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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
302 Elm Street

Westfield, New Jersey 07090

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
B05-10

Public Notice is hereby given that sealed
bids will be received by the The Westfield
Board of Education in the Town of Westfield
in the County of Union for the furnishing of
all labor, materials and equipment for the
new construction and installation of
relocatable trailer classroom unit, at Wilson
Elementary School on May 20, 2004 at
2:00 P.M.  Bids will be opened and read in
public in the Board Room, 302 Elm Street,
Town of Westfield, New Jersey.

Bids are being received for:
New construction and installation of
relocatable trailer classroom unit, at

Wilson Elementary School.
Lump Sum Bid (All Work)

Work consists of the following but is
not necessarily limited to:

Contract #1:
New construction and installation of

relocatable trailer classroom unit, at
Wilson Elementary School.

LUMP SUM BID FOR EACH CON-
TRACT comprising all work, General Con-
struction, deck, stairs, ramp, drainage, all
utilities including hookup and trailers at the
Wilson Elementary School.

Drawings and Specifications for the project
may be examined at the office of THE
MUSIAL GROUP, p.a., Architecture-Plan-
ning-Interior Design, 191 Mill Lane,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092 during
business hours, 8:30 A.M. to 5:30 P.M.  A
copy thereof may be procured after 3:00
P.M. on May 6, 2004 at the office of the
Architect, THE MUSIAL GROUP, p.a., 191
Mill Lane, Mountainside, New Jersey 07092,
phone 908-232-2860, for the purpose of
bidding.  Form of Proposal and Specifica-
tions may be obtained on application at the
office of the Architect upon payment of
$150.  (PAYMENT FOR ANY AND ALL
SETS IS NON-REFUNDABLE).  Check
shall be made payable to the THE MUSIAL
GROUP, p.a.  Extra drawings and/or speci-
fications may be obtained from the Architect
for the cost of printing and handling, and
postage NON-REFUNDABLE.

All bids must be submitted in Tripli-
cate and duly time stamped, in the Office of
the Business Administrator not later than
the “Bid Opening Date and Time” as stated
in the Advertisement.  Bids shall bear the
name and address of the Bidder and shall
be endorsed “Temporary Trailer at Wilson
School.”

Bids will be received by the Board through
the designated person for the Board, Robert
Berman, Business Administrator/Board
Secretary at the Town of Westfield Board of
Education offices at 2:00 P.M. prevailing
time on May 20, 2004 and will be publicly
opened and read immediately thereafter.

Bidders shall leave their names, addresses,
phone number and fax number at the office
of the Architect in order to have information or
addenda mailed to them if and when re-
quired.  The bidder shall provide a street
address and not a PO box number, since
Express Mail cannot be delivered to a PO box
number.  The architect shall not be respon-
sible for any such lack of information.  It is the
bidders responsibility to provide the appro-

priate and correct information.
No bid shall be accepted that does not

conform to the specifications.  Bids must be
made on standard proposal forms in the
manner designated by the specifications,
must be enclosed in sealed envelopes bear-
ing the name and address of the Bidder and
the Contract being bid, on the outside thereof,
addressed and delivered to the Westfield
Board of Education Business Administra-
tors Office, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090

Bidders shall not submit more than one
bid for any single Contract.

If a bid exceeds twenty thousand dollars
($20,000), the Bidder and all general con-
struction and subcontractors must be
prequalified by the New Jersey Department
of Treasury, Division of Property Manage-
ment and Construction, as required by law
and have a valid and current Notice of Clas-
sification prior to the date that bids are
received.  Any bid submitted under the terms
of the New Jersey statutes not including a
copy of a valid and active prequalification/
classification certificate may be rejected as
non-responsive to the bid requirements.

