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SP Zoning Board Questions
Height of Residential Deck

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board
of Adjustment approved one vari-
ance application, put off action on
another application, and enacted a
new rules change at its monthly meet-
ing last Thursday.

The board approved Salvador
Mejia’s application for a rear yard
setback variance in order to con-
struct a deck behind his home at 809
O’Donnell Avenue. Some board
members expressed concern that the
deck, which will be several feet above

the ground, would be visible beyond
Mr. Mejia’s property. Ken Anderson
said the height of the proposed deck
could be seen as “overbearing.”

William Kraft said that the deck’s
height might possibly affect the
ease with which the house could be
sold in the future. It was noted,
however, that the rear of his prop-
erty faces the parking lot for
Jerseyland Park while the left side
of his property abuts a lot with a
warehouse. Board member Chris
Abeel pointed out that if it were not
for the setback variance request,

“we’d have no jurisdiction over the
height of the deck.”

Chairman Jim Fawcett agreed,
saying, “we have to evaluate it based
on what the homeowner is request-
ing.”

Due to what Board Attorney Vince
Loughlin termed “jurisdictional
questions,” the board put off taking
action on another variance applica-
tion because all the particulars of the
application by John and Amanda
Jacobsen of 2256 Coles Avenue were
not properly advertised and there were
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County Freeholder Board Hears
Presentation on GIS System
By MATT MARINO

Specially Written for The Times

During the May 6 agenda meeting
held in Elizabeth, the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders an-
nounced that subsequent meetings
would include a brief presentation
made by a county department. That
evening, the Bureau of Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) kicked
off the series of presentations. Bu-
reau director Matt Mathan made the
presentation.

The GIS Bureau is part of the
Union County Department of Eco-
nomic Development, headed by
James Daley. The bureau works with
the county government and many of
the 21 municipalities in Union
County to provide various data for
uses such as tax mapping, police and
fire issues, and planning and devel-
opment on the local and county lev-
els.

GIS takes several types of data and
transfers it to graphic format, with
each county department having ac-
cess to the information through their
intranet. Law enforcement and emer-
gency personnel also have access to
the data for use in case of emergency
situations.

“We analyze questions and get
answers,” Mr. Mathan commented.

He described some various projects
of his department, beginning with
the map of Union County. He ex-
plained that for years, Union County
had contracted with Hagstrom’s (a
prominent mapmaking company) to
construct the county map.

However, the GIS Bureau soon
realized that it had the resources to
plan a county map “in-house.”

“Last year, my department decided

to do the map,” stated Mr. Mathan,
who added that after much work by
the GIS staff, the first official in-
house county map was completed.
The project was not only successful,
he said, but it eliminated the need for
the Hagstrom’s contract.

Mr. Mathan also detailed the use of
GIS in connection with Megan’s Law.
Under Megan’s Law, convicted sex
offenders must register with law en-
forcement on multiple government
levels, and they also are required to
register with youth-oriented facilities
such as schools and youth centers.

Using GIS, Union County can keep
track of where sex offenders reside,
thus ensuring that communities are
alerted when a sex offender enters a
particular area. This information, while
not available to the general public, is
used by county and local governments,
as well as law enforcement.

GIS is frequently used by the judi-
cial systems on the local and county
levels in conjunction with the police

departments. If a police chase is tak-
ing place somewhere in Union County,
the chase can be preserved on GIS.
This comes in handy when, upon
apprehension of the criminal, the po-
lice officer needs to verify where and
how far the chase took place.

Mr. Mathan said that he constantly
gets requests from the courts for this
type of information.

“We do a lot of work with the
police and the fire (officials) and the
sheriff,” he commented.

The GIS Bureau can also be uti-
lized in emergency situations, such
as when evacuation of a certain area
is required. For example, if an area
within the county was contaminated
with radiation, GIS could pinpoint
how far the contamination spread
and what municipalities needed to
be evacuated. Residents of those ar-
eas would then be alerted using a
database also contained within GIS.

Not all of the municipalities par-

Ben Solomon for The Times
CAMPAIGN SUPPORT...Former Senator Bill Bradley, second from right,
joined Congressional Candidate Stephen Brozak, second from left, at a recent
fundraiser in Fanwood. Pictured, from left to right, are: Linda Brozak, Mr.
Brozak, Former Senator Bradley and Freeholder Alexander Mirabella.

