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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINS AINS AINS AINS AINS – During a re-
cent meeting of the Union County of Cho-
sen Freeholders, the cast of Les Miserables
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Repertory Theatre was
awarded a special resolution.

The cast members from the spring
musical traveled to soup kitchens in
Plainfield, Clark and Elizabeth to serve
meals, sang Christmas carols at a holiday
party for the homeless, and presented a

special preview performance of Les
Miserables at Ozanum, an area homeless
shelter.

The students also chartered a bus to
bring the residents of the shelter to one
of the performances at SPFHS.

After holding a canister drive at the
end of the six performances of Les
Miserables, the pupils raised over $5,700
for the Interfaith Council for the Home-
less of Union County.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — The New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra (NJSO) hon-
ored Barbara Prestridge, an art edu-
cator at the Evergreen and
McGinn Elementary Schools
in Scotch Plains, during a
concert on April 23 at the
New Jersey Performing
Arts Center in Newark.

For the past year,
Prestridge has participated
in the NJSO’s Master
Teacher’s Collaborative
program, an initiative that
annually identifies and rec-
ognizes superior teachers and
develops relationships between
these special individuals and the NJSO.

As a participant in the collaborative,
she worked with public school music
teachers and others to develop interdis-
ciplinary lessons designed to link the arts
with the music curriculum. The lesson
plans will be used throughout the year in
the NJSO’s education program.

Each year, the NJSO’s Master Teacher
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Collaborative has selected and honored
educators based on the recommenda-

tions received from a principal, su-
perintendent or music supervi-

sor supporting the teacher’s
activities in the program.
Selection is also con-
sciously made to reflect
the geographic, demo-
graphic, ethnic and so-
cioeconomic diversity of
New Jersey.
Prestridge, a graduate of

Cornell University’s College
of Architecture, Art, and Plan-
ning, is known in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Schools espe-

cially for her annual interdisciplinary
theater programs at all elementary grade
levels that combine art, music, litera-
ture, public speaking, and theater arts.

She is also the most recent elementary
winner of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
district’s Joan Vagelos Currie Award for
Excellence in Teaching, based on parent,
student, or colleague nomination.

Barbara PrestridgeBarbara PrestridgeBarbara PrestridgeBarbara PrestridgeBarbara Prestridge
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — In the current
presidential election season, The Best
Man by Gore Vidal hits a home run
with the Westfield Community Play-
ers’ (WCP) last production of their
season. The two-act play, which fo-
cuses on America’s fascination with
the political process, lets the audi-
ence become a proverbial “fly on the
wall” during a fictitious 1960 Presi-
dential convention in Philadelphia.

As the lights dim on the packed
opening night house, Sinatra croons
“High Hopes” and the audience sings
along with old blue eyes. Yes, the
audience not only knows all the lyr-
ics to the song, but a few of them
might also remember the original
version of the play that was first
produced on Broadway 44 years ago.

Does the best man always make it
to the White House? This is the
underlying question that the play
poses as various candidates vie for
the party nomination for president.
Front-runners, Secretary of State Bill
Russell (Michael Kerns) and Senator
Joseph Cantwell (Paul Salvatoriello),
battle amid moral dilemmas about
mudslinging and how much per-
sonal dirty laundry should be aired.

Michael Kerns plays Russell as
the self-assured, joking Harvard
graduate that we believe him to be.
“What you see is what you get” is
his theme song. “Paint me as I
am—warts and all,” Russell tells
the media as he quotes Oliver
Cromwell, much to the chagrin of
his campaign manager Dick (Bernie
Weinstein). Potential nominee
Russell’s idiosyncrasies and quirks
are surprisingly refreshing in Kerns’
smooth interpretation of a charac-
ter who could be Kennedy, Clinton
and a host of other political no-
tables rolled into one. Kerns’ flaw-
less timing under girds the struc-
ture of the character he presents.

Salvatoriello, who plays the an-
tithesis of Senator Cantwell, exudes
just enough self-righteousness in a
character that is supposed to be
squeaky clean. This politician prides
himself on being “one of the people”,
a man who has literally pulled him-
self up by his bootstraps into his
senatorial position.

Salvatoriello, who carries himself
convincingly like a man who knows
what he wants and has a passion for
getting it, has great chemistry with
Kerns when they battle verbally in a

Sheraton Hotel suite.
Enter the penultimate politician:

Ex-President Arthur Hockstader
(Chuck Azen), who plans to tip the
scale in favor of one candidate or
another. Azen’s presence in every
scene is like watching a World
Champion prizefighter.

