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Kate Re, Art 4, graphic.Kate Re, Art 4, graphic.Kate Re, Art 4, graphic.Kate Re, Art 4, graphic.Kate Re, Art 4, graphic.

Michelle Helen Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DREW ATTENTION…Steve Fromtling’s acrylic, pictured above, wasDREW ATTENTION…Steve Fromtling’s acrylic, pictured above, wasDREW ATTENTION…Steve Fromtling’s acrylic, pictured above, wasDREW ATTENTION…Steve Fromtling’s acrylic, pictured above, wasDREW ATTENTION…Steve Fromtling’s acrylic, pictured above, was
one of the show’s most attention grabbing pieces due to its content,one of the show’s most attention grabbing pieces due to its content,one of the show’s most attention grabbing pieces due to its content,one of the show’s most attention grabbing pieces due to its content,one of the show’s most attention grabbing pieces due to its content,
masterful technique and professional quality.masterful technique and professional quality.masterful technique and professional quality.masterful technique and professional quality.masterful technique and professional quality.

VVVVVariety ariety ariety ariety ariety WWWWWas Sas Sas Sas Sas Spice of pice of pice of pice of pice of WWWWWestfieldestfieldestfieldestfieldestfield
PPPPPublic School Dublic School Dublic School Dublic School Dublic School District Aristrict Aristrict Aristrict Aristrict Art St St St St Shohohohohowwwww
By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – A giant pink
papier-mâché flamingo with sunglasses
and a black bowtie watched over the
three-day 2004 Westfield Schools Dis-
trict Art Show. The
piece, which was crafted
by 17 eighth graders, was
one of the highlights of
the annual exhibition
held in the Westfield
High School (WHS)
gymnasium last week.

Mellow hits by musi-
cians like Fleetwood Mac
supplied the mood for
one of the district’s most
diverse shows, as students
and teachers trailed in be-
tween classes and breaks
to catch all of the action.

In his morning address
to students, WHS Prin-
cipal Dr. Robert Petix
enthused that this year’s
exhibit, which included
works from students en-
rolled in kindergarten
through 12th grade, was
perhaps the best to date.

Using India ink and
watercolor on Strathmore paper, WHS
students such as Jessica Bender, Kate
Geenberg, Willa Schaefer, and Lauren
Simmons carried a floral theme in
their pieces. The colors exploded off of
the canvas, while the delicate ink lines
whispered the students’ designs.

Students in the Crafts classes of-
fered an inviting pile of indigo blue
and white batik pillows; some mixed
in were constructed from felt with
other hand-sewn felt embellishments.

Emily Colvin, an Art 4 student, com-
manded the charcoal category with her
intense portrait of a young man’s face,
filled with perfect shading and texture.

Nearby, Art 3 students offered up
three-dimensional sculptures – some
Buddha-like figures. Mixed media
sculptures took the form of everything
from Homer Simpson, a devil, an
angel, Mickey Mouse, Freddy Krueger

and Kermit the Frog.
Upperclassmen certainly made their

fine arts teachers proud.
One of the stars of the show, Steve

Fromtling, drew eye-popping gasps
and admiration with his acrylic paint-

ings – one of which depicted “Beaver
Cleaver”-like parents entering their son’s
room after he overdosed on heroine.
Fromtling’s provocative scene was laced
with tell-tale images, such as drug para-
phernalia, trophy-lined shelves, and ivy-
league college banners.

Whether or not viewers are disturbed
by the subject matter Fromtling chose
for this painting, the artist’s astounding
professionalism, respect for his craft,
and meticulous attention to detail, are
unquestionable.

Fromtling continued to dominate at-
tention with another acrylic – a self-
portrait, which glowed from behind the
canvas with traces of the skeletal system.
While difficult to photograph, seeing
the portrait up-close and personal was a
riveting experience. The artist’s unique
presentation deserves highest praise.

