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Mayor Should Have
The Courage to Put

Deck Decision to Vote
I believe our mayor and council ought

to consider a brave decision made re-
cently by Prime Minister Tony Blair of
Britain. Faced with clear signs that a
large part of his public opposed his de-
termination to bring Britain more deeply
into the European Union, he finally prom-
ised a referendum on this matter. He
now will have to persuade voters that his
vision is the right one for Britain.

Parking decks may seem less weighty
matters than a European constitution,
but the ones proposed in Westfield would
have a fundamental effect on the quality
of life here. We do not expect direct
democracy on every little issue. This
one, however, is clearly important and
controversial enough to warrant a full
airing in public. Judging by the irritation
he showed at the latest council meeting,
the mayor is weary of hearing com-
plaints about the decks. He should re-
member he was elected to serve us, not
to dictate to us, and that means listening.
If he wants to put this matter to rest, he
should show the political courage to
place it before the voters.

Lorraine Li Hagerty
Westfield

Tell the Truth About
Parking Decks, Says

Property Owner
Facts, and objectively evaluated facts,

are essential. When matters are subjec-
tively determined, or can be objectively
evaluated in different ways, identify them
as such. When you “just don’t like some-
thing or want to do something, even if
that contradicts the facts,” have the cour-
age to identify that matter as such and
say that’s your position.

Concerning the issue of parking and
the various alternatives, far too often
nouns, adverbs and adjectives such as:
lying, false, misleading, deceitful, decep-
tive, bias, prejudice, distortion, pre-judg-
ment and the like seem to be reflective of
the statements. If only they were under
oath, perjury could be added to the list.

J.T. Harrington
Madison

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Anatreptic – Refuting; defeating
2. Bezan – A cotton cloth from Bengal
3. Chiragra – Gout in the hand
4. Stirgine – Pertaining to an owl

BETTONG
1. A nocturnal Australian marsupial.

Kangaroo rat
2. A structure that projects over the

side of a ship or boat
3. An outside staircase
4. The striking part of a flail

RHIGOSIS
1. The sensation of cold
2. A nose cold
3. A disease of the gums characterized

by bleeding or hemorraging
4. Soreness in the eyes

TERGUM
1. A wartlike lump or node
2. The back of an animal
3. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs in the shape of a
ball

4. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
TERTULIA

1. A small human forest denizen; an
elf

2. A street vender; a seller of fruits and
vegetables

3. A buoy attached to the end of a
harpoon line

4. A social gathering

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

A “Lover” Writes: Do you be-
lieve in love at first sight? I met
“Sean” (disguised name) at a dance
and knew immediately that we could
hit it off and make a happy couple.
We’ve known each other for two
months now, and I know he’s the
right man for me. Some of my friends
think I’m crazy to rush into a rela-
tionship too quickly. I don’t feel it. I
know we’ll overcome obstacles if
they arise. So I repeat, do you believe
in love at first sight?

Answer: Have you ever heard of a
show (and movie) called South Pa-
cific? One of the main songs is “Some
Enchanted Evening” and the words
include, “Some enchanted evening,
you may see a stranger, you may see a
stranger across a crowded room,” etc.

The song continues that you know,
even then, that this is your true love.
Yes, I do believe that individuals can
be attracted to someone and, at the
very beginning, have strong feelings
of passion (physical and/or emo-
tional), caring, and excitement to-
wards that other person. And, if ap-
propriate, I would encourage him/
her to speak to that individual.

It is in the interaction between two
people, the sharing of ideas, experi-
ences, emotions, priorities, etc., that
we build the framework of a true
loving relationship. It is a process.
And as you indicate, sharing the
relationship enables you to clarify if
there are obstacles and, if so, decide
how to resolve them.

Take your time, use your heart and
your head as you continue this very
special relationship. And if it works
out well, you have experienced love
at first, and last, sight!

A Reader Writes: I can’t stand
listening to today’s popular music,
which consists of hip-hop and rap
songs. Whatever happened to good
melodies and songs that speak of
love and caring relationships? I used
to hear songs that brought back
memories of the past, and gave me a
good feeling about various incidents
in my life. You talk about one such
song in some of your speeches. Could
you please publish the name, and
don’t tell me it’s an Eminem or
Britney Spears song!

