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Organic Lawn Care Needed
To Protect WF Environment
WESTFIELD – Karen Scribner,

and her team of volunteers of the
First Congregational Church are
leading a program to use organic
lawn care methods and avoid the
use of chemicals and pesticides.

According to the church, the use
of chemical pesticides and fertiliz-
ers in lawn care has more than
doubled in the Westfield commu-
nity over the past ten years. New
Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection statistics show that
pesticides used on lawns in Union
County amounts to more than 19,000
pounds of pesticides spread over
grass every year.

The church believes that the use
of pesticides, herbicides, and chemi-
cal fertilizers present a real danger
in that their use results in poisoned
rainwater runoff entering ponds and
rivers, as well as the contamination
of groundwater. Every day there is
potential for children to be exposed
to lawn chemicals that are known
carcinogens and nervous system poi-
sons.

The church feels that some of
these chemicals may be linked to
recent increases in autism, asthma,
brain cancer and learning disabili-
ties in children, who are more sus-
ceptible to poisons due to their small
size.

The Reverend Keith Jones, In-
terim Senior Minister and Pamela
Gilchrist, the Associate Minister
at First Congregational Church
praise the work of those in the
church intent on being better stew-
ards of God’s creation. They agree
that, “Our earth home is a sacred
place and we have a sacred re-
sponsibility to care for that which
God has made.”

To learn more about organic
methods in lawn care or other en-
vironmental issues, contact First
Congregational Church, (908) 233-
2494.

Additional information can be
found on the Internet at sites such as
o r g a n i c f e r t i l i z e r . c o m ;
milkyspore.com; gluten.iastate.edu/
daily and hound-dog.com.

SP-F Memorial Day Parade
To Honor WW II Veterans

SCOTCH PLAINS – The 2004
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial
Day Parade will be held on Mon-
day, May 31, featuring the theme
“The Greatest Generation – A Sa-
lute to World War II Veterans.”

The theme recognizes the Na-
tional World War II Memorial that
will be dedicated in Washington,
D.C. over Memorial Day weekend.

All Scotch Plains and Fanwood
veterans of World War II will be
honored as the collective Grand

Marshal. The Parade Committee
has extended an invitation to all
township and borough residents
who served during World War II to
participate in the 2004 parade.

Interested veterans are asked to
register with the Parade Commit-
tee by calling Toni Rollis at the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building
at (908) 322-6700, extension no.
314. Vehicles will be provided to
transport the veterans along the
parade route.

TOXIN FREE...Karen Scribner, Joe Liccese and Paula Storii from the First
Congregational Church of Westfield are pictured using organic lawn care
methods on the church grounds.

WF Planning Board and Bd. Of Adjustment:
Keeping Development Within Regulation

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Look inside the courtroom in the
Westfield Municipal Building on the
first or second Monday evening of
any given month and you will see
two very active volunteer boards
conducting their usual business.

The Westfield Planning Board, lead
by Chairman Jay Boyle, meets every
first Monday of the month to hear
testimony regarding the Westfield
Master Plan and land use ordinances.
Applications range from relief from
site plan, or land use ordinances to
major or minor sub-divisions. Appli-
cants range from major corporations,
to small business owners to Westfield
homeowners.

According to Mr. Boyle, the role
of the Planning Board “is to make
good decisions for people in town
based on the Master Plan and the
Town Use Ordinance.”

Mr. Boyle explained, “The board
tries to do what is best for everyone
and tries to be consistent on its rul-
ings.”

In addition, he noted, “Every case
is different. We try hard to focus on
one application at a time and con-
sider each case based on its own
merit.”

According to Mr. Boyle, members
of the Planning Board are appointed
by the mayor to serve a full-term,
which is four years or an alternate
can be appointed, which is a term of
two years. These, he states, are all
volunteer positions. Other members
of the board include the mayor or a
mayor’s designee, a member of the
town council, a town official and the
board’s attorney.

This year’s members include: Brian
Power, James Foerst, Bruce Long,
Russell Finestein, Esq., Mr. Boyle,
Vice-Chairman Jay McDonald, Mat-
thew Nielsen, Richard Elbert, Rob-
ert Newell and Town Engineer Ken-
neth Marsh.

In addition to their monthly meet-
ings, some members of the planning
board sit on a Site Plan Review Com-
mittee, which according to Mr. Boyle
is, “a committee that reviews appli-

cations that are coming down the
road to see if there is additional
information that the Planning Board
might need so the applicant doesn’t
have to wait another full month to
have their case heard.”

When asked about the develop-
ment of Westfield Mr. Boyle com-
mented, “Progress is not a bad thing,
as long as it is done for the better-
ment of a community and done within
the law. There are a good number of
totally conforming sub-divisions that
are binded by the law. We may not
like all of the sub-divisions, but if
they are within the law, then that is
what we have to go by. It looks like
there is a lot of development going
on because it is so concentrated in
certain areas and I think there is a lot
more development because of low
interest rates. The biggest trend we
have seen in recent years is teardowns.
They have increased in the last three
years going from approximately 10
in 2001, to 15 in 2002 to over 30 in
2003.”

