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Blue Devil Girls Get Goal No. 2,
Grab WC Track & Field Crown
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MURRAY BLASTS 3-RUN HOME RUN

Lion Baseballers Shock
Blue Devils, 8-6, in UCT

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Getting fine offensive production
from the No. 7, 8 and 9 hitters, the
11th-seeded Roselle Catholic High
School baseball team shocked third-
seeded Westfield, 8-6, in the
quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament in Westfield on May 8.
Down 8-2, the 11-4 Blue Devils did
show fight by scoring a run in the
fifth inning and by getting a three-
run home run from Mike Murray in
the seventh.

The bottom three Lions combined
for six of the team’s 11 hits, includ-
ing two doubles from No. 9 hitter
Jason Aguilera, four runs scored and
five RBI. Aguilera’s doubles pro-
duced three RBI. Blue Devil Murray
finished with two hits, a run scored
and three RBI and teammate Mike
Diaz went 2-for-4, including a double,
a run scored and an RBI.

Lion pitcher Nick Nolan (3-2),
who recorded six strikeouts and a
walk while yielding nine hits in seven
innings, enjoyed the luxury of get-
ting ahead in the count, which al-
lowed him to work the ball around
the plate more freely than Blue Devil
pitcher Tom Ricciuti, who got tapped
early for six runs on eight hits in his
three-and-two-thirds innings of work.
Blue Devil middle reliever John Boyd
pitched one-and-a-third innings, al-
lowing two runs, two hits, two walks
and a hit batter, before being re-
placed by Mike Streaman who
pitched two scoreless innings while
allowing one hit.

“When you are behind in the count,
you have to come in and that’s what
they were sitting on,” said Blue Devil

Head Coach Bob Brewster. “But they
were also hitting the first pitch. They
were hitting it all over the place.
They did very well today against us.”

The 8-7 Lions jumped to a 2-0 lead
in the second when Aguilera lashed a
two-run double to rightfield. The Blue
Devils matched that fete in the bot-
tom of the inning. Ricciuti reached on
an error and scored on Diaz’s single to
center. Sam Kim singled to left and
Diaz scored on a throwing error.

Westfield got rattled in the fourth
and could not stop the bleeding until
four Lions scuffed the plate. Joe
Braithwaite laid down a bunt single
that loaded the bases, Anthony
DaRosa lobbed an RBI sacrifice fly
to center, Aguilera slashed an RBI
double to right, Nolan tapped an RBI
single and Mike Lukko drew a bases-
loaded walk.

The Lions took advantage of an
error, a walk and a hit batter, and
combined them with two singles to
take an 8-2 lead in the fifth. Blue
Devil Dan Clark singled, moved to
second on Jan Cocozziello’s single
and scored on an error by the short-
stop in the bottom of the fifth.

In the seventh, Cocozziello walked,
Billy Hearon looped a single into
shallow right and Murray launched
his three-run shot over the rightfield
fence.

“We gave them some runs early
on, but we just didn’t get enough of
what we needed to win the ball game,”
said Brewster. “They are a solid club.
They don’t do anything fancy. We
didn’t strikeout much against Nolan.
They made the plays and we didn’t.”
Roselle Catholic 020 420 0 8
Westfield 020 010 3 6

GELMETTI FIRES SHUTOUT, FANS 9

Blue Devil Softballers Jolt
Mother Seton, 10-0, in UCT

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Great pitching and timely hitting
earned the sixth-seeded Westfield
High School softball team a 10-0
victory over 10-3 Mother Seton in the
opening round of the Union County
Tournament in Westfield on May 8.
Junior pitcher Lauren Gelmetti tossed
a shutout, struck out nine, yielded
four hits and walked one.

The 10-4 Blue Devils had a hit
parade with five runs in the bottom of
the first and erupted for four runs in
the second. Brittany Vella came off
the bench and closed the show with
an RBI single in the fifth.

“Offensively, we were real sharp,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Tara
Pignoli. “One of the things that I
wanted to build with this team is the
number of RBI we have, because up
to this point we haven’t always been
hitting in runners when they are in
scoring position. I’m so happy that
every single run we got was batted in
today. I think it shows a real sign of
confidence and sharpness. They were
able to adjust to this pitcher in the
first inning.”

Catcher Lauren Musacchia singled
in two runs. Third baseman Marilyn
Mench hit a two-run double, desig-
nated hitter Danielle Coleman drilled
an RBI single and an RBI double and
leftfielder Jess Guerriero singled in
two runs. Second baseman Kate
Smith rocked an RBI double. Sopho-
more shortstop Kristina Fietkiewicz
doubled twice and singled.

Although Mother Seton erupted
with three singles in the top of the first
inning, Gelmetti settled down and
kept the bats at bay the rest of the way.

“Defensively, we made every play
that we need to play,” explained Pi-

gnoli. “The pitching and defense
settled down after the first couple of
batters. Gelmetti really pitched well.
When she got ahead of the batters,
she threw her pitches, not their pitches
which is something else she’s been
working on.”

The Blue Devil’s first inning be-
gan with Fietkiewicz’s single. Mary
Kate Flannery sacrificed and
Musacchia slapped an RBI single.
Gelmetti took one for the team and
scored when Smith banged a double
to center. Smith crossed the dish on
a single by Coleman and Guerriero
slapped a two-run single.

