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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Botryoid – Resembling a grape

cluster in form
2. Olf – The bullfinch
3. Eroteme – The question mark
4. Gallimaufry – Hash made of meat

scraps; jumbled

ESCULIC
1. Excessively fond of one’s wife to

the point of submission
2. Mundane; worldly
3. Pertaining to the horse chestnut
4. Elliptical in shape

FURUNCULOSIS
1. A mild form of smallpox
2. Swelling or state of being swollen
3. The state of being afflicted with

boils
4. A nervous disorder causing a state

of uncontrollable quivering
CARKING

1. A small piece of artillery
2. Distressing; perplexing
3. Moving in a hopping or skipping

manner
4. Coughing up or spitting

CARCAJOU
1. Idle babble or chat
2. A sleeveless garment worn over or

under armor
3. Thewolverine or badger
4. A light, four-wheeled carriage,

drawn by either one or two horses

Mayor’s Assistant Responds to Letter
Regarding Arrest for Parking Ticket

Editor’s note: This letter was
originally sent to Tom Buttrick, whose
letter appeared in the May 13 edition.

* * * * * * *
The town finds it necessary to respond

to your recent published letter in The
Westfield Leader. While the Town does
not have time to respond to all the inac-
curate and misinformed letters that find
their way to print, we feel it is necessary
to reply to your comments.

You were issued a parking violation at
the end of March. In mid-April you
received a Notice to Appear in Court,
and you failed to appear. Three weeks
later an arrest-warrant notice was re-
ceived from the NJ State Office of the
Administrative Court to Westfield’s
Municipal Court. Our Court is obligated
under law to issue that warrant. A Notice
of the Warrant was also sent to you. The
issuance of the warrant is State Law
(governed by Rules Governing the Court
of the State of New Jersey Chapter 7:2.)
The State Law supersedes any local laws.

Once the warrant is issued any police
department has access through a state-
wide computer system now available in
their patrol cars. The fact is, the town did
issue the parking ticket; however, you
cannot blame the town because you failed

to pay the ticket and then failed to appear
in court after you received the Notice to
Appear and by doing so were in con-
tempt of the court.

To insinuate that the Town of
Westfield, or any other municipality, do
anything contrary to NJ State Law is
irresponsible.

Your incident has no relationship to
Westfield Town Government, the
Westfield Police Department or the pro-
posed parking improvements. It is sim-
ply an administrative function of the
court to respond to your personal fail-
ures to obey legal notices that were sent
to you in a timely fashion. The Town of
Westfield and the Westfield Police De-
partment have no control over police
policy in Far Hills. Your disparaging
remarks toward Westfield officials at all
levels is inappropriate and certainly does
not reflect the great service performed
by our Police Department to the citizens
of Westfield.

The dedicated service of our Town
Officials, as well as volunteers like your-
self, is truly what makes Westfield such
a desirable community.

Claire Gray
Executive Assistant to the Mayor

Westfield

Red Bank Resident
Spreads Gifted and
Talented Curricula

Recently the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation has approved new Gifted and
Talented curricula. These curricula ap-
pear very well-designed. However, in
the interests of children excluded from
the Gifted and Talented curricula, I have
obtained copies of these curricula under
the New Jersey Open Public Records
Act and have placed them on my website
http://www.ken-macritchie.com. Thus,
parents of children excluded from the
Gifted and Talented curricula can teach
this subject matter to their children.

The Gifted and Talented curricula are
designed for children who are “profoundly
gifted.” However, a review of the curricula
indicates that almost any child can learn
this subject matter. I am always pleased to
light the lamp of learning and broaden
access to educational opportunities.

Kenneth MacRitchie
Red Bank

SP-F Welfare Director Thanks Donors
of Local Welfare Department

Spring is finally in the air and I am hoping that so many of our neighbors who are out
of work, experiencing illness or just finding it hard to make ends meet will witness bright

Westfield Resident
Upset Over Coach,

Umpire Fight
In a 2001 survey conducted by Sports

Illustrated for Kids, 74 percent of the
3,000 children who participated in the
survey said they had witnessed adults
acting “out of control” during youth
sporting events.

Inappropriate behavior by coaches and
parents is all too common in youth sports.
Berating officials, yelling at players for
mistakes, refusing to shake hands with
opponents, making excuses for every
loss...the decline of good sportsmanship
is evident. Game tension, combined with
adults who can’t control themselves, can
turn a fun kids’ game into a pressure
cooker.

