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SIXTY CENTS

DWC Eyes
Main Street
Cdéebration

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
At the Downtown Westfield

Corporation meeting on Mon-
day night, the board displayed a
bronze plaque awarded to
Westfield by the 2004 Great
American Main Street Award
program. Westfieldreceived the
awardfor itseffortsin revitaliz-
ing the downtown area while
keeping historic preservationin
mind. Members of the DWC
flew to Albuquerque, N.M. in
April to compete against other
designated Main Street com-
munities from across the na-
tion. According to Lee Hale
Westfield competed against 50
out of 500 other designated
Main Street Communities.
Westfield sharesthe award with
four other towns.

Along with the plaque,
Westfield was awarded $2,500
to continue revitalization ef-
forts, road signs and a certifi-
cate.

The DWC board recognized
Mr. Hale for writing the appli-
cation and securing letters of
endorsement from a cross sec-
tion of residents, businessesand
property owners.

“Thisyear isthefirst timethe
Northeast has won,” board
member and downtown prop-
erty owner Joe Spector said.
“We got together the right de-
tails that we might have been
missing in the past.”

Executive Director Sherry
Cronin stated that Westfield
would most likely be asked to
sit on thejury who decideswho
the award will go to next year.

“What a great thing for a
great town,” board member
Frank Arena said.

The DWC is hoping to host a
town wide celebration in honor
of the award on Sunday, June
27, providing town council ap-
proves. A souvenir commemo-
rative mug is being considered,
and if it is approved will be for
sale at the event.

Robert DeStefanis, a down-
town property owner has re-
signed from the board and the
DWC is seeking a property
owner to replace him. Anyone
interested in the position should
contact Claire Grey at (908)
789-4041.

The board also discussed the
approximately $400,000 oper-
ating budget it is seeking for
next year, whichwasanitemon
the agenda of town council
meeting held Tuesday night.
The board is showing a slight
increase in the budget, which
translates to roughly a $7,000
or 1.8 percent increase.

Chairman Allen DeRose
stated, “The net effect to the
taxpayers would be a three to
five dollar per year per house-
hold increase”

Taxes on downtown busi-
nessesand property ownersfund
the majority of the budget. Mr.
DeRose continued by saying,
“Itisamodest increase for dra-
matic improvements down-
town.”

The $22,949 surplus from last
year will appear on next year's
budget as a normad line item as
per the recommendation of the
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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

GETTING READY...On Sunday, soldiers from the Westfield National Guard Armory worked on their physical
conditioning at Kehler Stadium in preparation for their deployment to Iraqg via Fort Drum, today, Thursday.

Turf Fidld and New Track at Kehler Stadium
To be Put Before Public For Votein December

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
further discussed plansfor theinstal-
lation of an artificial turf field and a
new track at Kehler Stadium at its
meeting on Tuesday. Plans for a flat
artificial field are underway.

Theboard’sarchitect isconsulting
two separate artificial turf field com-
paniesto design astorm water drain-
age system to install along with the
new field. Theflat artificial field was
chosen over a natural-grass crowned
field dueto itsmore even terrain and
inherent drainage benefits.

Additionally, the board discussed
its plans to renovate the field behind
Edison Intermediate School.

New Jersey Environmental Pro-
tection Agency regulations also re-
quirethedistrict to design adrainage
system at Edison that allowsthefield
to drain into the stream at thefar end
of the school’s property.

Board Secretary-BusinessAdmin-
istrator Robert Berman presented the
board with a timetable for the
project’s eventual completion. Tues-
day was the deadline for a storm
water drain cost estimate. Documents
that need to befiled by the board will
be received on or about Monday,
June 21, and the board will be re-
quired to approve various resolu-
tions concerning the construction at
its Tuesday, June 29 meeting. As-
suming a successful referendum,
construction would begin on June 1,
2005 and the new field could be
ready for the 2005 fall sports season.

The board responded to an e-mail
from a community member regard-
ing thedistrict’sdecision to placethe
new artificial turf field at Kehler
Stadium and not behind Edison In-
termediate School by listing the ben-

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Discussion centered on the con-
troversial George Herlich Juvenile
Detention Center at theMay 13 meet-
ing of The Union County Board of

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

WORKING ON IT...The new field house at Kehler Stadium is nearing comple-
tion. The facility will offer a female changing room and workout area.

efits Kehler has to offer. Among the
benefits mentioned were Kehler
Stadium’s pre-existing stands, its
ability to handle and accommodate
crowds, and the presence of the re-
cently constructed girls field house
at Kehler.