Bids must be submitted on the proposal
forms in the manner designated, enclosed
in a sealed envelope bearing the name and
address of Bidder and proposal identifica-
tion number on the outside, and must be
accompanied by certified check, cashiers
check or bid bond drawn to the Order of the
Town of Westfield Board of Education, for
not less than ten percent (10%) of the amount
of the bid, but in no case in excess of twenty
thousand dollars ($20,000); and must be
delivered to the Business Administrator at
the above place, by the hour named.  The
Board and the Board’s Architect or Engi-
neer assume no responsibility for bids
mismailed or misdirected.

Each Bidder shall submit with its bid, a
Bid Bond and Certificate of Consent of
Surety as per N.J.S.A.  18A:18A-25 from a
Surety company stating that it will provide
the Bidder and all subcontractors, if suc-
cessful, with a performance/payment bond
in the full amount of the contract.  If Bidders
are not providing Surety for sub-contrac-
tors, then the sub-contractor must provide
their own surety and proof of same at the
time of the bid submission.

In the case of projects for any Public
Body, a list submitted by corporate and
partnership bidders of the names and ad-
dresses of all stockholders owning 10% or
more of their stock or 10%or more of the
stock of their corporate stockholders, or in
the case of a partnership, the names and
addresses of those partners owning a 10%
or greater interest therein.

If one or more of such stockholders or
partnership is itself a corporation or partner-
ship, the stockholders holding 10% or more
of that corporation or the individual partners
owning 10% or greater interest in that part-
nership, as the case may be, shall also be
listed.  These statements of names and
addresses must be submitted prior to the
receipt of the bid or must accompany the
bid.  No award of contract or agreement
entered into may be made if there is a failure
to comply with the provisions of this law.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof.  The Westfield Board of
Education reserves the right to reject any
and all bids or to waive informality in the
bidding if it is in the interest of the Board to
do so.  The contract(s) will be awarded to the

lowest responsible Bidder(s).
Bidding shall be in conformance with the

applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et. seq. Pertaining to the “Public
School Contract Laws.”

The Bidder’s attention is directed to the
fact that all applicable federal, state, and
municipal laws, and ordinances, rules and
regulations, including P.L. 1975, c. 127,
(N.J.A.C. 17:27) regarding Affirmative Ac-
tion of all authorities having jurisdiction over
construction work in the locality of the project,
shall apply to the contract throughout, and
they will be deemed to be included in the
contract, the same as if set forth therein at
length, including, but not limited to, those
laws identified in the INSTRUCTIONS TO
BIDDERS.

Pursuant to “The Public Works Contrac-
tor Registration Act” (P.L. 199, c239), bid-
ders and their subcontractors are required
to be registered with the New Jersey De-
partment of Labor and to possess a current
certificate by said Department indicating
compliance with the Act.  Bidders are noti-
fied of this requirement for their compliance.
If, at the time of the bid opening, the Bidder
has not yet received the certificate from the
Department, proof of application along with
the canceled check, if available, for the
application fee shall be provided to the Board
in lieu of such certificate.  Once the certifi-
cate is received, a copy of same shall be
delivered forthwith to the Westfield Board of
Education.

Bids must be enclosed in sealed, opaque
envelopes bearing the names and address
of the bidder, the Contract name being bid,
on the outside thereof and addressed in
accordance with Advertisement for Bids.
No bid may be withdrawn after the day of
receipt.  Only one bid shall be in each
envelope.

Bidders are notified as follows:
Addenda may be issued by the Ar-

chitect in accordance with the specifica-
tions up to seven (7) days prior to receipt of
bids and the bidders are obliged on their
own initiative to make inquiry for and exam-
ine such addenda, if any.

Bidders are notified that they must comply
with the provisions of N.J.S. 34:11-56.25,
et. Seq.  (Wages on Public Works) and that
the contract to be awarded in this case shall
contain a stipulation that the wage rate must
be paid to workmen employed in the perfor-
mance of the contracts and shall not be less
than the prevailing wage rate as determined
by the Commissioner of the Department of
Labor and Industry of the State of New
Jersey.