“There’s nothing like a low down
dirty fight to put the roses in my
cheeks,” crows Hockstader, and he
makes it believable.

Azen is Lyndon Johnson-like in
his dialect, grammar, and manner-
isms. Yet, he is not mimicking the
former president; he is just a com-
fortable actor who has found a char-
acter he wears like pair of worn
penny loafers. Yet, amazingly, when
he makes an entrance in a tuxedo,
one doesn’t have to stretch the imagi-
nation to envision him at a presiden-
tial ball or an ambassador’s dinner.

Where would the men in the lime-
light be without the “little woman”
who backs her man? Hope Weinstein
plays Senator Joseph Cantwell’s wife,
Mabel, who has a southern drawl
down pat. Complete with bleached
blonde bouffant hairdo, Weinstein is
honey-suckle sweet on the outside,
but is a viper in defending her man.
Weinstein’s good characterization and
smart choices help her develop the
political stereotype to its fullest.

Her female counterpart in Alice
Russell, Secretary of State Bill
Russell’s wife, isn’t as easily assessed.
Alice (Linda Correll) dons the “all is
well” façade even though her hus-
band is a philanderer finding plea-
sure in places other than her bed.
Despite separate rooms and sepa-
rate lives for a number of years, she
says she will do what she can to help
him to the presidency. Her person
struggle is clearly felt.

Jackie Kennedy’s influence runs
rampant on stage in the women who
sport bouffant hair flipped up at the
ends, matching dress/coat ensembles,
pillbox hats, pearls, and crisp white
gloves. Costumer Allison Byrne must
have searched New York City’s vin-
tage stores for some of these outfits
that set more than one baby boomer
in the audience to reminisce, “I had
an outfit just like that in red.”

Note must be made of actor Ted
Sattur’s characterization of Sheldon
Marcus who is a ghost from Senator
Cantwell’s past. With his planned
physicality, and impeccable timing
in delivery, Sattur makes the charac-
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SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT — The Junior League
of Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP) held
its Fifth Annual Literary Luncheon
on April 30 at the Grand Summit
Hotel in Summit.

Best sell ing author, Adriana
Trigiani, served as Mistress of Cer-
emonies of the event, which also
included Silent and Ticketed Auc-
tions.

Also a founding member of “The
Outcasts,” an all-female comedy
troupe, Trigiani, the author of the
“Big Stone Gap” trilogy and “Lucia,
Lucia,” regaled the audience with
comments about topics that ranged
from Brad Pitt to toddler biting to
“full heads of hair on men over the
age of 30.”

Dominique Browning, the editor
of House and Garden magazine and
the author of “Around the House
and In the Garden: A Memoir of
Heartbreak, Healing, and Home Im-
provement” and “Paths of Desire:
The Passions of a Suburban Gar-
dener,” was also in attendance.

Award-winning journalist Elinor
Burkett, the author of “Another Planet:
A Year in the Life of a Suburban High
School,” participated, as well as Lisa
Scottoline, a former trial attorney and
the author of “Naked Came the Phoe-
nix,” and “Final Appeal.”

In addition, Herman Parish, the

nephew of Peggy Parish, the origina-
tor of the “Amelia Bedelia” books,
joined the panel. Parish, formerly in
the advertising business, is currently
continuing the Amelia Bedelia se-
ries, which now consists of 10 titles.

The authors sold and signed books
and gave brief presentations. Many
read passages from their works to the

audience, and told of their inspira-
tions for character and plot.

Browning read a passage from
“Paths of Desire,” that detailed the
parallel coming of age of both her
garden and her teenage son.
Scottoline told the audience a little
about her Italian heritage, while Par-
ish related antidotes about his aunt

and how she came to write the Amelia
Bedelia books.

The proceeds of the luncheon will
be used to support JLEP community
service projects, which are focused
on assisting families in crisis in
greater Union County, according to
Fran Moum, JLEP President for the
2003-2004 term.

The JLEP’s current projects in-
clude: Mobile Meals of Westfield,
Healthy Families of Union County
and Cranford Family care, among
others.

For more than 70 years, the JLEP
has been serving the greater Union
County community through
volunteerism, developing the poten-
tial of women and improving the
community through the effective ac-
tion and leadership of trained volun-
teers.

The organization currently has
over 300 members. Its focus is “Fami-
lies in Crises: Prevention and Inter-
vention.”

JLEP also awards scholarships to
qualified young women from Union
County, who are graduating from
high school. The organization
reaches out to all women regardless
of race, color, religious or national
origin that demonstrate an interest
in and commitment to volunteerism.

For more information about JLEP,
please visit www.jlepnj.org or call
(908) 709-1177.