Ben Solomon for The Times
BENDING IT LIKE BECKHAM...Kids from Scotch Plains and Fanwood
crowd the field at the Union County Vocational and Technical School in Scotch
Plains to play soccer.

Robert Cleary, 6,
Succumbs to ALD

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Six-year old Robert Cleary suc-
cumbed to Adrenoleukodystrophy
(ALD) on Wednesday, May 5, at
home with his parents, Robert and
Jeanne, and his brother, Ryan.

In the past several months, the
small Borough of Fanwood rallied
around the Cleary family to raise
money to help pay for Robert’s medi-
cal care.

“When one mother is crying…all
mothers are crying,” Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr said. Speaking as a
young mother herself she said, “it
could be any one of us.”

ALD is a genetic disorder that
causes brain damage. The childhood
form of the disease is the most se-
vere, with the onset between ages
four and 10. The most common symp-
toms are usually behavioral changes
such as abnormal withdrawal or ag-
gression, poor memory and poor
school performance. Other symptoms
include vision loss, learning disabili-
ties, seizures, poorly articulated
speech, difficulty swallowing, deaf-
ness, disturbances of gait and coor-
dination, and progressive dementia.

ALD was discussed in the 1992
movie Lorenzo’s Oil, with actors
Susan Sarandon and Nick Nolte por-
traying parents attempting to find a
cure for their son’s disease.

On a website established for Rob-
ert, his mother Jean wrote, “Robert
has always been kind to other chil-
dren, adults and animals. He has
always seen the good side of situa-
tions. He has been eternally hopeful
in the goodness of people and the
world around him. He has been re-
markable with his empathy and hu-
mor. His intelligence has at times
astounded us. He used to love to talk,
endlessly it seemed at times. He was
full of energy and joy. He moved
effortlessly among people, places and
experiences.

Robert’s light has always shone so
brightly and it is that and not this
disease which I want everyone to
share in now and remember as ‘The
Thing About Robert.’”

Mayor Mahr said that fundraising
efforts for the Cleary Family began
with the Fanwood Policemen’s Be-
nevolent Association’s bus trip to
Atlantic City, and once she found out
about the cause, she wanted to put

the full weight of the borough behind
it.

“There are so many kind, wonder-
ful and compassionate souls…this is
what makes Fanwood such a special
and unique place,” Mayor Mahr said.

Donations in Robert’s memory can
be made to www.stopald.org.

Planning Bd. Approves
Morse Ave. Subdivision

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Following a lengthy public hear-
ing, the Scotch Plains Planning Board
this week approved a minor subdivi-
sion application allowing a property
on Morse Avenue to be split into two
lots to house new single-family
homes.

More than a dozen residents at-
tended the board’s meeting on Mon-
day evening to oppose the plan by D.
Villane Construction LLC to raze
the existing home on the lot at the
corner of Morse Avenue and Marlboro
Road and build two new homes that
will face Marlboro Road.

As the hearing was getting under-

way, Robert Schwartz, an attorney
who resides on Hill Road, which
bisects Marlboro Road, told the board
he believed the application required
a front-yard setback variance and
requested permission to speak to that
matter.

Before he did so, Gerard Shamey,
the attorney for Villane, said he had
not been advised of Mr. Schwartz’s
objections prior to the hearing.

In presenting Villane’s plans, Mr.
Shamey said the 100-foot by 125-
foot property, which is situated at the
southwestern corner of Morse Av-
enue and Marlboro Road, would be
divided into two equal lots. Unlike
the existing house, which fronts on
Morse Avenue, the two new homes
will face Marlboro Road and be the
only ones to do so on that section of
the street between Morse Avenue
and Hill Road.

In presenting his case that the sub-
division application required a vari-
ance, Mr. Schwartz said local zoning
ordinances require that when new
homes are built in an existing neigh-
borhood, the front-yard setbacks for
the new dwellings should be calcu-
lated by averaging the front-yard
setbacks of all homes on the same
side of the street within 500 feet of
the newly-built homes.

He contended that the two pro-
posed homes’ setbacks should be
calculated by averaging the setbacks
of homes on the curved section of
Marlboro Road that extends beyond
Hill Road.

