
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, May 20, 2004 Page 5

Piggybank Savings and
FREE gifts!

Earn 2% interest—

2.02% APY*

* Rates subject to change based on market conditions and without further notice. Account must remain
open for one year to earn $10. premium. Piggybank offer good while supplies last.

www.townbank.com

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-0800 
Fax: 908-301-0843

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-518-9333
Fax: 908-518-0803

No minimum balance required.
Open with $10 or more and we’ll add another $10!
Take home a Piggybank too, with our compliments!

YOU CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE✔

For information call 908-709-7518
– or – visit us online at www.ucc.edu

Register
NOW!

Register
NOW!

Most Courses Start
the Week of 

May 24th & July 5th

Go to the beach...

go on vacation...

go to
college!

Do all your favorite summer
activities AND get started on your

college career or earn extra
credits toward your degree  with 

UCC’s Summer Session.

● Convenient 3 to 12 week sessions
● Attend class at any of 

several locations 
~or~ learn at home with Telecourses and

Online courses

Westfield’s Parking Pay Stations
Are Not Handicapped Accessible

Westfield Superintendent Responds
To April 23 Edison School Incident

Urban Or Suburban? -
Former Westfield Historian Asks

I would like to provide factual infor-
mation and describe the steps that the
school administration has taken since
April 23, when an incident involving
two eighth graders at Edison Intermedi-
ate School resulted in serious injury to
one of the students.

The safety of all our students is of
foremost importance to us and this situ-
ation is of great concern to our entire
school district.

Edison Principal Cheryl O’Brien and
the teachers who know the victim and
the accused student assure me that the
incident could not have been predicted.
Both students have been at Edison since
sixth grade, and there were no indica-
tions of problems between them prior to
that day.

When the injured student entered the
school’s health office during lunch, one
of our registered nurses at Edison, who is
a former emergency-room nurse, de-
tected the severity of the victim’s symp-
toms and arrangements were made to
rush the student to a trauma center.

Although the injured student origi-
nally reported to the nurse that he had
been hurt as a result of “running into a
door,” Mrs. O’Brien determined later
that day that another eighth grader was
involved and immediately suspended that
student from school. The accused stu-
dent has no history of violence at the
school.

We began investigating the incident
immediately in accordance with the poli-
cies and procedures of the Board of
Education. Part of these procedures in-
cluded notifying the Westfield Police
Department on April 23 and continuing
to cooperate with the police in this in-
vestigation. Student witnesses later re-
vealed that there was no fighting be-
tween the students, but the victim was
punched during lunch and in an earlier
gym class. At neither time were teachers
aware of the incidents, nor were the
incidents reported by students.

Edison’s average student/teacher ra-
tio is 23:1, including during lunch peri-
ods, when teachers supervise the stu-
dents they teach. To properly train our

teachers, the entire intermediate school
staff participated in a bully-proofing
workshop for a full day in October,  and
then attended faculty meetings empha-
sizing student well-being.

The injured student is receiving home
instruction and we look forward to his
continued recovery and return to school.
The other student is now under the juris-
diction of the Family Court in Elizabeth
and remains at home.

Edison’s parents were informed of the
incident via e-mail from Mrs. O’Brien
the day of the incident. They have re-
ceived two more updates since that time.

Since April 23, students have ex-
pressed their get-well messages to their
injured classmate by sending cards and
letters to him and his family, and teach-
ers have facilitated those efforts by pro-
viding time during class to plan and
write letters of support.

Shortly after the incident, Edison’s
principal, assistant principal and the
counselors met with the entire student
body, emphasizing that it is important to
avoid engaging in activities that might
result in someone getting hurt and that
when a student is mistreated or sees
another student being mistreated, it is
important to inform an adult immedi-
ately. These are messages that have been
part of our intermediate schools’ Bully-
Proofing program since September. The
focus is on character education, engag-
ing all students to participate in monthly
discussions about making positive
choices. This school year, Edison’s
weekly electronic newsletter featured a
six-part series on anti-bullying, provid-
ing parents with supportive information
and resources. We also urge parents to
encourage their children to report to
adults any incidents of verbal or physi-
cal bullying to themselves or to others
and to never be silent.