Board Vice President Ginny Leiz
was quick to point out that Edisonis
far from being ignored, noting that
thedistrict isinstalling a* high-qual-
ity grass field behind Edison.” The
field behind Edison is currently al-
most unusable due to poor field con-
ditions and a pre-existing drainage
problem.

Berman described the project at
Edison as “fixing up something to
make it more usesble.”

The artificial turf, new track, and
field renovation projects will cost
approximately $1.1 million that
would be paid over aten-year period.
The board will seek a bond referen-
dum from the community to cover
the expenses. Berman determined
that the state’s approval process is
not fast enough for the earlier pro-
posed date of Friday, September 17
to seek out a bond referendum. The
next available date for seeking such
a vote is Monday, December 13 of
this year.

Prior to the business portion of
Tuesday’s meeting, the board hon-
ored LindaVail and Janice Sheridan,
the recipients of the 7th Annual Op-
timist Awards for outstanding work

‘ ¥

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

SWINGING THROUGH THE AIR...McKinley Elementary School in Westfield
held the M cKinley Play-A-Thon Olympicson Friday. The studentswere ableto
enjoy the nice weather and compete in many activities, such as basketball,
volleyball, soccer, cycling, a marathon and gymnastic climbing (as shown
above). Fourth Ward Councilman James Foer st, Superintendent of SchoolsDr.
William Foley and McKinley Principal Claudia Andreski presented the medals
to the winners at the closing ceremonies.

Freeholder Candidate, Ruotolo
Clash Over Detention Center

Chosen Freeholders.

Bruce Paterson, a Garwood resi-
dent and one of the four Republican
freehol der candidatesthisyear, spoke
out against the freeholder board.

The meeting took place during the
same week as the one-year anniver-
sary of Edward Sinclair’'s death.
Sinclair was found hung in his cell
on Mother's Day of 2003, having
been placed in the center only 12
hours earlier because of a bicycle
theft.

His suicide led to heavy attention
put on the center, as well as investi-
gations on several government lev-
els. Among other things, the center
was found to have substandard con-
ditions and suffered from constant
overcrowding. While many of those
problems were fixed, the freeholder
board was under constant pressureto
locate a site for a new detention
center to be built.

Earlier this year, the board an-
nounced that the new detention cen-
ter would be located in Linden, with
construction to begin in the immedi-
ate future.

Last year, Yolanda Padilla, the
mother of Edward Sinclair, led a
protest at a freeholder meeting and

demanded that the existing center be
closed. Many of Sinclair's friends
and family also showed up for the
gathering. This year, Padilla marked
the anniversary of her son’s death
with a candlelight vigil outside the
facility. At the freeholder meeting,
Paterson said he attended the vigil
and was moved to speak about the
center.

“It was very emotional...a lot of
tears,” Paterson said of the vigil,
which he estimated to have around
60 people in attendance.

Paterson felt that the freeholder
board had not done enough to pre-
vent Sinclair’ssuicide, and even sug-
gested that they were responsible for
hisdeath. He said that whilelast year
thefreeholder board declaredit“The
Year of the Family,” Sinclair’s death
cast a shadow over that declaration.

“You claimed it to be the year of
the family, yet you destroyed a fam-
ily,” said Paterson.

Paterson said it was the freehold-
ers’ responsibility to look after
Sinclair, and they failed to meet that
responsibility. In addition, Paterson
brought up the numerous projects
undertaken in the county, such asthe
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Lamberts Mill Rd.
Synthetic Turf Field
Okayed by Council

By LAUREN PASS
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Tuesday night the Westfield
Town Council unanimously approved
an ordinance on first reading to bond
over $1 million for various recre-
ation improvements. The cost in-
cludes funding for the installation of
asynthetic turf field and lights at the
siteof Houhlihan and Sid Fayefields
on Lamberts Mill Road.

Before the meeting Third Ward
CouncilmanAndrew Skibitsky ques-
tioned if some of the cost for thefield
would be passed off in the way of
user fees, such as charging a price
per child playing instead of the en-
tire cost going to the taxpayers.

Town Administrator James Gildea

in one of Westfield's two intermedi-
ate schools. The women were com-
mended for their “continued pursuit
of professiona growth.”