Several board members explained

Township Council Gives Green Light
To First Reading of SID Ordinance

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Nearly a year after beginning to
seriously explore the feasibility of
revitalizing downtown Scotch Plains
via the establishment of a Special
Improvement District (SID), the
Scotch Plains Township Council on
Tuesday evening introduced an ordi-
nance that would set up a SID.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool
called a SID, which is a legal desig-
nation of a particular area in which
additional taxes are levied for busi-
ness district improvements, the “next
step in making Scotch Plains down-
town a destination.”

In advance of the public hearing
on the ordinance on Tuesday, May
25, Mrs. Malool provided a brief
overview of the SID and its opera-
tions. The boundaries of the SID will
include Park Avenue from Route 22
to the Fanwood border, East Second
Street, Front Street, Terrill Road be-
tween East Second and Front Streets,
Westfield Avenue between Park Av-
enue and Union Avenue and the
blocks of Bartle Avenue, Forest Road,
Church Street, Grand Street, Moun-
tain Avenue and Sunset Place adja-
cent to Park Avenue.

Commercial properties on Front
Street and Terrill Road will not be
assessed in the SID’s first year of
existence; the steering committee
expects those properties to begin
paying to support the SID in the

second year. Residential properties
will be exempt annually.

The SID, which will be managed
by a nonprofit corporation that would
hire a professional manager, would
be involved, at the outset, primarily
in promoting downtown Scotch
Plains as well as business recruit-
ment and retention.

The budget will be funded by a
six-tiered flat rate formula, in which
properties valued up to $100,000
would pay an annual fee of $250;
properties between $100,001 and
$200,000 would pay $550; those
valued between $200,001 and
$300,000 would pay $800; proper-
ties between $300,001 and $750,000
would pay $1,250; those valued be-
tween $750,001 and $2 million would
pay $1,500; and properties valued
above $2 million would pay $2,000.

Councilwoman Malool said one of
the most important aspects of a SID
is that it “empowers the business
community” and “enables them to
make decisions that impact their
properties.”

She urged property owners to read
about the details of the SID in the
just-mailed township newsletter or
call her at (908) 322-6700, extension
no. 554, for more information.

Mayor Martin Marks, said he was
“generally enthusiastic” about the
SID concept, urged those who favor
the idea to attend the Tuesday, May
25 public hearing.

“We need to hear from downtown
property owners that this is what
they want,” he said.

In other business at Tuesday’s regu-
lar meeting, Mark Zyla, a 21-year
veteran of the Scotch Plains Police
Department, was formally sworn in
as the new Chief of Police in a cer-
emony attended by a standing room-
only crowd of family, friends and
law enforcement colleagues from
throughout Union County.

Calling it “one of the proudest
days of my career,” Chief Zyla said
that since he first joined the force in
1983, “I always did the best job I
could,” and pledged to continue do-
ing so.

The council enacted an ordinance
that imposes a two-hour parking limit
on school days on one side of a

Fanwood Police Chief Domanowski
Honored at Borough Council Meeting

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood’s finest were honored at
Tuesday’s regular council meeting.

Current and former Fanwood offi-
cials honored the 27 years of service
that Police Chief Donald
Domanowski has given to the bor-
ough. Three former Fanwood may-
ors, Louis Jung, Linda Stender and
Maryanne Connelly, as well as Union
County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow and Former Fanwood
Police Chief Robert Carboy, all spoke

on behalf of Chief Domanowski. The
room was filled to capacity with
police officers, SWAT team mem-
bers, family and friends for presenta-
tions honoring Chief Domanowski,
Detective Eugene Chin and several
police officers.

The colleagues who work with
Chief Domanowski every day spoke
first handed about the type of police-
man their commander is today. Pros-
ecutor Romankow reviewed the rise
of Domanowski from his starting
position as patrolman in 1977 to his

current position.
In 1992, it was decided that Union

County would create a multi-juris-
dictional emergency response team
that would handle dangerous cases
such as hostage situations and civil
unrest. Chief Domanowski became
Commander of this SWAT team in
1997, overseeing 80 individuals, in-
cluding hostage negotiators, para-
medics and a trauma surgeon.

The SWAT team has “been recog-
nized in New Jersey as the model for
what a SWAT team should be,” stated

Prosecutor Romankow, “the Navy
SEALS have trained with the team,
and want to continue to do so.”

The SWAT team receives ongoing
intensive team training to use in the
event of a terror attack.