Youth sports can be a great avenue
for teaching children values like team-
work, compassion, winning and losing
gracefully, learning from mistakes, hard
work and dedication. My four children
have played many different sports on
different levels - travel, school, in-town
and club teams. Most of the experi-
ences have been positive. But I’ve seen
some adult behaviors that were shock-
ing and inexcusable. Sometimes we
reveal our true selves during youth
games and we need to remember that
our children are watching and looking
to us as role models.

It was disturbing to read in the
Westfield Police blotter about an alter-
cation at Gumbert Park between a coach
and umpire during a youth baseball
game. The situation compelled police
intervention! The police blotter did not
mention the coach’s name and I wish it
had. If he/she is not removed from the
coaching position, (the appropriate con-
sequence), then parents should be able
to decide if they want their children
coached by this person. Bad calls will
always happen - it’s a part of playing
sports. Coaches should have the self-
control necessary to teach children how
to accept an official’s decision, even
when they disagree. There are organi-
zations around the country that are fed
up with poor sportsmanship. They have
implemented programs where coaches
and parents must complete a training
course in sportsmanship. Some even
demand that violating the “code of con-
duct” will result in the coach/parent
being suspended from attending games.
USA Hockey and Hockey Canada have
partnered to launch a series of radio and
TV public service announcements (Re-
lax, It’s Just A Game) targeting adult
behavior at youth hockey games.

If we are looking to develop a positive
attitude in our kids, we would do well to
watch our own behaviors at athletic
events. Do we give positive encourage-
ment or critical judgmental remarks? Do
we show a calm demeanor or heated
overreactions to mistakes? Do we praise
participation or game statistics? Next
time you go to a game, remember, your
attitude is showing. And the kids are
watching.

Christine Foley
Westfield

As Election Races Heat Up,
We Invite Everyone’s Opinions

It’s a big year on the national level for elections
this November. As the race between Senator John
Kerry (D-MA) and President George W. Bush heats
up, we’re likely to see much on television about the
handling of the war in Iraq, the economy and social
security reform.

Here in the Seventh Congressional District, we
will hear and read about Democratic candidate Steve
Brozak of Westfield facing off against incumbent
Republican Mike Ferguson. Though Congressman
Ferguson won the last election by 17 points, it was
the closest congressional race in the state. Mr.
Brozak is bringing in support from fellow Demo-
crats including Senator Jon Corzine and former
Senator Bill Bradley. Mr. Ferguson has yet to an-
nounce his campaign. We expect to hear from both
candidates on issues that affect the district such as
federal funds and homeland security.

On the local level, municipal elections will take
place in Union County government, Fanwood, Scotch
Plains and Mountainside.

In Mountainside, the Republicans are once again
running unopposed. No Democrat has ever held a
seat on the borough council. There are a few issues
in the borough that rile the public. Senior citizens are
opposing the proposed community center and school
board difficulties have been in the news.

The race in Fanwood will be hotly contested, with
Democrats Katherine Mitchell and Michael Brennan
looking to keep their hold on the council and Repub-
licans Joel Stroz and Maureen Mawby trying to take
back Republican seats lost last November. The
downtown redevelopment plans and municipal taxes
were at issue then. Now, matters seem to be more of

personality and style rather than of substance.
Scotch Plains Democrat Barbara Baldasarre will

look to put an end to the Republican total rule of the
council, facing off against Paulette Coronato. Demo-
crat Andy Baron will attempt to unseat Republican
Mayor Martin Marks. There are plenty of issues that
might arise in Scotch Plains, but it’s up to the
contenders how tough the fight will be.

In Westfield, the politicos are breathing a sigh of
relief, as there are no municipal elections this year
due to the new four-year term law they slipped in
recently. Incumbents will escape testing the voters’
wrath from the heated debate over development,
parking and parking tickets. None of this will be put
in the voters’ hands this November, but next year,
half of the council and the mayor are up for election.

In the county, issues such as the reactivation of the
rail line, the Union County Arts Center purchase,
patronage and taxes are hot topics for the candidates.
Four Republicans - Joe Renna, Frank Arena, Bruce
Paterson and Pat Quattrocchi will try to get their feet
in the door against incumbent Dan Sullivan and first-
time campaigners Betty Jane Kowalski, Adrian Mapp
and John Wohrab. The Democrats have a 9-0 lock,
nearly a decade long, on the Freeholder Board.

