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CIANCIOTTA SLAPS TWO SINGLES

Bears Bite Raiders, 5-1,
In Union County Softball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One out of control inning pre-
vented the seventh-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School soft-
ball team from advancing to the
quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament. The visiting Brearley
Bears took a four-run chunk out of
the Raiders in the fifth inning and
returned to Kenilworth with a 5-1
victory on May 8.

Although both teams were making
contact with the ball, freshman
pitcher Jenna Vitale limited the 10-4
Raiders to just four hits while walk-
ing four and striking out just three.
Raider starting pitcher Elaine Piniat
was tapped for 10 of the Bears’ 11
hits before being relieved by Jess
Moore in the sixth inning. Piniat
recorded two strikeouts and hit one
batter while Moore walked none and

struck out one.
Of the four Raider hits, junior sec-

ond baseman Taylor Cianciotta
smacked two singles while shortstop
Melissa Sette and third baseman
Lauren Mains each had one single.
Bear Jesyka Marko went 3-for-4 with
a triple and a run scored and Ali
Shields also went 3-for-4, two singles
via bunts.

The 11-1 Bears, whose only loss
was a one-run burner at the bats of
Cranford, threatened in the top of the
first inning with two singles but failed
to score when Raider third baseman
Mains fielded two grounders for force
outs. But in the second inning, the
Bears scored a run when Vitale
thumped a leadoff triple to center
then, with two outs, scored on a
throwing error.

In the bottom of the second,
Cianciotta and Mains drew back-to-
back walks and both advanced on a
ground out. Cianciotta attempted to
score on a slow grounder to third but
was gunned down at the plate.

The Raiders were stunned in the
fifth when Shields laid down her first
bunt single and Marko followed with
a single to left. Daria Glynos yanked
an RBI single to left and a second run
was permitted when the throw to the
plate sailed out of play. Jill Kelly
looped a dinker into shallow right
then the third run scored when a
grounder back to the mound slipped
through Piniat’s legs. Rachel
Gearhart tapped an infield single and
Ashlee Marko brought home the
fourth run with a single to left.

The Raiders scored their only run
in the sixth. Laura Manzi walked,
Cianciotta and Mains both singled
and Lauren Benovengo hopped a
grounder that was muffed by the
shortstop, allowing Manzi to score.

“There isn’t a lot to say. We hit
today, but we’ve been hitting better.
We were trying to pinpoint where the

problem was. They (Brearley) were
hitting and the teams we had been
playing really weren’t. We got rattled
and we didn’t adjust,” stated Raider
Head Coach Kelli Covert. “Men-
tally, we’ve been used to winning.
It’s bad that it was a county game that
we had to lose, but I don’t know if we
needed to lose again to remember
that we need to work hard.”
Brearley 010 040 0 5
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 001 0 1

Local Area High School
Varsity Baseball Results:

MAY 5:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 10, Union 0

Sean Varsolona limited the Farm-
ers to four hits and Kyle Baker had
two doubles, a single and five RBI
for the 8-4 Raiders.
Westfield 12, Elizabeth 2

Billy Hearon had two hits, a run
scored and an RBI while Bryan Power
had two hits and two RBI for 10-3
Westfield.
Cranford 15, Plainfield 1
Brian Ciencin had two doubles, a
single, an RBI and two runs scored
for the 10-3 Cougars.
Union Catholic 3, Dayton 1

Mike Honeymar, Pete Rivera and
Brandon Garcia each had RBI singles
for the 9-2 Vikings.

MAY 6:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 18,
Shabazz 2

Ed Zazzali, James Scalfaro and
Anthony Statola banged homers.

MAY 7:
Westfield 8, Bridgewater-Raritan 7

Billy Hearon went 3-for-3, scored
three runs and rapped an RBI single
for the game winner. Bryan Power
went 3-for-3 with an RBI and Mike
Murray added a two-run double.

