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Horace R. Corbin for The Times
ENJOYING THE RIDE...Young and old golfers enjoyed the beautiful weather
with an outing at the Scotch Hills Golf course in Scotch Plains.

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
TOP COP HONORS...Fanwood Police Chief Donald Domanowski, second from
left, was honored at last week’s borough council meeting. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Mayor Colleen Mahr, Chief Domanowski, former Mayor Maryanne
Connelly, former police chief Robert Carboy and former Mayor Louis Jung.

Ben Solomon for The Times
RELAY FOR LIFE...Dr. Carol Choye, Superindendent of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district, and Rob Mattar,
an SPFHS alumni, both cancer survivors, walked the first lap together at the Relay For Life on Friday night. Barie and
Tracy Salmon and Josh Liss, Student Movement Against Cancer Co-Presidents, coordinated the event with the American
Cancer Society.

Freeholder Candidate, Ruotolo
Clash Over Detention Center

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for Times

Discussion centered on the con-
troversial George Herlich Juvenile
Detention Center at the May 13
meeting of The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

Bruce Paterson, a Garwood resi-
dent and one of the four Republican
freeholder candidates this year, spoke
out against the freeholder board.

The meeting took place during the
same week as the one-year anniver-
sary of Edward Sinclair’s death.
Sinclair was found hanged in his cell
on Mother’s Day of 2003, having
been placed in the center only 12
hours earlier because of a bicycle
theft.

His suicide led to heavy attention
put on the center, as well as investi-
gations on several government lev-
els. Among other things, the center
was found to have substandard con-
ditions and suffered from constant
overcrowding. While many of those
problems were fixed, the Freeholder
board was under constant pressure to

locate a site for a new detention
center to be built.

Earlier this year, the board an-
nounced that the new detention cen-
ter would be located in Linden, with
construction to begin in the immedi-
ate future.

Last year, Yolanda Padilla, the
mother of Edward Sinclair, led a
protest at a freeholder meeting and
demanded that the existing center be
closed. Many of Sinclair’s friends
and family also showed up for the
gathering. This year, Padilla marked
the anniversary of her son’s death
with a candlelight vigil outside the
facility. At the Freeholder meeting,
Paterson said he attended the vigil
and was moved to speak about the
center.

“It was very emotional…a lot of
tears,” Paterson said of the vigil,
which he estimated to have around
60 people in attendance.

Paterson felt that the freeholder
board had not done enough to pre-
vent Sinclair’s suicide, and even sug-
gested that they were responsible for

his death. He said that while last year
the freeholder board declared it “The
Year of the Family,” Sinclair’s death
cast a shadow over that declaration.

“You claimed it to be the year of
the family, yet you destroyed a fam-
ily,” said Paterson.

Paterson said it was the freehold-
ers’ responsibility to look after
Sinclair, and they failed to meet that
responsibility. In addition, Paterson
brought up the numerous projects
undertaken in the county, such as the
new Union County Police building
and the atrium currently being con-
structed at the Administration Build-
ing in Elizabeth.

In the meantime, he said, there
was no money to upgrade the deten-
tion center.

It was suggested by Paterson that a
plaque be erected at the new deten-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Increase in State Funding Is a Priority
For Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Ed.

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education declined to support a
petition initiated by the Woodbridge
school district that lobbied for more
federal funding for New Jersey
schools.

At the open agenda meeting on

Thursday night, newly elected Board
President Linda Nelson asked fellow
board members if the board wanted
to sign a petition that would be sent
to Washington, D.C. requesting an
increase in federal funding for New
Jersey school districts.

Board members had many ques-
tions about the petition and issues

surrounding the topic of federal fund-
ing for a district such as Woodbridge
that potentially already received more
federal funding than Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

Board members agreed that the
future efforts of the board are better
spent pursuing an increase in state
funding, which is not sufficient to
meet the many mandates that come
from the state.

Along with fighting for more fund-
ing, the board was concerned about
the increase of students in the district
for the next school year. The board
moved a recommendation for stu-
dent assignments for residents of the
new Hovnanian development being
constructed across Route 22. Chil-
dren will be placed at Evergreen
Elementary School, Park Middle
School and the high school because
these schools have the most class-
room space for additional students.
While it is still unclear how many

new students will move into the
Hovnanian development by the fall,
board member Edward Saridaki
pointed out that within the next five
years as toddlers become school-
age, plans must be in place to accom-
modate the ever-expanding school
district.

