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Council Thanked
For Parking Efforts

I would like to commend the Town
Council of Westfield for their thought-
ful handling of the parking garage issue.
I have watched this issue from personal
parking experience over 18 years, from
recent articles in the in The Leader, from
reports of the town council meetings and
from attendance at the meetings.

Parking is a problem in Westfield!
Our town council has thoughtfully lis-
tened to every outspoken citizen and to
the developers and their economic con-
siderations. They have also heard the-
middle-of-the-road voices in every camp.
I have been impressed that the council
has been careful to do specific studies of
the effected groups. They have sincerely
and aggressively researched who parks,
who walks, who drives and who resides
in this very personal town.

I have every confidence that in the
midst of the fervor and possibly fueled
by the fervor, that our wise and chosen
council will make a decision that will be
outstanding for the future of the Town of
Westfield. I thank them for listening
very patiently to our debate and hope
that they make a balanced and educated
decision. They have my support.

Trudy Burke, DDS
Westfield

Resident Asks Mayor and Council To
Exercise Fiscal Prudence With Decks

Available Stores Should Be Listed
With Local Real Estate Agent

Please exercise fiscal prudence and
keep Westfield resident taxpayers’ in-
terests in mind and not just downtown
business owners and landlords, as you
decide on the redevelopment project.

We do not have a parking problem in
Westfield. Please note that Westfield
businesses were amply aware of the park-
ing situation when they chose to locate
here, especially the chain stores that
have the resources and expertise to ex-
haustively evaluate retail locations.
Downtown business and property own-
ers are opportunistically seeking to ex-
ploit the “parking problem” for their
own gain, to the detriment of residents
who will suffer an unnecessary and un-
fortunate erosion in the character of the
town. In addition, property taxes are
likely to increase.

Businesses complain that we have had
a parking problem for decades. While our
town has weathered normal cycles, the
fact that we have had a mostly thriving
downtown over those same decades is a
sign that this “persistent parking prob-

lem” certainly has not hurt business.
The town infrastructure (roads,

schools, and police) is already stretched
to accommodate the current level of
activity. Parking garages would only
exacerbate this situation. Please remem-
ber that most residents decided to make
Westfield home precisely because it is
not a Summit or a Princeton. As poten-
tial residents, we did our due diligence
regarding parking wait lists (my wife
and I were both NY commuters at the
time) and factored that into our decision
to move to Westfield, as do other com-
muters and future residents. Soaring
Westfield residential real estate prices
amply demonstrate that commuter park-
ing wait lists have not deterred future
residents.

For conclusive evidence that the vast
majority of residents do not favor multi-
story parking garages, we would urge
you to solicit the opinion of residents via
a referendum. It has been claimed that a
referendum is not possible because it
would be hard to figure out exactly what
to ask residents on a ballot! It is spe-
cious, to say the least, to claim that a
referendum is not possible because you
cannot figure out what questions to ask.
If the town can spend more than a half a
million taxpayer dollars to hire consult-
ants to study every aspect of the “park-
ing problem”, surely it can hire consult-
ants to design an appropriate and fair
referendum.

Westfield residents are very grateful
for the donation of time and commit-
ment by the mayor and council Mem-
bers towards the administration of our
town. Please also fulfill your promise to
determine and represent our wishes and
continue to protect Westfield for resi-
dents and taxpayers.

Quaid Kapadia
Westfield

I have been a loyal shopper in
Westfield way before I moved here
years ago. I remember when Mrs.
Ferrara had only 10 tables in her pizze-

ria. The survival of any small town is
that, businesses must support each other
and most importantly, the residents must
shop and support the businesses in their
town.

Sure there are other factors but mainly
we all need to support each other and
continue to shop our own stores, espe-
cially the Mom and Pop stores.

The other evening my family and I
were walking around town after dinner
because we like to window shop and a
sign in one of the windows struck me as
out of place. In the vitamin store which
is now vacant has a sign in it saying,
store space available call this number.
The number is for a Connecticut Realtor.
Why is a local landlord and business
owner who depends on the support of the
other businesses and residents, using an
out of town realtor? Doesn’t our town
have a real estate agent who could list
this property? Maybe a real estate agent
in town could contact the landlord, in-
troduce themselves and let him/her know,
they could list the property.

Maybe the Westfield Chamber or the
DWC could assist this person and ex-
plain to him/her we need to support each
other and give him a list of realtors.

John Mancini
Westfield

The Volunteer Rescue Squad Is an
Essential Service to Our Society

Improved Permit Signage Needed
In WF Downtown Parking Lots

WF Resident Cites
More Hazards of
Lawn Chemicals

Recent studies link lawn chemicals to
bladder cancer, especially in Scottish
Terriers. Since pets tend to spend a fair
amount of time in contact with herbi-
cides and insecticides, there has been
considerable growth of cancer. If such a
gene exists in dogs, it is likely that it
exists in the human genome.

