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Rep. Ferguson Addresses
Homeland Security, Tax Cuts

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Congressman Mike Ferguson rep-
resents New Jersey’s seventh district
in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. The Congressman discussed
how issues of homeland security and
job creation trickle down to New
Jersey and its seventh district.

“The two biggest issues that we’re
focused on for Westfield and Union
County are not all that different from
the issues I’m working on for the
district and for the country,” Rep.
Ferguson said. “They are, number
one, ensuring our homeland security
to make sure that we prevent the
devastation of another terrorist at-
tack. And number two, to ensure we
can do everything possible in Wash-
ington to help our economy to con-
tinue to grow and create opportuni-
ties for people around our area.”

Congressman Ferguson said there
are lots of different ways he is trying
to achieve both of these goals: First,
Ferguson said homeland security and
the war on terror will be aided by a
free and democratic Iraq following
the eradication of terrorist cells that
have worked to destroy the U.S.

“The war on Iraq is a vital com-
ponent to the war on terror,” Rep.
Ferguson said. “The U.S.’s efforts
to establish and maintain a stable
democracy there is no small task,
but is crucial to making sure we
continue to destroy the terrorist
networks that have brought so much
damage and harm to Americans
and Spaniards and folks all around
the world.”

The federal  budget,  which
passed last week, increased fund-
ing for veteran’s benefits by 15
percent, a huge increase. The bud-
get included an increase in de-
fense spending to support Ameri-
can troops to make sure they have
the training, equipment, and pro-
tection they need.

“We included a hefty increase in
homeland security spending, bor-
der control, first responders for bio
terrorism defense,” Rep. Ferguson
said. “All of these are top priorities
specifically for us in New Jersey
because we saw firsthand the de-
struction and death caused by ter-
rorists on our own soil. Homeland
security and the war on terror is
clearly a top priority. I’ve been
standing shoulder-to-shoulder with
President Bush in his efforts to
secure our homeland and to keep
our families and our communities
and our kids safe from those who
would seek to do us harm.”

Increased Washington funding trans-

lates to increased fire safety, protec-
tion and arms for police officers and
training for bio- terrorism on a local
level in Union County and in Westfield.

“These additional grants, a number
of them in our district alone, have been
made available to local fire depart-
ments because we’ve increased that
funding here in Washington. Our fire
fighters, our first responders, are on the
frontlines for securing our homeland
and we need to support them. That’s
what we’re doing; we’re keeping that
commitment here in Washington.”

The other initiative Rep. Ferguson
is working to secure, which impacts
the seventh district, is the status and
recovery of an economy that was in
recession when Rep. Ferguson and
President Bush came to office in 2000.

“The first thing we knew we needed
to do was cut people’s taxes,” Rep.
Ferguson said. We believe, and I be-
lieve, that people can spend their own
money better than government can. I
think the more money people have in
their own pockets they will be able to
save and invest and spend to care for
their families, children, parents, grand-
parents, education, or healthcare.

“That is one of the reasons why our
economy is now growing. We are work-
ing hard to get our companies and corpo-
rations back on their feet so they can be
in a position to hire more workers.”

Rep. Ferguson said his efforts to
cut taxes and create an environment
more conducive for companies to
hire new workers have been made
more complicated by the “folks in
Trenton who want to raise taxes.”
Rep. Ferguson said that the seventh
district, in particular, benefits from
tax relief, which in turn stimulates
economic growth and job creation.

Rep. Ferguson also spoke of tax
relief creating jobs and opportunities
for New Jersey’s families. Congress-
man Ferguson voted to reduce income
tax rates for every American who pays
income taxes and double the per-child
tax credit to $1,000, which he feels
would directly impact the seventh dis-
trict and many families in Union
County.

“It’s one of the best things we’ve
done since I’ve been in Congress ($1000
per child tax cut),” the congressman
said. “We’ve doubled the per child tax
credit from $500 to $1000 per child.
That has a huge impact on families. I
visited with two families in our district
with four children each. One family
lived in Hillsborough and was in the
midst of moving because they needed
more room and a bigger house. Their
rebate check last year was $1200 be-
cause of the expansion of the per child
tax credit.”

