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KONCEN GOES 4-FOR-4, HAS 4 RBI

Viking Baseballers Rap
Roselle Rams, 16-2
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No mercy, with the exception of
the five-inning mercy rule, was of-
fered by the 6-2 Union Catholic High
School baseball team in its, 16-2,
thrashing of Roselle in the prelimi-
nary round of the Union County Tour-
nament on April 28 in Scotch Plains.
Viking junior Andy Koncen led the
16-hit assault, going 4-for-4 with
two doubles and four RBI while scor-
ing a run.

The Viking pitching trio of Pete
Rivera, Rich Gutierrez and Brandon
Garcia, respectively, combined for
nine strikeouts while yielding two
singles and three walks. Rivera sat
down all six Rams he faced, striking
out four, before being relieved by
Gutierrez who pitched the third and
fourth innings. Garcia walked to the
mound in the fifth and slammed the
door, fanning two and walking one.

“We think our pitching staff is the
strongest part of our club. Defense is
second and offense is third,” ex-
pressed Viking Head Coach Jim
Reagan, Jr. “Koncen is our No. 1.
He’s a 6’4” lefty. Peter Rivera is 3-1.
He throws the ball real hard and is
going to NJIT next year to play ball.
Rick throws a lot of off-speed, a lot
of curve balls to keep guys off-bal-
ance. Garcia, who is probably our
most complete player, throws the
ball pretty hard. We are always work-
ing on consistency with him throw-
ing strikes.”

“We have a pretty good pitching
staff,” added Koncen, who is a fine
pitcher in his own right.

Defensively, freshman third
baseman Chris Whittemore displayed
two fine fielding plays and speedster
Steve Farawell made a nice snag in
centerfield.

“Chris did a real nice job,” noted
Reagan, who added, “He’s one of our
top hitters.”

In addition to Koncen, Whittemore
had a hot bat with two singles and a
double, two RBI, two stolen bases
and four runs scored. Farawell had a
triple and a single and two runs scored
and Garcia rapped a double and a
single, scored three runs and had two
RBI. Mike Honeymar poked two
singles, stole two bases and scored
once while Matt Oliveto had an RBI
double, walked and scored three runs.

The Vikings took a 5-0 lead in the
bottom of the first inning, highlighted
by Farawell’s leadoff triple and
Rivera’s two-run single. In the sec-
ond, three more Vikings plundered
home plate. Oliveto walked and stole
second, Whittemore reached on an
error and stole second, Rivera lofted
an RBI sacrifice fly, Garcia drilled
an RBI double and Koncen yanked
an RBI single.

Eleven Vikings stepped to the plate
in the third and produced six runs to
command a 14-2 lead. Oliveto con-
tributed an RBI double, Whittemore
whacked a two-run double, Koncen
lined an RBI double and Chris
Medina tapped an RBI single.

In the bottom of the fourth, the
Vikings added a two-run coating.
Rob Downer walked, Whittemore
hopped a single to right, Garcia had
an RBI groundout and Koncen
cracked an RBI single.

“I was hitting the ball pretty hard
today,” explained Koncen modestly.
“I like fastballs inside.”

Offensively, “We did a nice job.
We wanted to get on them early. We
hit the ball pretty well today,” said
Reagan.
Roselle 002 00 2
Union Catholic 536 2x 16

CHAPLA FANS 10, BELOTTA TAPS RBI

Softball Vikings Win 10th,
Dry Up Bound Brook, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior pitcher Danielle Chapla
boosted her record and her team’s
record to 10-0 as the Union Catholic
High School softball team nipped
Bound Brook, 1-0, in Scotch Plains
on April 29. Chapla scored the win-
ning run in the bottom of the second
inning when teammate Angela
Belotta slapped an RBI single to
right centerfield.

Chapla, who notched 10 strikeouts,
walked only one and yielded two
singles, allowed only two balls to reach
the outfield – one a pop fly to right that
was mishandled and the other a loop-
ing single over first base. The other
single was a slow roller to short.

Crusader pitcher Christy Gianella
did a fine job also, fanning six Vi-
kings, walking four and permitting
four singles. Her only jeopardy came
in the second inning when she yielded
two singles and two walks. Chapla
hopped a single past second. Megan
Seamster walked, Chapla stole third,
Elizabeth McGonigle walked and
Belotta slapped her RBI single.

“It’s no secret, 10 games into the
season, we just have to hit the ball
better,” said a concerned Viking Head
Coach Jim Revel. “We are getting
good pitching. Our defense is okay,
but you can’t keep going out there
and trying to win with just one or two
runs. We had a couple of games
where I thought we were breaking
out. The top of the lineup has been
hitting well, so hopefully, it’s just a
one game deal. Steiner, Whittemore,
DePalma and Chapla have been our
most consistent hitters, but they need

some help. Today, Belotta had the hit
that won the game. That’s a good
thing!”

The 5-3 Crusaders’ only threat
came in the top of the first, with one
out, when Maria Orellana walked
and sped to third when Gianella’s
pop fly was dropped. Chapla
promptly fanned the next two batters
to douse the threat.

Chapla, who was a master at keep-
ing the ball on the ground by throw-
ing many low balls, said, “That’s the
plan. That’s what Ashley
(Whittemore) calls and that’s what I
throw. Ashley calls a very good game.
We work very well together. I work
on my control. I go to my pitching
coach, coach Mac (Jim MacDonald).
He’s my pitching doctor.”

Viking Casey DePalma hopped a
single past second in the third inning
and Michele Simpson got the fourth
hit with a little looper into right field
in the fifth inning. In the top of the
fifth, Viking catcher Whittemore
gunned down Crusader base runner
Dorothy Jefferson on an attempted
steal of second.

