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Westfield Elegance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
A statement in charming elegance, this Center Hall Colonial 
illustrates architectural design elements flawlessly epitomizing 
traditional style. Hardwood floors, wainscoting, moldings, 
French doors and sun-catching windows mingle with modern 
conveniences to impart a blissful ambiance. An intoxicating 
living room and splendid formal dining room highlights a 
fabulously updated kitchen with breakfast room and a sun-
drenched family room. A sumptuous master suite crowns a 
delightful second floor with generously sized bedrooms. A 
wonderful rec room, lovely yard, splendid open front porch and 
pavestone patio are enhanced by a magical wishing well that 
makes all your dreams come true. Presented for $1,150,000. 
 

For additional information or private tour call… 
 

Mary Ellen O’Boyle ABR CRS GRI SRES 
Broker Associate 

908-233-5347, Direct Dial 
GUCAR President 2003 – 2004 

maryellen-oboyle@burgdorff.com 
 
 
 
 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Parking Enforcement Has Taken On
Gestapo Feel in Downtown Westfield
Editor’s note: This letter was origi-

nally sent to Mayor Gregory McDermott.
* * * * * * *

I am enclosing payment to the munici-
pal court for traffic summons for parking
overtime at a meter on the north side of
the train station after 6 p.m. today. I will
not contest the summons as I take it the
parking patrol officer would not have
issued it if I were not in violation.

For the life of me I cannot understand
why it is a violation to park at the train
station after 6 p.m. and why summonses
are issued at a time when the lot is nearly
empty. But who am I but a 20-year citi-
zen/resident with no power or authority to
request that such officers use good judg-
ment in the exercise of their duties. I truly
believe that these officers would issue
traffic tickets to welfare mothers who
parked their vehicles at the local Food
Stamp office to secure their monthly al-

lotment when their parking meter time
expired because they had to stand in line
with their children to secure what’s theirs.

The issuance of this summons is re-
grettable not only for the additional $20
fee I now pay but because it has finally
allowed me to conclude that I am no
longer welcome in my own town to shop
at local stores and converse with area
business persons and friends. There is a
Gestapo perception in the town now. Citi-
zens can’t discourse freely for fear of the
parking meter maids. Parking meter fees
have gone to New York prices and fines
for violations have risen steadily. People
walk away from one another to feed the
meter or move their car. A hushed silence
comes over Vicki’s Diner when the meter
maids walk out from their over long
breakfast to begin their patrols.

While I understand the need to en-
force parking regulations I am appalled
at your lack of judgment with respect to
the employment of these officers. You
have made what used to be pleasant town
visits into what is now an intimidating
experience because now we have some-
one in a grey shirt uniform watching,
watching, watching, waiting, waiting to
pounce. The sinister aspects of this are
overwhelming. I want no part of it. For
the sake of revenue we now have the
Gestapo. I am infuriated.

So this weekend will be my last visit to
downtown Westfield. My only purpose in
making that walk into town is to deliver
copies of this letter to every merchant
along East Broad, Elm, Prospect, North
and South Avenues. You’ve forced me to
shop in Garwood, a town that clearly
understands that over policing is counter-
productive to good community spirit.

I strongly suggest you reconsider any
plans you might have to run for re-election.
I plan to continue living in Westfield just so
I can exercise my right to vote against you.
Tell you what. Why don’t you install a
parking meter in front of my home? Come
to think of it you and Mr. Betancourt have
probably already got that planned.

Louis Stephens
Westfield

Westfielder Tells Story of Being
Arrested for Overdue Parking Ticket

Westfielder Relays Story of Rainy
Night Parking Ticket in Downtown

Westfield Redevelopment Debate
Should Be Handled With Civility

SPF PTA Council
Thanks Voters

For Budget Support
On behalf of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood

PTA Council I would like to thank the
members of our community for passing
the 2004-2005 school budget.

Congratulations to all of you for rec-
ognizing the greatest investment our
community can make – the future of our
children. The support you show allows
our programs to continue and our chil-
dren to thrive, while ensuring the value
of our properties retains its cornerstone:
a solid public school system.

Elizabeth Murad, Corresponding
Secretary

Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA Council

Woman Thanked
For Helping WF Boy
On Mother’s Day morning my oldest

son walked to Stop and Shop. He was
shopping to make a Mothers Day break-
fast with his brothers, as a surprise for
me. He gathered up all the items he
though he would need and got on line.
After he was completely checked out he
realized he was $1 short.

The women standing behind him in
line handed him a dollar. I don’t know if
she was young or old or even a mother.
But she made my son smile. So I would
just like to thank her for her generous act
of kindness toward my son.

It is people like her who make
Westfield the kind of town you will
always remember.

