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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Horace R. Corbin and Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
CITIZEN CAUCUS…Left, about two dozen Westfield residents meet at the Sumner home last Sunday to formalize the creation of WE CARE (Westfielders
Concerned About Responsible Redevelopment) and to select officers. Spokesman for the group, Jim Abate, states that WE CARE has several hundred supporters
on their E-mail system, and they seek to expand to over one thousand residents who oppose the redevelopment proposal of HKT Nassua and as advanced by
Westfield municipal government. Mr. Abate says that the group is a not affiliated with any political party, and that it is interested in the vision and future of
Westfield. They can be contacted by e-mail at info@westfieldredevelopment.com or by calling (908) 928-0282. Right, Robert Powell presents the first draft of
financials to the council and over 50 residents, a high turnout for a conference session.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
WAITING FOR SPRING…A bicycler pauses last Saturday afternoon at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield. In a relaxed
and patient mood, he seems to be ready, as most Westfielders, for the full beauty of spring and the disappearance of winter.

John Wohlrab Sworn In
As County Freeholder

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders swore in the newest
member, John Wohlrab, on March 18.

Freeholder Wohlrab, a business-
man from Linden, replaces Nicholas
Scutari, who departed the board last
month to concentrate on his duties as
state senator. Senator Scutari was in
attendance at the swearing-in cer-
emony, as was Linden Mayor John
Gregorio.

Charlotte DeFilippo, Chairwoman
of the Union County Democratic
Committee, introduced Freeholder
Wohlrab to the audience. Referring
to the approaching inclement
weather, she commented that he was

joining the board as freeholder, “and
bringing 6 to 8 inches of snow at
midnight.”

After the swearing-in ceremony,
Freeholder Wohlrab made some brief
remarks, consisting mainly of thank-
ing those who gave him the chance to
serve as freeholder. He also com-
mented on the diversity of the board,
in terms of what each freeholder
brings to the table.

“Each freeholder has his or her
individual talents. Collectively, our
possibilities are endless,” Freeholder
Wohlrab noted.

He added that because there was
an agenda meeting scheduled next,
there was no time for long speeches,
“Now, it’s time I get to work.”
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Goose Gassing Debate
Heats Up in County

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

As spring heats up, so, too, does
the debate over how to handle the
inevitable epidemic of Canadian
geese that has plagued area parks
and suburbs in recent years. The
controversy over how to curb the
population explosion of Canadian
geese is pitting animal rights groups
against the county, with both sides
claiming to have the better method
of solving the problem. The con-
troversy has been substantially over
the county’s decision last year to
gas thousands of geese.

According to a statement issued
by the Union County Parks Depart-
ment, from early spring to late fall,
it is estimated that over 5,000 geese
migrate into Union County parks
each day, with each goose generat-
ing between one to two pounds of
feces.

Additionally, the population of
resident geese in local parks has
grown by 15 percent a year, a statis-
tic which both sides agree on. This
glut of geese has resulted in de-
nuded grassy portions of some of
the parks, and in fecal coliform
overgrowing in the lakes and ponds,
reported the county Parks Depart-
ment.

Chuck Sigmond, Union County
Director of Parks and Recreation
told The Westfield Leader that nu-
merous park users have complained
to the department that the parks are
unusable due to the widespread
superfluity of goose droppings,
which is hazardous to walkers.
Some people also believe that the
droppings are unhealthy and un-
sanitary.

Mr. Sigmond maintained that the
majority of residents are in favor of
a goose population elimination pro-
gram in order to maintain more
user-friendly parks and to reduce
their presence on private proper-
ties.

However, Betty Butler, a spokes-
person for two animal rights groups,
the Coalition to Prevent the De-
struction of Canada Geese and the
Center for Animal Protection (CAP)
told The Leader that a survey, which
they commissioned, indicated that
the 74 percent of registered voters
are against using lethal methods
for geese control.

“The county’s program is widely
supported by residents,” said
Sebastian D’Elia, spokesperson for
Union County. “The objections are
coming from a very small percent-
age of people,” he added, “and
they are outside animal rights
groups, not local residents.”