Prosecutor Romankow was present
at a hostage negotiation that took
place in Roselle Park, and saw in
person the skills of Chief
Domanowski and his team, recalling
how they ended the event without
incident.

Former Police Chief Robert Car-
boy worked with Chief Domanowksi
for 25 years, and described him as:
“faithful, reliable, independent, en-
thusiastic, noble and dedicated,” and
went on to say that the first letters of
these words describe him well:
“friend.”

Assemblywoman Stender made a
presentation, recalling that she was
just beginning in politics as Chief
Domanowski was starting his police
career. She said that, “these are fright-
ening times we live in,” with “what
we face in our everyday lives” since
the events of September 11, 2001,
and how “the threats and fears are
bigger.” She said that Fanwood resi-
dents “take great comfort in the pres-
ence of the men and women who
work for each of us,” the members of
the police force and emergency ser-
vices teams.

Former Mayor Connelly, who
served as Police Commissioner for
nine years, recalled how she was the
one who gave Chief Domanowski
his Corporal stripes when she was
mayor. Former Mayor Jung said that
in the 10 years he worked with Chief
Domanowski, he saw how well the
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Fanwood Holds Annual
Arbor Day Celebration

KIDS FOR TREES…The Park Middle School Environmental Club participates
in the Fanwood Arbor Day Program on April 30 at Fanwood Borough Hall.

FANWOOD – On April 30 the
Borough of Fanwood held its annual
Arbor Day Program on the front lawn
of Fanwood Borough Hall. The pro-
gram featured a presentation by the
members of the Park Middle School
Environmental Club. The presenta-
tion was called “The Trees of
Fanwood” and included information
compiled from the Fanwood Tree
Inventory, which has recently been
completed and entered in a computer
database.

The club members reported that
the most common street trees in
Fanwood are the red maple and the
pin oak. There are 543 red maples
and 480 pin oaks along the streets
and roads of Fanwood. Among the
trees reported on by the club mem-
bers were silver maples, elms and
dogwoods. In addition to reporting
on the number of trees, the club
members gave informative descrip-
tions of the characteristics of each
tree. The Environmental Club mem-
bers in attendance were; Christina
Boyack, Erin Brown, Peter Huether,
Ryan Burger, Jeff Uehlinger, Rachael
Siegel, Danielle Glover, Sarah
Brumfield, John Jenkins, Stephanie
Robak, Alissa Ricci, Meredith Davis,
Tommy Strowe, Bobby Evans,
Theres Sigona, Jaime Martinez,
Katrina Gans, Adam DiBattista,
Zachary Koch, Matt Glassett,
Karolyn Buckridee, Maggie Murad,
Josh Foote and Katie Jackson. The
club is under the guidance of science
teacher Peggy Brown.

Mayor Colleen Mahr was also on
hand to read the Arbor Day Proclama-
tion and show her support for the
borough’s urban forestry program.
Shade Tree Commission Chairman
Steven Falco reported that the bor-
ough has been awarded a $2,000 Green
Communities Grant from the NJ State
Forestry Service.

The grant is to be used to develop
and implement a community forestry
management plan for Fanwood. Mr.
Falco also announced that the Shade
Tree Commission will be planting 12
trees this spring, four of which will
from the Fanwood Memorial Tree
Program. The Shade Tree Commis-
sion will plant 20 more trees this fall
that will be partially funded by the
Green Union County Initiative.

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

...And Plants!!

Pots...

Ever open up one of those gardening 
magazines, and look at one of the container 
gardens and go “WOW”? Have you wondered 
where you can get one of those? Well look no 
further. Our container design experts can 
help you make a potted container that will 
make everyone go WOW!

 *This Saturday and Sunday, start your 
container gardening with one of our great 
pots. All Pottery will be 20% Off. Includes 
ceramic, fiberglass, and wrought iron 
pottery.

Then select from thousands of many 
great plants to fill them with. (Don’t limit 
your list to annuals...add roses, hydrangea, 
grasses, perennials, even vegetables!)

Ever open up one of those gardening 
magazines, and look at one of the container 
gardens and go “WOW”? Have you wondered 
where you can get one of those? Well look no 
further. Our container design experts can 
help you make a potted container that will 
make everyone go WOW!

 *This Saturday and Sunday, start your 
container gardening with one of our great 
pots. All Pottery will be 20% Off. Includes 
ceramic, fiberglass, and wrought iron 
pottery.