Answer: Of all the current music,
I recommend “Dance with my Fa-
ther” by Luther Vandross, which re-
cently won the Best Song of the Year
Award at the Grammy Awards. Mr.
Vandross (recovering from a stroke)
sings about the warm relationships
he had with his parents when he was
growing up, and one of the warmest
memories was that of seeing his par-
ents lovingly dance together. A beau-
tiful expression of a happy family
life. It is a song of loss and yearning.
Listen to it.

Love at First Sight Can Be Lasting
If Built Upon a Solid Framework

I also recommend several new CDs
that consist of old standards brought
back by current popular singers:
Harry Connick, Jr.’s “Only You” and
Rod Stewart’s “The Great American
Songbook Vol. I and Vol. II.” Enjoy
and reminisce.

A Betrayed Wife Writes: How do
you forgive an unfaithful spouse?
“Glen” (disguised name) and I have
been married for four years, and I
found out recently that he has been
having an affair with someone at
work. This is not the first time this
has occurred; I’ve been aware of
another (brief) situation in the past,
and, I guess, I overlooked it or wanted
to believe Glen when he said he
would never do it again.

Marriage counseling had little
value, since we stopped prematurely.
My friends want me to rush into a
divorce. I’m confused, and I’m not
sure how to clarify my feelings. I
think I want to forgive him, but I’m
not sure.

Answer: Since you are “confused,”
I urge you to seek professional help.
First, see a therapist, and then, if
your therapist recommends it, have
joint marriage counseling.

Some individuals want to stay to-
gether for unhealthy reasons: 1) I’m
afraid to be alone; I avoid this by
remaining married.” 2) “If we sepa-
rate, it will be a sign that I’m inad-
equate and a failure.” Not true. It
could mean that you and your spouse
are having unresolvable issues. 3)
“It’s a tough world out there. I’ll
never be able to meet someone.” It is
difficult to return to the single world,
but there are support systems and
friends who can be very helpful. 4)
“We will psychologically damage
our children forever.”

Divorce, almost always, is one of
the most traumatic events for any
child. They will need much support
and comfort from their parents. At
the same time, children are trauma-
tized by parents who argue, are com-
bative and create power struggles at
home, endlessly.

The healthy reasons to forgive in-
clude: 1) A true mutual feeling, car-
ing and sensitivity. 2) The spouse’s
recognition and acceptance that his/
her behavior is unhealthy, damaging
and abusive. 3) The motivation to
request forgiveness by seeking pro-
fessional help in order to resolve this
behavior. 4) The determination to
build an honest, trusting relation-
ship, and 5) The expression of true
regret and sorrow re this behavior
(which should never be repeated
again).

Good luck and use good emotional
and intellectual judgment as you seek
help to determine how you will resolve
this difficult and painful situation.

Immediate Simple Steps Offered
To Improve Westfield Parking

The mayor and the town council owe the
commuters, downtown workers and shop-
pers immediate action to improve the cur-
rent parking situation. The list below out-
lines simple recommendations that can be
implemented immediately at no expense to
the town and that will, in fact, become
immediate and recurring revenue streams
for the town.

Issue 100 new annual outbound com-
muter parking permits for the South Av-
enue train station, lot three. This lot is not
approaching its capacity and the Waterson
Avenue lot six can be used if there is ever
any overflow. This will generate $70,200 in
revenue immediately and annually. This

will bring the permits issued for lot three to
700. Mayor McDermott’s recommenda-
tion, on August 24, 2000, nearly four years
ago, was for 735 permits to have been
issued for this lot. We currently issue only
600 permits for this lot.

2. Combine the inbound commuter per-
mit parking for lot eight on Elm Street near
Trader Joe’s with lot nine at North and
Central Avenues. Lot nine is not approach-
ing its capacity and can accommodate the
total current inbound commuter parking
permit holders from both lots eight and
nine.

3. Make lot eight on Elm Street a cus-
tomer only, two-hour parking lot. This is the
closest lot to the center of town and abso-
lutely must be used only by shoppers. This
lot should be signed as such and be free to
shoppers until a pay station and spot num-
bering program can be completed. A new
“state of the art” pay station system that will
accept cash, credit or debit cards or smart
cards, will cost less than $10,000. This lot
will generate over $45,000 in parking fees
annually.

Work cooperatively with the downtown
businesses to make it mandatory that all
downtown employees use only the South
Avenue train lot three on Saturdays and
Sundays.