Some of the methods employed
by the county last year to curb
resident and migratory geese in-
cluded a no feed ordinance in or-
der to deter geese from migrating
into the parks, as well as fencing,
plantings and chemicals to repel
geese from grazing on the grass,
Mr. Sigmond said.

After trying several of these
methods without success, the
county commissioned the U.S.
Department of Agriculture to bring
portable gas chambers on trucks
into county parks. Approximately
2,700 geese were rounded up,
knocked unconscious and gassed
in the trucks, their bodies disposed
of at a cost of approximately
$115,000 to local taxpayers. Those
funds went to the government
agency conducting the program.

The Coalition to Prevent the
Destruction of Canada Geese filed
a lawsuit in July, after the gassing
of the geese last year. The county,
as well as the U.S. Department of
Agriculture and the Department of
Fish and Wildlife, are named as
defendants in the suit, based on a
New Jersey statute passed in 1982
outlawing gas chambers for kill-
ing animals. The animal rights
groups are considering another law-
suit, challenging the permit pro-
cess as well.

“The extent to which the geese
suffer in these chambers is inhu-
mane,” Ms. Butler said. “And it is
ineffective. It will have to be done
every year. The cost is staggering,”
she added.

Ms. Butler also maintained that
there is no proof that goose drop-
pings are unhealthy.

She claimed that there are alter-
natives to gassing animals, which
have been employed in parks and
recreation areas in other states,
that are more successful, cost ef-
fective and humane.

Geese Peace, a non-profit or-
ganization, is focused on humane
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Thirty Mil. Dollar
Draft Unveiled

For Parking Decks
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After Tuesday night’s regular con-
ference session developer Robert
Powell of HKT Nassau presented
their draft financial analysis for the
parking deck-redevelopment
projects.

Mr. Powell presented some
changes to the project plan. The 17
apartments that were proposed for
Prospect Street have been changed
to 11 units for sale condominiums.

He also proposed to eliminate
9,000 square feet of retail on South
Avenue and to instead have 18 rental
apartments in a four story, 44-foot
tall configuration.

The council, said Mayor Gregory
McDermott, had raised concerns re-
garding the type of retail that was
proposed to go in on South Avenue.
Council members also hoped that
the choices for new retail businesses
would complement, rather than com-
pete with existing businesses.

Mayor McDermott said that the
council would like to see retail there
to draw more shoppers to South Av-
enue.

Mr. Powell responded that part of
the reason for the change was the loss
of rental units on Prospect Street,
and also because of traffic and park-
ing concerns associated with retail
businesses.

Nine affordable housing units have
also been added, bringing the total
number of rental units to 98. Two
affordable housing units would be
added to Elm Street and seven to
South Avenue.

Mr. Powell said that these units
would be constructed so that they are
indistinguishable from the rest. He
said that rental fees for a two-person
family could be $600 for an apart-
ment that would typically go for
$1,800, which generates a yearly
$60,000 to $70,000 per year loss for
the developer. He noted that afford-
able housing was not included as a
requirement in the original Request
for Proposal (RFP).

Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst asked how the low-income
housing affects the school impact
study.

Mr. Powell responded that the num-
ber of bedrooms the units will have is
open for discussion.

In the financial report, several as-
sumptions are made. First, it is assumed
that both parking decks operate at ca-
pacity, and that in three years parking
rates are increased by 10 percent.

It is also included in the equation
that the $600,000 currently used
from parking revenue to offset the
operating budget must be recouped
through the decks. It is also as-
sumed that the town will sell HKT
Nassau the land where condos would
be for $2.3 million and lease the rest
of the land. It is also included that
the construction price would be
$16,000 per space bringing the total
project cost to $30,731,776. Main-
tenance was calculated by $300 per
space per year.

“If you look at all the revenue

sources…the most secure are the
land rent and PILOT (Payments In
Lieu of Taxes) payments,” Mr.
Powell said.

With these numbers the decks do
not turn a profit until year seven,
according to First Ward Council-
man Sal Caruana. He said that the
decks lose $400,000 per year for the
first three years until the rates in-
crease.

Councilman Caruana said, “If we
borrow from the sale of assets to
fund the deficit…we’ve borrowed
$1.2 million over seven years.”

The project “seems to lose money
at infinitum,” he added.