I take this incident seriously, and I ask
for the cooperation of the community in
supporting the school district’s contin-
ued efforts to build a caring and safe
environment for all our children.

William J. Foley, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Westfield

Although I am not a Westfield resi-
dent, I do frequent the shops in down-
town Westfield. My husband is disabled
and needs a wheelchair to get around.
We usually use the parking lot on Cen-
tral Avenue behind the movie theatre.
We have always parked in the handicap
space without any problems.

When the lot was metered, the handi-
cap spaces were free. We assumed that
the same policy was in effect.

When we came back to the car I was
stunned to see a ticket on the windshield.
We had the proper handicap identifica-
tion, but the ticket was for overtime
parking. When I looked into the matter I
was told that the new policy is that
handicap people are now expected to
pay for parking. There is no notice at
either of the two spaces to indicate that
the policy previously in existence was
changed; even the store personnel were
not aware of this change.

I checked the parking lot to see where
the pay boxes were located. Although
the handicaped are expected to pay for
parking, nothing has been done to make
the pay boxes handicap accessible. All
of the pay boxes are quite a distance
away from the handicap spaces. Neither
of the boxes in the middle of the lot are
easily accessible and cannot be reached
at all if you are in a wheelchair. There is
a box even further away that is more
handicap accessible. This pay box is
located on the other side of the Central
Avenue entrance from the handicap
spaces. Accessing this pay box requires
crossing the Central Avenue entrance,
which can be dangerous for someone
who is disabled.

It is hard to believe that the residents
of such a lovely town as Westfield would
condone such a callous policy. The in-
sensitivity to the safety of those requir-
ing the use of the handicap spaces is
appalling. I can only assume that the
person in charge of such things felt that
the safety of a handicapped person was
less important than the revenue gener-
ated from these two spaces. Is it really
necessary to ask someone who needs
assistance to get around to have to worry
about feeding the pay box while shop-
ping? Instead of adding to the difficul-
ties of our handicapped we should be
applauding the courage that it takes them
to try to get around and live their lives to
the fullest.

I am writing this in the hopes that this
policy will be changed before someone
is seriously hurt or worse.

Anne M. Brezin
Scotch Plains

What does history tell us about the
origins of our business district and the
sense of community in the center of
town?

Do you recognize an American vil-
lage now entering another century that
has a Post Office at one corner of a
rectangle of streets laid out 300 years
ago, a movie house where there used to
be a tavern at the next corner north, a
long main street with four big churches
and four banks, a department store
where there was once a general store at
the far end and a street called First
Avenue at the south corner, with the
railroad station and fire house right in
the center?

It looks exactly like it was laid out
for a village green or commons, though
it never was. An old north/south Indian
trail now known as Mountain Avenue
ran directly into the north corner. A
high spot along that path is where the
first setters William Miller and Hannah
Marsh chose to live in 1727, when they
moved out of town into the wilderness.
The Miller-Cory house built later for
their oldest son is still there, the oldest
house in town.

Hannah Marsh came from the oldest
family, at the crossroads where 200
acres was allotted to Samuel Marsh in

1700 Our earliest sketch map as of
1734 shows the “commons” as a dotted
line, adjoining Marsh. It seems they
had been out-farming there for years
before 1727, south of Broad Street,
with nobody yet living anywhere
nearby. Other settlers followed rap-
idly. There was a big surge in 1734-5,
after a lawsuit by proprietors who
claimed nonresident land rights was
decided in favor of the settlers.