Then select from thousands of many 
great plants to fill them with. (Don’t limit 
your list to annuals...add roses, hydrangea, 
grasses, perennials, even vegetables!)

Dave
“Plant-Man”

Williams

Quick Gift
Solution

Container
Gardening 
Weekend

All Pottery
20% Off*

This Weeks Hours   5/10-5/16 
Wed-Fri 9am-7pm Sat 8am-7pm
Sun-Tue 9am-6pm

This Weeks Hours   5/10-5/16 
Wed-Fri 9am-7pm Sat 8am-7pm
Sun-Tue 9am-6pm

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Zoning Board

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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For the 11th year in a row, Fanwood
has been named a Tree City USA.
Members of the Environmental Club
helped raise the new Tree City USA
Flag, and they unveiled a new Tree
City USA street sign.

The event was sponsored by the
Fanwood Shade Tree Commission,
which gave away 20 tree seedlings.
The Environmental Club potted the
seedlings prior to the program. Cer-
tified Tree Expert Jeanne Kavinski
was present to lend her expertise
during a question and answer ses-
sion. Tree Commissioners Earl
Phillips and Bud Colombo were in
attendance as were Councilwomen
Kathy Mitchell and Donna Dolce.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Planning Bd.

Arrest Made Following
Fight at Edison School

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

A 13-year old male was arrested
and charged with aggravated assault
following an April 23 incident at
Edison Intermediate School where
another 13-year-old student was in-
jured so badly his spleen ruptured
and needed to be removed.

The Westfield Rescue Squad and
paramedics evaluated the injured stu-
dent and transported him to Univer-
sity Hospital in Newark, the state
trauma center.

The student then spent several days
in the hospital recuperating from the
life threatening injury.

After appearing before a juvenile

court judge in Elizabeth, the 13-year
old student is now under house arrest
at his Westfield home and has been
suspended from Edison.

In the next few weeks, the student
will again appear before a judge to
face the charges against him. If found
guilty, he could face up to two years
at the Training School for Boys.

According to a letter issued by Edison
School Principal Cheryl O’Brien,
“Both students have been at Edison
since sixth grade, and there were no
indications of problems between them.
In addition, the arrested student had no
history of violence. Nonetheless, this
unexpected and intolerable behavior
violates all that Edison stands for.”

Terrill Middle School School
Announces Honor Roll Pupils

SCOTCH PLAINS – Terrill Middle
School in Scotch Plains has reported
the names of students placed on the
Distinguished Honor Roll and Regu-
lar Honor Roll for the Third Marking
Period of the 2003-2004 academic
term.

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
86 SIXTH GRADERS

Matthew Alfano Sara Mankoff
Mohammed Alzoobaee John Maxwell
Lauren Belfer Louis Mazzella
Steven Bello William McColly
Marissa Berlant Delia McGee
Danielle Bernstein Emma Nagle
Gary Binkiewicz Sruthi Narayanan
Alex Brass Daniel Nizri
Amelia Brause Matthew O’Donnell
Graceann Caramico Adam Offitzer
Bianca Chaves Chiemeka Onwuanaegbule
Matthew Ciabattari Dominique Osterman
Kevin Coughlan Neha Pannuri
Victoria Dalessandro Alyssa Resnick
Devon Daly Michael Riesenberg
Kathryn Dinizo Lindsay Robinson
Alan Dlugosz Roger Romero
Lyndsey Douglas Kelsey Rossi
Rebecca Dunn Marissa Sacca
Luke Durett Carrie Salem
Jessica Feldman Alanna Salituro
Zachary Flanzman Kunal Saxena
Geri Flood Jessica Schroder
Kathryn Foley Devon Sepe
Christopher Fortunato Eliann Shadmi
Kelly Gajdzisz Christopher Shea
Toniann Gattozzi Mackenzie Sizemore
Carly Goldner Valerie Smith
Samantha Goldner Lauren Steinbeck
Matthew Goor Margaux Streep
Taylor Guiffre Sarah Strong
Samantha Henderson Michael Surdouski
Michael Henkels Laura Toffolo
Caitlin Hoynes-O’Connor Tracy Toffolo
Alexandra Joy Benjamin Ungar
Scott Keogh Nicole Vacca
Rebecca Krakora David Van Wert
Jeffrey Kranz Emily Weinstock
David Kreps Kevin Welch
Andrea Lahoud Brandon Wheeler
Lee Lenz Erica Wise
Alyson Linsenberg Albert Wu
Morgan Maisel Cassandra Zito

