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SP-F BOE Opposes Senate Bills,
Welcomes New Fanwood Member

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education welcomed new
Fanwood representative Rob
O’Connor to the board on Thursday
night at a brief annual re-organiza-
tion meeting.

Mr. O’Connor was the write-in
candidate on the ballot after Seamus
Dolan withdrew from the race, and
he is taking the place of Pat Hoynes-
O’Connor.

Craig Nowlin and Lance Porter,
both from Scotch Plains, returned to
the board after running unopposed.
The three men were sworn in and
took an oath to uphold the mission of
the district.

The board voted to have board
vice president Linda Nelson move to
the role of president, as Mr. Porter
finished his two years as president.
Longtime board member Thomas
Russo was voted as vice president
for the upcoming term.

As part of the agenda for the an-
nual re-organization meeting that oc-
curs after the election and the pass-
ing of the budget, the board voted on
and passed the following: a motion
to approve the official newspapers

for publication of board related no-
tices; adoption of existing board poli-
cies and curricula; setting of official

board meeting locations for regu-
larly scheduled monthly meetings
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Former Officer Cassidy Files
Wrongful Termination Suit

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

A former member of the Scotch
Plains Police Department has filed
suit against the department, the town-
ship and other individuals, alleging
that he had been wrongly dismissed
last year.

James Cassidy, a sergeant who was
on the police force for approximately
12 years, is alleging that township
officials had conspired to deprive
him of his civil rights when he was
terminated in March 2003 for con-
duct unbecoming a police officer.
His termination followed indepen-
dent investigators’ conclusions that
he had engaged in sexual miscon-
duct while on duty.

Mr. Cassidy had first been sus-
pended with pay pending an investi-
gation by a trio of outside experts
because, according to Township At-
torney Douglas Hansen, “these were
serious allegations and we wanted to
be sure that there would be no ques-
tion” of impartiality. “We went out
and got the best people,” he told The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Elizabeth Gramigna, Esq., an ex-

pert in sexual harassment and civil
rights, conducted a confidential in-
ternal investigation. Her report was
then referred to Thomas Savage, Esq.,
an outside independent prosecutor
and expert in police discipline and
investigation, who reviewed the re-
port and suggested charges to town-
ship officials. Afterwards, Hearing
Officer Robert Czech, Esq. presided
over eight hearings over the course
of three month, with Mr. Savage
acting as prosecutor. Mr. Czech then
wrote an opinion based on his find-
ing Mr. Cassidy guilty of the charges
and forwarded his recommendations
to Township Manager Thomas
Atkins, who then terminated Mr.
Cassidy from his position 13 months
ago. Mr. Hansen termed the three
outside personnel “knowledgeable,
thorough and bright.”

Mr. Cassidy is also currently in-
volved in an appeal of his discharge
before the Office of Administrative
Law in Newark.

Mr. Hansen described Mr.
Cassidy’s complaint against the town-
ship as “rambling, frivolous and
malicious allegations that lack merit
both in law and in fact, and done with
the apparent attempt to embarrass

Ben Solomon for The Times
SWEARING IN...Newly elected Board of Education member Rob O’Connor, right, and incumbent members Lance
Porter, left and Craig Nowlin were sworn in for three year terms last Thursday.

Ben Solomon for The Times
TAKING THE HELM...Linda Nelson, left, was elected President of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood  Board of Education and Thomas Russo was elected Vice-
President at Thursday night’s reorganizational meeting.

Erratum
In a front page article of the

April 29 edition on the Union
County Board of Chosen Free-
holders meeting, the boy who
sang “Little People” from Les
Miserables was misidentified as
Jake Forrestal. Though Forrestal
performed during the show’s run
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, Daniel Pesin performed
the song at the freeholder meet-
ing.
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Checchio Had Prior Arrest
Before Kidnapping Charge

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Last week, Scotch Plains resident
John Checchio, the owner of Don’s
Tree Service, was arrested and
charged with first degree kidnap-
ping. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Mauro Checchio. The senior Mr.
Checchio was mayor of Scotch
Plains in 1959.

Police allege that Checchio kid-
napped a 34-year-old Plainfield
woman and drove her to his resi-
dence, where he forced her to dis-
robe and assaulted her.

