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Illinois Pastor to Discuss
‘Da Vinci Code’ at IHM

COMMUNITY SPIRIT…During a special presentation April 12 in Lea Hall of
the All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains, the Fanwood Senior Citizens
Club received a check representing a $500 donation from Independence Com-
munity Bank in Fanwood. The funds are earmarked for the club’s planned
kitchen facilities at the Forest Road Park building. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr; Art Badala, Past President of the Fanwood
Senior Citizens; bank representatives Rosangela Martinho, Regional First Vice
President, and Charles Mancuso, First Vice President, and Helen Boguszewski,
President of the Fanwood Senior Citizens. The club currently meets on the
second and fourth Mondays of each month, September through June, at 11 a.m.
at All Saints’ Church.

Quilt Show to Take Place
At FUMC in Westfield

Ministry Session to Consider
Evidence of Life on Mars

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Friday,
May 21, the Holy Name Society of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch Plains
will sponsor a discussion entitled
“Decoding the Da Vinci Code” at
7:30 p.m. at the church.

The Reverend Britto Berchmans
of the Archdiocese of Chicago will
be the guest speaker for the event. A
former teacher of mass communica-
tion at the Salesian Pontifical Uni-
versity in Rome, he now serves as
Associate Pastor of St. Anne’s Ro-
man Catholic Church in Barrington,
Ill.

Reverend Berchmans will explore
various issues raised by Dan Brown’s
best-selling thriller “The Da Vinci
Code,” such as whether the church
concealed crucial details about the
life of Jesus Christ, as well as the
divinity of Christ, and His relation-
ship with Mary Magdalene.

Tickets are $5 each and are avail-
able after all weekend masses. They
may also be obtained at the door on
the day of the program.

The Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church is located at 1571 South
Martine Avenue. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 889-2100.

WESTFIELD — A Quilt Show
will be held on Saturday, May 15,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church of
Westfield, located at One East Broad
Street.

Sponsored by the United Method-
ist Women of the church, the event is
expected to feature more than 100
handcrafted quilts in a variety of

traditional and contemporary styles.
Attendees will be provided with a

booklet telling the story of each of
the quilts, some of which are family
heirlooms.

Arts and crafts made by members
of the church will also be on display.
The New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts Concert Band, sponsored by
Kids Hope USA, will provide live
music during the event.

Guests will also be invited to visit
the church’s Tea Room between noon
and 2 p.m., where a light lunch and
desserts will be available for a nomi-
nal charge.

There is a suggested $5 admission
donation for adults and $2.50 for
children. Advance tickets may be
obtained from the church office or at
Lancaster Ltd., 76 Elm Street, or The
Attic, located at 415 Westfield Av-
enue.

All proceeds from the event will
be directed towards various mission
programs supported by the United
Methodist Women. For more infor-
mation, please call the church office
at (908) 233-4211.

WESTFIELD – Members of the
public are invited to a discussion re-
garding the possibility of life on Mars
and elsewhere in the universe on Tues-
day, May 25, at 7:30 p.m. at the First
Congregational Church of Westfield,
located at 125 Elmer Street.

A project of the Wisdom’s Light
ministry of the First Congregational
Church of Closter, the session will be
facilitated by the Reverend John A.
Mills, Pastor of that church.

After a review of scientific evi-
dence and efforts concerning life on
other worlds, participants will have
an opportunity to reflect on the theory
of biological determinism and on
Whiteheadean Process Theology to
explore how the divine interacts with
the universe.

They will then have the opportu-
nity to address such faith issues as
ecological stewardship of Mars,
whether Christ came only for hu-
mans, and whether some alien super
intelligence could save the Earth.

Individuals of any faith, as well as
those who do not practice a faith, are
invited to attend. Participants will be
encouraged to raise issues and ques-
tions. For more information, please
call the First Congregational Church
at (908) 233-2494.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Gather on May 10
WESTFIELD – The regular meet-

ing of the Senior Social Club of Holy
Trinity will be held on Monday, May
10, at 1:30 p.m. in the gymnasium of
the interparochial school on First
Street in Westfield.

Guest speaker Alex Binder will
discuss “Visiting Physicians,” an or-
ganization set up to provide medical
care in a patient’s home.

There will also be an opportunity
to sign up for the luncheon that will
take place at the group’s final meet-
ing of the season on Monday, June
14.

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Tel: 908-654-5200  •  Fax: 908-789-0451
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Chelsea Senior Living, LLC,
a name you know and

trust, is pleased to
introduce senior
independent
living, set within
the friendly

community of
Fanwood.

“...Carefree living with as much or
as little as you want to do.”

Amenities & Services:
i rental apartments, studios, one-bedroom, 

two-bedroom apartments
i fully equipped kitchens
i daily continental breakfast
i walking distance to shopping
i emergency response system… and more

St. John’s Baptist Sets
95th Year Observance
SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s

Baptist Church in Scotch Plains will
mark its 95th anniversary during the
10 a.m. service on Sunday, May 16.
The public is invited to attend.

The Reverend Jerry Carter of the
Calvary Baptist Church in Morristown
will be the guest speaker.