We encourage all of the candidates to submit
columns and letters to tell the public their views on
the issues. We ask that the candidates keep submis-
sions to about 400 to 500 words, address issues and
not engage in personal attacks on others. Submis-
sions outside of these bounds are subject to be edited
or rejected.

We also encourage the public to submit their
questions to the candidates.

UNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELD

Submitted by Lorre Korecky
Board Trustee

This continues a series featuring
the 22 community service agencies
that are part of the United Fund of
Westfield. The 22 agencies reflect
the needs of today’s society. Those
who seek help are provided with
people-oriented services that are par-
tially funded through contributions
to the United Fund of Westfield.

* * * * * * *
For more than 45 years, the Wash-

ington Rock Girl Scout Council has
inspired girls with the highest ideals
of character, conduct, patriotism and
service. Currently, the Service Cen-
ter, located at 201 Grove Street, East
in Westfield, serves more than 11,000
girls and adults in Union, Middlesex
and Somerset counties. Westfield has
the largest community of Girl Scouts,
with 112 troops, 1,241 girls and 401
adult members.

The Westfield Girl Scouts make
up an outstanding group that gives
back to its community in many ways.
On April 3 of this year, the Annual
Service Day held at Westfield High
School drew almost 200 Girl Scout
participants including Daisies,
Brownies and Juniors, and older girls
in Cadette and Senior troops assisted
the younger girls with their crafts.
The event was organized by eighth-
grade Cadette Troop No. 402 as its
Silver Award project. The Silver
Award is the highest award a Cadette
Girl Scout can achieve.

The crafts made at the event in-
cluded cards, hanging mobiles and
small gifts for delivery to Runnells
Specialized Hospital, Children’s
Specialized Hospital and Meals on
Wheels. Participants made pillows
for the animal shelter in Linden, and
some of the older girls made baby
blankets for a church to distribute to
needy families in the area.

Pat Barone, a Cadette troop leader,
has been with her group of teenage
girls since they were in kindergarten.
“Our troop started out as Daisies in
kindergarten, and I have seen them
grow,” she said. “The skills they’ve

The Needs of Today’s Society:
Washington Rock Girl Scout Council

learned were put to use on their Silver
Award project, and we are all very
proud of their accomplishments.”

Some of the other accomplish-
ments for this Girl Scout community
include three Gold Awards, 35 Silver
Awards and 34 Bronze Awards. The
Gold Award is the highest honor a
Senior Girl Scout can achieve, and
the Bronze Award is the highest award
for Junior Girl Scouts.

Girl Scouting is a continuous ad-
venture in learning that offers every
girl a broad range of activities that
support current interests and help
prepare her for the future. Girls have
fun and make new friends, and
through meaningful community ser-
vice, they acquire understanding
about themselves and others.

Every girl receives opportunities
to develop self-esteem, self-reliance,
leadership abilities and teamwork
skills in a way that is both fun and
safe. Every parent has opportunities
to spend quality time with a daughter
and to build a meaningful, rich rela-
tionship with her. Every volunteer
has opportunities to use unique skills
to uncover untapped talents and to
contribute to the community. Girl
Scouting plays an important role in
uniting girls with their families,
friends and communities.

Washington Rock Girl Scout Coun-
cil is one of 22 agencies supported by
the United Fund of Westfield. For
more information about how to sup-
port these local service organiza-
tions, please call Linda Maggio,
Executive Director of the United
Fund of Westfield, at (908) 233-2113.
For information about the services
provided by Washington Rock Girl
Scout Council or to become a volun-
teer, please call (908) 232-3236, ex-
tension no. 1209.

Many girls in our communities are
looking forward to being a Girl Scout.
To make their dreams come true,
caring volunteers are needed. If you
have six hours a month to give, you
can become a Girl Scout volunteer.

Behavioral Contracts Can’t
Teach Lessons in Sportsmanship

It is a sad state of affairs when we need to have
contracts agreeing to proper and good sportsman-
ship. What happened to just enjoying the game and
being happy to know the kids had fun and played
their best?