As substitute teachers tend to be in
higher demand during the months of
May and June, Superintendent Dr.
Carol Choye asked the board to adopt
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Summer Road
Repair Projects
In SP Detailed

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township
Council held a special meeting
midway through its conference
session on Tuesday evening to
approve a $280,000 contract
with Great Northern Recycling
for the residential clean-up pro-
gram, which will begin the week
of June 7.

The action came after two
earlier bids were rejected due to
their price. Township Manager
Thomas Atkins was given the
authority to negotiate a con-
tract for the service. In the first
round of bidding, Waste Man-
agement submitted a bid of
$329,000, while Great North-
ern provided a $295,000 bid
earlier this month. Last year’s
spring clean-up program cost
the township $185,000.

Atkins said that Great North-
ern would be using several dif-
ferent trucks during the pro-
gram so that recyclable items
could be separated at individu-
als’ residences when picked up.
Residents might see a truck pick
up only certain materials in front
of their homes before a second
or third truck arrives to pick up
the remaining items.

After a harsh winter, officials
are expecting a busy summer of
roadway resurfacing. “I don’t
remember resurfacing work
starting in May,” Atkins said.

A half-mile stretch of the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Professional Planner
Retained by Borough

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Planning and Zoning
Board of Adjustments introduced
Stanley Slachetka, a licensed profes-
sional planner from T&M Associates
of Middletown, to the public at the
board’s Monday night agenda meet-
ing. The board has retained Slachetka
in the capacity of a planning consult-
ant for all major development applica-
tions presented in the future.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings said that during develop-
ment applications, the board has of-
ten realized the need for an expert
consultant to assist them in interpret-
ing and resolving issues.

Mr. Slachetka told the board he has
been a licensed planner for more than
20 years and has consulted with nu-
merous municipalities as the expert
consultant representing their interests
on applications. He co-authored The
Redevelopment Handbook and con-

siders redevelopment his area of ex-
pertise.

Many other municipalities utilize a
professional planner in this way, in-
cluding Scotch Plains and Westfield.

The commissioned position will
not cost the borough any money as
the planner’s fees are paid for through
applicant’s escrow deposits.
Slachetka will start immediately,
beginning with reviewing the South
Avenue development application.

In other business, the board discussed
the borough’s signage policy regarding
large, advertising displays, such as blow-
up dolls and other props. The board
concluded that props, such as giant
bunnies, ice-cream cones or any other
icon, constitute a freestanding signs and
fall under the borough’s sign ordinance.

Temporary props on display for a
one-time event or holiday require a
permit, while permanent advertising
props require the owner to submit an
application to the board for a sign
variance.

Board members pointed out that
when stores change managers or own-
ership, the new management is fre-
quently not aware of the borough’s
signage ordinance and inadvertently
violates these regulations.

Also included in this discussion
were homeowners who advertise busi-
nesses that they own with signs on
their residential properties. Board
member and Zoning Officer Nancy
Koederitz asked board members to
inform her of any violations, which
she would resolve by sending letters
to the offending parties informing
them of the borough’s ordinances.

In regards to the upcoming South
Avenue redevelopment application,
board alternate Dale Flowers told the
board that he will excuse himself
from the hearings because his in-
laws live within 200 feet of the de-
velopment property.

At the next regularly scheduled
meeting to be held on Wednesday,
May 26 at 8 p.m., the board will hear
the continuation of that application.
However, the application may be
postponed if the applicant does not
resolve the issue of the title to one of
the properties prior to the meeting.

FW Council Starts
To Look at Details

Of 2004 Budget
By ELIZABETH CORRELL

Specially Written for The Times

Special meetings of Fanwood’s
mayor and council are being held to
discuss the borough’s 2004 budget.
Currently functioning under a tem-
porary budget that was expedited in
order to meet the deadline for an
extraordinary aid application to the
state, the council is now reviewing
all details of the budget in order to
come up with a final document.

