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Lady Softball Raiders Cool
Off Ridge Red Devils, 3-1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

ALI RYAN BURNS PINGRY NET WITH THREE GOALS

Pingry Lady Laxers Rattle
Blue Devils in 2nd Half, 14-7

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls’
lacrosse team demonstrated how far
they have come by out-dueling No.
11-ranked Pingry in the first half at
Tamaques Park in Westfield on April
28. Pingry raised their level of play
in the second half, erupting with
eight goals, to roll for a 14-7 victory.

Several Blue Devils assaulted the
Pingry goal in the first half. Junior
right attack winger Ali Ryan inflicted
most of the damage, firing in three
goals while adding an assist. Tri-
Captain second home Laura Shelman
(Lissie Trimble assist) and Jessica
Shor rattled the Pingry cage as each

flicked in one goal. Pingry received
three from Megan Hess, two goals
from Leslie Hynes and one from
Ashley Platt in the first half.

First-year Blue Devil Head coach
Vivian Sahyoun commented, “I feel
this game was a confidence booster.
They came into this game with a
higher level of play than I’ve ever
seen before. I knew they had it in
them and something brought it out
today. Of course I’m not happy with
the result, but the girls played their
hearts out and despite the end result,
the girls now realize their potential.”

“In the first half, I thought our
connections were really working very

well. We were looking up for each
other and finding each other and that
simply ended up in converting goals,”
explained Ryan. “My first goal came
when I just challenged their goalie
one-on-one, rolled and flicked it past
her. The second one came on a pen-
alty shot that found the lower right
hand corner. Then, my third goal came
somewhat the same way, a lower right
hand corner smash that stuck in the
rear of the net. We’re having a great
season and we all just really enjoy
being with each other. We trust each
other and we really support each other
as much as we can.”

With 30 seconds remaining in the
half, Pingry Big Blue scored to take
a, 6-5 lead to the sideline.

“It was awesome. Our offense was
clicking with lots of connection in-
side, people creating space and al-

lowing their teammates to challenge
and really take it to goal,” said
Sahyoun. “As far as midfield transi-
tion, we dominated on ground balls
and draws. All the 50-50 balls were
pretty much ours and that’s what
really allowed us possession for capi-
talizing and then scoring. Defen-
sively, communication was up. The
girls were talking, fighting for the
double teams, not allowing the at-
tack to get in there. Jackie Burns in
goal, played awesome.”

Westfield gained the initiative early
in the second half when Sara Masel
flicked an underhanded shot into the
net to tie the score, 6-6. Pingry Big

Blue came to life and, within three
minutes, struck with three unan-
swered goals to take a, 9-6 lead.

Pingry’s defense became stingy
and its double teams were successful
while Westfield gave up possession.
Big Blue maintained the initiative
and netted five more goals, three by
Christene DeNitzo.

With 31 seconds remaining, Blue Devil
Katie Cole-Kelly scored a goal with a
sidearm flick from five-yards out.

Referring to the Blue Devil effort,
Sahyoun said, “They need to play the
game for the entire 50 minutes, that
is the key. You need to be consistent
throughout the entire field, through-
out the entire game. My expectations
of the team has risen and I’m excited
about taking this entire program to
another level with a group of girls
who love to play the game.”

Devil Boy Laxers Slam
Randolph Rams, 10-8
The Westfield High School boys’

lacrosse team got back on the win-
ning track with a 10-8 victory over
No. 20 Randolph in Westfield on
April 28. Jourdan Loffredo netted
two goals and three assists for the 3-
5 Blue Devils.

Andrew Schott fired in three goals
and Brady Lau had two goals ad two
assists. Goalie Chris Zaffuto made
12 saves.

ter. There are not too many balls that
get through them or over them,” stated
Raider Head Coach Kelli Covert.
“Today we had one out in left, but she
(Manzi) will run like crazy to get that
ball. They will not advance on her.
Kelli picks up balls I don’t expect her
to get. She gets there!”

Piniat retired the first eight Red
Devils until Michelle Maher slapped
a single to rightfield in the third.
Raider catcher Shanayia Willis took
care of that situation when she gunned
down Maher attempting to steal sec-
ond. Sette made the tag.

“We have been working well to-
gether,” said Piniat of Willis. “She’s
calling the pitches. We work on how
the batters are standing. We know
where to throw it to get the batters off
the plate.”

“She definitely has the gun and the
sound effects to go with it,” said
Covert. “The louder the sound, the
harder the throw.”

In the bottom of the third, Kaskiw
looped a single over third and Sette
reached first on a force out. Sette then

pulled off a nifty delayed steal. Manzi
walked and Cianciotta clobbered her
two-run triple to remote center. Mains
followed with her RBI single to left.

“It was a little on the high side. I
just kept my weight back and did
what my batting coach taught me to
do,” Cianciotta described.

