Clerk of
the Superior Court of New Jersey, Hughes
Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New
Jersey 08625, together with your check in
the sum of $135.00 representing the filing
fee in accordance with the rules of civil
practice and procedure.

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a Mortgage dated
02/23/1993 made by kenn D. Cundiff as
mortgagors, to Directors Mortgage Loan
Corporation recorded on 03/24/1997 in Book
4811 of Mortgages for Union County, Page
147 which Mortgage was assigned on 05/
05/1993 to the plaintiff, WELLS FARGO
HOME MORTGAGE, INC by Assignment
Of Mortgage recorded on 07/14/1993 in
Book 684 of Assignments Of Mortgages for
Union County. Page 144; and (2) to recover
possession of, and concerns premises com-
monly known as 508 East Second Street,
Plainfield, New Jersey 07060.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney, you
may communicate with the New Jersey Bar
Association by calling 609-394-1101. You
may also contact the Lawyer Referral Ser-
vice of the County of venue by calling 908-
353-4715. If you cannot afford an attorney,
you may communicate with the Legal Ser-
vices office of the County of venue by calling
908-354-4340.

Kenn D. Cundiff, his heirs, devisees, and
personal representatives, and his their or
any of their successors in right, title and
interest are made party defendants to this
foreclosure action because he executed
plaintiff’s obligation and mortgage being fore-
closed herein and may be liable for any
deficiency and because he is the owner of
record of the mortgaged premises being
foreclosed herein and for any lien, claim or
interest he, his heirs, devisees, and per-
sonal representatives, and his, their or any
of their successors in right, title and interest
may have in, to or against the mortgaged
premises.

DONALD F. PHELAN, Clerk
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW

JERSEY
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN
Attorneys At Law
200 Sheffield Street, Suite 301
P.O. Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1 T - 5/27/04, The Leader Fee: $70.89

Yogi Berra Center
To Host Baseball Camp

LITTLE FALLS – The Yogi Berra
Museum & Learning Center, located
on the campus of Montclair State Uni-
versity, will host a clinic for children
ages 9-12 during the week of August 2-
6, at its baseball/softball camp, featur-
ing professional on-field training, skills
and drills, and educational workshops.

The camp, underwritten through a
$15,000 grant from the Scott Hazelcorn
Memorial Children’s Foundation that
was established by the family of Scott
Hazelcorn following his tragic death
on September 11, 2001.

Paul Reddick of the New Jersey Base-
ball Academy and a scout for the Pitts-
burgh Pirates will direct the training and
coaching at the camp. Educational work-
shops will include Sportsmanship, Sports
Medicine and Nutrition.

Enrollment is on a first-come, first-
serve basis. The fee is $325. Parents and
caregivers can call the Museum at (973)
655-2378 for more information.

Scotch Hills Women’s
Golf Results Told:

Throw Out Three Worst Holes
(May 4):

FLIGHT A:
LOW GROSS: Susan Schwarz 46
LOW NET: 1. Charleen Szenyi, 2. Carol
Nichols, 3. Chris Haight

FLIGHT B:
LOW GROSS: Mary Kay Danskin 49
LOW NET: 1. Alice Yorks, 2. Elsie
Blanchette, 3. Pat Herring

FLIGHT C:
LOW GROSS: Martha McCaskie 58
LOW NET: 1. Evelyn Hecker, 2. Mary
Pearsall
PUTTS: Haight 12
CHIP-IN: Haight, McCaskie, Jill Scuderi

Team Play – 4 Combined Scores
(May 11):
FIRST: Carol Nichols, Alice Yorks, Rose-
mary DeWitt, Janet Newell 133
SECOND: Marge Grimmer, Linnea
Rhodes, Margaret Hickey, Charleen
Szenyi 141
THIRD: Lisa Sanguiliano, Ronnie Buob,
Alice Kehler, Carol Nichols (blind pick)
142
LOW PUTTS: Marge Ruff 14
CHIP-IN: Rhodes, Betts Sutman
BIRDIE: Sanguiliano

Memorial Tournament 100%
Handicap (May 18):

FLIGHT A:
LOW GROSS: Marge Grimmer 48
LOW NET: 1. Carol Nichols 31, 2. Ronnie
Buob, Grimmer, Margaret Hickey, Alice
Kehler, Janet Newell at 35

FLIGHT B:
LOW GROSS: Alice Yorks 50
LOW NET: 1. Yorks 29, 2. Jeanette Walker
32, 3. Nettie Maguire 33

FLIGHT C:
LOW GROSS: Mary Hughes 61
LOW NET: 1. Hughes 37, 2. Olga Rose,
Phyllis Coumbe at 40
LOW PUTTS: Gertrude Simons, Linnea
Rhodes, Rosemary DeWitt, Coumbe
CHIP-IN: Hickey, DeWitt, Hughes

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com-PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

The “Spring Market”  is here!
 Thinking of  buying or selling...

call Prudential today  for a complimentary
 market analysis of your home!

The “Spring Market”  is here!
 Thinking of  buying or selling...

call Prudential today  for a complimentary
 market analysis of your home!

Scotch Plains
BEAUTIFUL AND GRACIOUS... 

Extraordinary Custom Colonial home on one of Scotch 

Plains' finest streets features eleven rooms. This six 

bedroom, four and one-half bath home affords 

comfortable and convenient living. Enjoy a light and 

bright gourmet eat-in kitchen, family room with fireplace, 

screened porch off den and many wonderful amenities.
Yours for $1,325,000.

Scotch Plains



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, May 27, 2004 Page 17

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE a Public Hearing will be held by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders on June 17, 2004, at 7:00 p.m. at the Union County Administration
Building, Freeholders Meeting Room, Administration Building, 6th Floor, Elizabethtown
Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey or at such other time as may be scheduled by said Board of
Chosen Freeholders, for the purpose of hearing persons interested in, or who are affected
by, the adoption of an Amendment to the Solid Waste Management Plan of the Union County
Solid Waste Management District.  The name and address of the Union County District Solid
Waste Coordinator is Joseph A. Spatola, Ph.D., c/o Union County Utilities Authority, 1499
Routes 1&9 North, Rahway, NJ.  The Plan Amendment that is the subject of the Hearing has
been prepared in accordance with the Solid Waste Management Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1E-1 et
seq.) For the purpose of providing that:

THE PURPOSE OF THIS PLAN AMENDMENT IS TO MODIFY THE UNION
COUNTY DISTRICT SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN TO INCLUDE
THE WASTE MANAGEMENT OF NEW JERSEY, INC, TRANSFER STA-
TIONS IN THE CITY OF LINDEN AT LOWER ROAD AND THE CITY OF
ELIZABETH AT FRONT STREET INTO THE UNION COUNTY DISTRICT
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN AS THE COUNTY’S DESIGNATED
FACILITIES TO WHICH ALL NON-RECYCLED SOLID WASTE TYPES 13,
13C, 23 AND 27 ARE DIRECTED AND TO ALLOW PERMITTED TRANSFER
STATIONS/MATERIALS RECOVERY FACILITIES (“MRF’S”) TO ACCEPT
SOLID WASTE TYPES 13, 13C, 23 AND 27 GENERATED WITHIN THE
COUNTY FOR RECYCLING AND DELIVERY OF RESIDUE TO THE DESIG-
NATED WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITIES.

You may appear in person, or by agent, or by attorney, and present comments relative to
the Plan Amendment.  A copy of the Plan Amendment is available for public inspection at
the offices of each Municipal Clerk in the County of Union, at the office of the Clerk of the
Board of Chosen Freeholders of Union County, at the address stated above, during regular
business hours and at the Offices of the Union County Utilities Authority, 1499 Routes 1 &
9 North, Rahway, New Jersey during regular business hours.

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

ORDINANCE NO. :  598-2004
Intro Date: 5/20/04

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following proposed Ordinance was introduced and
passed on the first reading at a REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
of the County of Union, New Jersey held on the 20th day of May, 2004, and that said
Ordinance will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at a meeting of said
Board to be held at its meeting room in the Administration Building, Elizabeth, New Jersey,
on the 17th  of June, 2004, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as said matter can be reached,
at which time and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning same.

A copy of this Ordinance has been posted on the Bulletin Board upon which public notices
are customarily posted in the Union County Administration Building of the County of Union
and a copy is available up to and including the time of such meeting to the members of the
general public of the County who shall request such copies, at the Office of the Clerk of the
Board of Chosen Freeholders in said Administration Building, Elizabeth, New Jersey.

Sharda Badri, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE UNION COUNTY DISTRICT SOLID WASTE
MANAGEMENT PLAN TO INCLUDE THE WASTE MANAGEMENT OF NEW
JERSEY, INC, TRANSFER STATIONS IN THE CITY OF LINDEN AT LOWER
ROAD AND THE CITY OF ELIZABETH AT FRONT STREET INTO THE
UNION COUNTY DISTRICT SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN AS THE
COUNTY’S DESIGNATED FACILITIES TO WHICH ALL NON-RECYCLED
SOLID WASTE TYPES 13, 13C, 23 AND 27 ARE DIRECTED AND TO ALLOW
PERMITTED TRANSFER STATIONS/MATERIALS RECOVERY FACILI-
TIES (“MRF’S”) TO ACCEPT SOLID WASTE TYPES 13, 13C, 23 AND 27
GENERATED WITHIN THE COUNTY FOR RECYCLING AND DELIVERY OF
RESIDUE TO THE DESIGNATED WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITIES.