Checchio was arrested for a simi-
lar incident in September 2000, for
kidnapping a 24-year-old Plainfield
woman. He was charged with kid-
napping, criminal restraint, aggra-
vated assault and making terroristic

threats. Checchio was accused of
having abducted the victim from
Richmond Street in Plainfield and
driving her to his Scotch Plains
home, where he made her disrobe.
The police found the woman locked
the basement.

Robert O’Leary from the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office could
not release information as to whether
or not Checchio was convicted on
his 2000 charges.

According to the state Depart-
ment of Corrections website,
Checchio was sentenced in Febru-
ary of 2002 to a maximum of four
years for possession, which was
connected to his September 2000
arrest.

The website says that he was re-
leased on November 7, 2003.

Twp. Council Looks at Improving
Library and Town Hall Buildings

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

With several township buildings in
need of significant repairs, Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks said this
week that officials were “looking at a
large capital improvement bond ordi-
nance” to finance the renovations.

The mayor made his remarks at
the Township Council’s conference
meeting on Tuesday evening follow-

ing a presentation by Library Director
Meg Kolaya that detailed what is
estimated to be more than $500,000
in needed roof repairs, plumbing up-
grades and other renovations at the
38-year-old library on Bartle Avenue.

Council members have been discuss-
ing building conditions not only at the
library, but also at the municipal build-
ing on Park Avenue and the public
works building on Plainfield Avenue.

Mrs. Kolaya’s presentation this
week offered the first clear indica-
tion of the costs the township faces in
repairing some of its buildings.

Capital improvements “are long
overdue,” the mayor admitted. “It’s
time to bite the bullet.”

Mrs. Kolaya, joined by Joseph
Duff, the President of the Library’s
Board of Trustees, spoke to the coun-
cil for 45 minutes, during which she
outlined some of the improvements
and upgrades made at the library
during the past 15 months, including
upgrades in the building’s lighting
and electrical systems, additional
computers, the installation of a new
book drop, a refurbishing of the com-
munity room and the reopening of
the music room.

However, Mrs. Kolaya said certain
areas are still in need of upgrades,
saying that stairwell banisters are
not currently compliant with federal
disability regulations. She said cer-
tain plumbing features were in poor
condition and in need of replace-
ment and upgrade, adding that the
library’s existing windows were non-
tempered and not insulated.

The building’s major problem,
however, is its roof, which over the
years has deteriorated to a point where
melting snow and heavy rains cause
numerous leaks into the building’s
interior, threatening not only its book

collection but also the computers
that have been installed.

Mrs. Kolaya showed the council a
number of photographs detailing the
condition of the roof, which is basi-
cally made up of strips of sheet metal
that were laid over the original slate
roof without being adequately sealed
to prevent leaks.

She also showed photographs of
the numerous areas inside the library
where leaks are chronic and water
damage is serious. The board of trust-
ees, she said, is reluctant to move
ahead with further improvements un-
til the issue of the roof is addressed.

Mrs. Kolaya, who became Library
Director in late 2002, said the cost of
replacing the roof would be in the
$250,000 to $300,000 range while
the cost of replacing the windows
with ones that are insulated and tem-
pered would be close to $100,000.

She expressed her hope that some
of the upgrades could be financed
via grants, but Mr. Duff told the
council that, at best, only about 10
percent of the total repair costs would
be funded this way, making clear the
need for a capital ordinance.

The council is also looking at up-
grades to the roof of the 32-year-old
Municipal Building, which has also
been plagued by leaks in recent years.

During a brief discussion on Tues-
day, Township Manager Thomas
Atkins said one solution being dis-
cussed by township officials would
be to temporarily seal the roof this
year while considering more perma-
nent solutions.

Officials are consulting with archi-
tects about the roof but have not yet
released details of the potential costs.
And discussions are also expected in
the coming weeks about the condi-
tion of the Public Works building.

            Elizabeth Correll for The Times
A PLACE IN HISTORY…Mayor Colleen Mahr, left, and Dolores O’Brien, Chair-
woman of Fanwood’s Historic Preservation Commission, in front of The Urner Gibbs
House in the Fanwood Park Historic District. The house was built in 1894 by Benjamin
Urner as a wedding gift for his daughter, who married William Gibbs, a mechanical
engineer who worked with Thomas Edison on recording devices.

Fanwood District Receives Historic Designation
From State; Mayor Lauds Preservation Group

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Its official: Fanwood has a place in
history. The New Jersey Register of
Historic Places has designated a sec-
tion of the borough, known as
Fanwood Park Historic District, wor-
thy of historic status.

