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Kathleen Zippler
World Languages Teacher,

Edison Intermediate School, Westfield

MANY ADMIRERS…Philhower Fellowship recipient Stacie DeChristopher
was surrounded by a sea of admiring students last Tuesday evening when she
received the prestigious honor during the Westfield Board of Education meeting
at McKinley Elementary School, where she teaches the first grade.

University NewsUniversity NewsUniversity NewsUniversity NewsUniversity News

By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hometown: Ms. Zippler grew up
in Chatham and has lived in Westfield
for 35 years.

Education: She earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in
Spanish at Montclair
State University in
Montclair before
garnering her Mas-
ter of Arts degree in
Spanish from
Rutgers University.

Previous Experi-
ence: Ms. Zippler’s
experience in educa-
tion began at
Morristown High
School and David
Brearley Regional
High School, when
the facility was incorporated into the
Union County regional system.

In Westfield, after staying home
for a brief period to take care of her
children, she held posts as a substi-
tute teacher and a typing and busi-
ness instructor at both Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools.
Next, she taught a mix of business
and Spanish courses before taking
the World Languages teacher posi-
tion, which she holds currently.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When: “If a child comes back to
class to tell me about a time out in the
world when they had applied what
they learned in the classroom to an-
other situation, that is when the light
bulb went on,” Ms. Zippler shared
with The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

What I Love About the School
District: “I love the variety of ex-
periences and I love the ability to
be on the cutting edge,” she ex-
plained. “We can always look at
what is brand new in the field and
know that we have the chance to
try it and use it.”

“I have always enjoyed working
with the Edison school teachers. We
have a family feeling in this school,”
she said.

“And, of course, my kids,” she
added.

Favorite Topic to Teach: “Even
though I teach Spanish, within that,

Kathleen Zippler

I like to share my own experiences
and children’s experiences with Span-
ish-speaking individuals and places.
They should learn to accept places
that are different (than Westfield)
where the language is spoken and the

culture exists,” said
Ms. Zippler.

The Future of
Education in
America: “I don’t
think that you can
ever sit back and say
that there is no need
for improvement,”
she told The Leader/
Times. “It’s more ex-
citing and daunting
every year because
there is so much
more to learn, differ-
ent ways to teach it,

and new technology.”
“There are advances and changes

in methodology to challenge both
students and teachers,” she noted.

“And, unlike most politicians,” she
opined, “I don’t think that there is a
blanket recipe or method for all situ-
ations and schools – every school
and situation is individual.”

My Goal As An Educator: “I would
be proud of having related to my
students as a person and appreciating
their individual personhood, and then
I would like to feel that I’ve left my
students with the ability to commu-
nicate in another language and to
accept other cultures,” she said.

“It doesn’t mean that they have to
be as fluent as I am, but if they
accomplish something with what-
ever they know, it is a plus,” con-
cluded Ms. Zippler.

Home Life: “I am divorced and
my children are grown,” she stated,
adding that her son, Kevin, a bond
broker, was a survivor of the terrorist
attacks on the World Trade Center on
September 11. Her daughter, Karen,
who is an actress, will soon receive
her Master’s Degree in Fine Arts.

Ms. Zippler, who enjoys being
sociable, is active in music and loves
to take care of her home and garden.

Washington University
Honors WF Students
WESTFIELD – Washington Uni-

versity in St. Louis, Mo. has reported
that Westfield students earned Dean’s
List distinction during the fall 2003
semester.

Stefanie Dale Forman, the daugh-
ter of Dr. and Mrs. Jerome Forman of
Westfield, was named to the list for
the university’s College of Arts &
Sciences. She is a graduate of New-
ark Academy in Livingston.

Brett Alison Friedman, the daugh-
ter of Mr. E. Friedman and Ms. G.
Rauch of Westfield, has also been
placed on the list for the College of
Arts & Sciences. She is a graduate of
Westfield High School.

Joshua Todd Lawrence, the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Lawrence of
Westfield, was also named to the
College of Arts & Sciences’ roster.
He is a graduate of Westfield High
School.