Art 3 student Philip Kim’s mixed

media painting of a young man trac-
ing his skin with blue paint, while
staring in a mirror, also attracted hordes
of students. Courtney Franko, another
Art 3 artist, exhibited a clever acrylic
in mustard and green tones, which

included a dunce cap,
perched atop a class-
room chair. In the
background, a black-
board read “2 + 2.”

Art 4 student Kate
Re also gathered an
audience with her
graphic, a drawing of
a teenage girl seated
on her bedroom floor.
Staring straight at the
observer, Re made her
audience wonder
what thoughts were
streaming through the
young woman’s mind.

Upperclassmen also
displayed framed fab-
ric trimmed exquisitely
with colored seed beads
– a truly unique addi-
tion to this year’s show.

Eighth grader and
TR (Teddy Roosevelt)
Scholar Melanie Jack-

son created one of the most intricate and
well-conceived projects – a stenciled
chess table with handcrafted ocean-
themed chess pieces. While another TR
Scholar and student at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School, Christine Kandigan,
designed a red dance costume.

Near the end of the exhibition,
eighth grader Christine Tolias’ oil
painting of a woman and young girl
was depicted in true Mary Cassatt
style. The youngster seemed to tip her
hat to Paul Cezanne and Paul Gaugin
with her use of color and brush strokes.

Seventh and eighth graders paved the
walkways for attendees with their papier-
mâché Lifesavers containers and life-
sized pineapples and watermelons. Other
seventh graders engaged in glass paint-
ing, mask-making and embroidery.

Sixth graders rocked in color pencil
drawing and name recognition projects
involving calligraphy. Fifth graders,
like Robert Bunting, proved to their
art teachers that they grasped the tech-
niques involved in batik/watercolor
resist painting.

Introducing students to cartoon cel
creation and animation paid off in a
big way for fifth grade teachers. Two
students mastered the art perfectly
and proved that the Westfield Public
Schools art district should indeed con-
sider itself a leader in arts education.

Fourth graders could have filled a
high-end department store with their
selection of hand-sewn pouches.

Finally, first grader Devin Kiernan
was one of the best portrait artists in the
bunch. The youngster only needed
crayon and pencil to bring the piece to
life. And, for a group of kindergarteners,
there was no “monkeying around” when
it came to putting pencil to paper for a
trio of little monkeys.

The best part of this year’s show has
to be the immense diversity in media.

For example, students made this
year especially unique by exhibiting
paper pulp drawings, tooling foil and
ink, amate painting, scratchboard,
basket-weaving, assorted felt projects,
ceramics and CD cover art.

During the exhibition, students were
also given the opportunity to act as
curators, under a special project initi-
ated by teachers. The pupils worked at
an enthusiastic and feverish pace to
get the job done.

The school district’s art instructors,
as well as Westfield Fine Arts Depart-
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — A Westfield
woman has chronicled her lifelong battle
against disability and discrimination in
a recently released book entitled “Foot-
prints in the Sand: A Disabled Woman’s
Inspiring Journey to Happiness.”

Author Josie Varga has battled cere-
bral palsy from birth. She has also
struggled with
hearing loss and
skin cancer. She
hopes her book
will inspire oth-
ers to overcome
their personal
challenges.

As a child,
Varga was often
ridiculed and
called stupid
because of her
cerebral palsy.

“It was hard
to get past the
stigma,” she told
The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, add-
ing that she often felt sorry for her-
self as she was growing up, and tried
hard to get people to acknowledge
her.

“Back then, I thought I had to
make everyone like me, but today I
know that it is impossible to satisfy
everyone,” Varga clarified. “I am okay
with that because the only person I
need to satisfy is me.”

As a graduate of Rowan University
with a degree in communication and
journalism, Varga faced discrimination
in the workplace. Her bilateral high
and low frequency nerve deafness that
resulted from the cerebral palsy was
often perceived by prospective employ-
ers to be a disadvantage.

Even Varga’s father discouraged her
from setting her goals too high.

“It took me a long time to realize
that he was trying to protect me,”
Varga explained.