Vail, aPhysical Education teacher
at Roosevelt Intermediate School,
has been teaching at Roosevelt since
1972.

Roosevelt Principal Dr. Ken
Shulack spoke briefly about Vail,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

said that the Finance Committee is
currently working with the recre-
ation department on user fees.

The council also approved thefirst
reading of the operating budget for
the Downtown Westfield Corpora
tion (DWC). The $377,920 budget is
measured from a special assessment
on downtown properties. Thereisno
increase in the assessment this year.

First reading was also held on an
ordinance that revises parking regu-
lations for commuters and down-
town residents. First Ward Council-
man Sal Caruanawas the only coun-
cil member who did not votein favor
of it. The revised ordinance allows
for daily parking in the South Av-
enue commuter ot at arate of $5 per
day and changes the enforcement
hours of the commuter lotsto 5 am.
to 12 p.m. for permit holders. After
12 p.m. parking in the lot is free.
Commuters holding a permit will
also be alowed to leave their carsin
the lots overnight.

Upon final passage of the ordi-
nance downtown residents will have
to pay a $360 yearly fee to park
overnight in town. Residents will be
required to park in the lot behind
Baron’s Drug Store. Currently park-
ing is illegal in all municipa lots
between 1 and 5 am. but it is not
being enforced.

Caruana said that he didn't vote
for the ordinance because there are
some people who both live and work

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Senior Citizens Express
Opyposition to Proposed
MS Community Center

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s meeting of the
Mountainside Borough Council, a
heated confrontation between aresi-
dent and the council compelled po-
lice presence. Many Mountainside
citizens took the podium to voice
their oppositionto the proposed com-
munity center. Tempers became
heated when one resident accused
the board of “moving too fast.”

The council, after years of discuss-
ingthelack of gymnasium space, hired
an architect who has contacted com-
munity groups to determine what the
biggest needs are. When the architect
has adequately assessed the opinion of
a cross section of residents, he will
present his findings to the council. A
meeting designated solely to the pur-
poseof discussing thecommunity cen-
ter with the public will then be held.

Mayor Robert Viglianti said that a
non-binding referendum will be put
on the November ballot saying ssim-
ply: “Vote ‘yes if you are in favor of
a community center, vote ‘no’ if you
are opposed.”

When Bill McNamara questioned
theterm*non-binding,” Viglianti said
that regardless of thevote' soutcome,
the council could act as they see fit.

Viglianti also said that the cost of
the proposed center is hard to deter-
mine because there are so many un-
knowns. The board has yet to deter-
mine what the square footage of the
center will be. Community need that
has been prominent thus far is as
follows: a gymnasium, physical fit-
ness center, offices and storage. The
board feels that the center proposed
could cost approximately $6 million.

Bill Gianone, father and coach of
an 11-year old son, caled himself
the silent magjority in favor of the
community center. “The 2003-04
basketball season had 11 teamsfight-
ing for gym space,” Gianone said.
“Every team used the same gym
along with two school basketball
teams and two school volleyball
teams. Every team wasgiven an hour
aweek to practice, which was some-
times cut to half an hour.”

Deerfield School is the only gym
available in Mountainside. The gym
at the newly renovated Beechwood

School is not suitable for children
over the age of eight or nineyearsold
becauseitisnot largeenough. Gianone
concluded by saying, “1 am concerned
(abouttaxes), but | findan overwhelm-
ing majority of the families | talk to
feel thisis a pressing need”

Recreation Director Sue Wynans
addressed those in attendance saying,
“Wearebusting at the seamstrying to
accommodate everyone, and | feel
the kids are being shortchanged.”

She stated that 290 children play
basketball and 200 of thoseregistered
usethegymat Deerfield. School teams
have the gym reserved until 7 p.m.
most nights of the week. Given the
agesof thoseinvolved inthe program,
games and practices usually end by 9
p.m., which does not leave much time
to accommodate those involved.

Mayor Viglianti urged the public to
usetheNovember referendumtovoice
their opinion and eventually had to cut
the public participation section off due
to the repetition of the comments.

The governing body plans on set-
ting a date to discuss the architect’s
findings with the public sometime
in September or October. A letter
clearly defining the referendumwill
be sent in the form of a sample
ballot to all residents prior to the
vote so that any questions or con-
cernsthat may arise about the word-
ing can be explained. The mayor
assured the public the referendum
would be clear-cut and precise.

