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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Where does a
virtuoso go after having studied at
Julliard, having been the Concertmas-
ter at the American Philharmonic at
Carnegie Hall, and having performed
violin at Lincoln Center for ten years
with the Joffrey Ballet and Musica
Sacrs?

If you are James Gaskill, you move
to Westfield, and become a master
teacher of the violin and viola, sharing
your passion for music and the instru-
ment to scores of students.

His students have included the

Concertmasters of the New Jersey
Youth Orchestra, the Newark Youth
Symphony and students in the New
Jersey Youth Symphony.

“I have had some extraordinary stu-
dents,” he told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, as he looked back over the 15
years he and his family have been in
this area.

After teaching private lessons on the
violin and viola for 30 years, lessons,
one might expect he would have some
stellar students to remember.

The violin teacher of Matthew

Leong, a Westfield High School sopho-
more, was quick to tell of Matthew’s
achievements.

“Last year, he was one of the few
freshmen to ever make the Regional
High School Orchestra,” said Gaskill.
This pupil was Concertmaster of the
Westfield Elementary School Orches-
tra and the Edison Middle School
Orchestra. He was also Principal Sec-
ond of the New Jersey Youth Orches-
tra and will be a member of the New
Jersey Youth Symphony this year.

But Matthew Leong is only one of
many success stories. In fact, 13 of
Gaskill’s students have made it to the

New Jersey Youth Symphony this year
alone.

One of his former students, Chris-
topher Fyhr, was Concertmaster of the
Cranford High School Orchestra, and
went on to major in violin at Rutgers
University. When Fyhr was assistant
Concertmaster at New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center (NJPAC), Gaskill at-
tended a concert.

“It was quite a thrill to see him
there,” he said, beaming like a proud
parent.

Some of his students have been
with him for half of their lifetime. He
spoke wistfully of one high school
student who has been with him since
the age of five who is moving out of
the state.

“It breaks my heart to see this stu-
dent go,” he shared.

“It’s remarkable to see talent de-
velop,” he said. “And you really can’t
predict who will be dedicated and
disciplined to stick with it.”

When he sees talent, he said he just
knows it right away. “Oh sometimes
there are surprises. In two or three
months of not progressing, all of a
sudden they just take off and really get
into it,” he explained.

Although Gaskill thinks that five is
the best age to start the violin, people
can pick it up at any age.

“If they aren’t ready — sometimes
kids are pushed by the parents — it
doesn’t work,” said Gaskill, who also
discussed the delicacy of walking a
“tightrope” in pushing children or
letting them develop at their own
pace.

Gaskill is a man passionate about
music and teaching. In fact, he teaches
six days a week. Although his 45 stu-
dents ranging from age five to adult
keep him busy, from time to time he
still finds time to work in Lincoln
Center.

He noted that he came to Westfield
for the tranquility, after living in Man-
hattan for most of his professional life.

According to Gaskill, one of the
only negative aspects of teaching vio-
lin in Westfield is the competition for
the students’ time.

“We’re in constant competition with
swim team, soccer…it’s a fight for
their time,” he said.

It is difficult to do recitals with lots
of students because of the scheduling
conflicts.

“They are usually just too busy,” he
said of his students.

Before audition time rolls around,
however, he will schedule a recital in
his house with a few students to get
them used to playing for a small audi-
ence. Maybe that is why they do so
well in competition. And perhaps it is
just that his passion for music has been
passed from teacher to student.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO)
Friends will celebrate the landmark
20th Anniversary of their Tour of
Notables Homes on Saturday, May
8, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., as they
showcase five Westfield area resi-
dences.

This Mother’s Day weekend, visi-
tors can explore some of the dis-
tinctly different yet equally beauti-
ful design views on display as they
follow the tour map through some
of the town’s most endearing neigh-
borhoods.

While the houses cover many de-
sign spectrums — from the ornate
and neo-classical to the folklore —
and history-inspired, from the for-
mality of sedate elegance to the
youthful assuredness of American
and European eclecticism, all are

standard-bearers of good taste.
Renee Trabert, Friends President,

noted that 26 luxurious themed gift
baskets will be featured in a raffle
that includes: a breakfast basket from
Williams-Sonoma; Baby Layette
from Bloomingdale’s; an all about
golf basket and other enticing items
like a crystal pitcher from La Jolie
Maison in Summit; signature child-
sized pedal powered BMW from
JMK BMW of Springfield; a Helen
Frank print from Juxtapose Gallery
in Westfield; a year’s supply of past-
ries from Bakeshop Val of Garwood;
one-of-a-kind spring handbag with
accessories from Bittersweet De-
signs, Westfield; hand-painted cake
server and matching dessert plates
by Many Clever Hands; Italian ce-

ramic from Casabella and dining
certificates from Restaurant 89,
Robert’s Steakhouse and The Brick
Oven, and many others.