Over the years, Varga was able to trans-
form the negativity she encountered into
strength. The more people told her she
should not try to accomplish her goals,
the more determined she became.

Prior to the passing of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in

1990, Varga worked her way up from
Assistant Editor to Assistant Director
of Communications to Director of
Communications in a firm whose name
she holds confidential. Eventually, she
became a successful communication
consultant.

“If I had a choice, I would not change
the fact that I was born with cerebral
palsy,” Varga continued. “My disability

has made me rich, not in money,
but in becoming the strong per-
son I am today.

“Footprints in the Sand” chal-
lenges the reader to focus on the
positive side of life, no matter what
it brings. Varga uses her bout with
melanoma in 2000 after the birth
of her oldest daughter to illustrate

that it is not what
happens to you,
it is how you re-
spond to what
happens.

“We need to
take the negatives
that life sends us
and turn them
into positives,”
she said. “I wrote
‘Footprints in the
Sand’ because I
want to inspire
others to over-
come. Not only

the disabled community, but everyone
who reads my book. We all have our
weaknesses and strengths. Hopefully, my
book will inspire others to concentrate on
their strengths.”

Varga is currently working on two
additional inspirational books. She is seek-
ing reader contributions for them.

For one project, “Up to the Chal-
lenge,” Varga is looking for heart-warm-
ing and inspiring stories from those
who have chosen to concentrate on
ability and not disability. More details
about this book, as well as Varga’s other
writing projects are available on her
website, www.josievarga.com.

Josie and her husband, John, have
two pre-school age daughters, Lia
Josephine and Erica Ann.

Josie will be signing copies of “Foot-
prints in the Sand: A Disabled Woman’s
Inspiring Journey to Happiness” on Sat-
urday, May 22, at The Town Book Store
in Westfield from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Josie VargaJosie VargaJosie VargaJosie VargaJosie Varga
Photo by Dave Rossi

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD — “We open in
Venice, then on to Verona” … or
should we say then on to Cranford,
where the Cranford Dramatic Club’s
(CDC) latest production, Kiss Me
Kate, will be featured through Sat-
urday, May 22. For Cole Porter fans,
this is a must see.

When a director sees the big pic-
ture in his or her mind, amazing
things can be produced on stage.
That is what transpires with Direc-
tor Drude Roessler’s vision of the
Porter classic. Roessler brings 40
years of teaching music and direct-
ing productions to this show.

When first married, she and her
husband Charles played the leads, so
Kiss Me Kate is an integral part of
her personal history.

While an exuberant band plays
the overture, the audience is imme-
diately catapulted into the deep end
of the theater experience with a glimpse

of last-minute preparations that take
place backstage before the curtain goes
up. The fanfare and flurry of activity
are the precursor of what actually
happens on the stage of the fictitious
Fords Theater in Baltimore with “An-
other Op’nin,’ Another Show.”

This specific acting troupe travels
from town to town with their pro-
duction of Shakespeare’s, Taming of
the Shrew. The play-within-a-play
framework mirrors the on and off
stage feuds of the two leading players.

Both leads in CDC’s production
are first rate in acting, stage presence
and voice. “Wunderbar” showcases
the rich baritone of Roger Hayden
(Fred/Petruchio) and balances it
against crystal clear soprano notes of
Jean McCauley (Lilli/Kate).

As the song ends, a lingering kiss at
the end denotes to the audience that
although Lilli professes that she has
moved on to love another man, she
still has deep feelings for her former
husband, the man with a roving eye.

Just like many of Shakespeare’s works,
the musical’s twists and turns revolve
on mistaken identity and, in this par-
ticular show, misdirected delivery of
flowers. Fireworks go off when Lilli
finds out that her wedding bouquet has
been replicated and sent by her “ex” to
Lois, the show’s second lead.

Lois (Karen Zilg) and Bill (Jeffrey
Fiorello) have their own lopsided
love relationship despite Lois’ in-
fatuation with every other man who
walks her way. “Always True to You
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Never having at-
tended a concert opera performance
by the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO), I expected an oratorio-style
presentation with singers holding
scores and acting out their roles using
mere facial expressions.