While these actions would cost very little
and would be more than covered by the new
outbound commuter permit fees and hourly
parking fees, there are other actions that can
be taken as well. For example, all eight hour
meters should be converted to ten and one
half hour meters that can be paid for once,
beginning at 8:30 a.m., so that downtown
workers could utilize them and not have to
feed the meter an additional time each day.
Beginning at 8:30 a.m. will deter commut-
ers from using these spots. Perhaps then, the
long term meters on the Elm Street and
Orchard grid will begin to be used by
downtown employees, freeing an additional
40 short term meters for shoppers. We
must, then, begin to enforce the “no meter
feeding” ordinance.

Once the town takes these actions, we
will have 100 new outbound commuter
permit holders, 85 new 2-hour shopper
parking spots in the closest lot to the center
of town and 188 long term parking meters
that will have been made far more conve-
nient for use by the downtown workers. All
these benefits will be in addition to the
generation of over $115,000 annually for
the town.

These actions will have no impact on the
ongoing debate as to whether to build ga-
rages or how many garages to build. But
unlike that debate and the hiring of advisory
committees and consultants, these actions
will bring immediate benefits to the down-
town workers, commuters, shoppers and
the taxpayers of Westfield.

Jim Baker
Westfield

Sale of Assets Should Not
Be Used for Deck Costs
Despite what seems like an extremely

high municipal tax increase (about 14
percent), the mayor and town council
should be commended for sticking to good
accounting practices and not looking for a
“quick fix” solution. As noted by Council-
man Foerst in his e-mail newsletter, the
council refused to sell town assets and use
these funds to cover operating costs be-
cause this practice, used regularly in the
past, fails to preserve Westfield’s assets
for future generations.

However, this is EXACTLY what the
current redevelopment plan calls for. We
are selling town assets to the developer.
The land that the condos will be on is being
sold and the proceeds from the sale of
these assets are being used to offset the
cost of the project. Even the retail and
rental units are essentially assets being
sold, since they will be leased long-term
(30+ years) to the developer. If the sale of
Westfield’s assets is not a good practice
when working on the budget, it should not
be an acceptable practice for the developer
to try and make the financials look good.

Cory Mermer
Westfield

BRAKES Recognizes
Crossing Guards

May is Pedestrian Safety Month. Please
join us in recognizing the stellar job our
town’s crossing guards perform each year,
protecting our children as they walk and
bike to and from school each day.

In the weeks ahead, each elementary
school will honor the crossing guards dur-
ing a year-end awards ceremony. The chil-
dren will participate in thanking these dedi-
cated men and women who brave cold and
heat and errant drivers to ensure their safe
passage along the way. The crossing guards
deserve our utmost respect and apprecia-
tion, especially when we look back on the
brutal winter conditions they endured in
order to be there for the kids and other
pedestrians each day.

Whether you have children or not, please
take a moment to thank the crossing guards
in your neighborhood. And remember to
share the road, because Bikers, Runners
And Kids are Entitled to Safety!

Deirdre Gelinne
Sara Strohecker

The BRAKES Group
Westfield

Watterson Should Be
Used for WHS Parking

The commuter parking lot along
Watterson Street is half empty everyday,
about 40 spaces. It may be oversub-
scribed, but the section that extends to
Rahway Avenue is empty. If the com-
muters won’t use it, then it should be used
for Westfield High School (WHS) park-
ing. The town should offer 40 Watterson
Street parking permits to WHS students
for $5 a piece. This would get some cars
off the street and provide some off-street
parking to students. All the parking spaces
at WHS are for teachers and staff, stu-
dents are not provided any parking.

Mike Nemeth
Westfield

More Letters on
Pages 5 and 20

Local Property Tax, Expenditures
And Public Debt Must Be Checked
Acknowledging that New Jersey is facing a prop-

erty tax crisis with a broken and unfair system,
Governor James McGreevey removed one of the
major roadblocks, himself, to the possibility of true
reform.

In his recent address to the State Legislature, the
governor sounded as if he was borrowing some of
our thoughts on property tax reform that have ap-
peared on this page over the past few years. He
called the system unfair, at best, and said it stifles
young couples struggling to start new families and
victimizes senior citizens on fixed incomes who are
finding it hard to keep their homes and pay ever-
increasing property taxes.

In our view, the governor isn’t alone with the
blame on how tax matters are out of control. All
politicians have been party to it, Republican and
Democrats alike. The special interests are part of it
also – including insurers, teacher unions and law-
yers – everyone that’s feeding off the public trough.

Once government entrenches a tax, they only
know how to increase it. When has a tax ever gone
down or been eliminated?

