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Gov. McGreevey’s Property
Tax Proposal: Hit or Miss?

By Mayor Martin L. Marks

On Friday April 30, I traveled to
Trenton to participate in a meeting of
New Jersey mayors to discuss with Gov-
ernor James McGreevey his latest pro-
posal for property tax relief for New
Jersey residents. New Jersey continues
to have the highest property taxes in the
nation, and after much prodding from
the New Jersey State League of Munici-
palities, elected officials such as me,
editorial boards across the state, and
most importantly angry and frustrated,
property tax payers like you, the Gover-
nor has been brought to the table for
some serious discussions. This is in-
deed good news; however, after exam-
ining the Governor’s proposal it ap-
pears that we still have a long way to go.

The Governor’s proposal has three
key elements. First, he proposes in-
creasing the state income tax by ap-
proximately 2.5 percent on those earn-
ing more than $500,000 per year. This
revenue would then be disbursed in the
form of larger Homestead and NJ Saver
Rebates to a selected few New Jersey
residents. I pointed out to the Governor
that with this proposal, at the end of the
day, New Jersey would still have the
dubious distinction of having the high-
est property taxes in the nation. Nothing
in this plan actually forces a reduction in
property taxes. Ideally, any additional
income tax should be returned to the
municipality from whence it came with
a corresponding and mandatory reduc-
tion in the property tax for everyone.
This could be done with a credit on the
property tax bill so residents would
actually see their property taxes go down.
If the Governor was insistent on send-
ing out a check with his name on it,
perhaps it could be in the form of a
voucher that only could be redeemed at
the time that property taxes are paid.

The second aspect of the Governor’s
plan calls for a statewide referendum for
a constitutional convention for long term
property tax reform to be held in Novem-
ber 2005. I applaud the governor for
finally warming to this concept as it takes
away the political burden from some-
what less than courageous politicians in

Trenton and shifts it to the citizens of our
state. As this concept has been discussed
for several years, my question is: Why
wait until November 2005 when we can
do it this year? The answer may be politi-
cal in nature because the governor will
stand for reelection in November 2005.
If the convention referendum makes it to
the ballot this year then the recommenda-
tions for reform, which may involve
shifts to income and/or sales taxes, would
have to be considered by voter referen-
dum on the November 2005 ballot. Some-
how I suspect that the Governor would
like to distance himself from that as much
as possible.

Finally, the governor proposes to
lower spending cap increases for mu-
nicipal and Board of Education budgets
from 3 percent to 2.5 percent. On the
surface this sounds like a noble effort.
However, the largest line items in any
school or municipal budget are salary
and benefits for teachers and police
officers. With health insurance premi-
ums increasing by double digits every
year, and these employees not making
any contributions toward these ever-
increasing premiums, the idea of stricter
caps is unrealistic, unless of course we
reduce the number of teachers and po-
lice officers in our communities. That is
a proposition that nobody wants to en-
tertain. Also, why are the counties ex-
empt from these stricter caps?

While the Governor’s plan falls short
in many respects, I do want to commend
him for moving us in the right direction,
albeit with a baby step. Perhaps the most
refreshing aspect of the process is the
bipartisan manner in which most of my
fellow mayors are working. Mayor Gary
Passanante (D-Somerdale) and I have
been leading the effort with the help of
the NJ State League of Municipalities to
lobby our state leaders toward the goal
of true and lasting property tax reform.
I would caution those leaders, in both
the Republican and Democratic parties
to restrain themselves with the pre-gu-
bernatorial election rhetoric that will
poison the bipartisan atmosphere nec-
essary to solve the property tax crisis in
this state once and for all.

STAND UP AND BE COUNTED...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks recently
spoke at a meeting of New Jersey mayors with Governor James McGreevey on
property taxes.

WF Rescue Squad Still
Short Of Fund Drive Goal

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad has only
reached 42 percent of their fund
drive goal.

“The people of Westfield have
been very generous, as always, but
we still have not reached our goal,”
said Fund Drive Chairwoman and
Vice President Susan Butler.

A second mailing went out to
homes on April 29.

“We understand that the economy
is not the best right now,” Ms. Butler
went on to say. “We ask that you
give what you can to this vital orga-
nization.”

The Westfield Rescue Squad is
now in its 53rd year as the emer-
gency medical service to the Town of
Westfield. It is an all volunteer orga-
nization and is solely funded by tax
deductible donations. Their motto is
“We work for pride not pay.”