Procuring the status has long
been a goal for Fanwood’s His-
toric Preservation Commission.
Five years ago they hired archi-
tectural historian Nancy Zerbe,
of the consulting firm Arch² in
Metuchen, and she has been
researching the residences in
the area and compiling infor-
mation for the application to
the state.

It was decided that the area
would include 79 homes, with
58 designated as “contributing”
and 21 as “non-contributing.”
The designation was assigned
based on the year the structure
was built. The homes in the
area date from the late 19th and
early 20th centuries.

The parameters of the dis-
trict are Martine Avenue from
North Avenue to Pleasant Av-
enue, and North Avenue from
Nichols Court to Farley Avenue.

The residents whose homes
are on these streets were all
notified of the borough’s appli-
cation for historic status, and
were able to provide opinions
and feedback to the commission.

In December, the state voted unani-
mously to assign historic status to
the district. The status was awarded
officially on March 3, and letters
were mailed out to all residents in the
district in April.

The primary benefit of this status

is that that before the state, county or
municipality can proceed with any
type of work or construction that will
impact any of the properties in this
area, they must appear before the
department that oversees the Regis-
ter of Historic Places, which is the

Department of Environmental Pro-
tection.

The official wording of the letter
received by residents is that the his-
toric status “prevents the state, a
county, municipality or any of their
agencies or instrumentalities from
undertaking any project that will

encroach upon, damage or destroy
the property listed without the ap-
proval from the Commissioner of the
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection.”

Fanwood Park Historic District is
also currently being considered for

inclusion on the National Register of
Historic Places.

Mayor Colleen Mahr commended
the work of the commission in an
interview with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “In the short time
I’ve been mayor, it is apparent how
hard the historic commission works.

They deserve all our thanks and praise
for the long process of being put on
the New Jersey and then the National
Registers. The beauty of the archi-
tecture and the homes is part of the
charm of Fanwood. It is obvious the
care the homeowners have taken.
My hat is off to the Commission for
diligently pursuing this.”

Dolores O’Brien, Chairwoman of
Fanwood’s Historic Preservation

Police Closer
To Building

Comm. Tower
By ELIZABETH CORRELL

Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Police Depart-
ment is one step closer to getting
the new communications tower
that it so desperately needs. It was
decided at Tuesday’s agenda meet-
ing of the mayor and council that
only one more piece of informa-
tion is required before a final de-
cision will be made regarding the
best location for the tower.

A 120-foot lattice tower will
replace the current tower, located
on borough property, which is lean-
ing precariously. More impor-
tantly, the police department re-
quires a new tower immediately
to protect the expensive new com-
munication equipment that it re-
ceived as the result of a grant. It
has taken several months for re-
search to be done at the site to
determine the proper location for
the tower, as well as which type
and size of tower would be needed
by the borough.

Residents in the area have come
to public meetings and expressed
their concerns about the view of
the large tower from their homes
located across the street from bor-
ough hall, as well as the possibil-
ity of many unsightly sheds that
would be necessary to house the
equipment of cellular companies.

The mayor and council will dis-
cuss the number of cellular pro-
viders that the borough would be
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One week or the 
whole summer. 

For children ages 3-15 

Spots are still available 
in many of our 
traditional full day 

camps like Blue Sky 
and Sunshine, our  half 

day preschool camps 
and our Caravan and 
Teen Express travel 
camps.  Some other 
camps still available.   
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Summer Day Camp 2004 

Westfield Area Y * 220 Clark St. 
Westfield, NJ  07090 

908-233-2700 
www.westfieldynj.org 

Teen Injured
At WF School

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

...Happy!!

Make Mom...

Mom works so hard all year long, and 
everyday should be Mother’s Day, but we 
only have One Mother’s Day, so its up to 
us to make it Special.

Nothing will make a Mom smile more 
than a beautiful flowering plant...At 
Williams our Greenhouse has thousands of 
flowering plants, including all of Mom’s 
favorites. My Mom is holding one of our 
beautiful clematis, but there are many 
others to select from.

If your Mom is a professional shopper 
like mine, you should get her one of our gift 
cards. They are available in any $$$ 
amount and, then she can pick out 
everything she wants herself.