There are two types of contracts around when it
comes to sports. For younger players, parents  sign
a contract saying that they will support positive
playing and refrain from fighting. Students at the
high school must sign a contract saying that they will
not smoke, do drugs or drink while they are playing
during the season.

We all know that tempers can flare during a heated
game, and parents can get into scuffles over whose
kid is playing what position or getting more time or
an umpire’s call on the play. However, this behavior
is unacceptable, and it sets a bad example for the kids
who are playing. Also, parents have been harassing
and badmouthing coaches when their team loses or
when they feel their children aren’t given enough
playing time. Just last week, an altercation took
place between a coach and an umpire at Gumbert
Park in Westfield, causing the police to come and the
game to be cancelled. This is unusual for sports
events in our town, and it is something worth being
concerned about.

If a high school sports player is arrested for driving
while intoxicated the night before the season starts,
the no-drugs contract is not enforced. Regardless of
whether that student is a good sports player, such
behavior should not be overlooked. It is truly the
honor system, and nine times out of 10, students will
not report one another for smoking a cigarette or
drinking a beer.

Contracts for good behavior are all well and good,
but there needs to be a change in society first.
Participation in sports provides a great learning
experience. It teaches respect, sportsmanship, team-
work and self-esteem. But there is such a thing as
being too competitive if it causes kids to be under too
much stress. They are often under pressure to suc-
ceed at too many things: sports, grades, social life,
etc. It’s not good when parents encourage this and
then don’t adhere to their own contracts by fighting
with an umpire or coach.

Let’s remember that the kids and the coaches should
be out there to have fun. They play their best and
everyone should be congratulated for a job well done.

Parents should be there to support the team and
enjoy the game – win, lose or draw. For the most part,
that’s the way it is. At times, we slip and need to be
reminded.

Brennans Thank Police
For Helping Mother

On Thursday, May 13, my mother
suffered a very serious and life-threaten-
ing leg injury. There was a large loss of
blood and she was alone at the time. She
could have very easily bled to death.

But because the Fanwood Police De-
partment responded so rapidly and got
her the emergency care she needed so
quickly (including calling for a helicop-
ter to land in Forest Park!), my mother
not only survived, but it appears she will
also not lose her leg.

On behalf of our entire family, we
wish to extend our deepest heartfelt
thanks to all the incredibly wonderful
people who gave us our mother back.

The Brennan Family
Fanwood
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SP-F Welfare Director Thanks
Donors to Local Welfare Department
Spring is finally in the air and I am

hoping that so many of our neighbors who
are out of work, experiencing illness or
just finding it hard to make ends meet will
witness bright days, too. The communi-
ties of Scotch Plains and Fanwood have
again remembered those less fortunate by
donating food, clothing, toys and mon-
etary gifts to their local welfare depart-
ment. This is the first time I have been
publicly able to thank them for all their
help because I too am coming up for my
first breath of air after a long, hard and
frustrating winter.

The decline in our economy has forced
many residents to seek assistance with
utility bills, prescriptions, food and rent
payments from the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood Welfare Department. Many in-
dividuals and religious and community
organizations have helped me provide food
and monetary assistance through their kind
donations. I would like to thank Temple
Beth Israel and Immaculate Heart of Mary
R.C. Church for their monthly food dona-
tions. I would also like to thank the Ameri-
can Legion, the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, Scotch Plains Baptist Church, the
First United Methodist Church, the SP-F
Service League, Charlie Brown’s
Restaurant’s employees, Coldwell Banker

Realty and all the area schools who held
food drives, the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
municipal workers, mayors and councils
and our residents who anonymously drop
off food for our pantry.

If I have forgotten anyone please for-
give me, it has been an overwhelming
year and I am sure you gave from your
heart and not for the publicity.

Our food pantry is located in the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building and anyone
in need can pick up food on Tuesday
mornings. Donations of non-perishable
foods are accepted at both the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building and the
Fanwood Borough Hall. We also accept
monetary donations that assist our resi-
dents with prescriptions and utility pay-
ments. Checks should be made out to the
Donald Denitzio Memorial Fund and
mailed to the Welfare Department, lo-
cated at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
07076, or dropped off at either munici-
pal building.

May we see better days ahead and
may we always show kindness and con-
cern for our neighbors. Thanks again.

Maria Santo
Welfare Director

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
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