The Westfield Rescue Squad is an
in house organization, meaning that
crews are stationed in the building,
allowing for faster response times
to emergency calls. Their building,
located at 335 Watterson Street, just
off the South Avenue circle, is
manned 24 hours a day, seven days
a week, 365 days a year. In 2003 the
rescue squad handled more than
2,400 calls.

“We are one of the busiest squads
in the area,” said Captain Bob
Barrett. “Our members are a fantas-
tic group of truly dedicated volun-
teers. Which is why the Department
of Health in 2002 selected us as the

number one volunteer basic life sup-
port agency.”

Tax-deductible contributions can
be sent to the Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356
Westfield, NJ 07091.

Westfield Rotary Helps
Students at Midland School

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Westfield Rotary are hitting the
streets selling books of raffle tickets
for the all new 2004 Volvo S40 to
benefit the Midland School.

“Rotary District 7510 helps many
causes and we consider the Midland
School and the Volvo Midland Run
one of our most noteworthy,” notes
Carl Chaityn, district governor of
Rotary District 7510. “By selling
raffle tickets, we are able to give
back to the community and provide
financial assistance to a school that
does a wonderful job teaching kids
with multiple disabilities. The stu-
dents at the school come from all the
communities of District 7510. It’s a
natural partnership.”

“Support from Rotary District 7510
has been more than we could imag-
ine,” notes Margaret Ann Behrends,
development director for the Mid-
land Foundation. “Last year, almost
all of the 45 clubs from District 7510
participated and sold thousands of
$5 tickets for a total of nearly $18,500.
This year, we again have the support
of nearly all the clubs and I’m thank-
ful they have returned to help us.”

Tickets are $5 each. The winning
tickets for the new 2004 Volvo S40
valued at $27,000 will be drawn at
3:30 on Sunday, May 16, at the Volvo
Midland Run being held on the pic-
turesque Moorland Farms property
in Far Hills, New Jersey. Raffle tick-
ets can be purchased from a repre-
sentative of your local Rotary Club,
online at www.midlandrun.org and
at the May 16 event.

Rotary District 7510 encompasses
45 clubs in Hunterdon, Somerset,
Mercer, Union and Middlesex Coun-
ties. The District has over 1,500 mem-
bers in Central New Jersey. The Dis-

trict has raised over $500,000 for the
local community and more than
$200,000 for international and edu-
cational programs.

The Midland School is a nation-
ally recognized “Blue Ribbon”
school of excellence. It serves the
special education needs of students
ages five to 21 with multiple dis-
abilities. The school serves 245 stu-
dents from 13 counties and 82 school
districts in central and northern New
Jersey. Midland is recognized as one
of the nation’s leading schools for
children with disabilities.

Registration Offered
For Girl Scout Race
WESTFIELD — Registration

materials for the 5K Run/2 Mile
Fun Walk to benefit the Girl Scouts
of Washington Rock Council
(GSWRC) will be available from 5
to 8 p.m. next Thursday, May 13,
at the Council office, located at
201 Grove Street, East, in
Westfield.

The 5K run will take place on
Saturday, May 15, at Cedarbrook
Park in Plainfield starting at 9 a.m.
The Fun Walk will commence at
10 a.m. Race day registration will
begin at 7:30 a.m.

The fee is $18. Registration forms
may also be printed online at
www.westfieldnj.com/girlscouts.
For more information, please call
Tonya Hall, Director of Fund De-
velopment, at (908) 232-3236, ex-
tension no. 1206.

Westfielder Gibbs Elected
Member of Law Firm

PHILADELPHIA – Cozen
O’Connor announced that Andrew
Gibbs was recently elected to mem-
bership in the firm.

“We are extremely proud to wel-
come this highly qualified person to
membership in the firm,” said Patrick
O’Connor, president and CEO of
Cozen O’Connor. “Their individual
and combined contributions reflect
the talent, diversity and strength of

our firm and practice groups.”
Mr. Gibbs concentrates his prac-

tice in the areas of toxic and mass tort
litigation, pharmaceutical liability,
commercial litigation and general
liability matters. A resident of
Westfield, Mr. Gibbs received his
undergraduate degree from The Uni-
versity of Delaware and his law de-
gree from Widener University School
of Law.