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Solid Waste Management Act, N.J.S.A. 13:1E-1 et seq. (the
“Act”), each county within the State of New Jersey is designated a solid waste management
district with responsibility for the development of a solid waste management plan setting forth
the solid waste disposal strategy to be applied in the district; and

WHEREAS, the County of Union, New Jersey, has previously developed the Union County
District Solid Waste Management Plan (the “County Plan”) in accordance with the Act  for
the purpose of managing the disposal and/or recycling of solid waste generated within Union
County (the “County”); and

WHEREAS, the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has designated the Union
County Utilities Authority (the “Authority”) as implementing agency for the County Plan, in
accordance with the Act; and

WHEREAS, the County Plan was amended in response to Atlantic Coast Demolition

& Recycling, Inc. v. Board of Chosen Freeholder of Atlantic County, et al., 112 F.3d
652 (3d Cir.), cert. denied, 522 U.S. 966 (1997) (“Atlantic Coast”) to, among other things,
define the County’s disposal strategy, based upon voluntary contracts, as to Solid Waste
Types 10 and 25, and including the lease by the UCUA to Odgen Martin Systems of Union,
Inc. (now known as Covanta Union, Inc.) of the Union County Resource Recovery Facility
(the “UCRRF”) and the real property and improvements upon which the UCRRF is
constructed, and re-affirm the County’s disposal strategy, based upon regulatory flow control
as to Solid Waste Types 13, 13C, 23 and 27; and

WHEREAS, the County Plan was amended on May 21, 1998 (the “May Plan Amend-
ment”), in pertinent part, to re-establish regulatory flow control over Solid Waste Types 13,
13C, 23 and 27, pursuant to a non-discriminatory procurement in accordance with Atlantic
Coast; and

WHEREAS, by Certification of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
(“NJDEP”) on July 20, 1998, the May Plan Amendment was approved with modification
contingent upon receipt and approval by the NJDEP of a subsequent Plan Amendment
documenting the completion of a competitive, constitutionally-permissible, non-discriminatory
procurement process and award of contracts to provide for recycling and disposal of Solid
Waste Types 13, 13C, 23 and 27; and

WHEREAS, upon the completion of a competitive, constitutionally-permissible, non-
discriminatory procurement process, the Authority awarded a contract to the Hackensack
Meadowlands Development Commission, the lowest responsible bidder; and

WHEREAS, as a result of the contract award to the HMDC and in accordance with the
NJDEP’s July 20, 1998 Certification, the Authority recommended a Plan Amendment to the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders for consideration, which was adopted by the
County and approved by the NJDEP; and

WHEREAS, the contract with HMDC is scheduled to expire on July 1, 2004 and it was
necessary for the Authority to procure and award a contract for the disposal of Solid Waste
Types 13, 13C, 23 and 27 generated in the County (“Non-Processible Waste”) in order to
maintain safe, adequate and proper disposal services for the citizens on the County and for
the efficient operations of the Authority; and

WHEREAS, on December 2, 2003, the Authority issued Bid Specifications for the
provision of disposal services for Non-Processible Waste; and

WHEREAS, in response to said Bid Specifications, on January 20, 2004, the Authority
received a bid from Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc. (“Waste Management”) and
pursuant to Resolution 17-04 (a copy of which is attached hereto as Appendix A) awarded
a contract to Waste Management at the prices bid as the lowest complying and responsible
bidder, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, for the provision of solid waste
disposal services for Non-Processible Waste; and

WHEREAS, the Authority did on February 11, 2004 adopt Resolution 17-04 a copy of
which is attached hereto as Appendix A, which recommends to the Board of Chosen
Freeholders that the County Plan be amended to designate the transfer stations owned and
operated by Waste Management in the City of Elizabeth at Front Street and the City of Linden
at Lower Road as the disposal facilities to which Non-Processible Waste  is to be directed
pursuant to regulatory waste flow as a result of the procurement of the disposal facilities in
an open, competitive, non-discriminatory and constitutionally-permissible manner, consis-
tent with Atlantic Coast, as described herein.  Furthermore, this Plan Amendment is
intended to supplement the waste flow directives contained herein to allow permitted
Transfer Station/Materials Recovery Facilities (“MRFs”) to accept Non-Processible Waste,
for recycling and delivery of residue to the designated Waste Management facilities, subject
to execution of an agreement with the UCUA and the Union County Bureau of Environmental
Health Enforcement (“UCBEHE”) containing certain material terms and conditions as set
forth herein; and

WHEREAS, a copy of this Ordinance together with the attached Appendix A is available
for public inspection at the Office of the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders at the
Union County Administration Building, Freeholders Meeting Room, Administration Building,
6th Floor, Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey; at the offices of each Municipal Clerk
in the County of Union; and at the offices of the Union County Utilities Authority, 1499 Routes
1 & 9, North, Rahway, New Jersey, during regular business hours; and

WHEREAS, a Public Hearing on the amendment will be held by the Board of Chosen
Freeholders on June 17, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. at which time all persons having an interest in the
amendment will be given an opportunity to be heard and make comments or pose questions
concerning the proposed amendment:

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Union that it hereby approves and adopts the Plan Amendment annexed hereto
and that a certified copy of this Ordinance, as finally adopted and a copy of the transcript of
the public hearing be forwarded to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
for review and certification as provided by law.

This Ordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner provided by law.
The Clerk of the Board shall and is hereby directed to publish a notice in the appropriate

newspapers of such introduction and the holding of a Public Hearing on June 17, 2004 and
shall forward one certified copy, upon final passage, to each Clerk of all Municipalities located
within the County of Union.
1 T - 5/27/04, The Leader Fee: $238.68

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Public notice is hereby given that I, Colleen M. Huehn, Collector of Taxes of the Borough
of Fanwood, County of Union will sell at public auction on TUESDAY, JUNE 15, 2004 in the
Mayor and Council chambers at the Borough Municipal Building, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey at 9:00 o’clock in the morning or at such later time and place to which
said sale may then be adjourned, all of the several lots and parcels of land assessed to the
respective persons whose names are set opposite each respective parcel as the owner
thereof for the total amount of municipal liens chargeable against said lands respectively, in
accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. As computed to the 15th day of June, 2004.

Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of
municipal liens chargeable against each parcel of said land assessed as one parcel, together
with interest and costs to the date of sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest rate of interest
bid, not to exceed 18%. Payment for said parcels shall be made prior to the conclusion of
the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order or other method previously
approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold. Properties for which there are
no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the Borough of Fanwood at an interest
rate of 18%.

At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property with
interest and costs. Payments must be in the form of cash, certified check or money order.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act (N.J.S.A.
58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et seq.), and the
Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.). In addition, the municipality is
precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser who is or may be
in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the Tax
Collector should be notified immediately.

The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:

BLK LOT OWNER NAME PROPERTY LOCATION TOTAL DUE

26 51 Kiss, Joseph & Evelyn 24 Mary Lane $  2,206.75
33 16 Rota, Peter & Merrilee 28 Russell Road $       38.89
46 10 Sheppard, Carol & William 225 Tillotson Road $  9,301.69

55 10 SJF Real Estate Holding Ltd 65 South Avenue $  4,706.64
98 1.02 Pizzolato, Elsie 621 Terrill Road $  6,094.37
105 25 Pierce, Clayton & Evelyn 3 Robin Road $  8,856.92

116 75.01 Terry, Janet P. 4 Saville Row $10,436.05
120 4 Felton, James 13 Jefferson Avenue $     216.06

Colleen M. Huehn
Collector of Taxes

4 T - 5/20, 5/27, 6/3, 6/10/04, The Times Fee: $314.16

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at 10:00 AM
prevailing time on Monday, June 14, 2004,
for the

“2004 IMPROVEMENT OF
ELM STREET IN THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, NEW JER-
SEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.

The major items of work under this con-
tract include, but are not limited to, the
following in estimated quantities:

9,000 square yards of 4 inch thick stabi-
lized base course

9,000 square yards of 2 inch thick surface
course

3,925 cubic yards of roadway excavation,
unclassified

3,100 linear feet of granite block curbing
2,080 square feet of 4 inch thick concrete

walk
3,325 square feet of 6 inch thick concrete

walk
100 square yards of bituminous concrete

driveway repair
Reset 9 manhole frames

The successful bidder is hereby ad-
vised that construction must be com-
pleted no later than August 27, 2004.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00.  Each bid must also
be accompanied by a Surety Company
Certificate stating that said Surety company
will provide the bidder with the required
Performance bond in the full amount of the
Contract, by a Non-Collusion Affidavit and
a Contractor’s Qualification Statement,
Statement of Ownership, on the forms in-
cluded in and explained in the contract
documents.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975 supple-
ment to the law against discrimination (Af-
firmative Action) and must pay workmen
the prevailing wage rates promulgated by
the New Jersey State Department of Labor
and Industry for this project, copies of which
are on file in the Office of the Town engi-
neer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured at the office of the Town Engineer,
Public Works Center, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey.  The non-
refundable cost of contract documents is
$50.00 made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid in cash or
certified check. The Mayor and Council
reserve the right to reject any bid, and to
waive any informality in any bid, if in the
interest of the Town, it is deemed advisable
to do so.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer

1 T - 5/27/04, The Leader Fee: $68.85

 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Expect More 
 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD LEVEL 2003   

This charming 7 Room Colonial home on a quiet Westfield 

street offers an updated Kitchen, Family Room, 2 fireplaces, 

Living Room with cathedral ceiling, hardwood floors, Screened 

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

Elegant is this 8 room Cape Cod home in Westfield.  It boasts a 

gourmet Eat-in Kitchen, luxurious new baths, sauna, steam shower, 

wet bar, 4 fireplaces and rear yard inspired by the Beverly Hills Hotel 

and overlooking the Park.  (WSF0397)             Offered for $995,000.  