Westfield boosted its lead to 9-0 in
the second. Fietkiewicz drilled a
single, robbed second, advanced to
third on Flannery’s sacrifice then
scored on an RBI single by
Mussachia. Next, Gelmetti walked.
Mench unloaded a two-run double
and scored on a double blast off the
‘metal stick’ of Coleman.

The final salvo came in the fourth.
Mench was awarded a trip to first.
Vella was summoned to the plate and
answered with an RBI single.

In the top of the fifth, first baseman
Jen Frost delivered a knockout tag,
Fietkiewicz rifled a toss to Frost and
Gelmetti shut off the lights with a
strikeout.

“There are thirteen girls and every
single one of them works hard. They
give it their all every day and it’s
really a great day when all thirteen
get in the game,” said Pignoli. “Our
substitutes went out, played great
defense in the outfield. All you want
when your substitutes go in is a solid
at bat and get some hits and Vella did
that for us. I’m real proud of them.”
Mother Seton 000 00 0
Westfield 540 1x 10

90’10” and Wells at 86’6”.
Pleased with the girls’ 1-2-3 sweep

in the shot put, Blue Devil Head
Coach Nancy Carpenter said, “It’s
really nice. It really seems to take the
pressure off the track girls.”

Berka took top honors in the dis-
cus with a toss of 87’5” followed by
Henry at 87’3” and Petrow at 85’4”.

Blue Devil Deenie Quinn had her
own 1600-meter strategy book. Quinn
was tailing Raider Mary Shashaty by
about two feet for the first three laps
then took the lead in the last lap. As
she headed for the finish, teammate
Driscoll turned on the burners and
nearly caught her, resulting in the 1-
2 finish with respective personal-
best times of 5:25.8 and 5:26.4.
Shashaty, who also placed second in
the 3200 meters at 12:03.7, took
fourth at 5:34.3.

“It was a five-second PR (personal
record). I just wanted to stay with
Mary because she is an awesome
runner then, at the end, give what-
ever I had left. The last 100 I could
have easily given up, but I saw Meg.
She was pushing, so I pushed too,”
said Quinn.

“I knew they would go out real
fast, so I tried to reserve a little bit,”
said Driscoll. “I never expected to
beat Mary, but I tried my best. I
(PR)ed by about 10 seconds.”

Raider Bundy edged out Blue Devil
Ja’net Tiller in a thriller for the 100-
meter title, finishing in 12.6 seconds
to Tiller’s 12.7. Raiders Amanda
Bobyack crossed fourth at 13.1 fol-
lowed by Samantha Gates at 13.5.

“I never thought that I would win.
I actually set myself up to come in
second because I thought she was
faster than me,” confessed Bundy.
“When I started running with her, I

thought that I could run faster and I
got 12.6. I never got that before. My
lean helped.”

Tiller turned the tables on Bundy
in the 200 meters, crossing first in a
personal-best 26.2 to Bundy’s 26.3.
Gates placed fourth at 27.2.

Raider Meaghan Kelly won the 400
intermediate hurdles with a time of
1:10.6 followed by Blue Devils Lauren
Nolan at a personal-best 1:16.9 and
Mika Cruz and Laura Pietruszki, both
at 1:18.6. Cruz took second in the 100
hurdles at 16 seconds and Raider
Michelle Regg took fourth at 17.7.

Regg won the triple jump with a
distance of 34’3” followed by Blue
Devil Joann Matthew at 30’4.25”,
Raider Kelly at 29’8.5” and Blue
Devil Alison Rodine at 27’6.5”.
Bobyack won the long jump with a
leap of 15’2.5. Regg at 14’6” and
Kelly at 14’4” took third and fourth,
respectively, and Cruz took fifth at
14’3”. Blue Devils Emily Perry at
4’8” and Amanda Nehring at 4’6”
took second and fourth, respectively,
in the high jump.

NATIONAL DIVISION TEAMS:
1. Westfield (W) 206, 2. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) 141.5, 3. Cranford (C) 78,
4. Linden (L) 33.5, 5. Shabazz (S) 14

NATIONAL DIVISION GIRLS:
   100: Bundy (SPF) 12.6
   200:  Tiller (W) 26.2
   400: MacNeil (W) 58.7
   800: MacNeil (W) 2:23
1,600: Quinn (W) 5:25.8
3,200: Laura Gallo (C) 11.38.6
100H: Sunita Braithwaite (L) 15.5
400H: Kelly (SPF) 1:10.6
High Jump: Kara Stull (C) 4’8”
Long Jump: Bobyack (SPF) 15’2”
Pole Vault: Mary Rose Mullen (C) 6’6”
Shot Put: Sheridan (W) 34’4”
Discus: Berka (SPF) 87’5”
Javelin: Sheridan (W) 99’
4x400: (W) (MacNeil, Carter, Driscoll,
Onishi) 4:02.2
Triple jump: Regg (SPF) 34’3”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNER BY A LEAN…Raider Aja Bundy, left, just nips Blue Devil Ja’net
Tiller in the 100-meter dash.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOME RUN SWING AND TROT…Blue Devil Mike Murray crushed a three-
run homer in the seventh inning against Roselle Catholic.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIVING BACK TO FIRST…Blue Devil Dan Clark dives safely back to first on
an attempted pickoff play by Lion pitcher Nick Nolan.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROVIDING SOME CLOUT…Blue Devil Lauren Musacchia slapped RBI
singles in the first and second innings against Mother Seton.