Scott Benjamin Satkin, the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Satkin of
Westfield, was placed on the list at
the university’s School of Engineer-
ing and Applied Science. He is also
a Westfield High School graduate.

‘Tamaques International Tour’
Will Benefit Family in Need

INTERNATIONAL DANCING…First graders at Tamaques Elementary
School in Westfield dance the Can-Can as part of the “Tamaques Interna-
tional Tour,” which was recently performed at Westfield High School. The
show will be broadcast on Westfield TV-36.

WESTFIELD – Tamaques El-
ementary School in Westfield re-
cently presented its annual
fundraiser and variety show,
“Tamaques International Tour,”
where students performed popular
songs with an international theme.

In order to add a charitable di-
mension to this year’s program,
during the weeks prior to the show,
families placing their show ticket
orders were given the chance to

make a voluntary financial dona-
tion to a local family in need.

The Tamaques community re-
sponded enthusiastically – the
shows were sold out and the dona-
tions to the family were beyond
expectations.

For over three years, a Tamaques
mother has been batting Amyo-
trophic Lateral Scleroisis (ALS),
which is also known as Lou
Gehrig’s Disease. She relies on 24-
hour per day nursing care, seven

days per week.
Without financial support, this

family would not be able to pro-
vide for the essential care that the
mother requires. Due to the costs
associated with ALS, it is known as
“the bankruptcy disease.”

Therefore, the family depends
greatly on the generosity of con-
tributors to a family fund, entitled
LMFF, to help pay for necessary
medical expenses. The names of

the mother and family remain
anonymous to protect the young
children in the school system from
attention.

Despite the funds raised by
Tamaques School so far, the
family’s situation remains critical.
To help with a donation, please
mail a check, made payable to the
LMFF, to Mary Montes, 783
Carleton Road, Westfield 07090.
Currently, contributions to the fund
are not tax deductible.

HONORED PUPILS…Spencer Savings Bank, headquartered in Elmwood Park,
awarded $100 savings bonds to winners of the Union County Mother’s Day Essay
contest. The bonds were presented at the Spencer Savings Bank Cranford Branch.
Pictured, left to right, are: Jared Lindenberg of Scotch Plains; Christina Capriglione
of Mountainside; Vincent Spada, Spencer Savings Bank Cranford Branch
Manager; Natasha Scott of Springfield; and Evan Aspell Scotch Plains.

SPECIAL GRADUATE…Marianella
L. Araujo Brea, the daughter of Mr.
And Mrs. Cesar Araujo of Westfield,
graduated Kean University in Union
on May 6. She received a Bachelor of
Science degree in Accounting and
Management Science. Marianella also
completed an internship at Wyeth
Pharmaceuticals. Presently, she is con-
tinuing her education at New Jersey
Institute of Technology, where she is
majoring in chemical engineering.
Marianella is also a graduate of Mother
Seton Regional High School in Clark.

Westfield HS Students Capture
Honors in Nat’l French Exam
WESTFIELD – A record 20

Westfield High School (WHS) stu-
dents recently garnered national hon-
ors in the “Grand Concours” Na-
tional French Exam.

The examination, which is held
annually in March, spans all levels of
the French language – from the el-
ementary grades through high school.

A total of 60 WHS students were
among the 3,025 pupils in New Jer-
sey 97,615 students who participated
in the exam.

A statewide ceremony to honor
the WHS award winners and other
state and national finalists will be
held on Thursday, May 20, at Rutgers
University. Dignitaries from the
French and Quebec governments,
along with representatives from the
French-American Chamber of Com-
merce, will deliver diplomas and
prizes.

WHS will also conduct a ceremony
on Tuesday, June 1, at 7 p.m. in the
Chorus Room.

“The outstanding accomplish-
ments of the 20 WHS students who
achieved the prestigious national
honors ranking in the exam speak
highly of the caliber of Westfield
High School’s students of French,”
commented WHS French teacher
Marie-Laure Hollander.

Foreign Languages teacher and
departmental supervisor Dr. Suzanne

Jacobus stated, “We are very proud
of the accomplishments of all of our
students who sat for the National
French Exam.”