“We all give our best out here. It’s
a team effort,” expressed Chapla.

Looking down the road, to the
Union County Tournament, the Vi-
kings who received the fifth seed
may have the opportunity to meet
top-seeded Roselle Park and pitch-
ing ace Becky Riccitelli in the semi-
finals.

“It’s going to be a very good game.
We have a tough team this year,”
Chapla predicted.
Bound Brook 000 000 0 0
Union Catholic 010 000 x 1

FLANNERY HOMERS; GOES 3-F0R-3

Patriot Softballers Jolt
Lady Blue Devils, 6-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore designated hitter
MaryKate Flannery went 3-for-3, in-
cluding a solo home run in the first
inning, unfortunately later costly
mistakes and a Blue Devil hitting
drought led the Colonia High School
softball team to a 6-1 triumph over
host Westfield on April 29. Patriot
pitcher Alison Tongo held the Blue
Devils to five hits, struck out five and
did not issue a walk. Blue Devil
Lauren Gelmetti allowed 11 hits,
struck out three and walked none.

“I’m disappointed with their of-
fense effort. We looked at too many
pitches that were good and when we
put the ball in play, they made mis-
takes and we got that one run out of
it,” said Blue Devil Head coach Tara
Pignoli. “I really thought coming out
here, it was going to be a, 1-0, 2-1
game, but it wasn’t anything like
that. Defensively, I think we just
pushed too much and we went for the
lead runner when we shouldn’t have.
They’re trying to make big plays
instead of keeping it simple and
making the right play.”

The 7-3 Blue Devils jumped to a,
1-0 lead in the bottom of the first
when Flannery rifled a two-one pitch
into centerfield. Capitalizing on her
phenomenal speed, Flannery flew
around the base paths for an inside-
the-park homer.

“They didn’t back up and they just
kept overthrowing it,” said Flannery.
“I just kept looking behind me and
seeing that the ball was behind me. I
just kept on running. I felt I was
running as fast as I ever did before. It
really felt great.”

Westfield first baseman Jen Frost,
Gelmetti and senior catcher Lauren
Musacchia prevented additional Pa-
triot runs with the three slick infield

putouts in the top of the third.
“You must think one step ahead,”

said Musacchia of the mentality, func-
tion and leadership behind the plate.
“When you’re getting all that infor-
mation, you need to process it. You
then put it all together and hopefully
have everything mesh and try to make
it come together. It’s a lot more fun
back there when you’re going after
the girls, regardless whether you’re
winning or losing, although when
you’re winning you just have that
extra oomph and confidence. I know
Gelmetti is a lot more comfortable in
her pitches with a nice size lead and
it helps her being more consistent.
Everything is flowing; you feel ev-
erything coming together. When
you’re behind, it’s a lot harder to gain
momentum and you need to dig
deep.”

The Patriots scored twice in the
top of the fourth on back-to-back
singles, Susan Gelesky’s RBI double
and a sacrifice fly. Three additional
Patriot runs trampled the plate in the
sixth on four hits, including a two-
run double off the stick of Tanya
Szczepansla, and an infield miscue.

One more Patriot scored in the on
a bases-loaded RBI single by Eliza-
beth Mahr.

“Gelmetti pitched great in the be-
ginning of the game,” summarized
Pignoli. “She really shut them down
while our infield was sharp and tight.
Then, when we got pressured, we
should have kept it simple. Instead
we made aggressive mistakes. We
were going to third, to second, and
the throws were a little too late.
These are kids who have very high
expectations. They expect to make
the play and sometimes they try to do
too much.”
Colonia 000 203 1 6
Westfield 100 000 0 1

 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Expect More 
 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD LEVEL 2003   

This charming 7 Room Colonial home on a quiet Westfield 

street offers an updated Kitchen, Family Room, 2 fireplaces, 
Living Room with cathedral ceiling, hardwood floors, Screened 
Porch and fenced yard with deck.            Offered for $699,900. 

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090      

Elegant is this 8 room Cape Cod home in Westfield.  It boasts a 
gourmet Eat-in Kitchen, luxurious new baths, sauna, steam shower, 
wet bar, 4 fireplaces and rear yard inspired by the Beverly Hills Hotel 
and overlooking the Park.  (WSF0397)         Offered for $1.2 Million              

This charming 9 Room English Colonial home is located on a 
tree-lined Westfield street close to schools, downtown and 
NYC transportation. It boasts an updated Eat-in Kitchen, 
formal Dining Room, Living Room with fireplace, Family 
Room, Recreation Room, fenced yard, hardwood floors, 3 new 
Bathrooms and more!  (WSF 0388)           Offered for $729,900. 

This completely renovated, custom built 4 Bedroom Cottage style 
home is nestled in the heart of the prestigious Gardens section of 
Westfield. Exemplifying quality craftsmanship and magnificent 
appointments, this fine home represents the ideal combination of 
classic detail and modern convenience and luxury.  Call today for 
elevations and plans.  (WSF 0386)                 Offered for $1.5 Million 

 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRILLING A GROUNDER TO THIRD…Viking Brittany Steiner drills a
grounder to third in the third inning against Bound Brook.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG DAY WITH THE “METAL STICK”…Viking Andy Koncen went 4-for-4
with two doubles and four RBI in the Union County game against Roselle. The
Vikings routed the Rams, 16-2, in five innings.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STORMING INTO THIRD…Blue Devil pitcher Lauren Gelmetti not only
pitched a great game, but made use of her ‘metal stick’ with a lead-off double.
Despite her efforts, Westfield fell to Colonia, 6-1 on April 29.