This charming 9 Room English Colonial home is located on a 

tree-lined Westfield street close to schools, downtown and 

NYC transportation. It boasts an updated Eat-in Kitchen, 

formal Dining Room, Living Room with fireplace, Family 

Room, Recreation Room, fenced yard, hardwood floors, 3 new 

Bathrooms and more!  (WSF 0388)           Offered for $715,000. 

This completely renovated, custom built 4 Bedroom Cottage style 

home is nestled in the heart of the prestigious Gardens section of 

Westfield. Exemplifying quality craftsmanship and magnificent 

appointments, this fine home represents the ideal combination of 

classic detail and modern convenience and luxury.  Call today for 

elevations and plans.  (WSF 0386)                 Offered for $1.5 Million 

CLASSIFIEDS
GARAGE SALE

Friday & Saturday
May 28 - 29 from 10 to 4

235 Benson Place, Westfield

GARAGE SALE

Moving & Block Sale
Saturday, 6/5, 8am

Harrison Ave, Westfield

FOR SALE

POOL TABLE
7 ft, 1 in slate top, drop pocket.
4 y/o, oak w/red felt. 4 sticks/
bridge. Will dismantle but no

del. $700 neg. (908) 216-1362

HOUSE FOR RENT

Mountainside - 1 bedroom house,
private driveway, kitchen,
livingroom, new bath, washer/
dryer, new refrigerator. No pets.
$1000/month + 1 month security.

(909) 233-4396

HELP WANTED

College Student needed to work
with teen in Westfield -  PT.

June 18 - July 6 and/or Aug 23-
Sept 8. Must have car.
Call Jill (908) 654-7096

BAY HEAD, NJ  RENTAL

3 BR, 2 full bath cottage, a/c,
close to beach/town.

Available August
$6k per month or $3000/2 wks.

(203) 662-0247

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Mature, organized, detail-oriented
individual wanted FT for busy P.R./
special events firm in Scotch
Plains. Must be proficient in
Microsoft Word and Excel. Excel-
lent phone manner required. Sal-
ary range upper $20’s + benefits.
Fax resume to (908) 322-5802 or
email: sdyckman@evergreenpr.com.

RETAIL BUSINESS FOR SALE

Lots of Potential
Great Opportunity
For Right Person!

Gif t  baskets, nuts, candy,
chocolate, gourmet and more!
Retail, Corporate and Internet
sales. Get in now and plan for
the busy holiday fall season.
Low overhead, shared space
with Flower Shop in Scotch
Plains. $12,000 plus inventory
at cost takes all. Call Ray at
(908) 322-7388 for more info.

VACATION HOUSE FOR RENT

On Lake George, Huletts Landing
NY. New 3 bdrm 2 bth. Great views
of lake and golf course. Sleeps 8.
Includes green fees. $1200 per
week. Call John (908) 518-7774
email: jgmiller1965 at hotmail.com

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE

Experienced and responsible 20
year old college student looking
for a M-F summer babysitting job.
References available. Call Jessica
at (908) 313-2825.

CAR FOR SALE

2002 GRAND AM GT; 40,000mi
Nicely Equipped, Excellent Cond.
$12,500 or B/O call Mari or Ric

(908) 686-5504

DESK FOR SALE

1940’s OAK DESK & CHAIR
(908) 928-9272

PT SUMMER HELP

Scotch Plains - Responsible
college student or adult wanted
to help transport children ages
10 & 12 to local camp 9am -

12noon, Monday-Friday.
Call (908) 232-3175

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers

SUMMER RENTAL

Long Beach Island
4 Bedrooms,

1 house from Ocean
Call (908) 233-6751

evenings only

HELP WANTED

Waitstaff and kitchen staff for local
restaurant. Flexible hours,
competitive salary. Experience
required. Ask for Tim 10:00am-
3:00pm (908) 232-7320

HOUSE CLEANING

Sit back and relax!
Let me do the cleaning for you!

Ref, 8 years exp, English
speaking. Call Christine at

(908) 527-6261.

DOG SITTING SERVICES

Will come to your home
to feed, walk and play

while you’re away.
Call (908) 232-9491

OFFICE SPACE

WESTFIELD
1800 sq. ft., 2nd floor

5 parking spaces
$2,700 per month
(908) 232-2116

HELP WANTED

Day Camp Counselors: No nights
or weekends (except training).
Boys’ group counselors,
lifeguards, instructors for karate,
canoe, rollerblade, tennis, asst.
woodworking. Must be High
School grad. Teachers, college
students welcome.

(908) 647-0664
rvrbnd1@aol.com
or apply online at

www.campriverbend.bunk1.com

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE

Experienced, responsible
babysitter available evenings and
weekends. EMT and CPR
certified. References available.

Call Lauren after 5 p.m.
(908) 380-7944

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

TAKE NOTICE that an application has
been made to the Municipal Clerk of the
Town of Westfield, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, for a Place to
Place transfer (Expansion of Premises) of
Plenary Retail Consumption License 2020-
33-027-001 heretofore issued to Echo Lake
Country Club, for premises located at 515
Springfield Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey
for purposes of expanding the premises to
provide poolside service and remaining prop-
erty.

The persons who hold an interest in this
license are: Officers - 2004

President - Bruce S. Nelson
Vice President - Daniel F. Lynch
Secretary/Treasurer - Francis I. Perier,

Jr.
Asst. Secretary/Treasurer - Katherine

Rose
BOARD OF TRUSTEES:
Robert Cockren, 520 Sherwood Park-

way, Westfield, New Jersey 07090
William Dowd, 1101 Wychwood Road,

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
James B. Flynn, 524 Cory Place,

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Peter Harley, 521 Topping Hill Road,

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Daniel F. Lynch, 12 East Gate Square,

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
John S. Murphy, 2 Makatom Drive,

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Bruce S. Nelson, 1822 Lamberts Mill

Road, Scotch Plains, New Jersey  07076
Michael J. Oster, 5 Cherry Lane,

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Francis I. Perier, Jr., 3 Plymouth Road,

Summit, New Jersey  07901
Austin B. Sayre, Jr., 15 Canterbury Lane,

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Douglas F. Sheehan, 480 Topping Hill

Road, Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Roger Taylor, 31 Lee Lane, Summit,

New Jersey  07901
William P. Taylor III, 720 Belvidere Av-

enue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Cornelius Vanderbilt, 541 Colonial Av-

enue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Stuart M. Williams, 18 Trails End Court,

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Plans of the proposed licensed premises

may be examined at the office of the Munici-
pal Clerk.

Objections, if any, should be made in
writing to Bernard A Heeney, Municipal Clerk
of the Town of Westfield, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey.

Echo Lake Country Club
515 Springfield Avenue

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
1 T - 5/27
& 6/3/04, The Leader Fee: $108.12

AUTO FOR SALE

‘93 Lexus ES300,
Good Condition, 91K, New
Wheels, New Battery, New

Carburetor. $6000
(908) 490-0454

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, May 25, 2004 the following ordinance
entitled:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER VII OF THE GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ENTITLED ‘TRAFFIC’

was adopted on second and final reading,
AND

ORDINANCE CREATING A
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT FOR SCOTCH
PLAINS BUSINESS COMMU-
NITY

was considered and the public hearing
will be Continued on June 22, 2004 at 8 p.m.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 5/27/04, The Times Fee: $22.95
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Resident Would Like to See Speed
Enforcement on Woodland Avenue

Last week, the Westfield Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Committee
(PST&P) introduced several recommen-
dations to the council for making parking
friendlier and streets safer for citizens.
These proposals are a continuation of the
work toward solving Westfield’s parking
problems by providing additional alter-
natives for commuters and residents.

Parking in Westfield was unchecked
for years until the creation of the
Westfield Police Department Parking
Services Division (PSD). Since then,
efforts have been made to better man-
age our parking assets. To some, this
PSD management effort has been per-
ceived as an “attack on citizens.” How-
ever, I assure you, this is not my inten-
tion and I do not believe this is the goal
of the council or the PSD.

The PST&P committee has proposed
several approaches to address impor-
tant short-term issues.

PST&P recommends that daily com-
muter permits be sold in the South Av-
enue train station parking lot from 7 to 9
a.m. Available to Westfield residents
only, the price proposed is $5 per day.

In addition, PST&P recommends that
parking in the Watterson and South
Avenue train station lots be free for
anyone after 12 noon. This will provide
an alternative afternoon parking solu-
tion for part-time employees and shop-
pers in the CBD and on South Avenue.

A police officer will be stationed in
the South Avenue parking lot to monitor
the parking conditions and sell the per-
mits. This would have the added benefit
of a visible police presence for the con-
tinued protection of our commuters.

In addition to these efforts, PSD will
continue to adjust our permit oversell
rates to further increase utilization.

Ordinances have been on the books
for years that prohibit overnight park-
ing on any street in the downtown or in
any municipal lot. The police and pub-
lic works departments have recom-
mended the enforcement of this ordi-
nance to provide for better citizen safety
and to streamline street maintenance.

While this may be prudent, it would
be unfair to the residents of the central
business district without providing
them with an alternative.

As such, “Night Hours” are proposed
in Lot 4 located behind Baron’s Drugs.
For approximately $1 dollar per night, a
section of the parking lot will be desig-
nated from 7 p.m. until 8 a.m. for over-
night permit parking for residents in the
central business district. This lot will
continue to provide full parking avail-
ability for downtown businesses and
shoppers during peak use as well as
maintaining evening space for patrons
of restaurants and the movie theatre.

While these changes will not com-
pletely solve Westfield’s parking prob-
lems, they are a good start. The council
will also continue to investigate the
feasibility, need and desire of our citi-
zens to undertake the construction of
parking decks at certain designated
locations around town.