During Tuesday night’s review of
the 2004 capital budget, Council-
man Michael Brennan reported that
he met with a vendor that does
troubleshooting for the borough of-
fice and police department. The ven-
dor came up with a proposal that
would provide a server for Borough
Hall. Brennan pointed out that the

advantage of this is that it would
completely eliminate the need for
any computer upgrades in the future,
as they could all be done directly
through the centralized server,
thereby also eliminating the need for
a computer technician to physically
come out to the office. No new com-
puter purchases would be required
for approximately five years. Other
advantages would include being able
to set up an in-house email system
for the office, with as many e-mail
addresses as desired, including those
for special events, providing bor-
ough employees, the mayor and coun-
cil members with the capability to
access e-mail from home.

The Fanwood Memorial Library
currently has this set up at their loca-
tion. The mayor and council com-
mended Councilman Brennan for a
“good job” coming up with this help-
ful computer solution, and will in-
clude this in the proposed budget.
Before going ahead with the final
decision, they will get additional bids
from other computer companies to
ensure the best price.

The council had already decided
to grant the request of the police
department to provide another ve-
hicle in this year’s budget, and a
discussion was held regarding the
type of vehicle. Police have requested
a four-wheel drive, in addition to the
one they already have. Councilman
Jack Molenaar and Councilman
Stuart Kline did not see the need for
a second four-wheel drive specifi-
cally, whereas Councilman Andrew
Calamaras pointed out that the bor-Advisory Committee to Outline

 Plans for Downtown Fanwood
By ELIZABETH CORRELL

Specially Written for The Times

What is best for Fanwood’s down-
town area? Residents, property and
business owners will all have a chance
to voice their opinions to a new com-
mittee, appointed by Mayor Colleen
Mahr.

In an interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Mahr ex-
plained that the Fanwood Downtown
Advisory Committee was formed to
advise borough officials in their plans
for the redevelopment.

“Their mission is to bring the resi-
dents into the redevelopment pro-
cess. This was a defining issue (dur-
ing last November’s election). It be-
came very clear to myself and the
incoming council people that we had
to do something about outreach and
community participation that was
very visible,” Mahr said.

The nine member committee con-
sists of residents, members of the
Fanwood Business and Profession-
als Association (BPA) and Fanwood’s
Planning Board, property and busi-
ness owners.

Mahr said, “they are a well-rounded
bipartisan group of men and women
who have come together because
they are concerned about the direc-
tion of the downtown. I wanted a
diverse group of people who would
be affected by and also benefit from
the redevelopment of the downtown.
They are open-minded consensus  -
building individuals who can listen
to a lot of different opinions and
make a report back to the council.”

The Chair of the committee is Joe
Higgins, a planning board member,
and chairman of the master plan,
which “lays out the master vision for
Fanwood,” said Mahr. “Joe is a cer-
tified planner and has extensive ex-
perience in the redevelopment pro-
cess.”

Other members include Greg
Cummings, chairman of the plan-
ning board, who was part of the
redevelopment process under the last
administration; Peter Chemidlin,
BPA President, and owner of Family
Investors in Fanwood; Frank
Costandi, owner of Frank’s Auto
Body, who has been “very critical of
the downtown plan and worked with
other merchants who were upset,”
said Mahr, and she felt it was impor-
tant to include such a voice in the
committee; a representative from In-
dependence Bank, “the second larg-
est property owner in the downtown
area;” and Councilman Michael
Brennan, liaison to the council.

Fanwood residents are represented
by Pat Hoynes-O’Connor, who re-
cently retired from the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education; April
Dunleavy, an attorney who has left
private practice and is now a law
professor; and Jim Dosier, a retired
pharmaceutical executive.

“The committee met twice in the
last month to discuss the existing
redevelopment plan that’s in place,
which is providing the framework
for the direction of the downtown.
They are using it as a guide. We are
not starting from scratch. No con-

clusions or opinions have been
formed right now because it is very
early in the process,” explained Mahr.

A consulting firm will be hired to
guide the committee through the re-
development process. “I do not ex-
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Vote on SP Special Improvement District
Scheduled for Next Twp. Council Meeting

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Next
Tuesday’s Scotch Plains Township
Council meeting will feature a pub-
lic hearing on the proposed estab-
lishment of a Special Improvement
District (SID) in downtown Scotch
Plains. The meeting will provide a
forum for both supporters and oppo-
nents of the initiative to present their
views on the proposal. It will take
place at Township Hall at 8 p.m.