However, the WSO’s performance
of Don Giovanni on May 15 at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield was
nothing like that, much to my relief
and ultimate delight.

The WSO provided listeners with a
lot of information about the opera.
Each received a plot synopsis and con-
densed libretto. Some of the recitative
was in spoken English, and Maestro
David Wroe filled in the plot where he
had made cuts in the score.

Working with a six-foot-wide por-
tion of stage and Maestro Wroe behind
them, the singers were able to render
vivid characterizations through their
gestures and movements, despite the
space restrictions and lack of costume.

Peter Volpe cut a dashing figure in
the title role. His tall, broad shouldered
physique, long locks, beard, and mus-

tache gave him a commanding pres-
ence. His characterization of the leg-
endary rake was top notch, as he was
obviously very familiar with the role.
His dark, edgy voice underscored the
character’s insidious nature. Even when
he tried to sweetly woo Zerlina in “La ci
darem la mano”, the timbre of his voice
betrayed his dishonorable intentions.

David Kravitz matched Volpe’s fine
characterization with an adept portrayal
of his servant, Leporello. If not Volpe’s
equal in pure vocal power, his voice was
pleasant, expressive, agile, and strong
throughout his range. The two worked
very well together as master and servant
on the small stage, and Kravitz exploited
the comedic elements of his part to the
hilt. His two arias “Notte e giorno faticar”
and “Madamina!” — both very well
done — set the comedic tone for the rest
of the evening.

Yunah Lee was in lovely voice as
Donna Elvira. Her singing and stage
manner depicted the overwrought na-
ture of the jilted lover, who still believed
the rake was redeemable. Her voice was
at its best in the upper register, but was
less full in the lower end of her range.
Although this factor lessened the bite of
“Ah! chi mi dice mai”, in which she sings
of cutting Don Giovanni’s heart out, her
delivery was still forceful enough to
convey the central emotion of the aria.

Brian Anderson was a stalwart Don
Ottavio. His light lyric tenor was well
suited for this role, which has two solo
arias requiring a refined technique
and musicality. Anderson’s singing
exemplified these qualities, especially
in “Dalla sua pace”. His superb breath
control and tonal shading demon-
strated a full command of his voice.

Kenneth Overton performed the roles
of both Masetto and the Commendatore,
and his resonant bass/baritone was very
effective in both. As Masetto, he seemed
very much the simple peasant newly-
wed. For his transition to
Commendatore, he wore a cape, strut-
ted across the stage with great flourish,
and adopted a more declamatory vocal
character and upright bearing.

Kathleen Magee had the sweet and
innocent sound that Zerlina requires.
For a light lyric soprano, she had a
remarkable consistency in vocal quality
throughout her entire range, and she
was always audible in ensemble due to
the scintillating timbre of her voice.

Rachel Cobb was perfectly cast as
Donna Anna. Her mostly grief stricken
arias contained the most genuine and
poignant emotions in the opera. The
sheer beauty of her voice would have
been satisfying enough, but her exquis-
ite phrasing and consistency of tone
and power from the top to bottom of
her range placed her at a higher level.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Reverend
Alphonse Stephenson will bring his Or-
chestra of St. Peter by the Sea back to
Westfield for a concert to benefit Youth
and Family Counseling Service (YFCS)
this Saturday, May 22, at 8 p.m. at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

The ensemble plays a range of music.
The program for each concert is a com-
bination of classical selections, seasonal
pieces, “pops” favorites, operatic arias,
and patriotic medleys.

Tickets for the concert at $25 for
general admission, $20 for senior citi-
zens over 65 years of age, and $10 for
students 18 and under. Patron seating is
available for $60. For more information
and to purchase tickets, please call YFCS
at (908) 233-2042.

YFCS is an independent non-profit
agency serving residents in Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside, Rahway, Scotch Plains
and Westfield.
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