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AUTHOR VISIT…New Jersey author, Margie Palatini, entertained Wilson
Elementary School’s kindergarten through grade five pupils during her “Author’s
Day” visit. Pictured, above, Mrs. Palatini signs copies of her books for the pupils,
as Wilson Librarian Diane Smith and kindergarten and first graders from the
classes look on. Mrs. Palatini explained that the inspiration for her many stories
come from her family and life experiences. The children learned that the story
“Bedhead” was inspired by Mrs. Palatini’s son, Jamie, who has unruly hair and
“frequent bad hair days” — just like the character Oliver in “Bedhead.”

Brunner Students Learn
Importance of Arbor Day

THANK YOU…Jason Acevedo, a Pre-K student at Brunner Elementary School
in Scotch Plains, gives a “thank you” hug to a tree on the school lawn.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Children in
the Pre-K classes at Brunner Elemen-
tary School in Scotch Plains recently
engaged in learning activities that
focused on the beauty and impor-
tance of trees.

Songs and stories stimulated dis-
cussions about the many products
that come from trees. The children
discovered that many of the things
they use everyday in their classroom
come from trees.

One school day, students munched
on tree snacks from plates, and they

enjoyed olives, apples, oranges, ba-
nanas, dates, figs, coconut, maple
syrup and chocolate.

Later, on Arbor Day, the students
gave thanks to the trees by hugging
them.

WF Public Schools Participates
In Project Child Find Program
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Public School District recognizes
the importance of providing ser-
vices to children with
special needs through its Project
Child Find efforts.

Project Child Find is a service
established by the New Jersey De-
partment of Education through the
Individuals with Disability Educa-
tion Act (I.D.E.A.) funds from the
U.S. Department of Education.

According to Dr. Ted Kozlik, As-
sistant Superintendent for Pupil Ser-
vices, “We provide evaluation ser-
vices for resident children three to 21
years of age who appear to have
problems in communication, motor,
social-emotional, or learning areas.
Children found to be eligible for
special education and related ser-
vices are entitled to free and appro-
priate special education program-
ming and related services.”

Information is provided to par-
ents of children from birth through
three years of age regarding early
intervention services. Parents of
children from birth through three
years of age who suspect potential
disabilities or have children with
special needs may also call Project
Child Find at (800) 322-8174, seven
days a week, 24 hours per day. All
calls are confidential.

Individuals who know children ages
three to 21 years of age who appear to
have one or more of the following

signs, please ask their parent to call
Dr. Kozlik at 908-789-4442, via e-
mail at tkozlik@westfieldnj.com or
write to 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
07090.

• Significant delays in acquiring
language or significant speech prob-
lems;

• Significant difficulty walking,
running, or manipulating small ob-
jects;

• Frequent health problems or birth
handicaps;

• Consistent trouble seeing or hear-
ing;

• Tendency toward temper tan-
trums or excessive anxiety or shy-
ness;

• Significant difficulty playing ap-
propriately with other children; and /or

• Significant problems paying at-
tention and listening.

All information about such re-
quests will be kept confidential.

Local Residents Team Up
In Pingry Scientific Model

BERNARDS TOWNSHIP —
Pingry biology teacher Tommie
Hata has successfully led a group
of local residents to become one
of the latest Students Modeling a
Research Topic (SMART) Teams.

Members include Cait l in
Jennings and Kelly Peeler, both of
Westfield. Rachel Van Wert of
Scotch Plains.

As team members, the sopho-
more students worked in a research
science environment and used cut-
t ing-edge technology (rapid
prototyping technology) to design
and build physical models of pro-
teins and molecular structures. The
students gained a graduate level of
comprehension while working
with Dr. Tim Herman, director of
the Center for Biomolecular Mod-
eling, and Dr. Richard Ebright

from the Waksman Institute at
Rutgers University.

The pupils also spent April 1 to
4 in Atlanta attending workshops
and seminars at the National Sci-
ence Teacher’s  Associat ion
(NSTA) convention, where their
models were displayed to a scien-
tific audience.

The culmination of the team’s
work occurred on April 21, when
parents, administration, and fac-
ulty members watched the SMART
Team enthusiastically present a
molecule to Dr. Ebright at Pingry’s
Upper School campus.

Selected by Mr. Hata from the
previous year’s honors biology
classes, the SMART Team began
their project in September of 2003
and worked together during their
free time and free periods.

Baumwoll  Will Attend
Leadership Conference

SCOTCH PLAINS – Michael
Baumwoll, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Baumwoll of Scotch Plains,
has been selected to attend the Na-
tional Student Leadership Confer-
ence (NSLC), a leadership develop-
ment program for outstanding high
school students.

While attending, Michael will have
the opportunity to study, experience
and develop the skills and traits that
define and identify a leader. He will
join approximately 8,000 gifted high
school students from across the U.S.
and from 45 countries at the NSLC.

During the conference, Michael
will attend special workshops and
classes where he will study the dis-
tinctions of leadership. He will lis-
ten to guest speakers, who will offer
their advice and experience regard-
ing leadership qualities.

Michael is a member of the Class
of 2005 at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

Nat’l Merit Scholarships
Awarded to Area Pupils

AREA – The National Merit Schol-
arship Corporation has posted the
names of area high school seniors
who earned $2,500 National Merit
Scholarships for 2004.

Westfield resident Meghana
Limaye, a Westfield High School
senior, was among the scholarship
recipients. She has not chosen a prob-
able career field.

Eric Whitman of Westfield, a stu-
dent at the Union County Magnet
High School in Scotch Plains, was
also awarded a grant. He has se-
lected engineering as his probable
career field.

Vani Kilakkathi, a resident of
Scotch Plains, was also named a
grant recipient.  A  student at the
Union County Magnet High School,
Vani has selected medicine as a ca-
reer path.

Scholarships were also awarded to
Berkeley Heights residents
Alexandra Denby and Bryan Gartner,
both students at Governor Livingston
High School. Alexandra plans to pur-
sue a career in the biology field,
while Bryan has selected financial
engineering.

SPANISH ADVENTURE…Franklin Elementary School students from Diane
Eisen’s class savored their newly-acquired Spanish language skills when they
applied them during a trip to the Spanish Tavern in Mountainside. Pictured, left
to right, are: John, Charlie, Matthew, Bong Soo, Elizabeth and Anna Liah.

Franklin Students Savor
Taste of Spanish Culture

WESTFIELD – The students from
Diane Eisen’s class at Franklin El-
ementary School in Westfield were
given the opportunity to test their
newly-acquired Spanish-speaking
skills during their April 22 visit to
the Spanish Tavern in
Mountainside.

Mrs. Eisen, Spanish teacher Senor
Vasquez, and the Supervisor of the
World Languages program, Bob
Roth, escorted the students. The pro-
gram was introduced to all third grade

classes this year.
The students were able to apply

their skills in the “real world,” as
they greeted restaurant staff mem-
bers, placed their menu orders in
Spanish, and experienced the flavor
of Spanish cooking, as well as the
Spanish dining experience.

The food consisted of several dif-
ferent side orders of Spanish food
from the traditional menu, as well as
the more familiar children’s offer-
ings of chicken fingers and pasta.

Collegiate Scholars
Welcomes DeMaio

SCOTCH PLAINS – Allison
DeMaio of Scotch Plains has accepted
membership in the National Society
of Collegiate Scholars. She will be
inducted into the society during a
campus ceremony this fall at Villanova
University.  Allison is a 2002 graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. She is currently in her sopho-
more year at Villanova.