Many of our yards in Westfield have
lawn services and many an excess of
chemicals, or even sprays (check your
sidewalks). Most often, there is also a
language barrier between the lawn work-
ers as to what lawn chemicals are being
used. The little flags help a little but
seem to be on the downtrend.

Several years ago, Westfield joined
other New Jersey towns and adopted an
Integrated Pest Management policy plan.
Our schools have had such a program for
many years and fortunately this has spilled
over to the playing fields and parks.

Bottom line takes us back to our per-
sonal yards. We have a long way to go.

Harvey Roberson
Westfield

One of the most rewarding ways we can contribute
to our communities is by supporting our volunteer
rescue squads, either by sending a contribution or
volunteering.

The Westfield squad, now in its 53rd year, averages
2,400 calls annually. Squad personnel make life-sav-
ing transports from Westfield to several area hospitals,
including Overlook, Muhlenberg, Rahway, Union, St.
Barnabas, University, JFK, Morristown and Trinitas.
They logged about 25,000 volunteer hours.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is in its 67th year.
Organized on March 9, 1937 and incorporated on
April 5, 1939, the squad is the oldest volunteer emer-
gency medical service organization in Union County.
The Fanwood Rescue Squad is celebrating 56 years in
operation, having been founded in 1948.

Mountainside has commercial operations provided
by Atlantic during weekday business hours. On nights
and weekends, volunteers provide the service. Four
hundred and eighty-nine calls were answered in
Mountainside last year.

Your volunteer squads do countless good for the
communities. Sometimes, there’s a call above and
beyond normal duty.

One might recall an article in our newspaper on
September 20, 2001, entitled “Rescue Squads, Fire
Departments Assisted During Trade Center Disaster.” It
read: “As soon as the World Trade Center was hit by
hijacked jets coming out of Boston on September 11, the
Union County Mutual Aid  system activated the
Westfield, Scotch Plains, and Fanwood volunteer res-
cue squads and the Westfield Fire Department to assist
in various places throughout the metropolitan area. The
Westfield squad assisted on Tuesday by sending two
ambulances and 15 Emergency Medical Technicians
(EMTs) to Liberty State Park, where patients were
being triaged and transported to local hospitals. The
ambulances and crews were later sent to triage centers
at Ellis Island and Exchange Place in Jersey City.

“We were still able to handle four calls in town,” said
Westfield Rescue Squad Captain Michelle Urso. “Even
though we only had one ambulance in town, we still

had members at the building and no patients were kept
waiting.”

Throughout the week, more than two-thirds of the
members of the Westfield Rescue Squad volunteered
more than 600 hours of their time. Crews were stationed
at Chelsea Piers in Lower Manhattan, Exchange Place
in Jersey City, and several locations in and around
“ground zero”. On September 13, the Westfield squad
transported a patient injured in the collapse from a New
York City hospital  to their  Westfield home.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad treated patients at
the Hoboken Ferry triage center on Tuesday. During the
week, they were stationed at Chelsea Piers and the West
Side Highway in New York City. The day after the
disaster, the township’s squad transported two firemen
who were injured at ground zero to New York hospitals.

The Fanwood Rescue Squad was not called to New
York, but participated in decontamination procedures
for commuters at the Summit train station with pharma-
ceutical firms Novartis and Schering-Plough. The squad
provided an ambulance and crew at the triage center at
Exchange Place in Jersey City on September 13.”

Our local volunteer rescue squads have highly skilled
staffs, superbly dedicated -- and not a single person
gets paid. But, we’re a little concerned. Contributions
to keep them in operation are way off target this year.
The rescue squad is an essential service to our society,
and we urge all of you to correct this situation. Put the
rescue squad on the top of your list.

In Westfield, send contributions to: Westfield Volun-
teer Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356, Westfield, N.J. 07091.

In Scotch Plains, send your contributions to:  Scotch
Plains Volunteer Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 325, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076.

In Fanwood, send your contributions to: The Fanwood
Volunteer Rescue Squad, 218 Forest Road, Fanwood,
N.J. 07023.

In Mountainside, send your contributions to:
Mountainside Volunteer Rescue Squad, 1399 Route
22 East, Mountainside, N.J. 07092.

If you’re making your will, consider including the
squad.

Recent weeks have seen rather heated
discussions regarding the parking situa-
tion in town. Do we need additional
parking? Probably, but the current plan is
certainly not the way to go. Not surpris-
ingly, the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration wants the garages as a boost to
business, but there are other things that
should be done initially.