Over the course of the last year, we
have discussed parking issues with
hundreds of citizens who have ex-
pressed their views, opinions and po-
tential solutions regarding parking in
Westfield. These ideas all have some
basis in those conversations, and I thank
each and every person for their thought-
ful input and advice.

For more information, please see
www.jamesfoerst.net or e-mail
jfoerst@westfieldnj.net.

Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the

newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information 

and exciting extras!  Order your copies today!

Please contact cd@goleader.com

or call us at (908) 232-4407

 Visit our website at www.goleader.com

supersearch

By James M. Foerst, 
Westfield Councilman Ward 4

Town Council News

Initiatives For Friendlier Parking
And Safer Westfield Streets

Is Westfield’s ‘Community Friendly’
Police Image Fading?

As we discussed at the traffic meeting
on December 9, 2003, the volume of
traffic and speeds at which cars travel on
Woodland Avenue is out of control. We
have gone back and analyzed Westfield
Police Department radar enforcement
records from July 2003 to February 2004
and the results are shocking! Enforce-
ment of the speed limit (or lack thereof)
as compared to other streets in Westfield
borders is gross negligence of our town
officials and police department. While
we had always suspected this based upon
our daily experiences; the data is over-
whelming.

To refresh your memory, Woodland
Avenue is a narrow (only 25 feet wide)
residential road in a winding like coun-
tryside like setting. About 6,000 vehicles
travel on this road on a typical weekday
with 580 vehicles traveling on Woodland
Avenue per hour, during peak weekday
commuter hours per the Wilbur Smith
Associates (WSA) traffic safety and traf-
fic report October 2003. (WSA report, pg
6). As was discussed at the meeting on
December 9, a comparison of the speed/
volume and enforcement of speed limit
between Woodland Avenue and Lawrence
Avenue in Westfield was reviewed. As
per the WSA study, Woodland Avenue
averages 6,000 vehicles per day com-
pared to only 5,200 vehicles per day on
Lawrence Avenue (a much wider through
fare) or a difference of 800 vehicles per
day or 15 percent additional volume.
(WSA report – Pg 33).

While traffic volume on Woodland
Avenue is 15 percent higher than
Lawrence Avenue the data from the
Westfield police department show that
over the eight month period from July
2003 to February 2004 a total of 218
speeding summonses and written warn-
ings have been issued on Lawrence Av-

enue versus only 49 on Woodland Av-
enue, and as the town’s traffic survey
showed Woodland Avenue has 15 per-
cent more volume. The same survey
showed the cars average speed on both
roads are very comparable.

Lawrence Avenue accounted for 21
percent of all speeding violations issued
in the Town of Westfield over the eight-
month period, while Woodland Avenue
represents less than five percent of the
violations.

In four of the eight months, less than
five summonses and written warnings
(in total), were issued on Woodland
Avenue and the highest month had 13
violations (note the 13 violations were
given in July 2003, when the WSA sur-
vey was being taken with the help of the
Westfield Police Department.) This com-
pares with 61 summonses and written
warnings issued on Lawrence Avenue in
the month of February 2003, alone.

A graph shows the total number of viola-
tions (summonses and written warnings) for
the eight month period for the top 10 ticketed
streets in Westfield, and while Lawrence
Avenue has less volume it is number one in
speed enforcement by an unexplainable wide
margin. Woodland Avenue is ninth on the
list. Lawrence Avenue is almost double the
second highest ticketed street, Rahway Av-
enue at 119 tickets and summonses and
Dudley Avenue at 114.

Rafael (Betancourt), despite our nu-
merous efforts to have this very hazard-
ous situation corrected, real speed en-
forcement and traffic control solutions
have not been put in place.

We wish to arrange a meeting with
you, the mayor and the chief of police to
discuss this situation immediately.

Richard Kender
Westfield

I grew up in Westfield. I work in
Westfield. I live in Westfield. I volun-
teer in Westfield. I care about Westfield.
Westfield is an ideal community to raise
my children in.

My family and I are sincerely grateful
to Chief Tracy and “Westfield’s Finest”
for keeping our streets predominantly,
crime free. A growing concern, how-
ever, widely echoed throughout the town-
ship is the perpetual ticketing bonanza
that has plagued our community over the
last few months.

On Saturday, May 22, I headed down-
town to pick up a few items. While in
queue at a red light on Central Avenue,
a Westfield patrolman in a yellow shirt
approached my vehicle. The patrolman
directed me into an adjacent parking
area. At this time, I asked why I was
being detained.

Evidently, my inquiry was unclear as
an amused officer smiled and sarcasti-
cally advised that he is not “containing”
me. The patrolman then asked if there
was a reason that I was not wearing my
seatbelt. Disgusted by both having for-
gotten to attach my seatbelt as well as
now realizing why I was being detained,
I advised the officer that there was no
reason for not wearing my seatbelt.

As if my response was not sufficient,
the officer then repeated my response to
me in an agitated tone. At this time, I
looked up at the patrolman to read her
nametag. Oddly, she was not wearing
one, and perhaps like my seatbelt, she
had just forgotten it this one time.

As a result, I asked the officer for her
name to which she quickly and dili-
gently spelled “P-E-R-R-O-T-T-A” and

then asked “Did you get all that?” She
then asked me in a clearly agitated tone,
“Do you have a problem?” In an effort to
diffuse the situation, I assured her that I
did not have a problem and then she
walked away from my vehicle.

Predictably, nearly 15 minutes later,
the officer reappeared with a summons
for $45 for my failure to secure a fastened
seatbelt. After advising me that I have a
right to a court hearing, the patrolman
then told me to “have a nice day.”

In the end, she was justified in her
action, as I was guilty of forgetting to
wear my seatbelt that afternoon. Argu-
ably, a warning may have been more
appropriate as I am a Westfield taxpayer
with a clean driving record who has
never been warned prior. Then again,
warnings are only used for speeding on
Lawrence Avenue, not for first time
seatbelt offenders waiting at traffic lights.

What truly bewilders me is what Chief
Tracy accomplishes by allowing a few
officers to squeeze the townspeople. I
am certain that all efforts to create a
“community friendly” police force
evaporate with each parking ticket or
seatbelt promotion. I can only imagine
what next month’s ticketing theme will
be — block party jaywalking?

Clearly, I am not losing focus of what
is important. Again, it is with sincere
appreciation for Chief Tracy and the
Westfield Police Department that our
streets remain safe. As a public relations
reminder though, a little sensitivity to
the townspeople goes a long way.

James Murray
Westfield

Moms Called Police Because of
Umpire’s Behavior, Not Coach’s

I was shocked to read Christine Foley’s
letter to the editor in the May 20 edition
of The Westfield Leader. She was writ-
ing in response to a blurb she read the
previous week in the Police Blotter re-
ferring to an altercation at Gumbert Park
between a coach and umpire that neces-
sitated police intervention.

Ms. Foley was not present at the game
and did not witness the erratic behavior
on the part of the umpire, yet she jumped
to the conclusion that the coaches should
be removed from their positions.

I was at this now infamous baseball
game. I witnessed an umpire looking for
a fight. This umpire was so filled with
rage that at one point he actually threw
down his umpiring-gear and dared one
of the coaches to hit him. It was at this
point that I, along with some other base-
ball moms, called the Westfield Police
Department. We were concerned for the
safety of our coaches.

Ms. Foley did not witness our coaches
handling this difficult situation in an
exemplary manner. She did not see how
the coaches did not take the umpire’s
bait and resort to physical violence. In-
stead these gentlemen attempted to dif-
fuse the situation with words. The

coaches called the game off. The umpire
was either oblivious to the children’s
presence or thought that children wit-
nessing potential adult violence was OK.

I sincerely hope that our coaches will
remain in Westfield baseball. I think
they made every effort to show our chil-
dren how to handle conflicts in a con-
trolled, sportsman-like way. Not only do
I feel comfortable with my son remain-
ing on his existing baseball team, being
coached by his existing coaches, I would
actually request these coaches for next
year.

As for the umpire, I don’t think the
Westfield Baseball Association is a place
for a person with so much anger. I would
certainly do my best to avoid having this
person ump any of my son’s future games.
Barroom behavior has no place in the
Westfield Baseball Association.

As for Ms. Foley, the police blotter is
just a brief account of our police
department’s activity. It is not meant to
supply all the facts needed on which to
base an argument. Sometimes knowing
a bit more information sheds a whole
new light on a situation.

Karen Milrod
Westfield

Peter J. Dugan, Saw Action in the Pacific;
Project Manager at Nuclear Power Plant
Peter J. Dugan of Whiting died on

Monday, May 24, at the Community
Medical Center in Toms River.

Born in Elizabeth, he had lived in
Westfield, Scotch Plains and North
Carolina before relocating to Whiting
10 years ago.

Mr. Dugan had been employed by
the N.P.S. Company of New Jersey as
Project Manager at the S.M.U.D.
Nuclear Power Plant in Herald, Calif.,
retiring in 1989.

A United States Marine, he served
as a sergeant in the Pacific Theater
during World War II. He participated in
the campaigns of Saipan, Tinian,
Roinamur and Iwo Jima.

He was predeceased by his wife,

Mary Kuzma Dugan.
Surviving are two daughters, Sharon

Coughlin of Bedford, N.H. and Cynthia
Batchelder of Cranford; a son, Mark Dugan
of Cranford; a sister, Mary Duncan; two
brothers, Michael Dzugan and Charles
Dzugan, and nine grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was of-
fered yesterday, Wednesday, May 26,
at St. Anne’s Roman Catholic Church
in Garwood.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue in
Cranford.

Memorial donations may be made to
the Marian Helpers of Stockbridge,
Mass. 01263.