The hearing and council vote come
nearly a year after approving fund-
ing to hire a consultant to steer town-
ship business leaders through the
nuts and bolts of establishing a SID,
including six months of a steering
committee’s public meetings to de-
cide such matters as SID bound-
aries, the formula under which it

would be funded, its goals and its
structure.

The district’s boundaries would
include Park Avenue from Route 22
to the Fanwood border, East Second
Street, Front Street, Terrill Road
between East Second and Front
Streets, Westfield Avenue between
Park Avenue and Union Avenue and
the blocks of Bartle Avenue, Forest
Road, Church Street, Grand Street,
Mountain Avenue and Sunset Place
adjacent to Park Avenue.

Commercial properties on Front
Street and Terrill Road would not be
assessed in the SID’s first year of
existence, and residential proper-
ties would be exempt annually.

The SID, which would be man-
aged by a nonprofit corporation that
would hire a professional manager,
would be involved, at the outset,

southern end of Jerusalem Road was
recently resurfaced, with work on
Flanders Avenue, Grant Avenue, Sy-
camore Avenue and Concord Road
expected to be completed this week.

Atkins said that drainage work is
nearly complete on Raritan Road
with similar projects planned for
Woodside Road and Meadowview
Road.

“We’ve got a lot of work planned,”
Atkins told the council.

The township will be conducting a
$2.4 million Bond Anticipation Note
sale this month, with the proceeds
funding several projects including
$1 million for road improvements,
$904,000 for park improvements,
$361,900 for the south side firehouse
communications tower, $109,500 for
the senior citizens bus and $33,300
for the purchase of field mainte-
nance equipment.

Atkins said he expects the interest
rate on the BAN sale to be in the 1.25
percent to 1.4 percent range versus
last year’s 1.08 percent rate. It’s ex-
pected that bids will be received for
the sale tomorrow, with the formal
closing set for Friday, May 28.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Township Council Details
Summer Road Repair Plans

At its regular meeting next week,
the council is expected to approve a
resolution appropriating $20,500 for
new tables, benches and playground
equipment at Green Forest, Kramer
Manor and Greenside Parks. In a
related matter, Mayor Martin Marks
said the Union County government
would be contributing $900,000 to-
ward the refurbishment of ball fields
on Route 22 and at the county voca-
tional-technical school. The council
decided to forgo including the instal-
lation of lights at either field in the
project’s bidding documents because
the field at the school is too close to
residential neighborhoods. Also, the
Route 22 field will be used primarily
for Little League games.

The annual Scotch Plains Day cel-
ebration will be held on Sunday,
October 6, instead of Saturday, as is
customary. There had been some dis-
cussion of combining Scotch Plains
Day with the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association’s
(SPBPA) annual street fair and clas-
sic car show, but the SPBPA was not
in favor if this option, according to
Councilwoman Nancy Malool.

tion center in memory of Edward
Sinclair, saying that “it appears that
it was his death that really spurred
you on to finally do something about
the deplorable conditions.”

Freeholder Mary Ruotolo directly
responded to Paterson’s remarks,
expressing outrage and anger on be-
half of the board that Paterson would
suggest the freeholders had some-
thing to do with Sinclair’s tragic
death.

“Each time you come to this po-
dium,” said Ruotolo, “I find that you
have no interest in the facts, nor do
you have any care or interest in the
truth.”

Ruotolo felt that Paterson had no
real interest in the detention center
issue, but instead he was looking to
capitalize on a sensitive topic to sway
voters. She added that not only had
he offended the freeholder board with
his comments, but he also had in-
sulted the family of Edward Sinclair.

“I think that it is absolutely deplor-
able that you would stand there and
make that accusation,” said the free-
holder.

In other news, Freeholder Dan
Sullivan announced that as part of
New Jersey’s ongoing conversion to
digital drivers’ licenses, the Rahway
and Springfield motor vehicle of-
fices are now able to process the new
digital licenses. The new licenses are
designed to provide greater security
measures, thus making it almost im-
possible for people to make fake
licenses for identification and other
purposes.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Detention Ctr.

a waiver that temporarily ignores the
requirement that substitute teachers
must have their fingerprints taken
before they start teaching. As ex-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Increase in State Funding
Is Priority for SP-F BOE

plained by Dr. Choye, this waiver is
mostly for former graduates of the
district who have been studying edu-
cation in college and have an interest
in substituting for the remainder of
the school year. The board agreed to
adopt the waiver with the condition
that substitute teachers will be in the
process of getting the necessary fin-
gerprint requirements.