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FROM THE DAYS OF YORE…This home on Wychwood Road was built in
1784 by Anza Ball, a relative of George Washington, in Maplewood, but was
later moved to Wychwood.

Nature Trail Ride to be
Offered at Watchung Stable

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation are
proud to announce that  the
Watchung Stables and the Trailside
Nature and Science Center are join-
ing together to offer the county’s
first “Nature Trailride” on Thurs-
day evening, May 13, from 6 to
7:30 p.m.

Participants, ages nine and older,
are invited to explore the Watchung
Reservation in a new and exciting
way – on horseback! A park natu-
ralist from Trailside will point out
the sights and sounds of local wild-
life and highlight interesting plants
and wildflowers along the way.
The group will visit Lake Surprise
to search for local waterfowl, and
meander through the woods and
fields to discover animals that are
active at dusk. Listen for a chorus
of spring peeper frogs; learn to
identify poison ivy, and other flora
and fauna along the trail.

“I’m pleased to announce that
Union County is able to provide
another level of program experi-
ence for our residents to enjoy,” said
Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada.

No horseback riding experience
is necessary; the ride will take
place at a walking pace only. After
the ride, light refreshments will be
provided by members of the
Watchung Stables Auxiliary Club.

Pre-registration is required due
to space limitations. The fee for
the Nature Trailride is $30 per
person for Union County residents
and $40 per person for non-county
residents. Registration is in-per-
son only at the Watchung Stables,
located at 1160 Summit Lane in
Mountainside.

For further information, please
call the Watchung Stables at (908)
789-3665 or the Trailside Nature
and Science Center at (908) 789-
3670. Both facilities are operated
by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Fanwood Planning Board
Hears Devel. Aplication

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An application for a major site
plan for a development on the corner
of South Avenue and First Street was
heard before the Fanwood Planning
Board at their April 28 meeting.

The proposed development in-
cludes a Victorian-style, two and
three-story building, with commer-
cial, retail and residential units. The
plan calls for the existing, single-
family homes on two lots to be de-
molished. The proposed building
conforms to all ordinances, except
adequate parking. The developers,
the Messercola Brothers, are apply-
ing for a parking variance.

Robert Kraus, of Lieb, Kraus,
Grispin and Roth, of Scotch Plains,
attorney for the developer, presented
artist’s renderings and site plans to
the board and the public as he de-
scribed the development’s features.

The building, which is divided into
two sections, includes one three-story
section and another two-story sec-
tion. The sections are externally at-
tached, with a contiguous roofline,
but not internally connected. This
type of construction was necessary
due to the natural slope of the land,
Mr. Kraus explained.

The footprint of the building is
3,500 sq. feet per floor with a maxi-
mum roof height of 36.5 feet. The 12
apartments range in size from 1,262
sq. ft. to 1,922 sq. ft. There will be
commercial renters on the ground
floor of the two-story section and
retail establishments on the ground
floor of the three-story section. The
12 apartments would be spread out
over the second and third floors and
would be individually owned. The
plan would comply with all Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH) ob-
ligations, if need be.

The plan proposes 48 parking
spaces, which Mr. Kraus argued
would be adequate for any combina-
tion of retail, commercial and resi-
dential occupancy, although under
the number required by ordinance.
The exact number of required spaces
would be contingent on the type of
future occupants. Mr. Kraus stated
that the builders did not have any
retail or commercial occupants lined

up, as of yet, however, the develop-
ers would commit to no food estab-
lishments. Deliveries would be made
by small trucks or vans, through rear
entrances.

When asked about the lack of any
grassy, recreational areas, Mr. Kraus
explained to the board that the units
were designed to attract commuters,
who could utilize nearby, public parks
for recreational use.

Testimony was heard from the
building’s architect, Rocco
Campanella of Raritan. Mr.
Campanella described the design in
greater detail and fielded questions
from the public. Several residents
from the neighborhood had ques-
tions regarding the impact that the
proposed development might have
on their privacy, on traffic and on
potential runoff and subsequent
flooding in their yards.

Town engineer, Richard Marsden
told the residents that he would re-
view the plans and recommend con-
ditions that would mitigate any po-
tential run-off caused by the addition
of impervious areas, such as trenches
or other retention devices.