1734 was also the date of a peculiar
land transaction known as Hubbell’s
Folly. William Miller and his neigh-
bor John Robinson gave the new Pres-
byterian church 40 acres at what used
to be the crossroads corner and changed
the configuration of Mountain Avenue
to eliminate the crossroads. This was
to thwart the foolish efforts of a young
minister Nathaniel Hubbell to claim
the entire lot as his personal property.
An official resurvey in 1736 trans-
ferred to Marsh the village commons
that never was.

Local homes and families were hit
hard during the Revolutionary War.
Further development was slow until
1862, when the first suburban com-
muters came, during the Civil War,
after the railroad was extended across
Newark Bay for military transport. A
sketch view drawn that year shows a
train steaming into the station past
empty farmlands to the south of town.
Before residential homes began to ap-
pear, business development was con-
fined to the four streets between
Quimby and Broad, Clark and Central
Avenue.

The restful green area we still have
in the center of town is part of this
heritage. The little creek running down
the middle is still open, behind the
firehouse. It runs south under the tracks
unrecognized, through the same tun-
nel as a thousand commuters each day.
We even have the quaint local tradi-
tion of a limit on building height that
keeps the downtown steeples, bank
buildings and trees still visible on the
horizon.

The name of our town is Westfield.
Are there people around now who en-
joy this sense of small town history
and don’t want to forget it all?

Just ask us!

Homer J. Hall
Exeter, New Hampshire

Westfield Town Historian 1996-98

NALC Appreciates
Westfielders  Generosity

As President of the Westfield Letter
Carriers Union (NALC), I wish on be-
half of my brothers and sisters and my-
self to thank the patrons we serve in
Westfield for their generosity during our
recent food drive.

Letter carriers, by your donations,
collected more than 25,000 pounds of
food. These donations have been placed
with your local food bank, Holy Trinity
Church, to help those in our communi-
ties who are in need. We are deeply
grateful to those residents who not only
this year but for the past 11 years have
helped this Union provide for those less
fortunate. Our annual food drive, which
takes place the Saturday before Moth-
ers’ Day, has had more and more partici-
pation from residents. It is wonderful
that a community can work together for
such a worthwhile cause.

Thomas Murphy
President of Branch 1492

Westfield

Letters to the Editor

THE FORGOTTEN…WHS students Julia Nelson, left, Jesse Cohn, center, and
Amy Bourke pose in front of the 1898-1902 Westfield War Plaque. They planted
a summer garden in memory of Spanish American War, Philippine Insurrec-
tion and China Relief Expedition veterans in hopes that their efforts would not
be forgotten. Craig Stock of Westfield, Summit Plants, the WHS Marching
Band and Bartell Farm and Garden Supplies all donated to the project.

Ben Solomon for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LAPS FOR LIFE…Cancer survivors stand together and walk the first lap of the
12-hour Up-All-Night Relay for Life at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.Residents Call for

Deck Referendum
For many months, we have followed

the parking deck issue in hopes of form-
ing a sensible, unbiased opinion. While
we recognize that for some there is a
genuine problem of parking spaces, we
still have some concerns about construct-
ing parking decks.

Our far-greater concern is about the
proposed construction of retail and resi-
dential spaces and the consequences. The
Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia
reports that “rents have been flat or edg-
ing down” and there is a significant “va-
cancy rate for offices and other commer-
cial properties.” For an indication of the
flagging current residential rental market
in Westfield, just look at the numerous
long-hanging ‘For Rent’ signs at places
that already have proximity to town and
transportation. Therefore, we seriously
doubt that building mixed retail and resi-
dential space will offset much of the
parking decks’ construction costs, as
claimed. If there is an unlikely dramatic
market change, there will still be the
results of school, traffic and tax impacts.

A non-binding public referendum is
called for. If there is a majority demand
for construction of parking decks in-
stead of alternative parking solutions,
then build them. Don’t compound a ques-
tionable solution by adding the obvious
risks and consequences of business and
dwelling spaces.

We are not against change and
progress, but we are very concerned.

John and Beverly Charters
Westfield