Mr. Powell said that though the
surplus is used for the first six years,
the town begins to gain it back. In
“10 to 15 years its going to get
better and better,” he said.

Councilman Caruana said that ac-
cording to the financials the project
pays for itself, without the $600,000.
He said that it is the council’s phi-
losophy to use money from sale of
assets for the purchase of assets, not

WF Council Will
Continue Capital

Budget Discussion
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During the Westfield Town
Council’s regular conference
meeting, Mayor Gregory
McDermott and American Le-
gion Judge Advocate Shawn
Mullen recognized United
States Coast Guard Lieutenant
Jonathan Walsh for his service
in Kuwait.

On next week’s agenda the
council will have a resolution to
adopt a new policies and proce-
dures manual, as required by
the JIF (Joint Insurance Fund).
According to Town Administra-
tor James Gildea this will keep
the town’s deductible from ris-
ing.

The council will also have reso-
lutions to approve the continua-
tion of contracts for motor ve-
hicle fuel and curbside recycling
collection.

According to Mr. Gildea, the
town was under budget last year
in fuel use, and that the two-year
agreement keeps the fuel at the
same price as last year.

He also noted that this is the
last year of a three-year contract
with Central Jersey for the
curbside recycling.

Mr. Gildea, Mayor McDermott
and Town Engineer Kenneth
Marsh all noted that there is little
competition in the field and that
three years ago it was difficult to
negotiate a contract for the ser-
vice.

The council approved a re-
quest by the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC)
to hold car shows on Wednesday
nights on June 16, July 14 and
August 11. The shows will close
down Elm and Quimby Streets
from 6 to 9 p.m. on those nights.

It was originally proposed that
the shows be held on Saturdays
in the South Avenue train station
parking lot. WACC Executive
Director Allison O’Hara ex-
plained that there are much larger
car shows down the shore on
weekends, and that Westfield
would have difficulty drawing
cars and people.

After next week’s public meet-
ing the council will once again
discuss the capital improvement
budget. Discussion arose last
week regarding expenditures for
the Recreation Department and
the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration.

Highland Avenue resident John
Devitt told the council that he
sees Department of Public Works
vehicles parked in the South Av-
enue parking lot and said that the
lot should be filled to capacity
with cars.

Mayor McDermott said that the
council is looking into providing
daily passes.

WF BOE Moves Ahead With Funds for WHS
Teacher Laptops; New Strategic Plan Discussed

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Educa-
tion discussed the necessity of pur-
chasing $360,000 worth of laptops
for teachers at Westfield High
School (WHS) at its meeting on
Tuesday.

The board’s tentative budget,
agreed to at its meeting on March 2,
calls for a four-year lease on 150 new
laptop computers at a cost of ap-
proximately $90,000 per year. The

option of purchasing slightly larger
laptops at a savings of $400 per unit
was also introduced. As of Tuesday’s
meeting, no guidelines had been cre-
ated to hold teachers at WHS ac-
countable for consistent use of the
computers.

“If we are going to go forward
with the laptop program, we need to
lay down expectations,” said Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. William
Foley.

Tuesday’s meeting began with a

presentation by Hal Johnson, WHS
Math and Technology Supervisor.
Mr. Johnson presented the board
with the results of a teacher survey
showing a continued increase in
teacher use of the laptops the board
purchased four years ago, particu-
larly in the number of teachers who
use them several times a week.

Some of the uses specified by
teachers were grading, keeping ac-
curate attendance, and using Internet
access to check for plagiarism in
student assignments.

Board member Richard Solomon
responded to Mr. Johnson’s statistics
by asking if new laptops are really
necessary when it appears that WHS
teachers are putting the current
laptops to great use. Mr. Johnson
would later note that teachers were
also surveyed on obstacles they’ve
encountered when using the laptops,
which included weight, battery
power, processing speed, and secu-
rity.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
balked at the idea of using weight as

a justification for purchasing
$360,000 in new laptops.

“This weighs less than my child’s
backpack,” she said. Ms. Rhodes
would later leave the meeting after a
heated exchange with Board Presi-
dent Arlene Gardner over a proce-
dural matter.

