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GORSKI, WOODS SET POLE VAULT RECORD; GIRLS PLACE ‘ACROSS BOARD’

Blue Devil Girls Reach Goal Number 1,
Capture UC Track & Field Relay Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five years in the making, but the
Westfield High School (WHS) girls
track and field team attained one of
its goals by capturing the Union
County Relay (UCR) crown at Hub
Stine Field in Plainfield on May 1.
The Blue Devil girls, with a total of
80.5 points, placed in every event but
the team pole vault and won two
events to beat out a highly improved
Summit team that placed second with
57 points. Elizabeth won the boys
title with 66 points, Governor
Livingston tied for second with
Cranford at 48, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) placed fifth at 40 and
Westfield finished eighth at 36.

In a preseason interview with The
Leader and The Times (April 1 edi-
tion), Blue Devil girls Head Coach
Nancy Carpenter said, “The goal of
ours is to develop each aspect of the
team. You can have all the runners in
the world, but if you don’t have any
representation out there, jumping or
throwing, you will win some, but
you may not win it all. We’re looking
to win it all!”

That “across the board” talent made
the difference, since Summit per-
formed very well in the middle and
long distance events but struggled in
the field.

Blue Devils Ja’net Tiller (200),
Jennell Carter (200), Mika Cruz (400)
and anchor Emily MacNeil (800)
took top honors in the sprint medley
relay, finishing in 4:21.1. MacNeil
had to make up a 30-meter deficit but
did so with 100 meters to go.

“We wanted to stay near the whole
race, which we did. Ja’net and Jennell
got out and Mika got herself out
there in the 400. I didn’t want to go
out too hard. I tried to gradually
catch up. After I moved in second, I
used my kick to pass first,” MacNeil
described.

Carter, Meg Driscoll, Annie Onishi
and MacNeil put it together in the

4x400 to take first in 4:09. In the
Distance Medley Relay (DMR),
MacNeil (1200), Driscoll (400),
Onishi (800) and Deenie Quinn
(1600) placed second with a time of
13:04.4 to Summit, anchored by
freshman running machine Samantha
Lee, who crossed in 12:48.7. Raiders
Laura Harrison, Samantha Gates, Aja
Bundy and Mary Shashaty placed
fourth at 13:18.3. The Blue Devils

knew they had a formidable task at
hand since the Summit girls won the
DMR at the Blue Devil Relays on
April 17.

“The only change we made when
we ran 12:58 at Hillsborough was
that Deenie ran the half and Annie
ran the mile,” said Blue Devil dis-
tance coach Jen Buccino.

Blue Devils Miriam Becker-
Cohen, Anne Wisler, Driscoll and

Onishi finished second to Summit in
the 4x800 with a time of 10:14.3.
Summit finished in 10:00, one sec-
ond off the course record.

“We just have to go out there and
give it all we can do,” commented
Driscoll. “We did well. The gap got
a little big. We tried to close it. We
did everything we could.”

Blue Devils Caroline Sheridan,
Alison Petrow and Christina Henry

took second in the team shot put at
94’7.75”; Sheridan, Nicole Simone
and Olena Borkowsky placed second
in the javelin at 265’6”; and Amanda
Nehring, Britany Mironovich and
Emily Perry tied for fourth in the
high jump at 14 feet– all WHS
records. Sheridan shoved the shot a
personal best 33’6.75” and tossed
the javelin 94’9”. Led by Cruz, with
a leap of 14’7”, Cruz, JoAnn Mathew

and Ali Rodino placed third in the
long jump at 43’4.25”. Westfield also
took sixth in the discus at 236 feet.

Governor Livingston’s Teresa
Cavallaro, Laura Ronner, Veena
Venkatachalam and anchor Chris-
tine McCurdy crossed first in the
shuttle hurdles with a time of 1:06.9.
Beginning one hurdle behind
Rahway, McCurdy looked smooth
clearing the hurdles, using no wasted
movements, to make up the ground.
Westfield placed fourth at 1:12.8.