In the fifth, Ridge’s Kiera Frey
slashed a one-out single to right center
and Nock drilled a shot that nicked the
tip of Manzi’s glove in left. Frey scored,
but Manzi got to the ball quickly and
fired to third to hold Nock at second.
Sette caught a popup for out number
two then grabbed a grounder and fired
to first to end the inning.

“We’re doing wonderfully well!
Everyone is back and we are coming
together as a team,” expressed Co-
vert. “At any point in any of the
games, someone is doing something
well. I don’t think there’s one game
where someone didn’t add to what we
are doing. We couldn’t do it without
everyone out there, bench included.”
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ERRATUM:
In the sports story, “Raider Dia-

mond Boys Club Irvington Blue
Knights, 17-7,” that appeared in the
April 29 edition of The Leader and
The Times, Raider Jared Montagna’s
two doubles, a hit-by-a-pitch and an
RBI was inadvertently omitted. Also,
the person in the picture
misidentified as James Scalfaro was
Marco Giasullo. We regret the er-
rors but congratulate the Raiders for
such an impressive win.

Union County High School
Varsity Baseball Results:

APRIL 27:
Elizabeth 4, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 1

Minutemen Dave Seara and Andy
Torres each blasted a two-run homer.
Kevin Urban and John Maloney
doubled for the Raiders.

Immaculata 11, Governor
Livingston 3

Eric Feller had an RBI double for
the 7-5 Highlanders.
Union Catholic 15, Montclair Im-
maculate 5

Matt Oliveto had two singles and a
two-run triple for the 5-2 Vikings and
Mike Honeymar had three hits and
two RBI.

APRIL 28:
Westfield 16, Newark East Side 5

Mike Diaz went 3-for-3, including
a grand slam, and had six RBI for the
8-3 Blue Devils and Billy Hearon
smacked a solo blast.
Kearny 9, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
4

Kyle Baker had two hits and an
RBI for the 4-4 Raiders.

Governor Livingston 8, Caldwell 5
Kevin Wyvratt poked a two-run

single and Chris Bergeski cracked a
solo homer for 8-5 GL.
Union 5, Linden 4

Tom Cruder ripped a two-run triple
for the Farmers.

Cranford 13, Elizabeth 1
Jamar Ingram had two RBI, three

runs scored and four stolen bases for

9-3 Cranford.
APRIL 29:

Union Catholic 8, Roselle Park 2
Matt Oliveto smashed a solo home

run and had an RBI double for the 7-
2 Vikings.

APRIL 30:
Governor Livingston 15, Plainfield
5

Chris Bergeski, Kevin Wyvratt and
Jim DeCastro each hammered two-
run homers and Jason Hollowell had
three hits and two RBI for 9-5 GL.

MAY 1:
UC TOURNAMENT:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 13, Roselle
Park 1

James Scalfaro pitched a five-in-
ning two-hitter. Ed Zazzali, John
Maloney and Jared Montagna each
homered. Zazzali also thumped a
two-run triple.
Union Catholic 8, Linden 6

Peter Rivera had three RBI and
Brandon Garcia homered for the 8-2
Vikings.

Cranford 10, Dayton 0
New Providence 7, Summit 2
Johnson 11, Governor Livingston 1
Roselle Catholic 5, Elizabeth 1
Union 5, Brearley 2
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Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield $659,000 Westfield                                                   $589,000

Westfield $819,900 Scotch Plains                                             $819,900

Classic colonial.  4 bedrooms, 2.1 baths with family room addition
and eat-in kitchen.  Large lot backs protected woods.  WSF0352

Craftsman style colonial.  Quality built.  Sun-filled living room,
gracious formal dining room, eat-in kitchen, family room.  WSF0189

In the heart of Wychwood.  4 bedroom colonial with 3 fireplaces,
family room off kitchen, 2.1 baths, master suite & more.  WSF0314

Fabulous center hall colonial set on a knoll.  Living room fireplace,
sunny den, formal dining room w/built-ins, 5 bedrooms.  WSF3049

Spacious 4/5 bedroom expanded ranch nestled in the Watchung
Reservation.  1st floor master, eat-in kitchen, finished basement.
WSF3050

Delightful, charming colonial.  4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, large eat-in
kitchen, family room w/fireplace.  Short walk to NY trans.  WSF0149

Westfield                                                   $869,000

Scotch Plains                                            $425,000

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT THE PLATE…Ridge catcher Heather Mendez puts the tag
on Raider Lauren Mains at the plate in the fifth inning. The Raiders defeated
the Red Devils, 3-1.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUT-DUELING EL PINGRY BLUES…Blue Devil junior attack winger Ali
Ryan, No. 10, and Sara Masel, No. 9, outmaneuver a host of defenders. Ryan
assaulted the Pingry net with three goals and Masel flicked in one.