Mr. Johnson’s survey also in-
cluded a list of benefits teachers
got from using the current laptops,
which included improved record
keeping, research, the ability to
create more engaging lesson plans,
and the ability to communicate with
parents through e-mail.

The board heard from a number
of WHS teachers at the meeting,
including Tara Pignoli, a social stud-
ies teacher, who urged the board to
“empower teachers by giving them
further access to new technology.”

Barbara Flynn, a teacher in the
art department, described a multi-
media presentation she assembled
in one day for Back-To-School
Night.
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Tabor Taps Ostrowski
For Commendation

WESTFIELD – Tabor Academy
has named Westfield pupil Eric
Ostrowski to its Commended List for
the first semester of the 2003-2004
academic term. He earned the honor
for achieving an overall average of 80
or above, with no grade below 75 and
no more than one grade between 75
and 80. Eric is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Peter Ostrowski of Westfield.

Cornell Names Hodara
To Fall Dean’s List

WESTFIELD — Eleanor Hodara,
a 2001 graduate of Westfield High
School, was placed on the Dean’s
List for the fall 2003 semester at
Cornell University’s College of Arts
and Sciences in New York.

In addition, based on her academic
record, Eleanor was invited to join
the International Sociology Honor
Society, Alpha Kappa Delta. She is
currently studying in Barcelona,
Spain.

GL JETS Team Captures
First Place in Division Five

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — On
March 15, a team of students from
Governor Livingston (GL) High
School participated in the Junior En-
gineering Technical Society (JETS)
competition at the New Jersey Insti-
tute of Technology (NJIT).

Each spring, the JETS coordinates
Tests of Engineering Aptitude, Math-
ematics and Science (TEAMS) at
locations all over the United States.
In this all-day event, teams of high
school students are challenged to
work together to apply their skills
and knowledge in math, chemistry
and physics to solve engineering

problems.
The students are introduced to en-

gineering, which is not typically
available as a course at the high
school level, a day on the campus of
a nearby engineering institution, and
a chance to mingle with other stu-
dents with common interests and
aptitudes.

GL’s team placed first in division
five and has an excellent chance to be
judged first overall out of the 22 schools
competing at NJIT this year. The team’s
entry will then be passed on to the
national level competition that will be
scored and announced in April.

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

Spring...

...Into action!!!
Early Spring Hours
7 days 9am-5pm
Early Spring Hours
7 days 9am-5pm

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Wow, what a difference a week makes. All that 
white stuff is gone, the Crocuses are in full bloom 
and the Daffs are rapidly approaching their bloom 
time. 

Why not rush Spring along with some  extra 
color. We have over 100 varieties of hardened 
Pansies...(a hardened off Pansy is one that has 
been kept at cool night temperatures, and can be 
planted outside in pots or in the ground now!) 

Williams Nursery also has plenty of Primrose, 
Ranunculus (these are very cool...the flowers are 
humungous, and remind me of the tissue-paper 
flowers that my grandmother used to make) and 
lots of early blooming Perennials. 

Bring in this ad and receive one FREE pack of 
colorful pansies with any purchase. ...And yes this 
is a current photograph and our greenhouse is full 
of plants and bursting with color.
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Reminder...
The Friends of the Westfield Me-

morial Library’s Annual Book Sale
will be held from Tuesday through
Saturday, March 30 to April 3, at
the library.

Hours for the sale will be 2 to
8:30 p.m. on Tuesday — 9 a.m. to
8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday — 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
on Saturday. The library is located
at 550 East Broad Street.

solutions to wildlife conflicts and
population problems, Ms. Butler said.

According to its Director, David
Feld, Geese Peace works in partner-
ship with local governments, busi-
nesses and community leaders to re-
solve the wildlife conflicts humanely.
The group proposed a five-step
method to rid parks of geese perma-
nently and cost-effectively, while
avoiding cruelty to the animals.

Mr. Sigmond, however, told The
Leader that the county has tried ev-
ery possible method, including those
recommended by Geese Peace, to no
avail and that these alternative meth-
ods are ineffectual.

Mr. Feld explained that all the
steps in the program must be adhered
to methodically and precisely for the
plan to work.