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
72 SIXTH GRADERS

Musa Ali Evan Levine
Stephen Allen Miguel Lovero
Katherine Arias Oliviana Lumetta
Dina Barney Blake Lyons
Jordan Bayroff Edward Markey
Steven Berkowitz Daniel Mathan
Alexander Bernhard Kyle Mattson
Taylor Biondi Errin McGowan
Jeremy Busch Mitchell McNamara
Albert Callahan Daniel Merer
Lauren Casserly Peter Merrick
Francis Celardo Sara Muoio
Daniel Chapman Emilio Navarro
Indranath Chattopadhyay Amanda Nguyen
Kaitlynn Colligan Katarina Nier
Ashley Crim Jodie Ordanza
Joseph D’Annunzio Gina Pelosi
Jacqueline Depew Alexis Pigna
Diana DeVries Nicholas Posyton
Marc Fusillo Kethan Reddy
Marc Gaglioti Andrea Redmount
Alexander Gonzalez Dena Rice
Andrew Gorbunoff Jenna Romaine
Alexander Graham Arthur Rose
Paige Griffin Laura Ruesch
Stephanie Groben Eddie Sangern
Michael Harrison Taylor Schon
Nichelle Hodulik David Searby
Sarah Hoffman Sean Shukla
Robert Jastrzebski Stefani Silverman
Michelle Jenkelowitz Gregory Stein
Miles Joseph Benjamin Strauss
Brian Kahn Scott Turchin
Patrick Keenan Brian Walsh
Emily Kennedy Ian Weinberg
Jennifer Kickenweitz Alexander Zaller

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
25 SEVENTH GRADERS

Anjli Bansal Jeremy Kaufman
Dorian Bogdanovski Kapri Kreps
Brian Bonacum Rachel Krismann
James Burke Allison Lasher
Emily Carow Kathryn Moynihan
Michelle De Santis Michael Postolowski
Julie Deutsch Maxim Rabinovich
Kelly Dyckman Alyssa Riesenberg
Diana Ferrante Kristen Spirko
Erin Finan Martin Sweeney
Amanda Gianni Mangesh Tamhankar
William Johnston Corinne Walker

Jennifer Yang

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
79 SEVENTH GRADERS

Jennie Altman Kevin Maroney
Kristen Armstrong Ryan McCarthy
Camilla Bach Jie Mei
Nicholas Blackwood Daniel Meurer

Nickolas Bonadies Kayla Molnar
Edward Byron Kelly Monroy
Katherine Celardo Gabriella Napoli
Kelly Cianciotta Anne Marie Noronha
Nicole Cicchetti Brian Northrup
Krista Ciecura Elyse Nussenfeld
Patrick Clancy Zachary Peart
Kathryn Cockrell Austin Pfundheller
Katherine Cornacchia Tyler Pfundheller
Christina Dokopoulos Alexandria Pisauro
Mitchell Facer Ryan Rappa
Elizabeth Ferraro Kaitlin Rau
Kathleen Flor-Stagnato Kimberly Rizzo
Emma Forman Michael Roth
Justin Frasier-Wright Golan Rozenberg
Alexandra Friedman Samantha Schaffer
Ricky Fuimo Lisa Schardien
Daniel Gilman Elizabeth Schreiber
Stephanie Glover Timothy Seemann
Susan Gonch Mark Shvartsman
Daniel Gore Alexis Sorace
Michael Griffith Marissa Squeri
Anthony Ingato Alaysha Suggs
Brian Jascur Pia Tempestini
Eileen Jiang Laura Thompson
Faraz Khan Linda Timko
Mark Koransky Emily Ann Varvar
Sahrula Kubie Ulysses Velasquez
Evan Lake Rebecca Von Langen
Cara Levinson Erick Walker
Thomas Loop James Walsh
Genevieve Lubas Julia Wengel
Daniel Lubranski Peter Weigel
Stephen Manzi Erika White
Sheryl Markovits Alexander Yorkovich