May 27, 2004

More Letters to the Editor

– More Obituaries –
Elsie Mae Franklin, 87, Scout Leader;

Had Once Worked For The Times
Surviving are her husband, Richard

E. Franklin; a daughter, Janet Mae
Zahumeny, and two grandchildren.

Funeral services will be at 11 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, May 28, at the First
Baptist Church of Westfield. Com-
mittal will follow at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 7
to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, May 27, at
the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Math Schol-
arship Fund at Roselle Park High
School, 185 West Webster Avenue,
Roselle Park 07204.

May 27, 2004

Elsie Mae Franklin, 87, of
Kenilworth died on Monday, May 24,
at Union Hospital in Union.

Born in Keyport, she had lived in
Mountainside, then in Cranford, be-
fore moving to Kenilworth in 2000.

Mrs. Franklin had worked as a com-
puter typesetter for the Hunterdon County
Democrat and then for The Scotch Plains
Times, prior to retiring in 1977.

She was a member of the First
Baptist Church in Westfield and the
American Baptist Women. During
the 1950s and 1960s, she was a Girl
Scout leader and a Sunday School
teacher in Roselle.

She was predeceased by her son,
Mark Evans Franklin, in 2001.
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

Get Outta
The House
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 & ½ POPCORNS

I have found rationalization for not do-
ing that well when we studied Homer’s
“The Iliad” in English class. Now comes the
bounty of my indolence in the form of
Wolfgang Petersen’s Troy, a rousing, po-
litically astute, and all-around smashing good
time. I didn’t know enough not to thor-
oughly enjoy it.

If I had done better in my studies of “The
Iliad,” I’d instead be spurning Petersen’s
take on the Trojan War as not only inaccu-
rate, but maybe even worse.

Be assured there is a Helen of Troy,
formerly of Greece. Portrayed by Diane
Kruger, she is certainly shipshape, but her
motivation may be a little different now.
Or, more appropriately, as the story goes
this time around, it’s King Agamemnon’s
manipulation of that motivation that
launches those ships and that shapes and
fashions destiny.

The beauty of David Benioff’s script,
“inspired by” as opposed to “based on”
Homer’s “The Iliad,” is how it blends
present-mindedness with a shrewd appre-
ciation of age-old political maxims.

You sense that weariness in Achilles’ bear-
ing. Nicely portrayed by Brad Pitt, he’s not
only the star, but also the plot’s only ambigu-
ous character. It’s more than that famed
dilemma — a short exciting life versus a long
uneventful one — that has our great warrior
conflicted. Of course that’s part of it.

What’s really burning him is the inescap-
able circle of events man is fated to endure.
Confiding in gal pal Briseis (Rose Byrne),
with whom he forms a taboo relationship
only second in import to the cause celebre
love affair shared by Paris and Helen, Achil-
les shows us his two sides.

On the one hand, he gloweringly assails
the meaningless loss of life caused by narcis-
sistic old kings and their egotistical wars.
Yet, he glowingly accedes that Agamemnon
can’t beat the Trojans without him. And
winning the war represents his passageway
to immortality. That, he kind of likes.

The reality of this doesn’t sit well with
Agamemnon. Brilliantly played by Brian
Cox, he is the epitome of governmental
disdain. He’d rather not be reminded of his
dependence on the young hero, a constant
thorn in his royal side. What does the big
showoff know anyway? Sure, Achilles may
be a great fighter. But it’s great leaders that
forge great nations. What does he care about
nations? Therein lies the crux of the plot.

Is this just a sword, sand and sandal epic
… merely but another war movie posing as
one of the greatest classics ever told? Maybe
just a little bit. But not really. A case in point
is the two young rascals I overheard in the
parking lot following a showing of Troy.

Explaining, with total animation, what
they’d just seen to a third cohort about to
enter the theater, they excitedly noted:
“There’s this town the Greeks want to take
over, but it’s got like this real high security
fence.” The comparison to Troy’s impen-
etrable walls may be flabbergasting. But
that Petersen’s edition speaks eloquently to
a younger generation without diluting its
basic ethos or romance is testament not only

to its entertainment value, but to its
uncompromised universality as well.

Remember  in analyzing the genuineness
of this effort, we’re dealing on several levels.
Since “The Iliad” was part of oral tradition,
we will never know how Homer originally
told it, let alone whether he actually wit-
nessed the pantheistic intercession or sim-
ply meant it as a metaphor.

Then when the narrative eventually fell
into learned hands with a facility for writ-
ing, we’re not quite sure what liberties they
felt they were entitled to take in exchange
for putting the poem to papyrus. For all we
know, upon perusing the written form, folks
accustomed to the verbal account might
have gone wild with catcalls of heresy: “That’s
garbage. What are you teaching our kids?
That’s not how it happened at all. What’s
this world coming to? And sheesh, leaving
out the gods…all of them.”

In short, this is a movie. And, as such,
even if the script had been scrutinized,
homogenized and blessed by the keepers of
the flame, it would still be an interpretation.
This isn’t to diminish those noble defenders
of literary orthodoxy. Someone’s got to keep
the North Star in place, just in case we lose
our way.

But art is about experimentation as much as
it is about paying homage. Not to say that we
don’t still require credentials. The contention
here is that while Petersen no doubt steeped
himself in a lot of the real skinny when em-
barking on this project, he is to be congratu-
lated for the route he ultimately chose.

Certainly he could have hired a team of
classics scholars to pen his chronicle … and
probably at a bargain. But then where would
be the risk? What about his fame…his im-
mortality? Besides, Benioff’s version is plenty
rip-roaring.

When Hector, the great Trojan warrior
superbly enacted by Eric Bana, finally faces
off against the illustrious Achilles, it matters
not what we may or may not know. For
we’ve invested considerable emotion into
these two different heroes. Ferried to this
crucial point by a skilled director, we now
find the tension almost too much to bear.

Likewise the big action scenes are thor-
oughly exciting and the sentimental mo-
ments stirring … especially the ones featur-
ing Peter O’Toole as Priam, King of Troy,
father of Hector and Paris. Other good
acting performances abound. Sean Bean
lends a nice touch as Odysseus, the voice of
reason who mediates between Achilles and
Agamemnon.

But it’s the political savvy, tinged with no
small bit of cynicism and nicely symbolized
by Pitt’s vexed hero, which earns the film its
right to veer from the way old Miss
Kretchmeyer taught it to us way back when.

Just as High Noon (1952) surreptitiously
decried McCarthyism, it takes no magnify-
ing glass to realize that the vicious lessons of
war learned in Troy just might be able to
save some lives in the here and now.

* * * * * * *
TroyTroyTroyTroyTroy, rated R, is a Warner Bros. Pictures

release directed by Wofgang Petersen and
stars Brad Pitt, Brian Cox and Eric Bana.
Running time: 163 minutes.

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Originally called Decoration Day,
the Memorial Day holiday was first
celebrated on May 30, 1868, in order to
“decorate” the graves of Civil War sol-
diers. Although the name has changed,
it is still celebrated currently on the last
Monday in May as a federal holiday in
memory of all war dead.

* * * * * * *
The Annual PAnnual PAnnual PAnnual PAnnual Picnicicnicicnicicnicicnic in LaGLaGLaGLaGLaGranderanderanderanderande

PPPPParararararkkkkk will follow the MMMMMemorial Demorial Demorial Demorial Demorial Dayayayayay
PPPPParade,arade,arade,arade,arade,     which will begin in down-
town Scotch Plains from Park Avenue
and Front Street at 10:30 a.m., and
continue along Park and Martine Av-
enues in Fanwood. The parade will end
at Martine and Marion avenues in
Fanwood. Head over to nearby
LaGrande Park, at the corner of
LaGrande Avenue and Second Street
for refreshments served at minimal
cost by the Memorial Day Committee.

* * * * * * *
Rahway’s MMMMMemorial Demorial Demorial Demorial Demorial Day Pay Pay Pay Pay Paradearadearadearadearade

will take place on Sunday, May 30, in
the downtown section, beginning at 1
p.m. On the following day, May 31, you
can participate in the MMMMMayayayayayororororor’’’’’s s s s s TTTTTrrrrrophyophyophyophyophy
5K R5K R5K R5K R5K Run and Hun and Hun and Hun and Hun and Health ealth ealth ealth ealth WWWWWalkalkalkalkalk..... Applica-
tions are available at http://
www.c i t yo f r ahway. com/pd f /
road_race_2004.pdf, or telephone City
Hall at (732) 669-3600.

* * * * * * *
The City of Summit will celebrate

Memorial Day on Monday, May 31,
with a parade starting at 10 a.m. The
parade route will be from DeForest
Avenue to Maple Street ending on the
Village Green. Mayor Jordan Glatt will
greet and introduce the honored guests
and a ceremonial “Laying of “Laying of “Laying of “Laying of “Laying of WWWWWrrrrreathseathseathseathseaths”””””
will be performed.

* * * * * * *
On Sunday, May 30, there will be

perhaps the most “authentic” type of
Memorial Day Service at The New
Jersey Naval Museum, at 1 p.m. While
you are there, tour the USS LING 297USS LING 297USS LING 297USS LING 297USS LING 297,
a 312-foot submarine permanently
berthed at the museum. Guided tours
of the LING are $6 for adults and $3 for
children under 12. Tours are offered
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m., and the last
tour start time is 3:30 p.m. Admission to
the museum building and grounds are
free. The museum is located at 78 River
Street in Hackensack.