First, the DWC recently took out a
two-page ad in the Sunday Star-Ledger.
The words “Dining, Entertainment,
Ambiance, Shopping, History” were re-
peated as a border on both pages. What
they should have added was the phrase
“free parking.” Yes, there is free parking
on Saturdays and Sundays in the com-
muter lots. If you want to see how many
shoppers will park for free on the week-
ends, tell them about it. If you can’t draw
the shoppers with free parking, then
certainly a garage they would have to
pay for is not going to work. It won’t cost
the DWC much to add free parking to
their ads, but they will need signs to
direct shoppers to the lots.

Next, correct existing signs in the
parking lots. While the meters are marked
“9 a.m. to 6 p.m. free on Sunday,” there
are signs in the lots that say “Parking

Meter Hours 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.”(I have
counted 11 of those signs in the past
week). There are also signs in the Pay-
Station lots which have similar phras-
ing. None of these signs or the parking
meter stickers state that parking is also
free on holidays. I have seen people put
money in the meters simply to err on the
side of caution, not knowing what the
correct hours are.

There is also another problem with the
Pay-Stations. I have heard that people
don’t know that they accept dollar bills.
The coin slot is obvious, it is near the top
of the machine, but the bill-acceptor is
near the bottom covered by a hinged
metal panel. People who use the Pay-
Station at the South Avenue lot, and
there aren’t as many as there used to be
since the rates went up, have been asking
the proprietor of the newsstand for 24
quarters.

So before we spend $30,000,000
(which over the 30-year life of the bond
comes to over $60,000,000 including
interest at five percent), why not spend
at most a few thousand on advertising
and new signs.

Jeffrey Messing
Westfield

More Letters
On Pages 5 & 18

UNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELD

Submitted by Lorre Korecky
Board Trustee

This continues a series spotlight-
ing the 22 community service agen-
cies that are part of the United Fund
of Westfield. These agencies reflect
the needs of today’s society. Those
who seek help are provided with
people-oriented services that are par-
tially funded through contributions
to the United Fund of Westfield.

* * * * * * *
“Joe,” a survivor of Auschwitz,

was the sole survivor of his family.
His parents, sister and cousins were
all killed in the concentration camp.
Joe came to this country alone after
the war and never married. There
were no family members, no old
family friends, nobody to keep an
eye on him as he aged. Nobody to
help him find the services that he
needed.

Then Joe found the Jewish Com-
munity Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey. He came regularly, always
feeling accepted, and celebrated the
holidays there. As Joe’s needs
changed, he was referred to Jewish
Family Services for home visits and
Kosher “meals on wheels.” When he
could no longer safely drive, JCC
found services that he needed.

When Joe died recently, the direc-
tor of the Senior Adult Program at
the JCC was one of three people
attending his funeral. Through the
program, funds have been raised to
cover the cost of a gravestone, so that
Joe does not rest in an unmarked
grave. Without the services offered
by the JCC, Joe would have been
alone in death, as he was much of his
life.

The mission of the JCC is to pro-
vide social, recreational, educational
and cultural programs and humani-
tarian services for individuals and
families throughout the life span. As
Joe learned, the JCC offers a vital
“home away from home” for mem-
bers and guests. Through the support
of the United Fund of Westfield, the
JCC can continue to provide services
to people like Joe on a daily basis.

Adult and Senior Services are pro-
vided with door-to-door transporta-
tion, three times weekly and during
the summer. Along with an on-site

The Needs of Today’s Society:
Jewish Community Center of CNJ

lunch, the population has an oppor-
tunity to be connected, enjoy social
and recreational programs, and take
advantage of entertainment, educa-
tion, exercise, art and cultural activi-
ties.

All aspects of the population are
served through numerous programs
and on-site facilities in Scotch Plains,
including an extensive Early Child-
hood program that includes Mom/
Dad and Tot classes; a licensed nurs-
ery school and extended day classes,
as well as a full-day kindergarten.

The Youth and Family Services
department offers special program-
ming and holiday event celebrations.
The Kid Zone after school care pro-
gram provides transportation from
all area elementary schools to the
JCC for a professionally supervised
program of homework assistance,
sports and instruction, swimming,
cooking, arts and crafts, and more.

The teen department includes a
variety of educational and social pro-
grams featuring college prep ser-
vices, community-wide events, com-
munity service projects and teen lead-
ership training programs.

The JCC offers a full service day
camp, accommodating campers two-
and-a-half through 15 years of age,
with specialty and travel camps and
a counselor-in-training program.

Special events featuring speakers,
authors, theater, comedy nights and
education are offered through the
JCC’s Cultural Arts and Education
department.

The facility is equipped with a
fitness center, full-size gymnasium
and indoor heated pool, and café.