In other business, the $4,640,091
budget was approved showing 4.2
tax pointsor roughly a$75 per house-
hold increase in tax dollars.

“We are mandated by county and
state law to provide recycling. We
were offered one bid and one bid
only,” the mayor said.

That bid showed a$74,000increase
over the now retired previous pro-
vider. Another factor driving the in-
crease was a five-year plan to reim-
burse the state operated police and
fireman retirement fund, which will
cost Mountainside residents an addi-
tional $38,000 every year for the next
five years.

“A large part of these taxeswe are
passing on to you are coming di-
rectly from Trenton,” the mayor said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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DWC Proposes Celebration
ToMark Main Street Award

town council.

Others issues discussed were the
condition of thedowntown sidewalks
and the town council’s reluctance to
help fund the renovations. Members
of the DWC feel that 25 percent of
the sidewalks downtown are in need
of repair and should be a priority,
with Chairman DeRose claiming,
“The downtown is utilized by every
single resident” The Sidewak Re-
placement Project, a project offered
by the Department of Public Works
and funded by the town offering 50
percent reimbursement for al side-
walk repairs, has no money left and
has begun a waiting list for those
interested in the program.

The DWC would like to suggest a
sidewalk design that is aesthetically
pleasing for those downtown prop-
erty owners who are willing to help
replace their sidewalk, but requires
money from town council in order to
hireadesigner. Theboardwould like
to renovate and replace one block of

Detention Ctr.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

new Union County Police building
and the atrium currently being con-
structed at the Administration Build-
ing in Elizabeth.

In the meantime, he said, there
was no money to upgrade the deten-
tion center.

It was suggested by Paterson that a
plaque be erected at the new deten-
tion center in memory of Edward
Sinclair, saying that “it appears that
it was his death that really spurred
you on to finally do something about
the deplorable conditions.”

Freeholder Mary Ruotolo directly
responded to Paterson’s remarks, ex-
pressing outrage and anger on behalf
of the board that Paterson would sug-
gest the freehol ders had something to
do with Sinclair’s tragic death.

“Each time you come to this po-
dium,” said Ruotolo, “I find that you
havenointerestinthefacts, nor doyou
have any care or interest in the truth.”

Ruotolo felt that Paterson had no
real interest in the detention center
issue, but instead he was looking to
capitalizeonasensitivetopicto sway
voters. She added that not only had
heoffendedthefreehol der boardwith
his comments, but he also had in-
sulted Sinclair’s family.

“1 think that it isabsol utely deplor-
able that you would stand there and
make that accusation,” said the free-
holder.

In other news, Freeholder Dan
Sullivan announced that aspart of New
Jersey’s ongoing conversion to digital
drivers licenses, the Rahway and
Springfield motor vehicle offices are
now able to process the new digital
licenses. Thenew licensesaredesigned
to provide grester security measures,
thus making it amost impossible for
people to make fake licenses for iden-
tification and other purposes.

u b B
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Synthetic Turf Field Earns
Council’s Seal of Approval

sidewalk at atimeand will urgetown
council to appropriate money in or-
der to do so.

When discussing the parking re-
development status, Mrs. Cronin
stated that the DWC approached
downtown employers, as well as
employees to determine how many
would agree to pre-purchase permits
entitling them to a spot in one of the
proposed parking decks. The per-
mits would most likely cost $900 to
$1,000 annually.

Accordingto Ms. Cronin, therehave
been a large number of downtown
employees who would be willing to
purchaseapermit “on goodfaith.” The
informal survey wastaken sothat, “\We
could go back to the council and say
that the need is there and the commit-
ment would be met,” she continued.

Special Police Captain John Mor-
gan presented to the board a brief
demonstration of the new parking
meter his department is considering.
The meter would allow a 15-minute
grace period for anyone “just run-
ning in for a cup of coffee,” he said.
The meter would not register over-
time until the 15 minutes ran out.
The meter does not allow the patron
to push the “grace period” button
more than once. If more time was
needed, payment would be required.

The next meeting of the DWC is
Monday, June 21 at 7:30 p.m. Meet-
ings are held at the DWC offices
located at 105 EIm Street on the
lower level of the building.