Photo Courtesy of Jackie Hartnett
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – An eclectic blend
of truly inspired artwork graced the
sidewalks of Westfield’s downtown on
May 8, as over 60 artists exhibited and
vended watercolors, oils, sculptures,
prints, photographs, and acrylics.

Along the journey, artists such as S.
Allyn Schaeffer could be found trans-
ferring his brushes laced with paint to
canvas, as he set up his easel near East
Broad and Elm Streets. Dr. Theodore
Schlosberg joined fellow alphorn play-
ers near Schaeffer’s easel in filling the

Saturday air with melodies.
East Broad Street also wel-

comed praiseworthy pieces by
the legendary Burton
Longebach near the New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts, and
another favorite painter, John
Curch, who graciously posed
for photos in front of his post
at Vicki’s Diner.

Turning onto Prospect
Street, another celebrated
New Jersey artist Robert Loder
of Bay Head stopped shop-
pers in their tracks with his
landscapes. Further down,
toward the fire station, Victor
Stanley Lewis of Union, an
acrylic painter, earned kudos
for his deliciously textured
works. “Nymph” by Miroslaw
Chelchowski, another Pros-
pect Street exhibitor, was also
worth noting.

On Central Avenue, Chips the
Clown auctioned off a pictured col-
ored by a youngster, with a going price

of $15, while WAA artist Janna Sage
Peterson presented an exhibition of
her watercolors, as well as her hus-
band, Jon Peterson’s, captivating ce-
ramic sculptures, and carvings by fel-

low WAA member Barbara Zietchick.
Scotch Plains artist Gisele Zeitler,

one of the most talented and prolific
portrait artists observed to date, dis-
played her works on Quimby Street,
while further down toward Elm Street,
Mark De Mos and Maria De Mos of
Morristown offered rich, flawlessly de-
tailed landscapes in watercolor and
pastel.

Using colored pencil, Hedy Swartz
of Staten Island presented some of the
most remarkable florals and landscapes
near the corner of Elm and Quimby
Streets, as the sweet sounds produced

by a young violinist set the
mood near the Elm Street
Café.

Montclair resident and
New Jersey/New York artist
Peter Bocur judged the en-
tries and prizes were
awarded to the following
artists:
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John DiBiase, “Venice
Tapestry,” photography

Demetrius Patterson,
“Hardworking Woman,”
acrylic

Paula Kolojewski,
“Tuilleries,” pastel

Lydia Lehmbeck, “Sum-
mer Morning,” watercolor
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Charlene Cheng, “Happy Hum-

mingbirds,” watercolor
Henry Bamard, “Rain-

drops,” photography
Linda Kolar, “Marianne,”

oil
Mark de Mos, “Green Gro-

cer,” watercolor
HHHHHonorable Monorable Monorable Monorable Monorable Mentionentionentionentionention

($50 each)($50 each)($50 each)($50 each)($50 each)
Richard Roig, “Skeleton

Study,” acrylic
Gwen Howard, “El-

ephant,” collograph
Robert Loder, “Row Boats

at Rockport,” oil
Hedy Swartz, “Sunflowers

in Japanese Vase,” colored
pencil

Joanna Thomas, “Tulips
#4” photography
King-Yan Yeung, “Self-Por-

trait,” acrylic
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Darsey Hoelzer, “Looking Up Elm
Street,” oil
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Tim Weaver, “Still Life With Wine,”

watercolor

Currently, the WAA’s Outreach se-

ries continues at the Westfield Com-
munity Center. Four diverse artists
will present a final demonstration on
Sunday, May 16, during which new
WAA officers will be elected. See the
press release on Page 21 for more
information.
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MURRAMURRAMURRAMURRAMURRAY HILLY HILLY HILLY HILLY HILL – The New Jersey
Youth Symphony, Inc. will continue to
mark its 25th Anniversary Concert Sea-
son with a Sunday, May 16, concert
performance presented by the New Jer-
sey Philharmonia and Flute Forum at 3
p.m. at Morristown High School on
Early Street in Morristown.

Philharmonia members include
Westfielders Sam Berse, Timothy Hou,

Neha Limaye and Hannah Weisman, as
well as Scotch Plains resident Albert Wu.

The program will include Symphony
No. 8 “Unfinished” in B minor by
Schubert, Flute Cocktail by Simeone,
Sonnets by Uber, Jour d’ete a la Montagne
by Bozza, Quatour by Dubois, Hopak
from Sorochisky Fair by Mussorgsky,
Cross Creek by Strommen and Romany
Dances by Del Borgo.