International Night Held
At Westfield High School

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School showcased the cultural rich-
ness and diversity of the student popu-
lation during its first “International
Night” on April 30.

Students from World Languages
classes presented songs, music and
dances from their native country, and
from the countries whose languages
they are currently studying at the school.

Highlights of the evening included
a Columbian dance and two Latin
jazz songs presented by pupils from
a Spanish class. In addition, a lively
rap song, “Ich Bin Cool,” was sung in
German, an animated folk song was
acted out and sung by Italian stu-
dents. Latin students also performed
a rap version of a poem by Catullus.

The evening’s program also fea-
tured Celtic music and Irish dances,
a solo rendition of “Don’t Cry for Me
Argentina,” from the Broadway mu-
sical Evita, an Italian aria, Domini-
can dances, a Cuban dance accom-

paniment to a song by “Queen of
Salsa” Celia Cruz, an original solo
dance performance and a piano per-
formance of a piece by Chopin.

The event was held in a candlelit
school cafeteria, where the flags of
various countries hung from the ceil-
ing and music performed by a violin
trio greeted guests.

At the conclusion of the perfor-
mances, students and parents were
treated to a sampling of international
foods, compliments of World Lan-
guages teachers, their students and
their students’ parents.

The food court buffet boasted sig-
nature dishes from the countries rep-
resented by the World Languages
department and the performers, in-
cluding a sushi-making demonstra-
tion by an expert Korean student,
who demonstrated the differences
between Japanese and Korean sushi.

End of District Construction
Will Be Marked at SPFHS

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school community
will mark the completion of all con-
struction projects in the district at a
ribbon-cutting ceremony at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
on Wednesday, May 19, at 6:30 p.m.

The last of the certificates of occu-
pancy for the new areas of all district
buildings was recently handed over to
Business Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi, and the ribbon-cutting will cel-
ebrate the fact that the projects were
completed on time and within budget
under Del Sordi’s direction.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol Choye has said on numerous
occasions that the bond referendum
and subsequent projects could not

have been successful without Del
Sordi’s guidance.

Dr. Choye also recently reported
that the New Jersey Association of
School Business Officials (ASBO)
has recognized Del Sordi’s work by
awarding him their Meritorious Ser-
vice Award, to be presented at the
state organization’s annual confer-
ence in May.

As a recipient of the award, Del
Sordi will receive a commemorative
plaque, a $100 check, and the right to
name a local student as recipient of a
$1,000 scholarship from ASBO.

To attend the SPFHS ribbon-cut-
ting, please enter SPFHS at the side
entrance of the building near the
Main Office.

DIGGING IN…Parent volunteers and Pre-K children recently worked to pre-
pare the Children’s Garden at Brunner Elementary School in Scotch Plains for
planting day. The volunteers were weeded, deadheaded and pruned. Rebecca
Maioriello, Chairperson of the Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) Garden Com-
mittee, and Bernadette Hoyer, Coordinator of the Children’s Garden, were also
assisted by members of the PTA Garden Committee. The annual event, which will
provide each Pre-K and Kindergarten student at Brunner School an opportunity
to do some planting in the garden, is slated for Tuesday, May 18. Pictured, above,
Richie Nardone and his mom, Debbie, clear weeds to make room for new plants.

Elizabeth Dixon of Westfield
Awarded During Convocation

WESTFIELD – Elizabeth Dixon,
a senior at Mount St. Mary’s College
in Emmitsburg, Md., received two
awards during the college’s Honors
Convocation on May 2.

She garnered the J. Daniel Larsen
Memorial Prize for distinguished
study of French and/or Latin lan-
guages, and the Certificate of Profi-

ciency in the Study of Foreign Lan-
guage, which is bestowed upon pu-
pils who have successfully completed
four upper-division language and
culture courses.

A native of Southampton, N.Y.,
Elizabeth is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Bartholomew Dixon and a
graduate of Westfield High School.