M S Council

downtown who shouldn’t have to pur-
chase two permits and move their car.
He aso said that though parking is a
commodity, the council Is putting a
price on something when there is no
demand.

Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt, who also chairs the Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee, said that he has received
requests from downtown residents to
have night parking privileges. He said,
“We haveto pay for thethingswe use.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
Goldman said that while hewas voting
infavor of the ordinance hethought the
residential permit fee istoo high.

At the start of the meeting DWC
Executive Director Sherry Cronin pre-
sented thecouncil withthe Great Ameri-
can Main Street Award the town re-
cently won in Alberquerque, NM.
Westfield is one of five towns in the
country to win the award this year, and
the only town on the east coast.

Several residents spoke to the coun-
cil regarding parking and the proposed
redevel opment projects.

Jim Baker said with therecent influx
of storesinthelast five years Westfield
does not, “sound like a town being
strangled by a parking problem.”

He said that Lot 8 on Elm Strest,
which is currently being used as an
employee permit lot, should be com-
bined a Lot 9 on North Avenue. He
said that opening Lot 8 for use by
shoppers would solve shoppers' park-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ing problems. He aso said that the
number of permits sold for South Av-
enue should be increased to over 700.
Thereare currently 627 permitsissued
for the lot with 643 people on the
waiting list.

Allen Solomon told the council that
by reducing the size of the proposed
parking decks it defeats the origina
purpose of increasing parking. He also
said that though the council is seeking
to not put the burden of the parking
decks on the taxpayers backs, using
parking revenue to offset the costs in-
stead of the budget would affect taxes.

Jubb Corbet said that having abetter
parking system in town would benefit
all property owners. He compared it to
the school system having a positive
effect on property values.

Nancy Rich said that she feels the
town needs to build parking, asitisa
shopping and entertainment destina-
tion.

Cory Mermer asked the mayor for
information regarding recent closed-
door meetings with the developer.
Mayor Gregory M cDermott responded
that the council is still in negotiations
and said “as soon as we get closer to
what we feel we can live with” they
will present it to the public. He said
that it is the council’s goal that the
garages are self-sufficient and that the
finance committee is going over pro-
jections with the developer and their
financial consultants, Desmond As-
sociates.

TUESDAY, MAY 11

* Nicole Robinson, 19, and a 16-
year-old male, both Plainfield resi-
dents, were arrested on charges of
credit card fraud and theft by decep-
tion after allegedly attempting to
use a stolen credit card at a store at
East Broad and Elm Streets. Both
were rel eased on their own recogni-
zance.

* A Marion Avenue resident re-
ported an incident of identity theft
involving unauthorized use of her
credit card, to which $1,800 in
charges was made.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 12

* An East Broad Street business
owner reported an attempted bur-
glary at his store after finding the
rear door window had been broken
out with a rock and pry marks
were discovered along the door.
Entry to the premises was not
gained.

* A Pierson Street resident reported
the theft of her VISA Debit card and
theunlawful withdrawal of $400from
her checking account at an ATM in
Union.

» The owner of a Prospect Street
business reported a possible at-
tempted burglary at her establish-
ment after discovering acinder block
had been used to break out the front
door window.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

THURSDAY, MAY 13

» Joyce Lepore, 66, of Fords was
arrested at a North Avenue store and
charged with shoplifting merchan-
dise valued at approximately $52.
She was released on her own recog-
nizance after being issued a court
summons.

» A Cambridge Street resident re-
ported being awakened by the sound
of footsteps on his roof and subse-
guently observed a mal e suspect try-
ing to enter arear kitchen window on
the first floor of the home.

Thesuspect wasdescribed ashav-
ing a large build, short hair and
dark skin, and waswearing ablack-
and-white check shirt. After the
homeowner yelled at him, the sus-
pect retreated from the window,
then calmly walked to the front
yard and exited the area, according
to police.

The Union County Sheriff’s
Office's K-9 Unit responded to the
scene. Entry to the premises was not
gained.

SATURDAY, MAY 15

* In separate incidents, Mia Fiore,
27, and Jack Ferrante, 29, both of
Westfield, were each charged with
driving while intoxicated after being
stopped at a checkpoint on Central
Avenue. Both were released on their
own recognizance.

Turf Fidld at Kehler Stadium
To Be Put BeforeVoters

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The council approved aresolution
to appoint the summer playground
staff. In addition, the council passed
aresol utionto purchasesavingsbonds
for the Deerfield School Valedicto-
rian and Salutatorian.

