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If You Don’t Think There is Resident
Opposition, Put Decks to a Vote

Editor’s note: This letter was origi-
nally sent to the mayor and council.

* * * * * * *
I sincerely want to help you. I am

giving you the benefit of the doubt.
Perhaps you are not getting the whole
message. I think you have heard some
very vocal support for the redevelop-
ment plan. That makes perfect sense.
The people who stand to reap financial
rewards from this are of course extremely
vocal. There is nothing wrong with this,
as it is their business.

Keep in mind, though, that most of the
residents of Westfield spend somewhere
between 40 and 60 hours a week at their
jobs (and some even more). So, it is
natural that the residents of Westfield do
not have as much time and energy to
fight against this plan as the developers
have to fight for it. For the people who
will profit from this plan, convincing
you that this is a good idea is their full
time job.

Do not be fooled by the amount of
time, energy and money the developers
are investing on promoting the parking
deck. This doesn’t mean Westfield resi-
dents want this.

I also think it is possible that you may

be victims of the “I agree” syndrome
that many executives and leaders face. It
is a very natural human reaction to nod,
smile and agree with those perceived to
be in a position of authority or power.

For some reason people are very re-
luctant to tell leaders directly what they
really think. This often results in ex-
tremely gross misperceptions of reality.
It happens in the corporate world quite
often. History is also full of examples of
leaders who think the people love them
right up until the time the palace is
stormed.

It should be apparent to anyone who
has spent time talking to the residents
that the vast majority of Westfielders are
vehemently opposed to the redevelop-
ment project. If you doubt this, just open
it up for a vote. Many residents are
starting to believe that this the very
reason there will not be a vote. I am not
sure if you are unaware of the degree of
opposition to this or if you simply do not
care. I hope you are just unaware.

You may decide to push this project
through no matter what. But you should
be very clear that you are absolutely
doing so with total disregard for, and
completely against, the wishes of the
residents.

I hope you are trying to do your best
for us since you were elected to serve the
residents, not the developers. So, I will
assume you just misunderstand the real-
ity of the situation.

Charlie Harris
Westfield

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2102

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, on May 18, 2004.  It will be
further considered for final passage, after
public hearing thereon, at a meeting of the
Town Council to be held in the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey, on June 1, 2004 at 8:00 P.M.
During the week prior to and up to and
including the date of such meeting copies of
the full ordinance will be available, at no cost
and during regular business hours, at the
Clerk’s office for the members of the gen-
eral public who shall request the same.  The
summary of the terms of such bond ordi-
nance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE TO
AUTHORIZE THE UNDERTAK-
ING OF VARIOUS RECRE-
ATION IMPROVEMENTS IN,
BY AND FOR THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, IN THE COUNTY
OF UNION, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE
THE SUM OF $1,113,000 TO
PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO
MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO
AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE
OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BOND ANTICIPA-
TION NOTES IN ANTICIPA-
TION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Undertaking of the following
Recreation improvements in, by and for the
Town, including all work, materials and ap-
purtenances necessary and suitable there-
for:

A.  Tamaques Park - upgrading HVAC
and electrical systems and reconfiguring
interior space at the log cabin; and court
resurfacing and lighting replacement at the
tennis courts.

B.  Houlihan/Sid Fay Fields - installation
of synthetic turf athletic fields, lighting, fenc-
ing and stands, expansion of parking areas
and related improvements.

C.  Additional Fields - undertaking a
study for the siting of new athletic fields.

Appropriation: $1,113,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $1,060,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: -0-
Section 20 Costs: $103,000
Useful Life: 15 years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

Town of Westfield
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 5/20/04, The Leader Fee: $62.22

More Letters to the Editor
It is Unfair for Westfield Residents
To Pick Up Downtown Parking Tab

Editor’s note: This letter was origi-
nally sent to the mayor and council.

* * * * * * *
I am unable to attend tonight’s coun-

cil meeting, but I wanted to write to let
you know that my wife and I are against
the parking decks proposed for down-
town Westfield.

As of June, I will have been commut-
ing from Westfield to New York City for
ten years. I do not think there is a need
for additional parking, and in light of
annual increases in property taxes and
already exorbitant commuter parking
fees, I think the financial commitment
could be disastrous for the town.

So why take the risk? Is it just for the
downtown businesses? To us, it appears
that first the commuters and then the rest
of the town will be asked to pick up the
tab to furnish the downtown businesses
with parking. While I support the busi-
nesses in the town, I don’t think my
parking fees and property taxes should
be subsidizing their capital expenses.

In the event more parking is deemed
necessary, I urge you to take a more
modest approach. The suggestions for
expanding the Southside lot seem to be
a good start. Thank you.

Chris Dorman
Westfield

Parker Gardens Offers
Tropical Plant Varieties

SCOTCH PLAINS –Parker Gar-
dens of Scotch Plains has added a
number of unusual tropical flowers,
plants and trees to its immense as-
sortment for the 2004 season.

“Tropical plants add a comfort-
able warmth to any garden or land-
scape, with their vibrant colors, in-
teresting shapes and rich textures,”
said Steven Parker, owner of Parker
Gardens. “They also make great ac-
cents around walkways, driveways
or just about any hardscape configu-

ration because of the soft contrast
they provide.” He added that they
also work well as container plantings.

Among the more unique varieties
of tropical plants offered at Parker
Gardens are Bromeliads, Australian
Tree Ferns, Lantanas, Passion Flower,
Plumbago and Sun Coleus, as well as
eight varieties of Orchids, three sizes
of Gazania and two colors of
Dipladenia and Mexican Heather,
five sizes and 15 colors of Hibiscus
and four colors of Bougainvillea.

With the warmer weather also
comes the opportunity to plant annu-
als, such as large, shade-loving Im-
patiens, Portulacas and several vari-
eties of exotic Geraniums.

“Now is the time to get annuals
planted so that they can enjoy a
healthy life and provide bright col-
ors throughout the entire Summer
season,” Parker said.

Parker Gardens is located at 1325
Terrill Road, Scotch Plains and is open
Monday through Wednesday from 7
a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday and Friday
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturday from 7
a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. For more information, call
(908) 322-5555 and press extension 5
for directions and 6 for special events.

Westfield Thrift Shop
To Hold Bag Day

WESTFIELD – The Thrift Shop,
run by the Westfield Service
League, located at 114 Elmer Street
in Westfield will hold its Bag Day
sale Saturday, June 5.

Bag Day marks the Service
League’s end-of-the-year event.
Customers can purchase a grocery-
sized paper bag and fill it to the
brim for just $5. Clothing, shoes,
accessories, bric-a-brac and much
more can be found at the shop.

The shop is open from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Proceeds are donated to
local charities. For more informa-
tion call the shop at (908) 233-
2530.

 

 