Mom works so hard all year long, and 
everyday should be Mother’s Day, but we 
only have One Mother’s Day, so its up to 
us to make it Special.

Nothing will make a Mom smile more 
than a beautiful flowering plant...At 
Williams our Greenhouse has thousands of 
flowering plants, including all of Mom’s 
favorites. My Mom is holding one of our 
beautiful clematis, but there are many 
others to select from.

If your Mom is a professional shopper 
like mine, you should get her one of our gift 
cards. They are available in any $$$ 
amount and, then she can pick out 
everything she wants herself.

Joan
“Best Mom in the World”

Williams....
OK so not everyone will

agree, but She is to me, and
I’m paying the ad bill -Dave W.

Quick Gift
Solution

Mother’s
Day Headquarters

Thousands of
Plants on Display

Mother’s Day Week Hours   5/3-5/9 
Wed-Fri 9am-7pm Sat 7am-7pm
Sun-Tue 9am-6pm

Mother’s Day Week Hours   5/3-5/9 
Wed-Fri 9am-7pm Sat 7am-7pm
Sun-Tue 9am-6pm

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- After receiv-
ing several telephone calls from
concerned parents, The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times confirmed
that on April 23, a 13-year-old
student was injured at Edison In-
termediate School in Westfield.
The rescue squad and paramedics
transported the student to Univer-
sity Hospital in Newark, the state
trauma center.

Police were still investigating
whether or not his injuries were
the result of an assault. “Whether
or not an assault took place,
we’re not 100 percent sure,” Lt.
John Parizeau said.

He said that people were still
lined up for interviews, including
the victim, and that because there
are juveniles involved, it is the
parents’ decision as to whether or
not they come forward to talk.

Lorre Korecky of the Office of
School and Community Relations
confirmed that, “an incident be-
tween students did occur on Fri-
day, April 23, at Edison School
resulting in the injury of one of
our students.”

She told The Times that, “the
injured student is being treated and
is recuperating. Edison Principal
Cheryl O’Brien credited the Edison
nursing staff and the first aid squad
in their quick and accurate response
to the injured student.”

She declined further comment,
citing the students’ right to confi-
dentiality.

(which are posted on the board
website); motion to pass the distribu-
tion of notices for meetings; adop-
tion of resolution for auditing, legal
and negotiating services; appoint-
ment of treasurer of school monies;
designation of official depositories
(local banks); approval of monthly
tax payments by municipalities; elec-
tion of a board member to serve on
the Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission’s School Board
(Mr. Nowlin); and election of a board
member to serve as a delegate on the
Representative Assembly (Mr.
O’Connor).

In other matters, the board moved
to pass a resolution opposing Senate
Bill 1298 that requires coordinated
transportation service agencies. This

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Board of Education Welcomes
Dolan, New Fanwood Member

bill basically eliminates competition
between private and public transpor-
tation companies. Currently the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict can contract private transporta-
tion companies directly, but under
the proposed senate bill the district
would have to place bids under all
the circumstances which would in-
evitably drive up costs for the district
at the benefit of the transportation
companies, as explained by Busi-
ness Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi. The board voted to oppose the
bill, which other districts are doing
as well.

The BOE will resume usual board
business at their open agenda meet-
ing on the Thursday, May 13.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Designation
Commission, told The Times that,
“the whole reason for the historic
status is to preserve the character and
the integrity of the borough. That’s
why we all decided to live here, be-
cause of what Fanwood looks like.”

Mrs. O’Brien stated that her two
favorite words were “preserve and
protect.”

Meetings of the Fanwood Historic
Preservation Commission are held on
the third Tuesday of the month at 7:15
p.m. at the Community House, lo-
cated on the North Avenue side of the
Fanwood train station, and the public
is welcome to attend.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Police Move Closer
To Building Comm. Tower

able to provide for in the future at
length. Mayor Colleen Mahr clari-
fied that they are “not entertaining
anyone specifically right now.”

Over several meetings it has been
made clear that the borough will
benefit from the fee paid by a cell
carrier. Originally it was proposed
that there be room for two carriers,
one inside the borough building, and
another outside, with its equipment
in an “aesthetically pleasing” shed.
It was decided that only one carrier
would be allowed.

After much discussion, it was de-
cided at Tuesday’s meeting that one
more soil-boring test would be done
for a possible location next to the
borough building. If this test shows
that the location is not suitable for a
tower to be built there, then the origi-
nal location for the new tower by the
detention basin will be chosen.