These teardowns, Mr. Boyle noted,
are all conforming, but the town coun-
cil is becoming increasingly con-
cerned. He noted that the Town Plan-
ner Blais Brancheau of Robert Catlin
and Associates, is now looking at
new standards for this increasing
trend.

Mr. Boyle also stated that, “out-
side of a few major developments
with possible tear-towns, there is not
much land left to develop in
Westfield,” noting that Westfield is a
200 year-old town.

In addition to these jobs, Mr. Boyle,
as well as Town Engineer Mr. Marsh,
stated that the Planning Board is
responsible for reviewing, updating
and adopting the Town’s Master Plan
every six years, which both agree is
a very tedious but important function
of this hard working board.

In concluding his interview, Mr.
Boyle noted that members of the
planning board are good people and
take their jobs seriously. He noted
that they ask a lot of questions and
that they not only review all of the
paperwork for each case, but also

look at the sites to have a better
understanding of the applications.

Mr. Boyle also noted that, “people
who live in this town should be en-
couraged to come and speak out about
any application and ask questions if
they need to. That’s what makes the
process a democracy.”

On the second Monday of the
month the Westfield Board of Ad-
justment can be seen working hard
and hearing cases that have to do
with the zoning laws of Westfield.
This board also works within the
laws of the Land Use Ordinance, but
concentrate on zoning issues for po-
tential applicants.

Chairman Vince Wilt, who has
voluntarily served the board for over
eight years, notes that many appli-
cants are looking to put additions,
decks and porches onto their homes
and that as of recent years, “have
slightly more lot coverage that we
have seen before.”

Looking at an average monthly
agenda it is not unusual for members
of the board, who according to Mr.
Wilt, are also appointed by the mayor
to hear approximately 20 cases. Board
members review all testimony about
each case and also visit each site
before making a ruling.

Members of this year’s Board of
Adjustment include: Zoning Officer
Kathleen Neville, Board of Adjust-
ment Lawyer Vince Loughlin, Esq.,
Lori Duffy, Chris Masciale, Don
Lane, Mr. Wilt, Vice Chairman Wil-
liam Heinbokel, Frances Smith and
Larry McDermott.

Mr. Wilt states that members of
the Board of Adjustment look to see
if the applicant can prove a hardship
for relief from variances to be granted.

Mr. Wilt did note that some cases
such as the recent Temple parking lot
request are a very big issue. He stated
that the board takes all of the infor-
mation presented into consideration
as well as testimony from all resi-
dents before making a decision. He
did state that the temple is currently
appealing the ruling.

Mr. Wilt said that of the past eight
years that he has served on the board,
“requests haven’t really changed all
that much in the last few years, just
sometimes the lot coverage.” He did
note however, that there have been a
few very big applications as of recent
months, such as the Caldora Project,
whose owners are proposing to knock
down existing offices and apartments
at 143 and 147 Elmer Street and 311
Lenox Avenue to erect a three story,
14-unit apartment complex. He did
state that the board has not yet heard
the application because the owners
have postponed their case.

When asked about his first ap-
pointment to the board, Mr. Wilt
explained that he was first appointed
by former Mayor Garland “Bud”
Booth who told him “a big require-
ment for serving on the board is the
ability to say ‘no,’ even if you know
the people in front of you.”

Mr. Wilt concluded that the job for
members of the Board of Adjustment
is to rule for what is best for everyone
concerned.

Stender to Host NJ Family
Care Enrollment on May 12
SCOTCH PLAINS – Participat-

ing in a statewide effort to provide
healthcare to uninsured children,
Assemblywoman Linda Stender
will be opening her office as an
application site for the New Jersey
Family Care program on Wednes-
day, May 12.

This program assists eligible
New Jersey families obtain health
insurance for their children. The
program covers the costs of rou-
tine doctor visits, prescription
drugs, hospitalizations, lab test,
x-rays, eyeglasses and dental care.

“There are 1.7 million people
living in New Jersey without health
coverage. 210,000 are children,”
said Assemblywoman Stender. “It
is our responsibility to educate
parents on the existence of this
program and to enroll as many
eligible residents as possible.”

New Jersey Family Care cur-
rently has 99,000 children enrolled
in the program, only an estimated
60 percent of all children who are
eligible for coverage. There is still
an estimated 70,000 uninsured
children living in New Jersey that
meet the eligibility requirements.

Assemblywoman Stender’s dis-
trict office is located at 1801 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains,
New Jersey. The office will be
open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. to any
interested families. For additional
information, please call Jennifer
Mancuso at (908) 668-1900.
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