The town approved a motion for
two off premise raffle licenses for
the Mountainside Fire Engine Com-
pany. The department will hold its
annual Wet Down on Saturday, July
10, at Our Lady of Lourdes Church
and Deerfield School.

On Memoria Day, & 1 p.m. the
council will hold an unveiling and
dedication ceremony honoring a
Mountainside herowho isaVietnam
War MIA. Thenew road, whichisoff
of New Providence Road, will be
named Egan Court in honor of Major
JamesT. Egan, Jr. whoisstill consid-
ered missing in action. Monday, May
31, the day Memorial Day is cel-
ebrated nationwide would have been
Major Egan’s 63rd birthday. His sis-
ter, who is hisonly known surviving
relative, will be flying in from Cali-
fornia to attend the ceremony.

Administrator James Debbie talked
briefly ontheissueof speeding onarea
streets and assured the public that “we
are coming up with options” He said
that a large number of tickets have
been handed out; an option hefedlsis
the most likely to deter speeding.

“Drivin™ Dave
Williams

Rose Rally ﬂ“»u

Weekend

1 Rose
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2 Roses
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3+ Roses
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20%
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30%

~.fRoscs!!

This Weekend Celebrate a Winning Rose”
Garden at our Rose Rally.

There are special savings on rose bushes
as you head towards the checkered flag.
You can 51;ar'1;07your garden with 1 rose bush

and recieve 10

off, or buy 2 roses and get

20% off or win the race buying 3 or more
roses and get 30% off all of your roses.

There are thousands of rose varieties out
there, but only a small percentage of these
are winners in the garden. We have
hundreds of varieties, we have selected
those that are the best varieties for our
area. All of our roses carry an .0 or
higher rating by the American Rose

Society.

This Weeks Hours 5/17-5/23

Wed-Sat 9am-7pm

The Gi

www.williams-nursery.com

524 Springfield Ave

Westfield * 908-232-4076

Quick Gift
Solution

saying, “she makes all of the kids feel
special”

“It isan honor to work with her,” he
said.

Members of the Roosevelt Student
Council also spoketo thank Vail for her
hard work and dedication. Vail herself
also spoke to “thank the community
for supporting its students.”

Sheridan has been a Media Special-
ist at Edison since 1987. Edison Princi-
pal Cheryl O'Brien thanked Sheridan
for her “happinessand joy inthelibrary
that is sensed by every student.”
Sheridan also spoke, commending the
town’sparentsfor fostering “asense of
community.”

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Will-
iam Foley gavetheboard apreliminary
outlineof thedistrict’s2004-2007 Tech-
nology Plan. Foley’'s presentation in-
cluded a number of goals and objec-
tivesthat need to be met to fulfill those
goas. Fifth grade students “will be
able to use proper keyboarding tech-
niques, complete asimple research re-
port using a search engine and word
processing software, prepare and inter-
pret a simple graph and solve prob-
lems” according to the report. At the
other end of the academic spectrum,
twelfth graders“will usetechnology to

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

collect data and monitor progressfor a
personal fitnessprogram,” and “beable
to create awebsite that will address an
issue in the humanities.”

Foley noted that hispresentationwas
“not a complete plan.” Board member
Richard Solomon expressed concern at
the difficulty level of some of the pre-
sented assignments, saying, “ | don’t
know if these objectives are aggressive
enough.”

Theboard saw apresentation from the
Roosevelt chapter of GirlsLearnInterna-
tional, a student group that highlights
issuesfacingyounggirlsaroundtheworld.
Intheir dide-show presentation, thegirls
recited a part of the United Nations
Universa Declarationof Rightsconcern-
ing the education of women. Denying
proper education to young girls around
the world, they said, “blocks countries
devel opment and the elimination of pov-
erty”

The group’s goal is to “encourage
young women to become advocates of
positive social change.” The Roosevelt
chapter of Girls Learn International is
partnered with the English Language
Institute in Kabul, Afghanistan.
Through trandators, girls from both
schools have exchanged letters and
actively write to one another.

>

WE LIKE BINGO BETTER...Stud

ents at Tamaques Elentary School in

Westfield filled their spare time playing bingo during Family Bingo Night, a
popular event held during TV-Free Week.