Parking problems continue at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
The board of education, as well as
the Township of Scotch Plains and
the Borough of Fanwood, have been
searching for answers to the limited
amount of available parking. In re-
sponse to residents’ complaints, park-
ing has been prohibited on certain
streets in the area surrounding the
school. Mayor Mahr informed coun-
cil members that as a result of this,
many students are now parking on
Watchung View Place and Tillotson
Road. Residents on those streets have
voiced complaints and concerns to
Mayor Mahr’s office, regarding stu-
dents loitering after school hours and
littering on their properties. As a
result, Mayor Mahr is supporting an
ordinance that would limit parking
during school hours on those streets.

Councilman Stuart Kline was con-
cerned that this might not be a per-
manent solution; that it might only
“perpetuate the problem” because
then parking problems would occur
on other streets.

Mayor Mahr said that all possible
permanent solutions were being re-
searched, however the concerns of
the residents, especially senior citi-
zens, who were affected by the stu-
dents on their properties, needed to
be addressed immediately.

In addition, Police Chief Donald
Domanowski emphasized a safety
issue: too many cars parked on these
streets prevents fire trucks from get-
ting down the road and also makes it
difficult for an ambulance or police
car.

Councilman Andrew Calamaras
stated that the board of education has
looked at this issue extensively, and
that one possible solution of building
a parking lot is not possible because
there is no location to do so. As
liaison to the board of education,
Councilwoman Donna Dolce said
that the parents of students have ex-
plained the need for high school stu-
dents to have cars at school to be able
to drive to after school jobs and
classes.

The ordinance will be voted on at
next Tuesday’s council meeting.

Many residents have complained
about loud trucks performing resi-
dential garbage collection as early as
4 a.m. on some streets. Council At-
torney Dennis Estes informed the
mayor and council that they have the
power to set the hours for such ser-
vice and that Westfield and Cranford
have chosen to pass ordinances that
specify hours. It was decided that a
letter would be sent to the companies
that service Fanwood, requesting a
meeting to discuss hours of collec-
tion.

Fanwood Liquor Store has re-
quested that it be allowed to begin
sale of alcohol at 12 p.m. on Sun-
days, rather than the current ordi-
nance, which prohibits the sale of
alcohol before 1 p.m. on that day.
The mayor and council will research
the issue, and determine if the busi-
ness owner is being put to a disad-
vantage due to other stores begin-
ning sale of alcohol at an earlier
time.

Private individuals will be sell-
ing Mother’s Day flowers this Sun-
day on the sidewalk in front of
Fanwood Bagels & Deli on Martine
Avenue. This has been allowed in
past years, with the council asking
the two florists in the area if they
objected to it, with one florist ob-
jecting to it and the other saying
they did not mind.

Pastel Demonstration Planned
With Parsippany Artist in FW

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Associa-
tion will present a pastel demonstra-
tion by Dannielle Mick following
their 7:30 p.m. business meeting at
the Fanwood Community House,
North Avenue in Fanwood on
Wednesday, May 19.

The artist, who has studied in Cali-
fornia and New York, has exhibited at
galleries throughout New Jersey, New
York, the National Audubon Society,
the Salmagundi Club and the
Catherine Lorillard Wolfe Art Club.

Ms. Mick, who has amassed a list
of awards, honors and memberships,
has been published in The New York
Times, New Jersey Countryside, Pas-
tel Journal and other periodicals. She
teaches at her studio, the Somerset
Art Association in Bedminster and

the New Jersey School of Visual Arts
in Summit.

Working in all mediums, Ms. Mick
is inspired by the natural world of
sea, sky and landscapes, often start-
ing with a plein air sketch and finish-
ing in the studio.

She cites simplicity and balance as
priorities in all of her work, adding
that, “learning to see with depth and
sensitivity, and to appreciate the
subtleties of color, light and change,”
has had a profound impact on her
work.

The public is invited to join asso-
ciation members at the meeting and
demonstration. Presided over by Ruth
Gunther, this will be the association’s
last meeting of the season.

For more information, please call
Thomas Yeager at (908) 322-5438.

the township, its officials and innocent
individuals.”

