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O’Connor and Wicks
Named to Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Bates College in

Lewiston, Me. has revealed that
Westfield residents Denise O’Connor
and Valerie Wicks have been named to
the Dean’s List for the fall 2003 se-
mester.

A junior psychology major, Denise
is a 2001 graduate of Westfield High
School She is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. William O’Connor of Westfield.

Valerie, a senior anthropology ma-
jor and member of the field hockey
team, studied in Ghana during the
winter 2003 term. She was named a
2001 Dana Scholar for her excellence
in academics and leadership.

A 2000 graduate of Westfield High
School, Valerie is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Bruce Wicks of Westfield.

SWORN IN…Westfield Board of Education Attorney Richard Kaplow swore in
newly reelected board members Julia Walker, Richard Solomon, and Ginny
Leiz for their three-year terms in office. The ceremony was conducted during
the April 27 meeting of the school board.

Holy Trinity Interparochial
Held Informational Night

WESTFIELD — On April 26, Holy
Trinity Interparochial School held
its inaugural “State of the School”
evening for parents.

The informational night was hosted
by the School Advisory Board and
was well attended by parents with
children in both the Westfield and
Mountainside campuses.

Many topics were covered and the
14-member board addressed the par-
ents on a number of issues of interest.

Father John McCrone, Pastor of
Our Lady of Lourdes Church in
Mountainside, offered an opening
reflection while Monsignor William
Harms of St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield discussed the
Archdiocesan Strategic Plan for
Schools and how this applies to
schools at the local level.

Monsignor Joseph Masiello of The
Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity
in Westfield thanked parents for their
participation in the evening.

“We are a family, a family in
progress, progressing towards radi-
ating ever more to one another and to
our children the love of our God,” he
said.

Board member John Skinner of
Mountainside moderated the pro-
gram. Fellow Mountainside resident
and Board President Paul Zavodny
and Joe Leegan of Westfield assisted
Mr. Skinner.

Karen Schmicker of Scotch Plains
explained the school finances to par-
ents; board member John Doyle of
Westfield also contributed to the fi-
nancial analysis.

Trish Fitzpatrick of Westfield
spoke to parents about issues regard-
ing development, while Westfielder
Skip Williams addressed the most

recent technology plans that he for-
mulated with Frank Campion of
Fanwood. Patricia Gagliardi of
Mountainside also participated in the
program.

Holy Trinity Interparochial School,
accredited by the Middle States Edu-
cation Association, has doubled its
enrollment over the last 10 years and
expanded to a second campus.

The School Advisory Board, as
part of its commitment to institu-
tional assessment, recently con-
ducted a survey of parents, students,
and faculty to determine the level of
satisfaction with the school. The
board also plans to embark on a
phase of strategic planning over the
next year.

For more information about Holy
Trinity Interparochial School or the
advisory board, please call (908) 233-
0484.

Erratum
The Third Marking Period

Honor Roll at Park Middle School
in Scotch Plains was submitted
with the incorrect distinction for
seventh grader Kristin Berger.
She was named to the Distin-
guished Honor Roll, not the Regu-
lar Honor Roll.

 

Terri Spencer
Kindergarten Teacher,

Brunner Elementary School, Scotch Plains

WHS TV-36 to Air
Admissions Program
WESTFIELD — Westfield High

School (WHS) TV-36 will broadcast
“College Planning Evening for Juniors,”
featuring guest speaker Donald
Dickason, an experienced former col-
lege admissions officer and president of
the National Association of College
Admission Counseling, who gives ad-
vice on early planning to simplify the
college admissions process.

For 33 years, Mr. Dickason held vari-
ous positions in the admissions offices at
some of the country’s most prestigious
colleges, including Dean of Admissions
and Financial Aid at Cornell University,
Director of Admissions at Pennsylvania
State University, and Vice President for
Enrollment Management at Drexel Uni-
versity.

“College Planning Evening for Jun-
iors” was held at WHS in April for
juniors and their parents. It is an annual
event arranged by the Guidance De-
partment. This year, it was taped and
will be televised on TV-36 on Tuesdays
at 11:20 a.m. and 7:20 p.m.; Thursdays
at 2:20 p.m. and 10:20 p.m.; Saturdays
at 10:20 a.m. and 7:20 p.m.; and Sun-
days at 4:20 p.m. through May 16.

Preceding this program at the top of
the hour will be “Good Morning
Westfield,” a new live television show
broadcast from Westfield High School.
This show, which highlights topics of
interest at the school, is directed, pro-
duced and hosted by students in the
TV2 class.