“For the plan to work, the authori-
ties must understand animal behav-
ior and the dynamics of the region,”
Mr. Feld explained. He claimed that
the methods employed by Geese
Peace could not have been done prop-
erly without their first training and
educating the local authorities.

“If the county wants to dialogue

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Goose Gassing Argument
Heats Up in Union County

with us, we would be happy to come
in and train local authorities on how
to solve their animal problems,” he
said.

“Show me the science,” Mr.
Sigmond responded. “There is no
proof that their methods work. We
tried them and they didn’t work. We
tried the dogs, the boats and the
repellants. The geese came back.”

“You must eliminate the food
source,” Mr. Feld said, “and train the
animals that the area is uninhabit-
able and undesirable. Egg oiling and
plantings are also employed. This
was not done properly or scientifi-
cally if all the steps were not fol-
lowed in order. We employed a pro-
gram in Monmouth County, as well
as programs in other states, that have
been very successful.”

“Taxpayers need to be made aware
of the huge sums of money going to
contractors, consultants and state and
federal agencies under the current
solution. Residents should demand
that the county do a cost comparison
of all the methods,” Ms. Butler stated.
“The taxpayers need to wake up and
realize how much of their money is
being funneled into these ineffectual
methods.”

This year, the county hired a pri-
vate contractor to take over the goose
problem. After being gassed, the
goose meat will be distributed to
local soup kitchens to feed the home-
less. This switch will be more cost
effective and not waste the meat,
according to Mr. Sigmond.

Ms. Butler said that her groups are
encouraging animal rights activists
and residents to contact their local,
county and state representatives to
support only humane, alternative
methods of goose elimination and to
encourage a comparison study.

A similar debate is also waging
over deer population control and
deer hunting, Ms. Butler added.
The county reported that last year,
99 deer were bagged in Union
County. The animal rights organi-
zations have also proposed non-
lethal methods of deterring deer
from wandering into suburban ar-
eas, while the county maintains
that hunting is more effectual in
controlling that population.

Westfield Memorial
Pool Sets Registration

The Westfield Recreation Depart-
ment announces Westfield Memo-
rial Pool Registration Procedures
for 2004. Registration information
was sent through a town-wide mail-
ing in the beginning of February. If
any resident did not receive a packet,
please contact the Recreation De-
partment at (908) 789-4080.

Now through Wednesday, April
14, registrations will be accepted
from last year’s pool members. On
Thursday, April 15 at 7 a.m., regis-
tration begins for Westfield resi-
dents who were not members last
year (in-person only at the Recre-
ation office). On Monday, May 3,
registration is available for non-
residents provided there are still
memberships available (In-person
only at the Recreation office).

For more information, call or
visit the Westfield Recreation De-
partment, 425 East Broad Street in
Westfield, telephone (908) 789-
4080. Regular office hours are Mon-
day through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER
MOUNTAINSIDE

FRIDAY, MARCH 12
 A burglary was reported at a gas

station on Route 22 West. Entry was
gained through a garage door. Forty
packs of cigarettes and $350 were re-
ported missing. Though the incident is
still under investigation the suspect is
believed to be driving a white Plymouth.

SATURDAY, MARCH 13

 Several incidents of damage to ve-
hicles and homes caused by paintballs
were reported in the area of New Provi-
dence Road, Creekbed Road and Poplar
Avenue.

FRIDAY, MARCH 19
 A Wyoming Drive resident reported

that damage had occurred to the trunk
lock on his vehicle.

SPECIAL VISITOR…Dr. Patricia Thrower, a local orthodontist, lectured to
the two first grade classes at Holy Trinity Interparochial School. She taught the
pupils about oral hygiene and the importance of seeing their dentist regularly.
Dr. Thrower also stressed the American Orthodontic Association’s recommen-
dation that all children have an orthodontic examination by the age of 8.
Pictured, left to right, are: Steven Guastamacchia, Declan Murphy, Dr. Thrower,
Colleen Verdic, and Nicole Notar.

PIPING VISITOR…On St. Patrick’s Day at McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield, bagpiper Sean Collins entertained Holly Baly’s third grade class.