Josephine Nanna
Westfield

First of all, I want to say I have the
utmost respect for the Westfield Police
and the Department. However, I have a
major problem of how they enforce park-
ing tickets and what they do if you are a
little late in paying. I want to tell you a
little story that happened to my family
and me on May 9 (Mothers Day).

While we were taking a drive in Far
Hills, NJ and were pulling out of a
parking lot, I was pulled over by a police
officer for no apparent reason. After
giving him my license and registration,
he told me  he pulled me over because I
have an outstanding parking ticket (1 1/
2 months) and that an arrest warrant was
issued by Westfield for my arrest. Sub-
sequently, because of this they had me
get out of my car, put my hands up
against the car, they hand cuffed me, put
me in the squad car, took me to the police
station and fined me for the delinquent
ticket. This happened in public, in front
of my wife and daughter who was ex-
tremely upset, as she couldn’t under-
stand why they were taking her father
away in hand cuffs for a parking ticket.
Is this type of humiliation and emotional
stress to my family necessary for such a
minor offense? I believe not.

While I admit that I was a little late in
paying the ticket, I do have a hard time
with the town issuing an arrest warrant for
one parking ticket that isn’t even two
months old. While I could understand this
if I had numerous parking tickets that were
outstanding or even if I had any unpaid
moving violations, but we are talking about
one overtime parking ticket. What is this
town coming to? Is the city that hard up for
the money right away? I guess because of
all the money the town is spending on the
proposed parking deck, which the major-
ity of the people don’t want, every little
penny counts. Again, I admit that I was late
in paying the ticket and was responsible
for paying any late fees. But to issue an
arrest warrant for this type of offense, to
me, is simply appalling.

I consider myself a solid citizen who
has never had a brush with the law. I
volunteer for my church and volunteer
my time coaching both girls and boys
lacrosse in this town. Isn’t it ironic, that
while volunteering my time at a meeting
for coaching lacrosse, that went longer

then I had expected, I received this park-
ing ticket. I love this town, but if this is
the way they treat their citizens for a
minor parking violation by issuing an
arrest warrant, I have a REAL BIG
PROBLEM with it.

I’m sure everyone is going to say this
is just “policy” and that I should pay my
ticket on time, and yes I should. How-
ever, they should look themselves in the
mirror and ask if they have ever been late
in paying a parking ticket. And if they
have, have they ever been handcuffed
and placed in a squad car in front of the
public and their wife and daughter for
this offense? Arrest warrants are very
serious and should be used against DWI
violators, kidnappers, drug offenders,
major vehicular violators, etc, but I think
common sense should be used for one
late parking ticket.

I realize the Westfield police did not
do the bully tactics used and I plan to
address the Far Hills Police Department
also. However, my family and myself
were told time and time again by the
officer that what he was doing was
“policy” for arrest warrants. The war-
rant was issued by the Westfield Police
Department for one lousy parking ticket.
Don’t we have better things to utilize our
police time for?

Tom Buttrick
Westfield

I am writing to relay to my fellow
Westfielders a very distasteful incident,
which occurred on Monday, May 3,
across from Ferraro’s where Elm and
Quimby meet.

My wife was driving our car and I was
in the front with her while our infant
slept in the back car seat. Famished, we
decided to get take out from Ferraro’s.
There were no metered spaces available,
but since it was a cold, rainy day and it
was not rush hour we decided to pull into
to the yellow zone next to Planet
Smoothie directly across the street from
Ferraro’s and run in to pick up the food.
As she did not wish to take our baby out
into the weather when it wasn’t neces-
sary, she asked me to stay in the car to
mind him while she crossed the street
and went into the restaurant. She left the
hazards blinking and the car running.

When my wife exited Ferraro’s no
more than five minutes later with our
order, she was surprised to see that one
of those little traffic cars had pulled up
behind our car. The officer was sitting in
the cab writing out a ticket, while I sat in
the front seat, reading The Leader, oblivi-
ous to the ticket agent’s presence. Only
after he had written the ticket did the
officer bother to get out of his vehicle
and approach.

“Excuse me?” my wife said as she
crossed the street. “Am I being tick-
eted?” At that point I realized what was
going on and stepped out of the car to
inform the officer that I had been in
sitting there the whole time and would
have gladly moved it if so asked. (I am
over six-feet and with the paper spread
out it had to have been obvious to the
ticket agent that there was someone in
the car – the engine running probably
was a tell-tale sign as well!)

The officer’s response was a curt:
“Don’t matter. No parking anytime.”
Growing more frustrated by the second I
pointed out that I was minding our baby
while my wife ran over to pick up our

food. The officer’s snide remark to both
of us was: “Tell it to the judge.” (Direct
quote). Tell it to the judge?