During the tour, Joe Regan will
play standards from the classic
American songbook. Trader Joe’s will
provide free refreshments. There will
also be a plant sale.

All profits benefit the WSO,
whose repertoire places it among
the top New Jersey symphonies and
the state’s most precious artistic re-
sources. The WSO also conducts
educational outreach programs that
touch the lives of more than 2,000
students through special concerts
and master classes.

Tickets for Tour 2004 are $25 in
advance and $30 day of tour and are
available for purchase at the follow-
ing Westfield businesses and mer-

chants: Burgdorff Realtors, Weichert
Realtors, Coldwell Banker Realtors,
Baron’s Drug Store, Gift Monkey,
Lancaster, Ltd., Poppyfields and the
Town Bank of Westfield.

They are also available at Irma’s
Hallmark in Fanwood, Martin’s Jew-
elers in Cranford and La Jolie Maison
in Summit. The tour is self-guided
and addresses for the homes on view
are printed on the tickets. A WSO
Home Tour map is also provided.

For more information on the tour
or a schedule of WSO, please call
(908) 232-9400 or visit
www.westfieldsymphony.com.

The award-winning WSO, com-
prised of professional musicians led
by Maestro David Wroe, is the Resi-
dent Orchestra of Union County.
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DDDDDinner inner inner inner inner WWWWWith Fith Fith Fith Fith Friendsriendsriendsriendsriends begins
on Friday, May 7, at the Summit
Playhouse. The Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning play highlights the lives of
two couples who seem like aver-
age, happy people, until they start
to ask some of the tough ques-
tions. There are performances all
month, and tickets are $10 to
$15. Call the Box Office at (908)
273-2192 or visit
www.summitplayhouse.org. The
playhouse is located just off
Springfield Avenue, at 10 New
England Avenue.

* * * * * * *
Here is another opportunity to

sing and compete with the
HHHHHickorickorickorickorickory  y  y  y  y  TTTTTrrrrr ee  Choree  Choree  Choree  Choree  Choru su su su su s, an
acappella women’s group that won
the Greater New York Region 15
Competition last year. Come to
the NJYS/Suburban Music Cen-
ter, 570 Central Avenue in New
Providence on Wednesday, May
19, and Wednesday, May 26, at
7:15 p.m. If you make the grade,
you’ll be on your way to the Octo-
ber 2004 competition of the Sweet
Adelines in Indianapolis. For in-
formation and directions, call
(908) 522-1954.

* * * * * * *
Folk music enthusiasts will en-

joy Saturday, May 8th’s perfor-
mance of SSSSSongwriters in theongwriters in theongwriters in theongwriters in theongwriters in the
RRRRRoundoundoundoundound, featuring Noam
Weinstein and folk-duo, Too Hu-
man. Admission is $12 for this
show of the Coffee With Con-
science Concert Series of Spring-
field, at the Springfield Emanuel
United Methodist Church, 40
Church Mall (off Morris Avenue).
Call (908) 232-8723.

* * * * * * *
The CThe CThe CThe CThe Cranforranforranforranforranford Dd Dd Dd Dd Dramatic Clubramatic Clubramatic Clubramatic Clubramatic Club

is bringing Cole Porter’s show
within a show, Kiss MKiss MKiss MKiss MKiss Me Kate,e Kate,e Kate,e Kate,e Kate,     to
the stage for three weekends be-
ginning Friday, May 7. This time-
less musical version of
Shakespeare’s The The The The The TTTTTaming of theaming of theaming of theaming of theaming of the
SSSSShrhrhrhrhreeeeewwwww will delight theater fans of
all ages, with memorable tunes
and a story filled with fun. Perfor-
mances are Fridays and Saturdays
at 8 p.m. on May 7, 8, 14, 15, 21,
and 22, and a Mother’s Day mati-
nee on Sunday the 9th at 3 p.m.
Tickets are $18 on a reserved seat
basis, and can be obtained by
calling the box office at (908)
276-7611 or through the theater’s
website at www.cdctheatre.org.
The Club is located at 76 Winans
Avenue.

* * * * * * *
The Town Book Store of

Westfield will feature their MMMMMeeteeteeteeteet
& G& G& G& G& Grrrrreeteeteeteeteet author appearances on
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – Through
May 1, the downstairs gallery of the
Scotch Plains Public Library was the
backdrop for the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood Arts Association’s Annual
Members’ Show.

Approximately 36 pieces of artwork
were submitted, representing the
genres of watercolor, photography,
acrylic and oil painting, crafts, mixed

media and pastels. An estimated 20
artists participated in this year’s exhi-
bition.