Tamaques Pupils Marked
TV-FreeWeek With Events

WEST FIEL D —Studentsat Tamaques
Elementary School in Westfield observed
TV-Free Week as part of anaiond pro-
gramwhichencourageschildrenandadults
to turn off thetelevison and find alternate
ways of spending spare time, such as
reading, playing games, and enjoying the
outdoors.

During each day of TV-FreeWeek, the
students completed aform attesting that
they did not watch television. All partici-
pants received a trest coupon each day
from alocal business as areward.

For example, students who sacrificed

four days of television earned coupons
for Manhattan Bagd in Westfidd, Rita's
Icesin Rahway, Linden Lanesin Linden,
and 7-11 in Westfidd. The Town Book
StoreinWestfidd dso offered adiscount to
the studentsin order to promote reeding.

Tamaques Principa Michael Cullen
issued achallengetothepupils: if the485
students accumulated 1,500 TV-Free
days, they would be rewarded with extra
recesstime. By Friday of TV-FreeWeek,
the students exceeded thisgoal and Prin-
cipa Cullen followed through with his
promise.
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WESTFIELD

V&R Redlty, Co., Inc. to Christian
and Ralane Bonn, 905 Bailey Court,
$1,157,500.

Richard Buontempo to Flyn and
Kelly Gropack, 510 Codding Road,
$692,000.

Michael Moran to Andrew
Davlouros and Cheryl Bishop, 418
Westfield Avenue, $625,000.

Primavera Parkview, LLC to
Nicholas and Melynda Cullen, 111,
632 Benson Place, $919,000.

Antonios and Cynthia Katsingris
to Craig and Kimberly Miller, 757

Fairacres Avenue, $470,000.

Edward and Noram Kiel to Toby
Two Realty, LLC, 922 Coolidge
Street, $429,000.

Raymond and Bernice Baer to Eric
Berngtein, 25ManitouCircle, $579,900.

Mark and Christann Cannone to
Edward France, 257 Windsor Av-
enue, $220,000.

Raobert and Eileen Smithto Stephen
and Debra Murphy, 702 Westfield
Avenue, $565,000.

Clinton and Tracy Factor to Jo-
seph Offnick and Jennifer Poulos,
850 Tice Place, $565,000.
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SCOTCH PLAINS

POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, MAY 14

» David Flower, 45, of 2401
Hamlette Place was arrested and
charged with robbery. Mr. Fowler is
accused of removing the victim's
wallet from out of his rear pocket.
The victim was robbed inside the
Scotch Plains public library. Two
witnesses followed Mr. Fowler as he
left the library. Mr. Fowler stated to
thewitnessesthat hewasarmed. The
Scotch Plains Police were able to
locate Mr. Fowler running through
the rear yards on Stout Avenue. Mr.
Fowler was apprehended, processed
and then sent to the Union County
Jail.

* A Birch Street resident reported

that his cell phone was taken out of
his unlocked vehicle while it was
parked at the Jerseyland Park. The
driver left thevehicleunlocked while
he attended baseball practice. He
returned a few hours later and dis-
covered the cell phone missing.

* The owner of Olympic Wines
and Spirits, located on Route 22 East,
reported that three mal esentered into
thestoreand began shopliftingbottles
of liquor valued at $300.00. The
owner went to approach them and
they took off running out of the store.

* A Grant Avenueresident reported
that on May 12 hiswallet was either
lost or stolen and now someone is
using hisidentificationat PNC Bank.

Speeding Enfor cement Stats.
For the Month of April

Sreet

Warnings

Summonses

Rahway Avenue

4

Willow Grove Road

1

Prospect Street

/

Dudley Avenue

N

East Broad Street

M ountain Avenue

L awrence Avenue

Woodland Avenue

North Avenue

Central Avenue

Summit Avenue

Lamberts Mill Road

South Avenue

Clark Street

Boulevard

Westfield Avenue

Brightwood Avenue

Scotch Plains Avenue

Grove Street

Shackamaxon Drive

West Broad Street

Springfiel d Avenue

Hillsi de Avenue

Benson Place

Totals:
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The monthly publishing of speeding enforcement is part of
the Westfield Police Department’s efforts to make the streets of
Westfield safer for everyone. The Westfield Police Department
will not tolerate agressive drivers, and whileissuing sum-
monses is not the main objective, it isnecessary in order to
gaincompliancewith trafficlaws.