By MICHELLE HELEN  Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 36
Hometown: Born in Plainfield,

Mrs. Spencer moved many times as
a child and was raised primarily in
California.

“I considered Scotch Plains as my
“home base” since I
came here to visit
my grandparents
and cousins once or
twice a year,” she
told The Westfield
Leader and The
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “I
moved to Scotch
Plains seven years
ago and am so
thankful to work
and live in the
hometown of my
childhood dreams.”

Education: At
California State
University at Sacramento (CSUS),
she earned a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Social Science, with a concentra-
tion in Sociology and minors in An-
thropology and Psychology.

“I received a New Jersey Teaching
Certification from Kean University,
and I am continuing to pursue my
master’s in reading from Walden
University this fall,” reported Mrs.
Spencer.

She has been teaching kindergar-
ten for three years, however she also
taught fourth grade at Evergreen El-
ementary School in Scotch Plains.

Previous Experience: After she
graduated CSUS in 1990, she began
working for an insurance company.

“Upon having my first child I be-
came a homemaker and continued
with child-centric volunteer work,”
said Mrs. Spencer. “I ran a local
church nursery and organized a
‘Moms and Tots’ playgroup for the
socialization of the mothers of young
children.”

“I knew when I returned to the
workforce that my passion was work-
ing with children, so I elected to
teach,” she said.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When: “I appreciate each student as
a unique person with his or her own
learning style, and I strive to connect
with each on an individual basis,”
she said.

“Seeing the light in a student’s
eyes or that ‘ah-ha’ moment is a great
reward in teaching! I have enjoyed
letters, e-mails, phone calls, visits
and award nominations from former

Terri Spencer

students,” added Mrs. Spencer.
What I Love About the School

District: “I feel so fortunate to work
with hardworking team players that
share ideas and pull for each other
both professionally and personally
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood dis-
trict,” she responded. “I admire how

the district and the
parents unite and
work hard for the
betterment of the
children. Living in
the district, I feel
especially lucky to
watch former stu-
dents grow up be-
fore my eyes!”

Favorite Topic
to Teach: Mrs.
Spencer told The
Leader/Times that
she prefers teach-
ing reading/lan-
guage arts because
“reading and writ-

ing are fundamental to learning.”
“The children are so proud of these

new skills,” she explained. “Witness-
ing their discovery and realizing this
portion of their potential is very re-
warding. In my opinion, helping to
pass along the love of reading is crucial
because it is a gift that lasts forever.”

The Future of Education in
America: Mrs. Spencer noted, “I
believe that the education system
here continues to improve. It is very
important that our country makes a
strong commitment to our future,
and I hope that the role of education
in preparing our country to compete
in the global economy is apparent.”

“I think issues related to education
that are being addressed in the up-
coming Presidential election are criti-
cal,” she said.

My Goal As An Educator: Going
forward, Mrs. Spencer seeks to “in-
still a love of learning in all students
that will carry out into their adult
lives.”

“We are never done learning, grow-
ing and discovering. My goal is to
make learning fun and exciting so
that each child will embrace the learn-
ing process,” she said.

Home Life: “I am married to a saint
and have two wonderful children who
attend McGinn Elementary School,”
she shared. “We also have one dog
and two cats. Soon, my father will
move in and wonder what hit him.”

“I get my strength and courage
from my family and extended family
in the area,” she said. “Family is
what Scotch Plains is all about.”
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Area Pingry Honor Roll
Students Announced
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP – Head-

master John Neiswender of The Pingry
School in Bernards Township has an-
nounced the names of students who
were recently appointed to the Middle
School’s third quarter Honor Roll.

The roster recognizes those stu-
dents who have achieved a “B+”
average or better with no individual
grade lower than a “B-”.

Westfielders Brendan Burgdorf,
William Weldon, Elizabeth Lynch,
Gordon Peeler, and Adrienne Speigel
were all named to the list.

In addition, Erik Moss of
Mountainside joined Berkeley
Heights resident John Soo Hoo in
being honored.

PICNIC FUNDRAISER…Scotch Plains resident Barbara Leighton worked
hard to prepare Delbarton School’s annual spring fundraiser, “Picnic on the
Green,” as she was joined by the Delbarton Mothers’ Guild Moderator, the
Reverend Richard Cronin. The fundraiser was held on March 27 at the
Sheraton in Parsippany. Co-chairpersons Alicia Flath of Long Valley and
Miriam Stenger of Morristown led the fundraiser committee. Silent and live
auctions were held, while guests enjoyed dinner and dancing. The fundraiser
will benefit technology enhancement at Delbarton.

 