NNNNNoldeoldeoldeoldeolde’’’’’s Fs Fs Fs Fs Flute, Plute, Plute, Plute, Plute, Piccolo Piccolo Piccolo Piccolo Piccolo Pupilsupilsupilsupilsupils
Conducted SConducted SConducted SConducted SConducted Special Rpecial Rpecial Rpecial Rpecial Recitalecitalecitalecitalecital

REED MASTERS…Various notable works were performed by flute and piccoloREED MASTERS…Various notable works were performed by flute and piccoloREED MASTERS…Various notable works were performed by flute and piccoloREED MASTERS…Various notable works were performed by flute and piccoloREED MASTERS…Various notable works were performed by flute and piccolo
students of Clarissa Nolde of Westfield during an annual recital on May 17.students of Clarissa Nolde of Westfield during an annual recital on May 17.students of Clarissa Nolde of Westfield during an annual recital on May 17.students of Clarissa Nolde of Westfield during an annual recital on May 17.students of Clarissa Nolde of Westfield during an annual recital on May 17.

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The annual recital
by the flute and piccolo students of
Clarissa Nolde of Westfield was held
on the evening of May 17.

The concert opened with Scotch

Plains residents Justine Valdes and
Hannah Markey, performing works
by Mozart and Haydn.

Rachel Friedman and Sara
Birkenthal,  both students at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield, presented works by
Handel and Bach. Next, Sara teamed
up with Melissa Riegel, a sixth grader
at Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield, to perform a Handel trio
sonata.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood juniors
Kaitlin Carman and Sarah Schwartz
collaborated in a performance of
Gossec’s Tambourin. Sarah’s solo se-
lection was the Mozart Rondo in D
and Kaitlin chose “Autumn” from
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons.

Kaitlin is a member of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School wind en-
semble. Christina Rosa, who is also a
member of the ensemble, performed
the Minuet and Spirit Dance by Gluck.

Christina and her lesson partner,
Lydia Foresti of South Plainfield, per-
formed the “Flower Duet” from Lakmé
by Delibes. Lydia is participating in
her second year as a New Jersey Youth
Symphony Flute Forum member. She
was featured as soloist in the
Brandenburg Concerto No. 4 this sea-
son with the Young Player’s Philhar-
monic. Lydia’s solo was the Concertino

by Chaminade.
Nicole Spera and Alison Ricardo,

both sixth graders at Edison Interme-
diate, performed movements of con-
certos by Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach

and Mozart. Yixiao Wang, a sixth grader
at Roosevelt Intermediate, played a
movement from a Vivaldi concerto.
Nicole, Alison and Yixiao are all mem-
ber so the New Jersey Youth Sym-
phony Flute Choir.

Yixiao also participated in this year’s
Region II Band. Alison and Nicole,
who are both piccolo players, per-
formed as an ensemble in Two Little
Finches, a work for two piccolos and
piano by Kling.

Nolde and Mia Laine of Princeton
provided the piano accompaniment.

Fine Art & Crafts at
Nomahegan Park

JEWELRY • CLOTHING • GLASS • WOOD • FIBER • TOYS • LEATHER

FOLK ART • PHOTOGRAPHY • FURNITURE • METAL

 GREAT FOOD • FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT-CARNABY STEET BAND

Co-sponsored by Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders &
Department of Parks & Recreation and Rose Squared, Inc.

RAIN or SHINE•FREE•GSP to exit 138, west 2 miles
or Rt.22 to Rt.577 South 1.3 miles; follow signs

908-874-5247 OR WWW.ROSESQUARED.COM

SPRINGFIELD AVE, CRANFORD,
ACROSS FROM UNION COUNTY COLLEGE

JUNE 5-6
10 A.M.-5 P.M • FREE • Rain or Shine

Tapestry bags by Louise Lochiatto
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Gil Scott ChapmanGil Scott ChapmanGil Scott ChapmanGil Scott ChapmanGil Scott Chapman

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Gil Scott
Chapman, 13, of Westfield was re-
cently selected by audition to study
piano for four weeks this summer at
the Interlochen Center for the Arts in
Interlochen, Mich.

In addition to his acceptance at the
center, he performed Rachmanioff ’s
Prelude in C Minor at the Interna-
tional Concert Alliance’s Fifth Annual
Young People’s Piano Competition
Winner’s Concert at CAMI Hall in
New York City on May 23.

Gil will return to CAMI Hall on
May 24 for a New York Youth Sym-
phony “Making Score” concert to per-
form his composition, “Trio in G
Major,” with fellow New York Youth
Symphony chamber musicians, Katie
LeClair and Jonathan Tindall.

Finally, Gil will perform Ernesto
Nazareth’s “Tango” at The Piano Teach-
ers Society of America Winner’s recital

Local StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal Stars
WWWWWestfield Bestfield Bestfield Bestfield Bestfield Band to Raise Fand to Raise Fand to Raise Fand to Raise Fand to Raise Fundsundsundsundsunds
FFFFFor ‘I Hor ‘I Hor ‘I Hor ‘I Hor ‘I Havavavavave a De a De a De a De a Drrrrreameameameameam’ P’ P’ P’ P’ Prrrrrojectojectojectojectoject

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield-
based rock band, Pick an Exit, will
begin a national tour on Memorial

Day weekend, with the first show at
Ultrasound Lounge in Levittown, N.Y.
on Saturday, May 29.

The band consists of Westfield High
School graduates Evan Statton (piano/
vocals), Brian Chiger (guitar), James
Reber (bass), and Dave Napiorski
(drums).

Dave is currently a student at

Rutgers, James is attending the
Berklee School of Music in Boston,
Evan is a television and film student

at the Tisch School for the
Arts at New York University,
and Brian recently gradu-
ated from the University of
Rochester.

Pick an Exit’s CD,
“Unsatisfaction Drives Us,”
includes all original music by
Statton and Napiorski. The
CD was recorded at Water
Music in Hoboken and will
soon be available at
www.pickanexit.com. Tracks
from the record are currently
available on the site.

The band is touring to raise
money for the “I Have a

Dream” Project in Plainfield, which
helps children from low-income areas
reach their education and career goals
by providing a long-term program of
mentoring, tutoring and enrichment
with an assured opportunity for higher
education.

Pick an Exit will donate all tour
profits to this project.

EXIT TO SUCCESS…Members of the band,EXIT TO SUCCESS…Members of the band,EXIT TO SUCCESS…Members of the band,EXIT TO SUCCESS…Members of the band,EXIT TO SUCCESS…Members of the band,
Pick an Exit, pictured, left to right, are: DavidPick an Exit, pictured, left to right, are: DavidPick an Exit, pictured, left to right, are: DavidPick an Exit, pictured, left to right, are: DavidPick an Exit, pictured, left to right, are: David
Napiorski, James Reber, Evan Statton and BrianNapiorski, James Reber, Evan Statton and BrianNapiorski, James Reber, Evan Statton and BrianNapiorski, James Reber, Evan Statton and BrianNapiorski, James Reber, Evan Statton and Brian
Chiger.Chiger.Chiger.Chiger.Chiger.

HOOK, LINE AND SINKER…This fish sculpture, designed with hundreds ofHOOK, LINE AND SINKER…This fish sculpture, designed with hundreds ofHOOK, LINE AND SINKER…This fish sculpture, designed with hundreds ofHOOK, LINE AND SINKER…This fish sculpture, designed with hundreds ofHOOK, LINE AND SINKER…This fish sculpture, designed with hundreds of
orange plastic spoons by Westfield High Art 3 student Courtney Franko,caught theorange plastic spoons by Westfield High Art 3 student Courtney Franko,caught theorange plastic spoons by Westfield High Art 3 student Courtney Franko,caught theorange plastic spoons by Westfield High Art 3 student Courtney Franko,caught theorange plastic spoons by Westfield High Art 3 student Courtney Franko,caught the
crow’d’s attention at the district’s recent art show. First graders from McKinleycrow’d’s attention at the district’s recent art show. First graders from McKinleycrow’d’s attention at the district’s recent art show. First graders from McKinleycrow’d’s attention at the district’s recent art show. First graders from McKinleycrow’d’s attention at the district’s recent art show. First graders from McKinley
School are hooked by the artistic ability of Courtney’s design.School are hooked by the artistic ability of Courtney’s design.School are hooked by the artistic ability of Courtney’s design.School are hooked by the artistic ability of Courtney’s design.School are hooked by the artistic ability of Courtney’s design.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Jenny Cline
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The religious beliefs of the Amish
are captured in “Just Like Mama” by
Beverly Lewis (Bethany House,
2002). The heartwarming text com-
pliments the beautiful and realistic
illustrations of the “Plain People”
and makes this book a winner
whether it is read on one’s own, or
read aloud to.

As I study my childhood picture
books, I find it hard to believe that

some of them were ever published.
The standards of children’s publish-
ing have increased over the years.
None of the aforementioned books
contains the simplicity of words and
pictures of the picture books I grew
up reading, and for today’s young
reader, this is a wonderful thing.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Book Nook

at Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall
on May 30.

Gil is an eighth grader at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield,
where he plays the alto saxophone in
the school band and the jazz band.He
has studied piano with Dr. Loretta
Jankowski of Mountainside for eight
years.

AAAAAwarwarwarwarward-Wd-Wd-Wd-Wd-Winninginninginninginninginning
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Maria Mazziotti

Gillan, author of six books of poems as
well as co-editor of the acclaimed literary
anthologies Unsettling America, will be a
guest poet at Westfield High School on
Thursday, June 3.

Her visit is made possible due to a
grant awarded
to English
teacher Eliza-
beth Muller by
the Education
Fund of
Westfield.

Gillan will
conduct a po-
etry reading for
selected English
classes, as well
as a poetry workshop. The poetry read-
ing will be taped for subsequent airing
on Channel 36.

At the close of the day, faculty from
the high school, as well as the interme-
diate and elementary schools, will have
an opportunity to participate in the
workshop.