Bidders are notified that they must comply
with N.J.A. 52:32-1 to 52:33-4, the statues
on the use of domestic materials on public
work.

Bidders are put on notice that the Westfield
Board of Education is an exempt organiza-
tion under the provisions of the New Jersey
State Sales and Use Tax Act (N.J.S. 54:32B-
1 et. Seq.) and is not required to pay sales
tax.

Bidders are notified that the project must
be complete by August 20, 2004.

By order of Westfield Board of Education,
Town of Westfield in the County of Union,
New Jersey

Mr. Robert Berman
Assistant Superintendent/Business

Administrator
Westfield Board of Education

302 Elm Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
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Parking Needs to Be Improved in WF,
But Redevelopment is Questionable

New WF BOE President Opens Doors
Of Communication With Residents

I’m very excited and honored to be-
come the new President of the Westfield
Board of Education. I’ve always taken
my role on the board very seriously, and
I promise to continue to work hard in this
new position. I really appreciate the sup-
port and confidence of my fellow board
members in electing me as president.

I’d like to congratulate Ginny Leiz
on being elected Vice President and on
her re-election to the board; I look
forward to working closely with her in
the coming year. I also want to con-
gratulate Rich Solomon and Julia
Walker, who were reelected to serve
additional three-year terms. I believe
that the current members on the board
want the best for our children and bring
many strengths and skills to their roles
as board members.

Looking towards the future, I hope
my efforts as board president will help
Westfield continue to be a district that

strives for excellence. Our new strate-
gic plan has laid out a road map for the
future, to help us address needs and
make improvements in many areas
across the district.

Since I joined the board four and a
half years ago, one of the most impor-
tant things I’ve learned is the value of
working with good people. We’re re-
ally fortunate that we have an abun-
dance of talented people who serve the
district, whether as staff members, vol-
unteers in community and school orga-
nizations or board members.

Both in the classroom and “behind-
the-scenes,” the high caliber of our staff
is a critical component to making the
Westfield schools such a success. I hope
to continue the board’s excellent rela-
tionships with all of our staff, from our
administrators and teachers, to our secre-
taries, custodians and paraprofessionals.

Another key to our district’s success
is the high level of volunteerism shown
by our community members. I look
forward to working cooperatively with
our parents through the PTC and the
PTA/O’s, and with community organi-
zations and the town’s leaders to ac-
complish great things for our students.

Good, two-way communication with
the community is vital for the board to
operate effectively. I view the steps in
the strategic plan, which addresses com-
munication, such as improving our dis-
trict website, as a high priority. I also
encourage community members to share
their feedback about district issues by
attending our meetings and contacting
us by e-mail at boe@westfieldnj.com.

I am truly honored to serve our stu-
dents and community as board president
and anticipate a very productive year.

Anne Riegel
President, Westfield Board of

Education

Whoever put up the large sign out-
side of the storefront next to The Leader
Store on Broad should be commended.
For those of you who have not seen this
display of civic pride, it reads “Improv-
ing Parking Improves Our Town.” While
I couldn’t agree with that sentiment
more, as a person involved in the
grassroots organization, Westfielders
Concerned About Responsible Devel-
opment (WE CARE), I have two ques-
tions. How much will improved park-
ing really improve Westfield? And, how
much will improving parking really cost
us?

Those advocating for the $30 million
five-level decks (over 30 years of a
bond this cost exceeds $50 million),
along with their 100 or so apartments,
and retail spaces at the South Avenue
and Prospect Street locations, don’t
seem to address either question. In-
creased parking spaces for commuters
might bring in more revenue, but at
current rates, hundreds of permit spaces
go unused each week even though we
are supposedly operating in a parking
crisis. In terms of cost, the most opti-
mistic financial models show this rede-
velopment plan is a losing proposition
for nearly a decade. With ever-increas-
ing property taxes for Westfield citi-
zens, why will we be further burdened
by picking up the costs for operating
and subsidizing the redevelopments?