I realize that parking ordinances need
to be enforced and I will be the first to
say grin and bear it should you let the
meter run out or willfully leave your car
in a No Parking Zone. That’s life. But
come on! I was in the car! Plus there was
a baby in the back and the weather that
Monday was cold, damp, and rainy –
certainly there was no need to bring an
infant out into that for no reason, and
thus a little latitude wouldn’t have done
anyone any harm here – except maybe
deny the town $35 dollars.

When we do tell it to the judge, I think
I will ask him/her: Is this the kind of
town we have become? A town where
we must now be ever mindful of over-
zealous ticket agents who willfully
pounce on people minding sleeping ba-
bies in an ever more ravenous quest for
more tax dollars? I realize of course that
we may not be paying much by way of,
ahem, property taxes these days, and so
the town may have desperately needed
that $35 to make up the shortfall. But one
of the reasons we moved to Westfield
seven years ago was get away from that
city-slicker Hoboken-like City Hall as
money-machine racquet feel. We have
always known the police in this town to
be decent, friendly, reliable and quite
professional. Which is why this incident
came as such a rude surprise to us.
Where was this constable’s sense of
decency? His lack of common courtesy
is the antithesis of what we have come to
expect from our law enforcement offic-
ers. Thus, would we like to think that this
one man’s callous indifference shown to
me and my family was an anomaly and
not a harbinger of things – and attitudes
– to come as this friendly community
grows larger and more complex.

Brad Schaeffer
Westfield

What is happening to our community
when a respected attorney at a public
meeting pillars the character and dedica-
tion of the Executive Director of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation and
another attorney distributes a letter to
the downtown calling our parking au-
thority people “the Gestapo?”

Downtown merchants supporting the
parking proposal have received unsigned
letters, anonymous phone calls and pub-
lic pronouncements of retribution against
them and their businesses. These are the
same merchants and residents of the town
who provide services and who have al-
ways been strong supporters of the local
schools, youth groups and charities. Our
elected officials have also been threat-
ened with the retribution of removal from
office and personal consequences.

What has happened to civility in our
community? We are in the midst of a
very heated debate about the redevelop-

ment program. Honest dialogue is wel-
comed and always encouraged, but
threats veiled and overt are always det-
rimental to constructive thinking and a
satisfactory resolution.

What is the position of our local news-
paper when such situations develop?
Shouldn’t the newspaper speak against
the character assassination especially
when it is unfair?

As a local resident, tax payer, owner of
downtown commercial property and op-
erator of a local retail business for over 20
years, I support the total redevelopment
program for Prospect Street and South
Avenue. I would be happy to discuss any
of these projects with any individual or
group at our mutual convenience.

Respect and peace should be the words
of the day.

Dave Sutter
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
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For additional information or a private showing, please call:

OPEN HOUSE Sunday 5/16/04 1-4 PM

The price is right for this charming 3 bedroom home just
moments from town, schools and NYC transportation—
new kitchen, updated bath, family room and more. Enjoy
the private rear yard and convenient north side location!

Offered for: $359,000
905 North Avenue West, Westfield

600 NORTH AVENUE, WEST WESTFIELD, NJ (908) 233-0065

Owned and operated by NRT Inc.

Beth Sullivan
Sales Associate

Call Direct: (908) 578-3812
Beth-Sullivan@Burgdorff.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that on May 26,
2004 at 8:00 P.M. in the Borough Hall of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey the Plan-
ning Board will hold a public hearing for a 6
foot fence around the back yard at 39 St.
John’s Place, Fanwood, New Jersey also
known as Block 20, Lot 10 as shown on the
Fanwood Tax Map.

Sec. 184-25C Variance Requested: 6 foot
fence around the back yard; Permitted: 4
feet; Present: ; Proposed: 6 feet

The application will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of the
application or amendment(s) to the applica-
tion.

All interested persons maybe present and
heard.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal
business hours from the Secretary of the
Board at the Administration Offices of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Nicholas J. & Colleen K. Nitti, Jr.
39 St. John’s Place

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 5/13/04, The Times Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment
of the Township of Scotch Plains held on
May 6, 2004, the following decisions of the
Board were memorialized:

Granted side-yard setback Variances with
conditions to Douglas and Maria
Ackerman for the construction of an addi-
tion at the property located at 2549 Moun-
tain Avenue (Block 4602, Lot 27), Scotch
Plains.

Granted side-yard setback Variances with
conditions to Emanual and Diane Wiesen
for the expansion of the garage and con-
struction of a second-floor addition at the
property located at 1244 Sleepy Hollow
Lane (Block 15601, Lot 31), Scotch Plains.

Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the

Zoning Board of Adjustment
Township of Scotch Plains

1 T - 5/13/04, The Times Fee: $21.42