MAY 8:
UC TOURNAMENT:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 3, Union
Catholic 2

See exclusive story

Roselle Catholic 8, Westfield 6
See exclusive story

New Providence 2, Union 0
Tony Wargo tossed a no-hitter, struck

out 10, walked four and ripped an RBI
single for the 10-3 Pioneers who will
face Scotch Plains-Fanwood in Rahway
on Saturday, May 15, at 3 p.m.
Cranford 6, Johnson 0

Bryan Giannecchini fired a three-
hitter for the 14-4, second-seeded
Cougars.

SCALFARO FANS 7,URBAN GETS 2 RBI

Raider Baseballers Nip
UC Vikings, 3-2, in UCT

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains High School
baseball team tallied three runs in
the bottom of the sixth inning to nip
Union Catholic in a 3-2, nail biter in
the quarterfinals of the Union County
tournament on May 8 in Scotch
Plains. Catcher Kevin Urban
whacked a two-run double and first
baseman John Maloney ripped an
RBI double to seal the victory.

Raider pitcher James Scalfaro (4-
0) scattered six hits and fanned seven
while walking five. Additionally,
Scalfaro rifled two singles. Viking
hurler Andy Koncen (4-1) pitched a
shutout through five innings, allowed
two hits, sat down nine and walked
four. Reliever Peter Rivera pitched
the final inning, yielding three runs
on four hits.

“Scalfaro had control problems
early and they manufactured runs,
but he settled down and came through
with big outs, pitched strike outs and
got guys to pop up,” said Raider
Head Coach Tom Baylock. “Koncen
is a great pitcher and they are a great
team. He had us handcuffed for four
innings and he took us to the third
time through the lineup before we
started getting two, three hits back-
to-back. For us to come back like
that took a gutsy effort.”

“The first two innings were a little
rough,” explained Scalfaro. “The
curve ball was off slightly and the
slider stayed up a little. From there
on, everything turned on. I was hit-
ting my spots. The slider was work-
ing very well. It kept the hitters off-
balance and ducking out when they
saw it. That setup the fastball and
then I nailed them with the curve
ball, which had an awesome break.”

Viking Brandon Garcia drilled a
two-run double and Peter Rivera

muscled two singles.
“Koncen pitched very well,” ex-

pressed Viking Head Coach Jim
Reagan. “He’s like a silent assassin.
Everyone wants to hit against him
until they get up there and the next
thing they realize is that they didn’t.
We made a crucial error and that’s
going to happen; major leagues
make them. Their pitcher (Scalfaro)
kept us off-balance. His curve ball
was superb and we just never could
really hit it. We just didn’t make the
most of our opportunities, but I
thought we played a good game.
We’re basically a young team and
we’re coming.”

Raider Ed Zazzali tagged a runner
stealing second in the second and
Urban gunned down the runner head-
ing to second in the fifth. A contro-
versial call by the plate umpire
snuffed out what appeared to be a
homer over the leftfield fence by
Jared Montagna in the second.

The 9-4 Vikings took a 2-0 lead in
the top of the first inning. Freshman
catcher Chris Whittemore walked,
Rivera cracked a 3-2 count to center
and Garcia drilled his two-run double.

Scalfaro started things in the sixth
with a sharp single to left. Matt Pow-
ers executed a perfect bunt single
and Zazzali moved the runners to
second and third. Urban rocked his
two-run double to knot the score and
Maroney powered a double scoring
Urban.

“I was looking for something over
the plate, maybe something off speed,
but he threw me a fastball,” said
Urban. “I knew I was going to swing,
so it was a great feeling.”

The Raiders will face New Provi-
dence in the UCT semifinals on May
15 in Rahway.
Union Catholic 200 000 0 2
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 003 x 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAGGED OUT AT THE PLATE…Raider Taylor Cianciotta gets tagged out at
home plate by Bears catcher Ashlee Marko in the second inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINE PLAY, FINE COVERAGE…Raider first baseman Jillian Lusk, left,
grabs a grounder and tosses in time to second baseman Taylor Cianciotta
covering first.