Board members asked the archi-
tect to return with rear and side-view
renderings, to enable the board and
the public a view of the development
from the perspective of adjacent
homes. Ample landscape buffering
would also be provided, Mr. Kraus
said.

Site Engineer Edward Dec of
Kenilworth also testified. Questions
arose regarding which street the
building fronted onto as well as ques-
tions regarding the incomplete trans-
fer of the title and ownership of one
of the existing properties. At the
suggestion of the Board Attorney
Robert Mega, Board Chairman Gre-
gory Cummings suspended Mr. Dec’s
testimony until the matter of title and
ownership could be finalized.

Contingent on this matter being
resolved, the board will hear the
continuation of the application at
their next scheduled meeting on
Wednesday, May 26. Testimony will
also be presented from a landscape
architect, a traffic engineer and a
professional planner at subsequent
meetings.

The Wychwood Section
Of WF, Rich With History

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Growing up in Kentucky, Arthur
Rule wanted to be an artist; the
Wychwood section of Westfield be-
came his masterpiece according to a
book about Wychwood.

Though the only copy of the book
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
P l a i n s - Fa n w o o d
Times was able to ob-
tain was a photocopy,
and the author is un-
known, it appears to
be the original sales
book for the develop-
ment.

Though Mr. Rule
was the driving force
behind the develop-
ment of Wychwood,
his son Arthur Rule, Jr.
worked full time on
the project. The junior
Rule directed the sales
program and worked on the engi-
neering aspects, turning architect
Bernhardt Müller’s designs into re-
ality.

The senior Rule resided on Wood-
land Avenue, while the junior Rule
lived in the gatehouse.

Designed in the 1920s the idea of
Wychwood was to have older archi-
tecture, giving it a nostalgic feel.
Properties were designed to be set
apart from one another and a relax-
ing atmosphere was desired.

Area residents recognize South
Gate for its two unique gatehouses.
Built in 1928, the gatehouses were
not meant to be the architectural
keynote of the development. Re-

search does not show a North Gate
entrance, though markings on an old
aerial photograph show a west gate
entrance at Woodland Avenue and an
east gate at Springfield Avenue.

Mr. Rule moved historic homes
into Wychwood. The oldest homes
in the immediate area are 415 Wood-
land Avenue, which was built 1771,

and 1011 Wychwood
Road, which was built
in 1785.

Claas Ariance Sip
built the Sip Manor
house, now located on
Cherry Lane, in 1664.
The house was moved
piece by piece from
what is now Jersey
City to Wychwood.

Gallows Hill got its
name on January 29,
1782 when James
Morgan was hung for
the assassination of

Reverend James Caldwell.
Three homes were built for the

Bristol family at the highest part of
Wychwood, nicknamed Bristol Hill,
but better known as Kimball Circle.
In clear weather, New York City’s
skyline was visible from the proper-
ties.

“So Wychwood is dedicated to
fostering the daydreams of child-
hood – fairy tales and legends; woods
and flowers; birds and little ani-
mals; sunshine and rain; moon and
starlight; school and holidays;
games, parties, birthdays – and those
glamorous distant years when these
youngsters will be grown up and do
just as they please!”

The gate house formerly
owned by Arthur Rule, Jr.

SAGE to Mark 50th Year
With Celebration May 15

SUMMIT — SAGE, a private, not-
for-profit organization that has pro-
vided eldercare services since 1954,
will mark its 50th anniversary with a
celebration on Saturday, May 15.

Entitled “At the Hop,” it will take
place from 7 to 11 p.m. at the Oratory
Prep School, located at 1 Beverly
Road in Summit. The event will fea-
ture a 1950s theme, including a his-
torical display, disk jockey, dancing,

an Elvis impersonator, contests, prizes,
a barbecue, silent auction and tricky
tray. Tickets are $60 each.

SAGE currently serves older citi-
zens and their families in Union,
Morris, Essex and Somerset counties.
The organization is in the process of
building a new, state-of-the-art facil-
ity on Broad Street in Summit. To
order tickets or for more information,
please call (908) 273-5550.