While we would like to see a convention referen-
dum put before voters on this November’s ballot,
rather than in 2005, the governor’s proposal is better
than his previous stance, which was indifference, at
best. And his lack of interest certainly did little to
advance bills in Trenton in recent years that would
have put a ballot referendum before voters.

The State Assembly has passed such legislation
but the State Senate has always failed to even act.
Now, with the governor’s backing, both houses of
the Legislature need to take action on this matter,
after getting input from the Citizens Task Force that
will provide recommendations to lawmakers.

Support for and opposition to the convention

proposal has been bipartisan. Two of our local
Assembly members, Democrats Linda Stender and
Jerry Green from the 22nd District, voted in favor of
legislation last summer that called for a ballot refer-
endum while Assemblymen Eric Munoz and Jon
Bramnick, both Republicans from the 21st District,
voted against it.

While the Senate never took action, Republican
Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. of the 21st District stated
his opposition last year to a constitutional conven-
tion. Democrat Senator Nicholas Scutari of the 22nd
said during his campaign last fall that he supported
the idea.

We’ve long supported doing something to address
the archaic and unfair property tax system in New
Jersey. In our state, property taxes account for more
than 45 percent of total state and local tax revenues
versus a national average of 30 percent. The per capita
property tax burden in the Garden State is almost
double the national average.

In addition to changing the property tax system, we
support a system that holds government in check on
expenditures. For example as it stands now, if medical
insurance costs for government workers go up 15-20
percent per year, all that happens is that it’s added to
the tax bill. There is no challenge of the insurer’s price
or cost pass-through to the beneficiary.

Those in private industry and business must swal-
low such costs increases of their own – battling the
insurer, changing carrier, reducing the coverage or
increasing the co-pay of workers.

Let’s change the property tax system and hold
government accountable for expenditures. While
we’re at it, let’s stop government from taking us
deeper and deeper into debt with public bonds. There
are no absolutes in this enigma, but we think the
pendulum has swung too far. What do you think?

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
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Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
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Submittal Formats
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For more information, see
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Each Town Has Unique Letters
And We Like Reading Them

We hear from you, and you say that you really
enjoy the Letters to the Editor – so do we. You have
been profuse. They’ll be many local matters for you
to read and write about over the next several months.
It pays to be informed. Each town has unique
concerns that can be gleamed from the letters. The
rapid rise in property taxes is a universal topic.

Westfield readers have dominated the letter-writ-
ing scene with the notorious and interrelated issues
being parking, parking decks, parking fines and
downtown development. It dwarfs “shoe-horning,”
demolitions and the squeezing in of MacMansions.
Speed humps and traffic calming have spawned
writers’ cramp for some. Pedestrian safety and the
proposed turf fields find some ink. For the first time
in a long time, there is no municipal election – but
letters will still flow.

Usually quiet Mountainside has been in the news
and letters more than normal this year over
Beechwood School – and will it ever be finished?
The school board and the superintendent have been
in a twirl for a couple of years. Now, Mayor Robert
Vigliante has Mountainside residents debating a
community center.

Scotch Plains is contemplating a Special Im-
provement District (SID) for downtown, which gen-
erates letters pro and con. The mayoral race this year
will send many to the quill.

Fanwood has quieted down in it’s writing for a
spell after voters flipped the council and mayor last

fall over downtown development controversy. The
race for council this fall is heating up and the writers
will be back in action.

Matters at the county and with the freeholders are
quiet now before the storm. The goose controversy
and reactivation of abandoned county railroads seem
to be on temporary hold from citizens’ comments.
But elections are on the way with campaigns starting
in earnest in June.

Four freeholder seats are up for election. In the last
decade, the Democrats have drubbed the Republi-
cans in the county races and maintain absolute
control.

Many think the GOP has given up, not willing to
spend good money after bad. Rumors have it though
that former Cranford Mayor Phil Morin will take
over Union County GOP leadership next month. His
first task will be to try to make the county races
appear competitive.

GOP Congressman Mike Ferguson is up for re-
election this fall and his seat is generally considered
safe. The DEMs stay away from this just as the GOP
stays away from the county. But Westfielder Steve
Brozak, a retired marine Lt. Colonel, has chosen to
contend for the seat as the Democrat nominee. It will
be interesting to see if he can get party support and
make a go of it.

These are some of the local issues we think you
will be writing about. We’re looking forward to
reading it.