Simple and far less costly solutions
like better parking management and
greater support from the business com-
munity and the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) may actually im-
prove parking, and improve Westfield,
at little or no expense. For example,
culling the wait list for people no longer

interested in permits, overselling the
permit lots to previous levels, and sell-
ing weekly or monthly permits cost
virtually nothing to implement. Simi-
larly, having employers and employ-
ees park at the train station at off peak
times and weekends, for free, so there
are more spaces downtown for shop-
pers, costs nothing either. The belief
that customers will flock to the train
station to walk to downtown Westfield,
spend money, and then take their pur-
chases back to their cars in a garage at
the train station should be tested against
whether employers and employees are
willing to do this first. Shouldn’t these
inexpensive suggestions be tried first
to improve parking and improve
Westfield before spending this huge
sum of money and building these gi-
gantic structures?

While WE CARE is not opposed to
redevelopment per se, the current rede-
velopment plans are a losing proposi-
tion for citizens, taxpayers, and the
community at large. We urge
Westfielders to learn more about the
redevelopment projects and make an
informed commitment in favor of, or
opposed to, these multi-use projects.
Copies of complete traffic studies,
school impact studies, financial analy-
ses, etc. are available on our website at
westfieldredevelopment.com along
with our downloadable petition. If you
are not already a supporter of WE CARE,
become one and join more than 1,200 of
your neighbors in signing the petitions
against this redevelopment plan.

Kenneth Sumner
WE CARE

Westfield

Resident Expresses Strong Opposition
To South Avenue Redevelopment

I would like to express my strong
opposition to the redevelopment plan
proposed for the south side train sta-
tion. I seriously question the need for
more commuter parking in Westfield.
As noted by others before me, there are
vacant spaces in the train lot everyday.
And, there has not been a definitive
review of the waiting list to confirm
that all those on the list still want per-
mits. However, if there is a legitimate
need for commuter parking, the rede-
velopment plan is certainly not the op-
timum solution.

Some of my neighbors in town who
have parking permits have said the new
fees being proposed are so expensive,
that they would rather give up their
permits and go to other towns to make
their commute. Linden, for example,
has ample parking, and all of it is sur-
face parking, a solution Westfield offi-
cials should have considered much more
seriously than they have.

Westfield is a mature community
that is already fully developed. In fact,
Westfield has gone beyond full devel-
opment to the point where the town is
becoming overdeveloped. In addition
to the increased traffic from commut-
ers, congestion and speeding on our
roads will be made worse because of the
addition of the proposed retail and resi-
dential units on the south side.

There are also safety issues associ-
ated with the project as it is presently
proposed. I, for one, will not use an
enclosed parking deck if I am alone at
night. It is going to be costly and diffi-
cult, if not impossible, to provide secu-
rity for a parking structure of this type.

The town must also now deal with the
issue of affordable housing. I find it
disturbing, but not surprising, that the
plans call for all of the affordable hous-
ing to be located on the south side. And,
if affordable housing requirements are
not met, the town faces potential law-
suits. If the solution to a parking prob-
lem had been additional parking, this

would never have become an issue.
But, since residential units have been
included in the redevelopment plan,
affordable housing must now be ad-
dressed. And certainly, the addition of
residential units of any type is going to
bring additional school children to an
already over-crowded school system,
in an already over-taxed community.
We, the taxpayers, will be bearing the
burden for this.

None of this addresses the fact that
the proposed structure will overpower
the area and effectively cut the south
side off from the north side of town. I
have long believed that the concerns of
south side residents were given short
shrift by the mayor and council. If this
plan goes through, I feel there now
really will be a “wrong” side of the
tracks in Westfield.