In other business, parents of
Brunner School children have sent
a letter and petition to the board to
have the blacktop around the school
repaired. According to a represen-
tative of the Brunner parents, the
paths have become muddy and im-
possible to walk on after rain or
snow. Nelson assured the concerned
parents that as soon as the money
became available within the new
budget, the part of the walkway
that is the district’s responsibility
would be repaired.

The board read a resolution that
honored and thanked Business Ad-
ministrator Anthony Del Sordi for
all his work in securing the bond
referendum, as well as all the
projects undertaken and completed
with money from the bond refer-
endum. Board members spoke
highly of Del Sordi’s ability to
execute plans and projects with
few problems and hassles for the
board.

In other board business, the mem-
bers approved a student for out of
district placement at Middlesex
County Academy. They also ap-
proved the submission of a grant
application for the Early Launch
Learning Initiative in the amount of
$45,000.

The board will move on several
business issues at the regular public
meeting on Thursday, May 27. The
meeting will begin at 7 p.m.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, MAY 14
• David Flower, 45, of 2401 Hamlette

Place was arrested and charged with
robbery. Mr. Fowler is accused of re-
moving the victim’s wallet from out of
his rear pocket. The victim was robbed
inside the Scotch Plains public library.
Two witnesses followed Mr. Fowler as
he left the library. Mr. Fowler stated to
the witnesses that he was armed. The
Scotch Plains Police were able to locate
Mr. Fowler running through the rear
yards on Stout Avenue. Mr. Fowler was
apprehended, processed and then sent to
the Union County Jail.

• A Birch Street resident reported that
his cell phone was taken out of his un-

TUESDAY, MAY 11
• Nicole Robinson, 19, and a 16-year-

old male, both Plainfield residents, were
arrested on charges of credit card fraud
and theft by deception after allegedly
attempting to use a stolen credit card at
a store at East Broad and Elm Streets.
Both were released on their own recog-
nizance.

• A Marion Avenue resident re-
ported an incident of identity theft
involving unauthorized use of her
credit card, to which $1,800 in charges
was made.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 12
• An East Broad Street business

owner reported an attempted burglary
at his store after finding the rear door
window had been broken out with a
rock and pry marks were discovered
along the door. Entry to the premises
was not gained.

• A Pierson Street resident reported
the theft of her VISA Debit card and
the unlawful withdrawal of $400 from
her checking account at an ATM in
Union.

• The owner of a Prospect Street
business reported a possible attempted
burglary at her establishment after dis-
covering a cinder block had been used
to break out the front door window.

primarily in promoting downtown
Scotch Plains, as well as business
recruitment and retention.

The budget would be funded via a
six-tiered flat-rate formula, in which
properties valued up to $100,000
would pay an annual fee of $250,
properties between $100,001 and
$200,000 would pay $550, those val-
ued between $200,001 and $300,000
would pay $800, properties between
$300,001 and $750,000 would pay
$1,250, those valued between
$750,001 and $2 million would pay
$1,500 and properties valued above
$2 million would pay $2,000.

Steve Goldberg, president of the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-

sional Association, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times this week that
if enough voices of opposition are
heard next week and the council
tables the ordinance or votes it down,
“life will go on. The Downtown Task
Force will continue to exist. We’ll
have to go find other channels in
order to move forward,” because, he
added, “staying the same is never an
option.”

Some opponents of the SID idea
have circulated a petition among down-
town property and business owners,
but Goldberg said he never personally
saw the petition and doesn’t know how
many opponents will attend the meet-
ing.

locked vehicle while it was parked at the
Jerseyland Park. The driver left the ve-
hicle unlocked while he attended base-
ball practice. He returned a few hours
later and discovered the cell phone miss-
ing.

• The owner of Olympic Wines and
Spirits, located on Route 22 East, re-
ported that three males entered into the
store and began shoplifting bottles of
liquor valued at $300.00. The owner
went to approach them and they took off
running out of the store.