The Jewish Community Center of
Central New Jersey is one of 22
agencies supported by the United
Fund of Westfield. For more infor-
mation about how to support these
local service organizations, please
call Linda Maggio, Executive Direc-
tor of the United Fund of Westfield,
at (908) 233-2113. For information
about the services provided by the
JCC at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains, please call (908) 889-
8800 or visit the website
www.jccnj.org.

Overtime Parking Fine
Is Priceless Says

Scotch Plains Shopper
One gorgeous dress at Chico’s; $88:

one pair black Italian shoes from Sole´;
$150: nine pairs of socks from Leader
Store; $45: one pair running shoes from
Leader Store; $75: lunch for two at Elm
Street; $28 – Total: $386.

Distaste from $20 parking fine at two
hour meter: Priceless.

Consideration should be given to
lengthening the amount of time avail-
able on a meter.

It was a beautiful day. Shoppers want
to and should be encouraged to stroll the
streets and shop without being paranoid
about whether or not there is enough
time on the meter. Since when did shop-
ping become a marathon sport? Why is
Westfield so eager to have shoppers
leave the parking lot?

Jean Badalamenti
Scotch Plains

WF Symphony Friends
 Thank Supporters

It is with great pride and gratitude that
the Friends of the Westfield Symphony
extend our most sincere thanks to the
community of Westfield for its tremen-
dous support of our 20th Anniversary
Tour of Notable Homes held on May 8 to
benefit the Westfield Symphony.

Special thanks must go to our
homeowners - Janice & Frank Fusaro;
Lisel & Geoffrey Perselay; Lisa & John
Ripperger; SuEllyn Stern; and Sydney &
Geoffrey Sherry - whose willingness to
open their beautiful homes in support of
the Westfield Symphony made our 20th
Anniversary Tour not just “notable,” but
also truly memorable.

We also must thank our corporate
underwriters, Burgdorff, Coldwell
Banker, Weichert and The Town Bank;
the many area businesses that donated to
our ticketed auction; our program adver-
tisers; ticket outlets; and the talented
florists at The Flower Zone, Scarlet Be-
gonias, Vance, Bullfrogs & Butterflies
and Christoffer’s.

As in the past, we were touched this
year by so many acts of good will that
served to enhance the day, including
local pianist Joe Regan who donated his
talent; Tim Morley of Trader Joe’s who
provided the refreshments; Baron’s Drug
Store staff who worked around the clock
selling tickets; and the countless volun-
teers who help kept the tour running
smoothly!

The Friends of the Westfield Sym-
phony are so proud to support the area’s
preeminent professional orchestra and
we, in turn, thank you for twenty years of
your support.

Renee Trabert
President

Rescue Squad Member
Thanked for Service

We would like to publicly thank Mr.
Matt Steenberg of the Westfield Rescue
Squad and his partner for their incred-
ible service to our family last week.
They were kind, caring and went out of
their way to make the best of a very
difficult situation.

These men exhibited a professional-
ism not often found today and we are
very grateful for their assistance at our
time of need. Thanks to all members of
the rescue squad for their endless hours
of dedication and service.

The Godfrey and Raiff Families
Westfield

Friends of WF Library
Thank Community for

Book Sale Support
The Friends of the Westfield Memorial

Library would like to express our gratitude
to all the people who supported our annual
book sale. We would like to thank those
who backed the sale by donating books,
those who purchased books and especially
those who gave of their time and labor
before, during and after the sale. Once
again, the sale was a huge success and all
of the profits will be donated to the library
so that all Westfield residents will benefit
from your generosity.

We would also like to thank all the
residents who have joined the “Friend of
the Westfield memorial Library.” We
have had a wonderful response from the
town. Memberships help to provide the
“extras” that make the library so special.
We have provided the paperbacks for the
summer reading program, computers and
up-grades, display stands, videos and
DVD’s, special collections for various
departments and many more items over
the years. If you would like to join the
Friends, forms are available at the li-
brary.

Arlene Burgess, Pat Burns,
Ed Orlando; Book Sale Chairs

Linda Kolterjahn, Membership Chair

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Bettong – A nocturnal Australian

marsupial. Kangaroo rat
2. Rhigosis – The sensation of cold
3. Tergum – The back of an animal
4. Tertulia – A social gathering

BOTRYOID
1. Resembling a grape cluster in form
2. Shaped like a spindle; thick, taper-

ing at each end
3. A genus of fish closely related to

the perch, having an elongated body
4. In botany, furnished with branches

in pairs
OLF

1. A self-absorbed person
2. The bullfinch
3. A harem slave
4. A large vat to hold cloth for bleaching

EROTEME
1. Not subject to corruption
2. Haughty; boastful
3. The question mark
4. Vast; unending

GALLIMAUFRY
1. Hash made of meat scraps; jumbled
2. Confused or puzzled state
3. The art of magic; legerdemain
4. Unruly, disorderly behavior

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.