NEW OFFICERS…The 2003-2004 Tamaques Elementary School Parent-Teacher
Organization (PTO) Board hands reins to newly elected board members.
Pictured, left to right, are: Doreen McHugh, 2003-2004 Secretary; Kim Palumbo,
2003-2005 Treasurer; Cindy Bansky, 2004-2005 Secretary; Georgia Marino,
2004-2005 Secretary; Shelley DeJohn, 2003-2004 Co-President; Mary Thomp-
son, 2003-2004 Co-President; Carol Fahrenthold, Co-President-Elect; Beth
Lanker, 2004-2005 Co-Vice-President; and Elaine Jackler, 2004-2005 Co-Vice-
President. The Tamaques PTO organizes over 10 fundraisers and over 20 service
programs for the Tamaques community every year. This year, the organization
purchased $11,000 worth of books to enhance the new reading program at the
school, among other initiatives.

Jill & Jack 5K Road Race Will
Benefit Education Fund of WF

WESTFIELD — The 7th Annual
Jill & Jack 5K Road Race to benefit
The Education Fund of Westfield will
be held on Saturday, June 14, at
Westfield’s Kehler Stadium on
Rahway Avenue.

The public is invited to participate
in any of three different events
planned for that day.

The Jill and Jack 5K race features
the 2003 Women’s Games Champi-
onship at 8:30 a.m. Prize money will
be awarded to the first three women
finishers. First prize is $100, second
prize $50, and third prize $25.

The race is sanctioned by USA Track
and Field and is a USATF-NJ 500
Point Grand Prix Event through flat
residential streets and Tamaques Park.

The Square Mile Road Race, which
begins at 9:20 a.m., will be run on
residential streets.

The Jack and Jill Bucket Race at
9:50 a.m. will consist of co-ed teams
running 600 yards with a bucket of
water on the Kehler Stadium track.

All Jill & Jack event participants

and volunteers will be treated to a
wide array of amenities including
post-race refreshments, the Jill &
Jack T-shirt, special gifts, awards,
DJ entertainment and random prize
drawings.

The Education Fund will host the
day’s events which traditionally draw
more than 500 competitors for the Jill
& Jack 5K Road Race and its com-
panion events: the Square Mile, and
the Jack & Jill Bucket Race.

The proceeds will enable The
Education Fund of Westfield to
provide resources to enhance the
programs for students of the
Westfield Public Schools. The non-
profit organization provides an on-
going, centralized source of addi-
tional funds and resources to assist
the public schools in maintaining
and enhancing the quality of edu-
cation in Westfield.

For applications, information and
sponsorship opportunities, please call
(908) 317-9813.

‘Peer to Peer’ March
To Include Westfield
Intermediate Schools
WESTFIELD – Today, May 13,

over 150 middle school students and
their adult mentors from middle
schools across Northern New Jersey
are expected to gather at Edison
Intermediate School (EIS) in
Westfield for “New Jersey Peer to
Peer Marches On 2004.”

Both EIS and Roosevelt Interme-
diate Schools will participate in this
year’s event, which will be held from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The program will highlight the
topic of body image and will feature
live, student-led presentations on
anti-tobacco/anti-drug and substance
prevention messages.

The day will begin with registra-
tion and a continental breakfast, fol-
lowed by a play entitled, Body Talk.
Programs will include topics such as
“Giving Our Best” and “You’re On!”
A two-part discussion, “Healthy Bod-
ies, Healthy Minds: Understanding
Body Image” will precede a reflec-
tion on the day’s events, inside/out-
side circle activity, and evaluations.

Alumni Association
To Meet on May 18
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Alumni Association will
meet on Tuesday, May 18, at 7:30
p.m. in Room 101 for the Annual
Scholarship Awards presentation.

During the meeting, scholarship
recipients will discuss their goals
for the future, as well as their ac-
complishments during high school.

Quackenbush Attends
Nat’l Computer Camp

WESTFIELD – Adric
Quackenbush, 15, of Westfield
will attend the National Com-
puter Camps at Fairfield Univer-
sity in Fairfield, Conn. This sum-
mer.

He will participate in small
group instruction on PC and
Macintosh computers for “hands-
on” instruction. An optional
sports program is also on tap.

More Education
On Page 19