• A Grant Avenue resident reported
that on May 12 his wallet was either lost
or stolen and now someone is using his
identification at PNC Bank.

THURSDAY, MAY 13
• Joyce Lepore, 66, of Fords was ar-

rested at a North Avenue store and
charged with shoplifting merchandise
valued at approximately $52. She was
released on her own recognizance after
being issued a court summons.

• A Cambridge Street resident re-
ported being awakened by the sound
of footsteps on his roof and subse-
quently observed a male suspect try-
ing to enter a rear kitchen window on
the first floor of the home.

The suspect was described as hav-
ing a large build, short hair and dark
skin, and was wearing a black-and-
white check shirt. After the home-
owner yelled at him, the suspect re-
treated from the window, then calmly
walked to the front yard and exited
the area, according to police.

The Union County Sheriff’s
Office’s K-9 Unit responded to the
scene. Entry to the premises was not
gained.

SATURDAY, MAY 15
• In separate incidents, Mia Fiore, 27,

and Jack Ferrante, 29, both of Westfield,
were each charged with driving while
intoxicated after being stopped at a check-
point on Central Avenue. Both were
released on their own recognizance.

ough had already decided to provide
a vehicle to the police this year, and he
did not feel it was necessary to
“micromanage” the police department
and question the type of vehicle they
were requesting. It was decided that
the four-wheel drive vehicle would be
part of the proposed budget.

A line item in the amount of
$115,000 for work to be done at
Second and Corriell Avenues was
deleted. Mayor Colleen Mahr ex-
plained that the figure was elimi-
nated because the council had al-
ready re-appropriated this amount. The
Department of Transportation (DOT)
had spoken with the borough, pointing
out that they had not been spending the
DOT grants they were given, and were
told that the borough needed to stop
asking for extensions, to award the
work and to get it done. Such grant
money will be used for this project.

Renovations are required at the
Public Works garage. The estimated
cost would be $70,000 for renova-
tions and $40,000 for an addition. It
was explained that the facility is not
sufficiently equipped in the bath-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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room and other areas to provide a
clean, healthy environment for em-
ployees. Specific attention will be
paid to the three “bays” in the garage
that are not able to be used in winter
because they are not heated, there-
fore equipment is stored there.
Calamaras said that Public Works
Director Ray Manfra has brought the
situation to the attention of the bor-
ough in the past, but it has not been
addressed. The council will look into
including heaters in these areas when
works is being done, in order to have
them fully functioning.

The current estimate for replacing
the communications tower on bor-
ough property is $150,000. The last
work that needs to be done before
deciding the location for the tower,
attaining soil borings from the side
of the building, should be finished
this week. The council will review
the cost again before adopting the
final budget.

Repair of tennis courts at borough
parks will be included in the budget, as
Fanwood did not receive the grant that
was applied for to perform the work.

By LAUREN PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- On Tuesday night
the Westfield Town Council unani-
mously approved an ordinance on
first reading to bond over $1 million
for various recreation improvements.
The cost includes funding for the
installation of a synthetic turf field
and lights at the site of Houhlihan
and Sid Faye fields on Lamberts Mill
Road.

Before the meeting Third Ward
Councilman Andrew Skibitsky ques-
tioned if some of the cost for the field
would be passed off in the way of
user fees, such as charging a price
per child playing instead of the en-
tire cost going to the taxpayers.

Town Administrator James Gildea
said that the Finance Committee is
currently working with the recre-
ation department on user fees.

The council also approved the first
reading of the operating budget for
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC). The $377,920 budget is
measured from a special assessment
on downtown properties. There is no
increase in the assessment this year.

First reading was also held on an
ordinance that revises parking regula-
tions for commuters and downtown
residents. First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana was the only council mem-
ber who did not vote in favor of it. The
revised ordinance allows for daily
parking in the South Avenue com-
muter lot at a rate of $5 per day and
changes the enforcement hours of the
commuter lots to 5 a.m. to 12 p.m. for
permit holders. After 12 p.m. parking
in the lot is free. Commuters holding
a permit will also be allowed to leave
their cars in the lots overnight.