Eliza Ziegler

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
30 EIGHTH GRADERS

Dana Abramson Joanna Naugle
Kathryn Albanese-DeMair Jane Newcomer
Amie Berlant Chibuzor Onwuanaegbule
Brittany Biondi Cecilia Osterman
Kristin Cassidy Minal Patel
Sky Cheung Brian Pesin
Daniel Ciabattari Brian Piccola
Janine DeFeo Erin Rossi
Carina Gerveshi Alexandra Segal
Samantha Grecco Michele Silverman
Catherine Harley Kunal Sodhi
Brendan Kirby Harrison Stuppler
Randy Lemence Natalie Terens
Andrew Livingston Samuel Ungar
John Loomis Kathleen Yan

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
86 EIGHTH GRADERS

Maureen Asante-Nkansa Timothy Leischner
Evan Aspell Rachel Leitner
Michael Bello Francesca Lumetta
Alana Bencivengo Andrew Manns
Gregory Bencivengo Casey Marks
Justin Berger Lauren Mastroianni
Courtney Bifani Jeremy Mattimore
Michael Bover Christian McCarthy
Samantha Bremer Sean McGowan
Keith Bronikowski Elizabeth McMillion
Adam Brous Victoria McNally
Michelle Brown Jessica Nagourney
Trevor Cannon Brian Pak
Christopher Casserly Rachel Parker
Ryan Cassidy Matthew Plagge
Alina Chabus Michael Ragan
Anna Chapman Briana Redmount
David Chapman Jordan Rejaud
Michael Cichon Maya Robinson
Andrew Clark Emily Rodriguez
Jarek Cohen Theodore Rosenblatt
Michael Cornacchia Jennifer Rovner
Amanda Curcie Scott Salmon
Caitlin Daly Jacqueline Saunier
Jaime Dedousis Joseph Schiavo
Noelle DeGregorio Camilla Shanks
Tyler DelMauro Courtney Slaten
John DeLuca Barbara Slaugh
Michael Devizio Anne Smith
Sean Dolgin Jennifer Speth
Bryan Dougher Alyssa Straniero
Zachary Feldman Jeffrey Stuart
Ian Feller Timothy Stuart
Matthew Fitzgibbon Thomas Sutter
Lisa Gattozzi Tyler Swanek
David Gordon Nicole Tavares
David Haynes Jackson Udelsman
Mary Henkels Cassandra Valdes
Adam Horowitz Allison Vogel
Julia Joseph Grace Wallden
Edward Kahn Gregory Weinstock
Rachel Kreyer Christina Woods
Ryan Krueger Molly Yergalonis

that the setback averaging formula is
typically used to prevent a situation
where a row of homes has signifi-
cantly varying front-yard setbacks,
resulting in what board member Rob-
ert LaCosta termed “a sawtooth ef-
fect” where the fronts of some homes
are closer to the front property line
than others.

The two proposed homes will be
the only ones facing Marlboro Road
on the block between Morse Avenue
and Hill Road.

Board members agreed with Mr.
Shamey, the Villane attorney, when
he said that including the homes on
the curved southern section of
Marlboro Road would counter the
intent of the local zoning ordinance.
Those houses, he said, will not be
aligned in any way with the two new
homes since that longer section of
Marlboro Road curves sharply to-
wards the east south of the Hill Road
intersection.

After several other Hill Road resi-
dents, largely agreeing with Mr.
Schwartz’s objections, spoke in op-
position to the subdivision, the board
concluding a nearly two and a half
hour hearing voted unanimously to
approve the application.

also questions about what zone the
property was located in. The
Jacobsens will be requesting a side
yard variance to demolish an exist-
ing garage and rebuild it as an at-
tached garage. The setback require-
ments differ depending on the zone
in which their house is determined
to be located; it is possible that
action on their application will be
taken next month.

At the start of the meeting, the
board voted to approve an amend-
ment to its rules, under which an
applicant receiving a variance will
now have one year to commence
construction. In addition, at the end
of its session, the board gave its ex
post facto approval to the placement
of a new sign in front of Coles El-
ementary School. The PTA at the
school recently erected a new sign in
front of the school building before
formal approval for the sign was
given.

ticipate in the program, but Mr.
Mathan hopes that that all 21 mu-
nicipalities will participate in GIS in
the near future. He emphasized that
while municipalities had to pay for
access to GIS, significant savings
would be recognized in the long run
for all participants.