Mr. Hansen told The Times that “at
all times, the township and its officials
acted pursuant to all civil rights re-
quirements, discrimination law, police
procedures and followed due process
required under state and federal consti-
tutions, which Cassidy now wrong-
fully alleges were violated.”

Referring to Ms. Gramigna, Mr. Sav-
age and Mr. Czech, he said that “the
mere fact that outside experts, investi-
gators, prosecutors and hearings offic-
ers who were independent attests to the
lengths the township went to protect the
interests of not only Mr. Cassidy, but the
citizens of the township.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lawsuit

              Brooks Crandall The Times
A WATCHFUL EYE…Scotch Plains police lend a watchful eye as children from the Magnet School in Scotch Plains enjoy
a fun run on Saturday.

Parking Continues to Dominate
Westfield Town Council Meeting

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Tuesday night’s
public portion of the Westfield Town
Council was once again dominated by
discussion of parking. Residents both
for and against the construction of park-
ing garages on South Avenue and Pros-
pect and Elm Streets addressed the
mayor and council.

An ordinance to enforce and charge
for overnight parking, as well as the
sale of daily permits in the South Av-
enue parking lot was pulled off the
agenda earlier in the week. According
to Town Administrator James Gildea
council members had some concerns
and wanted to work on it more.

Downtown resident Beverly
McGrath said that a fee for overnight
parking would be unfair. She said that
lots of people are not looking for park-
ing downtown at 2 a.m. She also feels
it would be unfair that she would have
to move her car at night and again in the
morning.

Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt said that residents should
be charged for using an asset that be-
longs to the town.

Cynthia Foulke said that when she
lived in downtown Cranford she paid
$5 for a permit that allowed her to park
in the municipal lots overnight.

“When you have a mall, you need
parking,” said William Shepherd. He
said that the lack of parking is a serious
problem and encouraged the council to
do something to solve it.

Robert Tart said that, “if garages go
up, I’ll stop shopping here.” He said
that when he worked at John Frank’s,
where the Gap is now located, the
owners made their employees park on
Orchard Street.

Robert Nehring spoke on behalf of

WE CARE (Westfielders Concerned
About Responsible Development) stat-
ing that the group has collected over
1,200 signatures on a petition against
the redevelopment plans.

Warren Rorden said that a “viable
downtown benefits all residents.” He
said that the opposition to the parking
garages is a “small vocal minority.”

Jim Baker said that employees cur-
rently holding permits should all be
parking in lot 9, on North Avenue, and
that the Elm Street lot should be used
for shoppers.

James Abate said, “The residents do
not want these parking structures.” He
added that people feel the wait list is
being manipulated and he has yet to
hear a commuter at the meetings re-
questing more parking.

Mr. Abate said that, while he doesn’t
fault the business owners for wanting
to increase parking, some of them are
not residents and will not pay the taxes.

Councilman Betancourt said, “All
of us should share the additional bur-
den parking creates.”

“You do not know better than the
people, you are representatives of the
people,” Warren Victor said.

Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Allison
O’Hara said that discounting the opin-
ions of storeowners and threatening
them concerns her. She said that the
business owners volunteer in the com-
munity and help make the downtown
beautiful.

Bob Haggerty said he would like to
see a smaller scale project proposed,

with a non-binding referendum on the
final plan.

Antoinette Monaco-Betman said,
“We need to define what it is the people
of Westfield are looking for.” She added
that she is not happy with the way
Westfield is continuing to evolve.

Several residents also said that they
would like to see it be mandatory that
downtown employees park on South
Avenue on Saturdays so that more
spaces would be freed up for shoppers.

“I care about the town,” Mayor Gre-
gory McDermott told The Westfield
Leader. He said that he wants to see
development on South Avenue, which
would increase property values in the
area, and expand the downtown. He
would like to see retail that would
compliment the South Avenue busi-
nesses, fewer residential units and a
structure under 40 feet tall.

He stated that the council is “not
going to raise taxes” to fund the project.
If tax support is needed, the plans that
exist now will have to be thrown out
and started over. The mayor said that if
tax support is needed to build parking
structures the issue would have to be
addressed differently.

On Wednesday evening, the council
met with developer Robert Powell in a
closed session meeting.

According to Mayor McDermott, the
council met with Redevelopment At-
torney Robert Goldsmith two weeks
ago so that the council could discuss
what they want to see in the two projects.
The council will now try to communi-
cate their desires to Mr. Powell.