Upon final passage of the ordi-
nance downtown residents will have
to pay a $360 yearly fee to park
overnight in town. Residents will be
required to park in the lot behind
Baron’s Drug Store. Currently park-
ing is illegal in all municipal lots
between 1 and 5 a.m. but it is not
being enforced.

Caruana said that he didn’t vote for
the ordinance because there are some
people who both live and work down-
town who shouldn’t have to purchase
two permits and move their car. He
also said that though parking is a
commodity, the council is putting a
price on something when there is no
demand.

Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt, who also chairs the Pub-
lic Safety, Transportation and Park-
ing Committee, said that he has re-
ceived requests from downtown resi-
dents to have night parking privi-
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leges. He said, “We have to pay for
the things we use.”

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence Goldman said that while
he was voting in favor of the ordi-
nance he thought the residential per-
mit fee is high.

At the start of the meeting DWC
Executive Director Sherry Cronin
presented the council with the Great
American Main Street Award the
town recently won in Alberquerque,
NM. Westfield is one of five towns in
the country to win the award this
year, and the only town on the east
coast.

Several residents spoke to the coun-
cil regarding parking and the pro-
posed redevelopment projects.

Jim Baker said with the recent
influx of stores in the last five years
Westfield does not “sound like a
town being strangled by a parking
problem.”

He said that Lot 8 on Elm Street,
which is currently being used as an
employee permit lot, should be com-
bined at Lot 9 on North Avenue. He
said that opening Lot 8 for use by
shoppers would solve shoppers’ park-
ing problems. He also said that the
number of permits sold for South
Avenue should be increased to over
700. There are currently 627 permits
issued for the lot with 643 people on
the waiting list.

Allen Solomon told the council
that by reducing the size of the pro-
posed parking decks it defeats the
original purpose of increasing park-
ing. He also said that though the
council is seeking to not put the
burden of the parking decks on the
taxpayers’ backs, using parking rev-
enue to offset the costs instead of the
budget would affect taxes.

Jubb Corbet said that having a
better parking system in town would
benefit all property owners. He com-
pared it to the school system having
a positive effect on property values.

Nancy Rich said that she feels the
town needs to build parking, as it is
a shopping and entertainment desti-
nation.

Cory Mermer asked the mayor for
information regarding recent closed-
door meetings with the developer.
Mayor Gregory McDermott re-
sponded that the council is still in
negotiations and said “as soon as we
get closer to what we feel we can live
with” they will present it to the pub-
lic. He said that it is the council’s
goal that the garages are self-suffi-
cient and that the finance committee
is going over projections with the
developer and their financial con-
sultants, Desmond Associates.

pect these individuals to have the back-
ground in public policy,” said Mahr.

Proposals have been requested, and
the firm will be announced in early
June. The consultant’s fees will be
paid for as part of the $50,000 Smart
Future Grant received by the bor-
ough from the state’s Department of
Community Affairs.

“I got the money that cost the
borough nothing. It is not the
borough’s money, not a developer’s
money. It is a non-matching full grant
that we can use towards community
outreach,” Mahr said.

Once the consultant is hired, the
committee will hold public hearings
where residents can come to ask
questions and voice opinions about
the downtown area.

“I expect them to have very high
visibility in the months to come.
They will be participating in the
BPA’s Street Fair in June, there will
be an informational booth that can
inform residents what is the truth,
the reality about the downtown. I
want to be able to dispel myths and
work with facts,” stated Mahr.

When asked how long the
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committee’s work will take, Mahr
stated: “I anticipate that this will take
a few months. I do not believe a longer
process is necessary. People are anx-
ious after so many years for some-
thing to happen. I’m looking to reach
out to the public, using the property
owners, merchants and residents as
the vehicle to do it, not the govern-
ment driving the process. The com-
mittee will come back to us and then
the council will take their recommen-
dations and proceed with them.”

Some residents have wondered how
much work will be done downtown, or
if nothing will happen at all. “The
expectation is that the properties that
are bound by Martine, La Grande,
Second and South will be rehabilitated
and redeveloped. I think there will be
different degrees of how that’s done,
whether it be working with what’s
there versus new construction. A new
face will go on downtown Fanwood. It
needs it, it looks tired and worn out,
something has to be done,” said Mahr.

Anyone interested in knowing
more about the Fanwood Downtown
Advisory Committee can contact
Chair Joe Higgins at Borough Hall.