And finally, I would like to address
the suggestion by some town council
members that rather than building two
decks simultaneously, the town should
only build the deck on the south side to
“see how it goes”. The only parking that
will help all town residents is additional
parking for shoppers and patrons of
downtown businesses. If we are going to
experiment and build only one deck, it
makes much more sense to start with the
smaller project which has the likelihood
of benefiting everyone – not just com-
muters and, of course, the developer.

It is amazing to me that the “solu-
tion” to a parking problem in Westfield
has been transformed into such a night-
mare. If these plans go forward, we will
have created blight on our beautiful
town that we will never be able to undo.

Marian Romano
Westfield

Westfielder Doesn’t Want Noisy,
Overcrowded Downtown Area

I find it very troublesome that the
DWC knows what is best for the resi-
dents of Westfield. At the recent meet-
ing on the redevelopment, they said the
viability of downtown was at risk if the
garages were not built. The garages were
required to keep the town breathing.

Is the downtown business district not
doing well? Using their logic it is doing
so well we need additional parking.
What would Vicki’s Diner do with more
customers? Have me wait even longer
to get a table. The Leader Store is so full
of merchandise there is no room to
move now.

The downtown district appears to
have struck a balance between provid-
ing good services and enough parking.
If you want to park exactly in front of
the store you are going to, good luck.
But there is parking. And if you are
willing to park at the south side parking
lot you can invite your entire family
plus some. NJ Transit built that tunnel

to be used. Commuters not people want-
ing to shop downtown use it.

Any additional building on the south
side parking area will die a miserable
death. What genius thinks a better se-
lection of stores along South Avenue
would revitalize that area? The reason
The Gap and Banana Republic chose
their current locations is because that is
“downtown.” It is the center of
Westfield. South Avenue is a road with
small businesses on it. If you have a
great business model plus a good prod-
uct and luck you will do well in
Westfield.

If those select shop owners think the
downtown district will shrivel up and
blow away if a four-story garages isn’t
built, then move. Find a town that has
garages, condos and whatever else they
think they need to support their busi-
ness. If these shop owners think the
residents of Westfield want an over
crowded, noisy downtown they are
wrong. If that were the case then there
would be a shuttle to Newark every
hour on the hour.

Richard Dobra
Westfield

Chamber of Commerce Says Net
Operating Loss Needs to Be Kept

It is Important for Women to Vote
In the Upcoming Presidential Election
On April 25, I had the privilege of

joining 46 other local residents who took
a chartered bus from Westfield to Wash-
ington, D.C. to be part of a rally in
support of a woman’s right to choose.
There, we were joined by close to one
million men and women from across the
nation of all ages and backgrounds, who
came together to peacefully express their
support for this issue. It was there in
Washington, D.C. that I learned just how
tenuous the Supreme Court decision of
Roe verses Wade currently is. A woman’s
right to choose is apparently only one
vote shy, in the current Supreme Court,
of being overturned.

More than one Supreme Court judge
may be retiring during the next few
years, leaving that appointment(s) up to
the next elected president. In addition,
very recent legislation, supported and
signed by President Bush, is a major step
in the direction of abolishing a woman’s
right to choose. The implications, for all

Americans, are profound.
I also learned that, in our last presi-

dential election, 50 million women of
voting age did not vote. One lesson we
all certainly learned from this election is
that every single vote cast, whatever
your party affiliation can and does make
a difference.

With such important issues for our
society at hand, my hope is that we all
use the power that is our right, and our
responsibility, and vote in the 2004 presi-
dential election. As a society we need to
learn from the past and move forward,
not backwards.

Roberta Fallig
Westfield

For the last two years, New Jersey
has been one of three states to dis-
courage job growth by suspending the
Net Operating Loss (NOL) provision
within the state’s tax code. Now, the
state is threatening to renege on its
promise to reinstate the NOL provi-
sion, seeking another suspension. This
could have a devastating impact on
the state’s economy. If the suspen-
sion continues, the Garden State will
be the only state not to offer job pro-
viders NOL access.