WESTFIELD SOCCER

WSA TRAVEL TEAM TRYOUTS

Fall 2004 and Spring 2005

ASSOCIATION

AGEE DATDATE OF BIRBIRTH   GRADE FALL '04 FirsFirst TryouTryout DaDate Field

U09 Boys 8/1/95-7/31/96 3rd Wed. 6/2 6-8:00 pm Houlihan

U09 Girls 8/1/95-7/31/96 3rd Wed. 6/2 6-8:00 pm Sid Faye

U10 Boys & Girls 8/1/94-7/31/95 4th Sat. 5/22 2-4:00 pm Houlihan/Sid Faye

U11 Boys & Girls 8/1/93-7/31/94 5th Sat. 5/22 10-12:00 Houlihan/Sid Faye

U12 Boys 8/1/92-7/31/93 6th Fri. 5/14 6-8:00 pm Houlihan

U12 Girls 8/1/92-7/31/93 6th Sat. 5/22 8-10:00 am Houlihan

U13 Boys* 8/1/91-7/31/92 7th Wed. 5/19 6-8:00 pm Sycamore

U13 Girls* 8/1/91-7/31/92 7th Mon. 5/17 6-8:00 pm Houlihan

U14 Boys* 8/1/90-7/31/91 8th Mon. 5/17 6-8:00 pm Sycamore

U14 Girls* 8/1/90-7/31/91 8th Wed. 5/19 6-8:00 pm Houlihan

AGEE DATATE OF BIRBIRTH   GRGRADE FALL '04    Second Tryout Date Field

U09 Boys 8/1/95-7/31/96 3rd Sat. 6/5 8:30-10:30 am Sid Faye

U09 Girls 8/1/95-7/31/96 3rd Sat. 6/5 10:30-12:30 am Sid Faye

U10 Boys & Girls 8/1/94-7/31/95 4th Wed. 5/26 6-8:00 pm Houlihan

U11 Boys & Girls 8/1/93-7/31/94 5th Tues. 5/25 6-8:00 pm Houlihan

U12 Boys 8/1/92-7/31/93 6th Sat. 5/22 4-6:00 pm Houlihan

U12 Girls 8/1/92-7/31/93 6th Tues. 5/25 6-8:00 pm Sycamore

U13 Boys* 8/1/91-7/31/92 7th Fri. 5/21 6-8:00 pm Sycamore

U13 Girls* 8/1/91-7/31/92 7th Fri. 5/21 6-8:00 pm Houlihan

U14 Boys* 8/1/90-7/31/91 8th Sat. 5/22 4-6:00 pm Sycamore

U14 Girls* 8/1/90-7/31/91 8th Tues. 6/1 6-8:00 pm Houlihan

* U13 and U14 boys and girls tryouts are CWS open tryouts.

* U13 and U14 boys and girls tryouts are CWS open tryouts.

FREQUENCY OF TRYOUTS

Tryouts are conducted once per year with team assignments for play during the following Fall
and Spring seasons.  Players selected for teams are expected to play both seasons.

TRYOUT APPAREL

No part of a WSA travel uniform may be worn to a tryout.   Shin guards must be worn and
cleats are highly recommended.

Players should arrive I/2 hour before tryout and may not wear any part of a Westfield uniform.

All updates  and registration instructions will be posted on
http://www.westfieldnjsoccer.com

Raindates and field changes will be posted on the WSA web site.

Players may tryout with their grade as long as they are born after the first date listed for that Division.

Please direct any questions to the WSA web site: http://www.westfieldnjsoccer.com/

Boys and Girls

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING UNDER THE TAG…Raider Matt Powers slides under the tag to tie
the score in the sixth inning as Viking catcher Chris Whittemore gets the throw
a little too late. The Raiders defeated the Vikings, 3-2, to advance to the UCT
semifinal round.