“I felt faster than I usually feel. I

CIANCIOTTA RAPS 2-RUN TRIPLE; MAINS, 2 HITS, RBI

Lady Softball Raiders Cool
Off Ridge Red Devils, 3-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Showing progressively improving
control and feeling more confident
with her defense, Raider pitcher
Elaine Piniat permitted no walks,
struck out three and yielded just four
hits en route to a, 3-1, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School softball vic-
tory over 6-6 Ridge in Scotch Plains
on April 30. Junior Taylor Cianciotta,
with a convincing two-run triple, and
freshman Lauren Mains, with an RBI
single, netted all three of the 8-3
Raiders’ runs in the bottom of the
third inning.

Analyzing her and the team’s
progress, Piniat said, “I started off
(this season) a little shaky but it all
came together. The team held strong.
We’ve progressed a lot.”

The Raiders, who put together
seven hits, were making contact with
the ball and recorded only one
strikeout. Mains finished with two
hits, as did senior Laura Manzi who
also added a walk and a run scored.
Leadoff batter Kelli Kaskiw contrib-
uted a single and Piniat provided an
infield single.

The Raiders’ middle infield was
defensively stubborn and the speed
of the outfielders made it difficult for
the Red Devils to find an opening.

Sophomore shortstop Melissa Sette
had a hand in 10 of the 21 putouts,
including a fine diving snag in the
first inning. Second baseman
Cianciotta figured in four putouts,
including fine coverage of first on a
bunt.

With such a strong infield, Piniat
commented, “It makes me feel very
confident. I know they are behind me
and I know they are going to do
everything they can. I just throw the

ball. They hit it and the fielders will
get it.”

Centerfielder Kaskiw made a fine
running catch in the fourth inning
and Manzi, with her speed in left,
prevented Red Devil Katie Nock from
getting more than a double.

“I know that all the outfielders are
going to be there to catch the ball,”
noted Piniat.

“We are very strong, left and cen-
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RICCIUTI WINS 4TH, WICHOSKI WHACKS 3-RUN HR

Blue Devils Erupt to Topple
Cardinal Nine, 11-8, in UCT

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Realizing the potential of an upset
and Plainfield’s “came to play” atti-
tude along with a 6-0 lead early in the
game, the third-seeded Westfield High
School baseball team kept focus and
rocked the Plainfield Cardinals, 11-8,
in the first round of the Union County
Tournament in Westfield on May 1.
Rightfielder Ken Wichoski shifted the
tide for the Blue Devils by rocking an
outside fastball over the 352-sign in
leftfield for a three-run homer in the
third inning.

“We had a little bit of an uneasi-
ness in our stomachs, because
Plainfield had beaten us last time.
They jumped right on us,” said Blue
Devil Head coach Bob Brewster.
“They got a couple of base hits right
away and got ahead in the game. Last
year we got wiped out badly by Lin-
den in the first round, so this was a
whole new situation for a lot of our
inexperienced kids and they had to
rise to the occasion. I think coming
back from a, 6-0 deficit says a lot.
They came right back and scored all
those runs and that helped them an
awful lot. I think that will pay off for
us later in the tournament.”

Starting pitcher Tom Ricciuti tossed
108 pitches in six-plus innings to earn
his fourth victory. Additionally, he

accounted for three hits.
“I don’t think I have ever seen him

get flustered. He was behind early,
gave up five unearned runs in the
second and just tells himself that he’s
got to buckle down and get the job
done. He then goes out there and
shuts them down allowing us to get
back into the game. That was the
key,” said Brewster.

The Cardinals took a 1-0 lead in

the top of the first inning on a single,
a free pass and an RBI single by
Aaron Hale. It appeared as if the
Blue Devils were going to blow the
game wide open in the second when
Sam Kim worked a walk, Mike Diaz
singled and Wichoski laid down a
super bunt to load the bases but three
force plays slammed the door shut.

The Cardinals took advantage of
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEGINNING THE FINAL LEG…Blue Devil Deenie Quinn, left, begins the
final leg of the distance medley relay after receiving the baton from Annie
Onishi. The Blue Devils placed second in the event with a time of 13:04.4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOARING LIKE A BIRD…Raider Lance Thomas gets a lot of elevation and
completes this long jump with a leap of 19’4.5”.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NO STOPPING THIS GUY…Coming in hard to the plate and scoring is Blue
Devil Ken Wichoski. Additionally, the Blue Devil rightfielder cracked a fastball
over the 352-ft sign for a three-run homer.