New companies, high-tech startups,
or established companies introducing
new lines usually experience losses
before their ventures prove profitable.
The NOL provision allows businesses
to stay afloat, creating jobs and im-
proving the economy.

Suspension of the NOL dispropor-
tionately hurts small businesses that

depend on the provision in their criti-
cal early years. As a result, many of
them will have to think twice before
hiring or expanding, and others may
go out of business altogether. Entre-
preneurs may refrain from starting
their businesses here and instead bring
their ideas to states that encourage
innovation and risk taking. By sus-
pending the NOL we may be forcing
tomorrow’s Microsoft or Starbucks to
create jobs and ratables elsewhere.

When the NOL suspension was
originally proposed, business people
were assured that it would only be for
two years. Legislators need to remem-
ber that there’s honor in promises
kept, dishonor in promises broken.

Joan Verplanck
President, New Jersey Chamber of

Commerce

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGES 4 & 5

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

SPBPA President Responds to Recent
Editorial on Business Associations

I appreciate the recent editorial encour-
aging local business people to become more
active in their local business association.
The Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association (SPBPA) is in its 10th
year serving the business community. I
know that many business owners do not
have a great deal of time to be involved with
the association on a day to day basis, but I
encourage all of our members to come to
one of our many social/business events
throughout the year. Between our spring
dinner-dance, various network nights, and
our holiday party, we provide many oppor-
tunities for local business people to network
with their business neighbors.

I also see some joint events with the
Fanwood Business and Professional Asso-
ciation in the near future. I frequently com-
municate with their president, Peter
Chemidlin, to coordinate our major events.
We expect to have a networking event for
both organizations some time within the
next six months and look forward to contin-
ued cooperation between the two groups.

In your editorial you touch upon the
differences between business associations
and Special Improvement Districts (SIDs).
I agree that the two organizations have
different directions, but I strongly disagree
with your portrayal of a SID being an arm
of local government composed of people
chosen by local government with a mis-
sion as directed by government. A SID, if

it is created for Scotch Plains, will be an
organization of local business people who
will set the direction of the SID. Local
business people will serve on the board of
directors with only one member of local
government on the board. The only re-
sponsibilities of our local government will
be to pass the SID ordinance, approve the
budget, and collect the additional assess-
ment from local commercial property
owners within the SID area. The SID as an
advocacy group for the business commu-
nity would work in partnership with local
government. It will be a group run by
business people for the benefit of the busi-
ness community as well as the community
of Scotch Plains as a whole. It would not be
another level of government bureaucracy.

The SID ordinance will be introduced at
the Scotch Plains open council meeting on
May 11 with the open hearing on May 25.
I encourage everyone to come to the meet-
ing or at least watch on TV-34 to learn more
about what a SID is and what it can do for
our business community and our township.

I also encourage our residents to pa-
tronize our local businesses whenever
possible. A strong and successful busi-
ness community and an improved down-
town is a benefit to our entire community.

Steve Goldberg
President SPBPA and Chairman

Scotch Plains SID Steering Committee

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on March
24, 2004 granted approval to John and
Karen Kern for a deck on the property at 3
Brohm Place, Fanwood, New Jersey being
Block 78 Lot 8.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

John and Karen Kern
3 Brohm Place

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 5/6/04, The Times Fee: $14.79

Mr. Lack Responds To
Recent Temple Letters
In response to the recent letters con-

cerning Temple Emanu-El’s rejected
variance application, Mess’rs Finestein
and Barcan of course accurately point
out every citizen’s access to the courts.
This misses the point.

The temple’s application was evalu-
ated by the Westfield Board of Adjust-
ment, which represents our community.
The temple’s case was heard, by repre-
sentatives of its neighbors, and was re-
jected. So now the temple has chosen to
sue Westfield, and by extension its neigh-
bors. This is its right. Just don’t expect
the rest of us to applaud while we finance
the temple’s exercise of its constitu-
tional right. As I said…nice neighbors.

Simon Lack
Westfield

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