In commenting on Gillan’s upcom-
ing visit, Muller said, “It will be an
exciting day. The English department
is truly indebted to the Education Fund
for continuing their support for this
visiting poet event.”

Gillan is the recipient of numerous
book awards, as well as the National
Education Association’s American Lit-
erary Translator’s Award and two fel-
lowships from the New Jersey State
Council of the Arts.

She has appeared on National Public
Radio’s “All Things Considered” and
Leonard Lopate’s “Books and Co.” Her
books of poetry include “Winter Light,”
“The Weather of Old Seasons,” “Tak-
ing Back My Name,” “Things My
Mother Told Me,” “Where I Come
From,” and “Italian Women in Black
Dresses.”

She is the editor of the Paterson
Literary Review and the founder and
director of the Poetry Center at Passaic
County Community College in Pater-
son, as well as a professor at
Binghampton University of the State
University of New York.

Little OLittle OLittle OLittle OLittle Opera Copera Copera Copera Copera Co.....
SSSSSlates Flates Flates Flates Flates Frrrrree Oee Oee Oee Oee Operaperaperaperapera
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Little Opera

Company (LOC) of New Jersey, a
division of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts (NJWA), will present an
evening of operatic hits conducted by
Robert Butts on Thursday, June 10, at
7:30 p.m. in Mindowaskin Park in
Westfield.

The public performance is a rare
opportunity to hear this group per-
form for free.

The tux and gowned program will
spotlight music by Donizetti, Puccini,
Mascagni, Leoncavallo, Rossini,
Bellini, and Mozart.

The evening’s professional opera
singers will include bass-baritone Is-
rael Pessoa, a regular lead baritone at
the Sao Paulo Opera House in Brazil,
soprano Kam Cheng, whose Broad-
way credits include La Boheme, The
King & I, and Miss Saigon, and Juan
Pineda, who was last heard as Calaf in
the LOC’s Turandot.

The program will also feature the
LOC Young Artist Program and adult
ensemble.

This is the first time that opera will
be presented as part of the Westfield
Park & Recreation Department’s sum-
mer concert series. The LOC hopes
the concert will hopefully become an
annual event.

The LOC’s 2004-2005 fully staged
opera season that begins in September
will include Mozart’s Cosi Fan Tutte,
Verdi’s Un Ballo un Maschera, and
Donizetti’s L’Elisir d’amore.

For more information about the
LOC, please call the NJWA at (908)
789-9696.

Maria Mazziotti GillanMaria Mazziotti GillanMaria Mazziotti GillanMaria Mazziotti GillanMaria Mazziotti Gillan

pated with Symphony Pro Musica, a
semi-professional orchestra that pro-
duces symphonic music from the 18th,
19th, and 20th centuries.

“I really enjoyed being ‘in the or-
chestra pit,’” Cline said.

Her musical talents also lend them-
selves to vocal expression. While in
Worcester, Cline was a member of the
Sudbury Savoyards, a 100 percent vol-
unteer organization that produces Gil-
bert and Sullivan productions and do-
nates the proceeds to charity.

As a member of the Musical Club of
Westfield, Cline performs for mem-
bers several times a year. She plays
piccolo for the Summit Symphony,
and flute for the Madrigal Singers, a
Westfield group that sings in the style
of European Renaissance.

As a freelance musician, she plays
the flute in a musical trio for events
and parties.

Cline juggles her musical interests
with being a wife to her husband,
John, and a mother to her children,
Brendan, Devin and Kierin. All three
of Cline’s sons are following in the
footsteps of their musically inclined
mother.

Brendan plays the violin and now
plays guitar, Devin plays violin and
Kierin the flute.

An active volunteer at her children’s
schools, when time allows, Cline en-
joys quilting and reading.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Three Sopranos Ready for Rome
mediate School (EIS) in Westfield,
Julie is the daughter of Dr. and Mrs.
Stephen Daurio of Westfield. At EIS,
she plays cello in the orchestra.

Julie has performed the roles of
Deborah Sue in Bye Bye Birdie, Vir-
ginia in Oklahoma, a postulant in The
Sound of Music, an orphan in the

Baker Ballroom production of Annie,
and a soloist in the Songs of the
Spirit Coffeehouse Production. She
has also appeared in the Townsquare
Playhouse production of Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat.

She studies cello privately with Carl
Baron, dance at the Center of Dance
Education in Clark, and piano with
Jeannette Ferrell Maraffi at the APS.

Julie performed previously in Rome
in the Donizetti opera E’lisir D’Amore
(The Elixir of Love) as a member of the
Rome Festival’s Young Artists in Rome
program.

“I was very happy when I received
the letter telling me that I was ac-
cepted. I really didn’t expect to get
picked,” shared Mia. “I can’t wait to
get on that plane, be in Rome and start
singing.” She added that the experi-
ence will not only provide her with an
opportunity to sing in an opera, but
will shine positively on a resume.

“It will show that I’m serious about
singing,” she noted. “because I’ve ac-
tually gone to another country to study
opera.”

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Sal
Pafumi of Westfield, Mia has held
roles in Oklahoma and The Sound of
Music. She recently performed the
role of Rosie in the EIS production of
Bye Bye Birdie. An active soloist in the
choir at the Church of the Holy Trin-
ity in Westfield, Mia also studies pi-
ano.

Mia is also an eighth grader at EIS.
She has attended the Paper Mill Play-
house Intensive Summer Camp.

Julie, Mia and Laura are all stu-
dents at the APS, which is under the
direction of Mrs. Maraffi and Molly
Barber.

A soprano, Mrs. Maraffi established
an international reputation as a per-
forming musician before establishing
her teaching studio in New Jersey.
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MOVING TO THE BEAT…Students at Hillcrest Academy in Scotch PlainsMOVING TO THE BEAT…Students at Hillcrest Academy in Scotch PlainsMOVING TO THE BEAT…Students at Hillcrest Academy in Scotch PlainsMOVING TO THE BEAT…Students at Hillcrest Academy in Scotch PlainsMOVING TO THE BEAT…Students at Hillcrest Academy in Scotch Plains
participate in the popular dance program funded by the Union County Board ofparticipate in the popular dance program funded by the Union County Board ofparticipate in the popular dance program funded by the Union County Board ofparticipate in the popular dance program funded by the Union County Board ofparticipate in the popular dance program funded by the Union County Board of
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grant. Professional dance teachers from the Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperativegrant. Professional dance teachers from the Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperativegrant. Professional dance teachers from the Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperativegrant. Professional dance teachers from the Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperativegrant. Professional dance teachers from the Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperative
Theatre (WYACT) provide instruction.Theatre (WYACT) provide instruction.Theatre (WYACT) provide instruction.Theatre (WYACT) provide instruction.Theatre (WYACT) provide instruction.

By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Picture books … glorious picture
books! For many of us, they were an
integral part of our childhood, our
entrée into the world of reading.

Once solely produced for enter-
tainment, today’s picture books are
recognized for the
role they play in
reading and lan-
guage develop-
ment, providing a
sophisticated new
focus absent from
the picture books
of yesteryear.

Bill Shireman,
President of Glo-
bal Futures and
Future 500, a business environmen-
tal group, and his 10-year-old daugh-
ter Samantha have written “If the
World Ran out of B’s” (Beyond Words
Publishing, 2002). Bicycles turn into
“icycles” and birthday into “irthday”
in this cleverly written and boldly
illustrated picture book that helps
children understand the relationship
between letters and sounds. This
selection is highly recommended for
beginning readers.

Napoleon Publishing has re-re-
leased “Norbert Nipkin and the
Magic Riddle Stone” by Robert
McConnell. Another book in the
Norbert Nipkin series, this book will
be enjoyed by older elementary age
children who will see the humor in
Grogs, Args and Zlogs.

Another relatively recent idea in
book publishing is the nonfiction
picture book — information intense
books that provide facts or history to
real-life people, places and things.
These books span the range of reader
interest, as well as ability.

“Charles Darwin: The Tree of Life”
by Peter Sis (Farrar, Straus and

Giroux, 2003), a Caldecott Honor
Book as well as an American Library
Association Notable Book, extends
the idea of a picture book to slightly
below the realm of an encyclopedia.

Darwin regretted his lack of artis-
tic ability, so he described every-
thing he saw. The author uses

Darwin’s letters, journals and
diaries to create his own
drawings to tell the story of
Darwin’s life.

Another example of a non-
fiction picture book is “The
Deep Sea Floor” by Sneed
Collard, 3rd (Charlesbridge,
2003).  Children who are
curious about the world can
“dive” into pages and pages
of facts and illustrations

about the deep sea and its creatures.
Author, illustrator and publisher,

Robert Brown (Brown Trout Pub-
lishers, Inc., 1995) believes in giving
two books for the price of one. He
has released his “Brown’s Back-to-

Back Children’s Series” of oversized
books that tell a different story from
front to back, and back to front.

Volume One contains “Only I
Am,” a rhyming story about an alli-
gator swallowing the universe, and
“The Fairy Door,” a book of imagi-
nations run wild.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Not only are Julie
Daurio, Mia Pafumi and Laura
Schwab close friends, but the
Westfield sopranos share the honor of
being tapped by American Perfor-
mance Studios vocal instructor
Jeannette Ferrell Maraffi to partici-
pate in the Young Artists Program of
the Rome Festival in Rome, Italy this
summer.

An annual event, the festival is
designed to give a select group of
talented young performers through-
out the country the opportunity to
perform with an international cast of
musicians in various historic venues
throughout Rome.

Additionally, the trio will be fea-
tured in a benefit recital and recep-
tion at the First Baptist Church in
Westfield on Saturday, June 5, at 7:30
p.m. The concert is free and open to
the public.