“Best in Show” was awarded to
Kenilworth artist Arline Melchior for
another the incomparable oil tech-
niques she employed in “Grey Wolf,”
which appeared ready to pounce off of
the canvas. She presented another oil
painting, “The Girls,” which depicted
two Amish women.

Ken Malpas’ articulated a young
girl’s innocence and beauty in the oil
portrait, “Danielle Nicole,” which was
hung near Marie Gerus’ abstract mixed
media piece, “Flower Fantasy.” Known
for her mastery of the abstract genre,
Gerus recently won over audiences
with her acrylic entry, “Spontaneous
#5” during the Westfield Art
Association’s (WAA) 80th Annual
Members’ Exhibition, Salon 2004 in
late March.

While Ruth Grabner offered the
pastel “The Roseberry Barn,” her work
of the same medium, “Portrait of Beth
& Hat” actually captured the Honor-
able Mention distinction. With care
and meticulous detail, Grabner
sketched a dignified woman seem-

ingly as proud as a peacock in her
chapeau.

Mary Hovanec’s watercolor, “So
Lonely,” was an outstanding
entry, depicting a serene
figure lounging on the
beach. Later in the
exhibition, the art-
ist applied the
same medium
with a different
impact in “Spring
Garden.” This
piece, which ap-
peared to be sten-
ciled with vibrant
paints to create a
bouquet of flowers,
did not flow as well as
the first piece.

Few artists can
manipulate water-
color with as much
mastery as Scotch
Plains resident Anne Gibbons – espe-
cially when it comes to capturing a
landscape with intricate detail. Her
sole entry, “A Moment of Silence,” was
deserving of more honor than Third
Place.

Nearly as astounding in watercolor
mastery, Phil Kass impressed audiences
with his depiction of the former
Westfield shop, Marylou’s Memorabilia
enough to earn a Second Place ribbon.
Unfortunately, however, he did not
receive a nod for his equally inspiring
watercolor “Russian Cottage Window.”

Watercolorist Betsy Ruff has achieved
a new level of capturing still life objects,
such as the traditional vase of flowers
and fruits, but with added flair. “Pot-
pourri of Flowers,” “Ivy and Fruit,” and
“Bottle Reflecting Apples” all extended
beyond the normal “kitchen wall art”
one might expect. Kudos to Ruff.

Additionally, young Roman Gerus
should be applauded for his abstract
mixed media “Sea Fantasy,” which
boasted colorful creatures from the
deep in a playful composition. His
efforts earned him a blue ribbon.

Ruth Obeid’s watercolors, “Fall” and
“Flowering Spring,” were striking in
scale and composition. Golden flow-
ers demanded the attention of viewers
in “Fall,” while the branches of a tree
carrying fuchsia blossoms delighted
the eye.

Using acrylics, Marie Gerus popped
up later in the exhibition with the
thoughtful, sensual “Flamenco, Olé,”
featuring dancing brush strokes and
provocative red and orange hues.
While, more muted and less detailed,
Christine Scott’s “Bright Vista” land-

scape painting drew an Honorable
Mention for its gorgeous range of col-
ors and composition.

One of the sole craft entries
in the exhibition, “Shanon’s

Pet Peeves” came in the
form of a mobile filled
with dangling multi-
colored origami struc-
tures. Maybe it would
have drawn the eye a
bit more if it hadn’t
been displayed in a
corner.

Stained glass guru
Joan Westernik crafted a

carousel horse with lilac/
pink and pastel-colored glass

in her First Place entry.
She broke the leaded
barriers of the oval piece,
extending her design
into other parts of the
glass canvas.

Grace McDonald’s “Victorian
Beauty” oil painting was the exhibit’s
pièce de résistance. The artist seemed
to toss aside some of her older tech-
niques and embrace a more intriguing
subject matter with improved tech-
nique. Whatever she is doing, she’s
doing it right.

Steve Tomczyk entered Arline
Melchior Territory with his stunning
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The 20th An-

nual Westfield Public School District’s
Fine Arts Show will be held in the
Westfield High School varsity gymna-
sium from May 11 to 13.

A sampling of artwork by students
representing all nine public schools
and grades ranging from kindergarten
through 12th will be on display at the
annual show.

On Tuesday, May 11 and Wednes-
day, May 12, the artwork can be viewed
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and in the
evening from 7 to 9 p.m. Visitors are

also welcomed on Thursday, May 13,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Paintings, two-dimensional work,
ceramic, crafts, computerized art and
other work of Westfield Public School
students will be exhibited.

Linda King, Supervisor of Fine Arts,
noted that the annual exhibit has be-
come “an outstanding cultural event
in this community. The Art Show is a
wonderful opportunity to exhibit hun-
dreds of various art media created by
our talented students under the direc-
tion of dedicated art educators.”

Local StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal Stars