Under its present leadership of the
Reverend Kelmo C. Porter, the church
continues to serve residents of the town-
ship and surrounding communities. St.
John’s Baptist Church is located at 2387
Morse Avenue. For more information,
please call (908) 232-6972.

Do You Have a Mission Statement
That Defines You and Your Goals?

By REVEREND JANE ROCKMAN

I have to confess, I was among
the 27 million people who recently
watched the grand finale of “The
Apprentice.” I was among those
trying to figure out who would be
the last person in the “board room”
when Donald Trump stopped firing
people and finally hired someone.

This was the culmination of a
three-month obstacle course by
which 16 men and women with
vastly different backgrounds and
personalities competed for the
chance to have a very large door
open for them through landing a
job with the Trump organization.

Actually, I watched many of the
earlier episodes as well, and I was
not alone. “The Apprentice” was a
ratings sensation. Putting aside the
show’s soap opera aspects, the
business world is inherently inter-
esting, especially the activities of
a major tycoon. Then, too, I think
people were grateful for a more
lighthearted look at big business,
given the demoralizing scandals
that have wracked the corporate
world in recent years.

Although the show did not cam-
paign for corporate ethics and good
business practices, at least it did
not promote an “ends justify the
means” mentality either. Too bad,
though, that the candidates were
not asked to write mission state-
ments suggesting the kind of cor-
porate leaders they might be.

Mission Statements have taken
over the secular and religious
worlds alike. These days, from the
Fortune 500 to religious organiza-
tions of all sizes, everyone under-
stands how important it is to spell
out where they are going and how
they plan to get there. And that’s
what a mission statement does. A
good one describes more than just
ultimate objectives. It tells you
who you are, and as a result, it
helps you map out a pathway, with
appropriate behavior patterns, that
will lead you to your goals and
objectives.

My parish first developed a mis-
sion statement several years ago.
It came about after long hours of
brainstorming as we tried to put
into words – and not too many
words at that – what we see as the
parish’s goals, and how we believe
we should go about fulfilling them.

We used words like welcome,
nurture and nourish, and we talked
about gathering and sharing. And
somehow, the whole collection of
thoughts and ideas evolved into a
statement we all felt good about.
The Mission Statement is framed
and hangs on the wall as a constant
reminder of who we are – a Chris-
tian community trying to live as
people of God – and it helps to
reread it often.

Besides mission statements,
have you noticed that everyone is
talking about transparency? Trans-
parent seems to be the new “in”
word in all kinds of organizations,
and it is surely a worthy goal. The
activities and operations of reli-
gious groups, as well as big corpo-
rations, are supposed to be trans-
parent – visible and definable, with
paper trails and decision-making
paths that are easy to identify, and
can withstand close scrutiny.

In significant ways, we are all
talking the same language, and
that has to be a hopeful sign. People
of good will can always learn from
one another, and we can all do
with an extra measure of grace.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Rockman serves as Rec-

tor of the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, located at 559 Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains.

Chef Nabil Set to Visit
Scotch Plains Library
SCOTCH PLAINS — On

Wednesday, May 12, at 6 p.m., the
Scotch Plains Public Library will
present Chef Nabil Ayoub, the
owner and chef of Salt and Pepper
Fine Cuisine and Catering in
Scotch Plains.

Chef Nabil will demonstrate how
to prepare authentic Middle East-
ern dishes. Participants will be
able to sample the cuisine.

Admission is free and no pre-
registration is required. The Scotch
Plains Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue. For further infor-
mation and directions, please call
(908) 322-5007.

     xtraordinary personal service, sound fashion advice and quality  merchandise, make

keeping in style fun and easy at Jude.  Cranford resident and owner, Jude Zimmerman, uses

her 20 years of fashion industry experience to hand pick selections of clothing and accesso-

ries from such designers as Eileen Fisher, Lily Pulitzer, Sigrid Olsen, Karen Kane, J’Envie.

Jude enjoys working  with women who enjoy the collaborative process of selecting the right

clothes to complement their skin tone and body type.  Discover fashion, function and

femininity in a friendly atmosphere that features each season’s most appealing styles and

colors.  Featuring Lily Pulitzer, mother & daughter.

 “New Initial Bracelets and Necklaces” on grograine ribbons.  Great for Mother's Day!

E

11 North Union Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

908-276-5900
Monday thru Saturday: 10 am - 5 pm

Thursday Evening till 8 pm

Clothing &
Accessories

PRESIDENTIAL PE N
Unique & exceptional gifts

for the woman 
who deserves nothing less...

Celebrate MMother’s DDay 
on MMay 99th!

112 Central Avenue, Westfield
Call 908-317-9600
www.presidentialpen.com
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5:30; Thurs ‘til 8

“Al l  

that II  aam 

or eever 

hope tto bbe,

I  oowe tto 

my aangel

Mother.”

Abraham 
Lincoln

Introducing tthe
Sensa SSpring
Collection   

The most comfortable

pen ever created! Sensa’s

cushioned plasmium grip

molds to your fingers for

writing that’s nearly

effortless.  Available in

your choice of fountain

pen, ballpoint, rollerball

and pencil. 

Offering FFine PProducts FFrom:
Jack Georges • Mont Blanc • Cross 

Parker • Bosca • S.T. Dupont
Pelikan • Visconti • Aurora