During the benefit concert in
Westfield, Julie and Mia, both 14,
and Laura, 15, will perform two trios
from Mozart’s The Magic Flute, Ital-
ian and French songs, Broadway tunes
and some jazz favorites.

Tax-deductible donations made
during the June 5 concert will be used
to defray the young artists’ expenses
in Rome.

At the Rome Festival, the sopranos
will perform the roles of the spirits in
Mozart’s Die Zauberflote in German,
fully-staged, with orchestra.

“I love working with professionals
and I’m excited to have seniority
around me to learn from,” Laura told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Especially elated that she will have
the opportunity to travel around Italy
with her friends, Laura noted that the
festival involves rigorous training,
which has helped her become a better
singer.

Though she hasn’t had many
chances to participate in staged op-
eras, Laura was pleased to be chal-
lenged by reaching high notes and
learning the complexities and intrica-
cies of the German language for Die
Zauberflote.

According to Maraffi, it is impor-
tant for young singers to sing in for-
eign languages, to experience the cul-
ture where so much of great literature
of opera and song was written, and to
also nurture and protect the voice
while it is developing.

“The Magic Flute and the music
sung by the spirits is perfect for the
adolescent voice,” said Maraffi.
“Mozart wrote this with young
‘knaben’ or little cherubs in mind,
and the girls voices are wonderful.
The orchestration is light and the

opera festival acoustics are excellent,
so they will be easily heard.”

A freshman at Westfield High
School, Laura is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. William Schwab of
Westfield. She has portrayed Amahl
in Menotti’s Amahl and the Night

Visitors and Brigitta in The Sound of
Music. She was a soloist in the bridal
chorus in the New Jersey Concert
Opera’s production of von Weber’s
Der Freischutz.

A featured soloist in the Christmas
special by Westfield composer Paul
Somers, Laura was also the songbird
soloist with the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra and the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra during the Westfield
Bach Festival. She has performed with
the New Jersey State Regional
Women’s Chorus, the Westfield High
School Chorus, and is a featured so-
loist in the choir at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield.

While attending Edison Intermedi-
ate School, Laura was a member of the
Broadway Singers, performed in Okla-
homa, The Sound of Music, and par-
ticipated in the New Jersey Middle
School Pilot Opera program. Laura,
who studies dance at the Center for
Dance Education, is an accomplished
pianist.

Having attended the Rome Festival
two summers ago, Julie understands
the value of the experience.

She told The Leader/Times that
working with well-respected and re-
nowned professionals from the United
States and Italy has helped her to appre-
ciate her craft. In addition, she learned
how to become “a character” as part of
a chorus atmosphere at the festival. She
translated this experience to her work
in community theatre upon her return.

An eighth grader at Edison Inter-
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y — Each year, the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and the Cultural Arts and
Heritage Commission award mon-
ies to various arts and education
organizations in the immediate area.

The decision to grant money to
qualified groups is difficult, as many
applications are submitted through-
out the year.

Monmouth County
resident Garry
Grimsley, who has
worked in the
Union County
education system
for over 20 years,
understood the diffi-
culty of applying for fund-
ing. However, his passion for teach-
ing, especially teaching “at risk” stu-
dents, inspired him to reach out.

Now the Director of Vocational
Education and Special Projects at
the Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission, Grimsley pio-
neered a professional dance program
for over 60 students attending
Hillcrest Academy in Scotch Plains.

In conjunction with the Westfield
Young Artists’ Cooperative Theatre,
Inc. (WYACT), Grimsley’s program
offers a unique curriculum to the
students.

Professional dance instructors, pro-
vided by WYACT, teach a variety of
dance styles to the teens, including
modern, African, jazz, hip-hop and
ballet. The students attend dance
classes twice a week throughout the
school year.

While doing research several years
ago, Grimsley learned that dance
programs in the Los Angeles area
were having an extremely positive
effect on troubled teenagers.

Grimsley wanted to develop a simi-
lar program in Union County, and
decided to apply to the Cultural Arts
and Heritage Commission for sup-
port.

That was three years ago, and
Grimsley is very happy. The pro-

gram is growing and he can defi-
nitely see a positive change in the
students.

“Every year, the students get bet-
ter,” he told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “The confidence that they
gain is evident.”

He applauds the WYACT instruc-
tors who, he admitted, have a diffi-
cult job. Developing a rapport with

the teens is quite an under-
taking, but the teachers

from WYACT have a
knack for connect-
ing with students
through the art of
dance.

Each year, the stu-
dents perform at the

New Jersey Teen Arts Festi-
val at Union County College and
plans are in development to do a
yearly production at Hillcrest Acad-
emy.

Grimsley hopes that funding will
always be possible, but he is realistic.

“We just keep hoping,” he said.
He is busy at work now develop-

ing the Community Work Experi-
ence Summer Program. This par-
ticular program benefits the students
by allowing them to explore work
possibilities in the area.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Although she
did not formally begin studying the
flute until she was 12 years old,
Westfield resident and member of
the Musical Club of Westfield, Jenny
Cline, believes that even as a toddler,
she was drawn to the instrument.

“My earliest memory is being at-
tracted to a contemporary piece of
art showing a flutist,” she said. “Be-
cause of this, my mother said I was
destined to be a flutist.”

Born in Texas, Cline, the daugh-
ter of an Air Force pilot, lived in nine
schools in 13 years. At that time, as
the family settled down in Virginia,
she began studying the flute.

Eventually, Cline went on to earn
a bachelor’s degree in music with
concentration on the flute from

Northwestern University in Chicago.
There, she studied under Walfrid
Kujala, the Principal Piccolist for
the Chicago Symphony for 47 years.

Cline is currently a flute instruc-
tor at the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts in Westfield, where she
instructs approximately 40 students.
She is especially pleased to see boys
become interested in the flute.

“Among children there is a mis-
conception that the flute is a ‘girl’s’
instrument,” she said.

Prior to moving to Westfield 13
years ago, Cline lived in Worcester,
Mass., where she was also an active
member of the musical community.
As a freelance musician, she partici-

Jenny ClineJenny ClineJenny ClineJenny ClineJenny Cline
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — On May 16, the
Westfield Art Association (WAA) held
a business meeting during which the
slate of Officers and Members-at-Large
was voted upon by WAA members.

The following individuals were
elected to fill the positions indicated:
President, Barbara Schwinn; First
Vice President, S. Allyn Schaeffer;
Second Vice President, Linda
Blauvelt; Corresponding Secretary,
Francesca Azzara; Recording Secre-
tary, Tobia Meyers; Treasurer, An-

thony Riccio, Jr.; Members-at-Large:
Paul Deroo, Burton Longenbach,
Maxwell Sang, Dorothy Wilkinson
and Barbara Zietchick.

Following the business meeting,
the WAA offered a program of diverse
methods, medium, and creativity.

Four well-known artists and WAA
members, Stephen D’Amato, Linda
Kolar, Fran Maurer, and S. Allyn
Schaeffer, each arranged the same
four identical still-life items accord-
ing to his/her own design, to paint in
graphics, oils, watercolor and pastel.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y  Y  Y  Y  — The
screenwriting talents of three
local young people were
recognized recently at a
Young Playwrights Com-
petition and Awards
Ceremony, sponsored by
The Theater Project
(TTP) of Union County
College (UCC).

Jake Brandman 17, of
Westfield, a junior at
Westfield High School
(WHS), received the first
place prize of a $600 savings
bond for his play, Revision.

Second place winner Margaret
Edinger, 16 of Berkeley Heights, a
junior at Governor Livingston
High School and third place
winner, Timothy Mathews
16, a sophomore at WHS,
received $400 and $200
savings bonds, respec-
tively.

Five other Union
County students received
honorable mention awards
and gift certificates for
their entries.

This is the second year
that TTP sponsored a Young
Playwrights Competition.
Linden novelist, playwright
and screenwriter, Bill Mesce,
Jr., who also donated the funds for
the prizes for the first two competi-
tions, first proposed the con-
test.

All Union County high
school students were eli-
gible to apply for the con-
test by submitting a 10-
to 30-page script and a
short biography. There
was no restriction on the
number of acts the sub-
mitted play could have.

TTP, which is officially
designated as UCC’s Pro-
fessional Theater Company,
began as a collaboration of
local artists. It has grown into
a professional theater com-
pany, which uses Equity art-
ists and non-union professionals, ac-
cording to Mark Spina of Essex Fells,
the founding artistic director of TTP.

“Our goal is to encourage all the
young writers to continue writing and

participating, even as audience,
in live theater,” commented
Spina.

The award-winning
screenplays spanned the
spectrum of theatrical di-
versity. In Jake’s Revision,
which can be best de-
fined as a play-within-a-
play, as he portrays a play-

wright that actually be-
comes part of the perfor-

mance. Initial drafts of Re-
vision were written while Jake
was attending a high school
screenplay workshop at New

York University.
“I’ve always been interested in
writing and directing,” he ex-

plained.
Margaret’s play, The

American Dream, about a
small town election, is a
comedy. She wrote the
play when she was in the
eighth grade and attend-
ing a local playwrighting
workshop.

She is active on her
school newspaper, The
Highlander, and would

like to pursue a career in a
writing-related field such as
editing or journalism.

Timothy’s play, Silence is a
spy thriller about the CIA and silent

assassins. He’s been making “little
movies” for his friends since

he was a young boy. He en-
joys writing for fun and
would like to someday be-

come a screenwriter or
director.

All three winners ex-
pressed joy and satisfac-
tion at seeing their screen-
plays turned into perfor-
mances by the profes-
sional actors of TTP at
the awards ceremony.

“I wasn’t sure my play
would be as I pictured it,”

said Margaret, who added that
she was happy with the per-
formance.

Perhaps Timothy said it best for all
three.

“This is my start,” he said.
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