There are also plans for a website
available to the general public,
though information will be limited
for security reasons.
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officer worked with others and his
coworkers’ dedication to him is due
to him being “a police officer’s po-
lice officer.” Mayor Jung watched
Chief Domanowski move through
the positions of Sergeant, Lieutenant
and Captain to Chief.

Prosecutor Romankow also made a
presentation to Detective Eugene
Chin. He explained that Union County
has had serious problems with drug
dealers living and distributing in the
area, an example of a trend where
dealers have moved out of the cities
and into the suburbs. Detective Chin
was responsible for an arrest that in-
volved 15 people, possessing 16 kilos
of cocaine, 23 weapons and three
automatic weapons. Prosecutor
Romankow explained that the size of
the drug find would be a quantity
large enough for one drug dose for
every citizen in Union County.

He thanked Detective Chin for
being willing to “put himself on the
line out on the streets,” protecting the
people of the area.

Several police officers were indi-
vidually recognized with the Merito-
rious Service Medal, Exceptional
Duty Medal and Letter of Commen-
dation.

At the conclusion of the hour hon-
oring the borough’s police force,
Mayor Mahr read a proclamation for
National Police Week and Council-
man Jack Molenaar presented mem-
bers of Fanwood’s fire department
and rescue squad with proclamations
for Rescue Squad/EMS Month.

In other business, several other
proclamations were read at Tuesday’s
meeting. Councilman Andrew
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Calamaras presented Ray Manfra,
Director of Public Works, with a
proclamation recognizing National
Public Works Week, and thanking
him for all that his department does
for the borough.

Mayor Mahr presented Council
President Katherine Mitchell, who
works as a nurse, with a proclama-
tion for Nurses Week.

Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern
received a proclamation from Coun-
cilwoman Donna Dolce, for Munici-
pal Clerks Week.

Lastly, Councilman Michael
Brennan read a proclamation for
Historic Preservation Week.

Three special meetings will be held
to discuss the borough’s budget on
May 12, 18 and 24 at 7:30 p.m. in
council chambers at Borough Hall.
The meetings are open to the public.

Mayor Colleen Mahr asked for a
moment of silence in memory of
Robert Cleary, the six-year old who
passed away last week from
adrenoleukodystrophy (ALD), a ge-
netic disorder that causes brain
damage. Mayor Mahr thanked the
three police officers who volun-
teered in their off time to give a
police escort for the funeral pro-
cession to the church and cemetery
on Saturday and acted as pallbear-
ers.

“This shows that they are not only
police officers, they are part of our
community,”said Mayor Mahr.

She explained that the police de-
partment had “taken the Cleary fam-
ily under their wing,” holding
fundraisers for Robert’s medical ex-
penses.

section of Church Street, specifically
the east side from a point 150 feet north
of its intersection with Portland Av-
enue to a point 110 feet to the north.
The police department has found that
parked cars on Church Street, specifi-
cally around a sharp bend about 150
feet north of its intersection with Port-
land Avenue, are causing visibility and
maneuverability problems. The ordi-
nance will restrict parking on the af-
fected area of Church Street to two
hours during school hours.

The council tabled another ordi-
nance until May 25 that would re-
strict parking on Cedar Brook Road,
which runs between Redwood Road
and Homestead Terrace near Brunner
Elementary School. Parents drop-
ping off their children are apparently
pulling into Cedar Brook Road, a
dead-end street, and then backing up
in order to exit Cedar Brook Road, a
situation the police department feels
creates a hazardous condition.

The ordinance prohibits stopping
or standing on both sides of Cedar
Brook Road between 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on school days.

However, during the public hear-
ing, Heidi Spieker-Gerhard, a Red-
wood Road resident, told the council
that there signs are already posted
that supposedly forbid parking, stop-
ping and standing in the area. She
contended that the police do not en-
force those restrictions.

It is unclear, Mayor Marks admit-
ted, whether the existing signs were
placed there by an earlier ordinance.
Until the origins and legal standing
of the existing signs are investigated,
the council decided to put off action
on the new ordinance.

The council also passed an ordi-
nance increasing the maximum age for
joining the volunteer fire department
from 40 to 45. The State Legislature
enacted the increase six years ago, but
the local ordinance was never changed
to reflect the Legislature’s action.

“Hopefully, this will allow more
people to volunteer,” Councilwoman
Malool said.

Mayor Marks issued a proclama-
tion declaring May as Amyotrophic
Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) Awareness
Month.