Katie Zaleski Will Attend
Nat’l Leadership Conference

WESTFIELD – Katie
Zaleski of Fanwood, a mem-
ber of the Class of 2005, has
been chosen to participate
in the National Student
Leadership Conference
(NSLC), a leadership devel-
opment program for out-
standing high school stu-
dents.

Along with 8,000 gifted
high school pupils from
across the United States and 45 coun-
tries around the world, Katie will

study, experience, and
develop the skills and
traits that define and iden-
tify a leader.

Katie will attend spe-
cial workshops and
classes where she will
study distinctions of lead-
ership and listen to guest
speakers. She will de-
velop her abilities to think
on her feet, engage in

critical analysis and communicate
effectively.

Katie Zaleski
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Thirty Million Dollar Draft
Unveiled for Parking Decks

to offset operating expenses.
Both Mr. Powell and the town’s

legal council Robert Goldsmith
stated that the town is creating an
asset.

Councilman Caruana countered
that the town is “not creating an
asset, we’re paying for an asset.”

Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan questioned who
would bear the brunt of the costs if
things went wrong while building
the projects.

Mr. Powell said that the devel-
oper bears the risk because they will
give the town a Guaranteed Maxi-
mum Price (GMP). He said that if

costs go over, the developer is re-
sponsible.

The Princeton parking deck-re-
development project was brought
up several times during the meet-
ing. Mr. Powell explained that they
knew going into the project that
they were going to hit water, and
that costs would be higher to go
underground, but that it was the
council’s decision to do so.

The council will discuss the in-
formation further at a later date.
The governing body then moved
into closed session to discuss project
managers that had previously been
interviewed.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader
COP CONTROVERSEY…A packed house of Berkeley Heights residents and
police chiefs from across the county turned out at the municipal building on
Tuesday night in support of Berkeley Heights Police Chief David Zager. The
Union County Police Chiefs’ Association offered to mediate the conflict between
the township committee and Chief Zager over policies and procedures. Chief
Zager opposes a controversial proposal to create a new position of Police
Director at a salary of $85,000. The township committee postponed a decision
on the matter and will reconsider it on Thursday, April 15.

After the presentations, the board
decided to keep the funds for the new
laptops in the budget. If the school
district decides to purchase the less-
expensive laptops, the money saved
in the purchase would automatically
be put towards easing the
community’s tax burden in the 2005-
2006 budget.

Mr. Solomon expressed a need to
further push the school district’s ac-
cess to technology.

“We need to be closer to the cut-
ting edge than we are now,” he said.

In other business, the board held
its first public discussion on its new
Strategic Plan on Tuesday. The Stra-
tegic Plan, a document formed as a
result of a joint effort between the
school district and members of the
Westfield community, lays down
guiding principles that govern the
direction the district takes in educat-
ing its students.

The school district’s new mission
statement highlights is goal of pre-
paring “all students to reach their
highest potential, and to become pro-
ductive and responsible citizens
through rigorous educational pro-
grams which respect individual dif-
ferences and diversity.”

In a list of beliefs, the district’s
“primary focus is academic achieve-
ment.” The new plan also contains
guidelines for creating and main-
taining an appropriate school cli-
mate, goals for furthering curricu-
lums at every grade level, the need to
“provide more professional develop-
ment opportunities for all instruc-
tional staff,” and increasing commu-
nication and community engagement.

In other business, a number of
parents approached the board asking

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield BOE Moves Ahead
With Funds for WHS Laptops

for a junior varsity tennis team at
WHS. The team was presented as a
“no cost now, no cost ever” team for
at least the first year.

After that first year, the board
would be given the option of having
the team remain parent-funded or
funding the team through the normal
budgetary process.

The group’s proposition sug-
gested that the team could be started
this spring, possibly “in one or two
days” following board approval,
according to Todd Krell, a Westfield
resident who spoke for the as-
sembled parents.

Dr. Foley responded to the
group’s request by saying, “I think
it’s worth serious consideration, but
not for this year.” The board noted
previous bad experiences with par-
ent-funded teams that eventually
came back to the board to request
further funding.

The board’s next meeting will be
Monday, March 29. This meeting
is the board’s yearly public budget
review, where board members will
go over the different areas of the
tentative budget for the 2004-2005
school year.

 


