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More Changes in Store
For S. Plains Library

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

While there have been some sig-
nificant changes at the Scotch Plains
Public Library in the 18 months since
Meg Kolaya took over as its Direc-
tor, she is planning further changes
and initiatives that will affect the
library’s operations in the years
ahead.

“The priority right now,” Mrs.
Kolaya told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week, “is to do
long-range planning.”

She said that work on developing a
new mission statement will begin

this spring and be finished by early
fall. “It will be the guiding philoso-
phy for what we’re doing here.”

The library has recently been so-
liciting opinions from its patrons on
what more it needs to do, and Mrs.
Kolaya wants to put together a group
to address those needs and how best
to achieve them. Shortly after join-
ing the library in the fall of 2002, she
told The Times she wanted the library
“to serve as a cultural center for the
community.”

She said she is also working on
continuing to develop the library’s
non-fiction collection for both adults
and children.

“There’s been a great deal of weed-
ing,” she said, which includes dis-
carding obviously outdated books to
make room for newer editions.

Mrs. Kolaya said she was pleased
at the improvement in the library’s
ability to obtain fiction and best-
selling books, especially the latter,

which are usually in great demand
from library patrons.

“We seem to be anticipating
people’s needs,” she said, which is “a
pretty good measure that we’ve got
our finger on the pulse of the people.”

Anyone who has visited the li-
brary on Bartle Avenue in recent
months can see the improvements
made in the children’s room. “We
put a lot of time and effort” into that
room, Mrs. Kolaya said. New and
colorful furniture has already been
added. “And that’s just the begin-
ning,” she said. Plans to make the
room more user-friendly for children

of all ages are underway, with the
most visible sign being the refur-
bishing of the reading pit in the cen-
ter of the room. The old glass doors
have been removed, exposing a multi-
level reading pit that will soon be
carpeted and surrounded by low
bookshelves. Story times are also
being expanded to include newborns.

Mrs. Kolaya, who joined the li-
brary after five years as Director of
the Clark Library, said improvements
to the community room will also
continue. New lighting and acousti-
cal ceiling tiles have already been
put into place, and she is looking to
revamp the walls so that, for in-
stance, pictures can be easily exhib-
ited in that room.

The library has forayed deeply
into cyberspace, with the number of
Internet stations in the building dou-
bling over the past year. There is also
a new automation system to make it

John Wohlrab Sworn In
As County Freeholder

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders swore in the newest
member, John Wohlrab, on March 18.

Freeholder Wohlrab, a business-
man from Linden, replaces Nicholas
Scutari, who departed the board last
month to concentrate on his duties as
state senator. Senator Scutari was in
attendance at the swearing-in cer-
emony, as was Linden Mayor John
Gregorio.

Charlotte DeFilippo, Chairwoman
of the Union County Democratic
Committee, introduced Freeholder
Wohlrab to the audience. Referring
to the approaching inclement
weather, she commented that he was

joining the board as freeholder, “and
bringing 6 to 8 inches of snow at
midnight.”

After the swearing-in ceremony,
Freeholder Wohlrab made some brief
remarks, consisting mainly of thank-
ing those who gave him the chance to
serve as freeholder. He also com-
mented on the diversity of the board
in terms of what each freeholder
brings to the table.

“Each freeholder has his or her
individual talents. Collectively, our
possibilities are endless,” Freeholder
Wohlrab noted.

He added that because there was
an agenda meeting scheduled next,
there was no time for long speeches,
“Now, it’s time I get to work.”

FW Receives $50,000 to Hire
Consultant for Downtown

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

On Monday afternoon, Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr announced that
the borough would be receiving a

$50,000 grant from the State Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA)
to plan for downtown redevelopment.

The mayor said that a Fanwood
Downtown Committee will be

formed and that the moneys will be
used to hire a consultant to aid that
committee through a public meeting
process.

She said the committee will be
fully formed within a week and will
have approximately seven members,
adding that members would be from
the Fanwood Business and Profes-
sional Association, the planning
board, merchants, downtown prop-
erty owners and citizens.

After a professional planner was
hired in 2000, a 6.5-acre area in
downtown Fanwood, bordered by
Martine Avenue, South Avenue,
LaGrande Avenue and Second
Street, was declared as an area in
need of redevelopment.

The borough council, acting as the
redevelopment agency, hired Land-
mark Communities in December
2002 to plan and implement the re-
development plans.

Plans for the downtown redevel-
opment took center stage during  last
November’s borough elections.

The current council will continue to
act as the redevelopment agency and
use the area declared in need of rede-
velopment as the framework. How-
ever, the plans from Landmark are
currently on hold, according to Mayor
Mahr.

Mayor Mahr said that it is her
intent to have at least three meetings
to hear comments from the public as
to what they want to see.

The mayor noted that the “first
step is going back to the
community…listening to them.”

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22), Peter Chemidlin from the
Business and Professional Associa-
tion, Councilman Mike Brennan and
Council President Katherine Mitchell
were also present at Monday’s press
conference.

Assemblywoman Stender, former
mayor of Fanwood, said that, “rede-
velopment will reflect the needs of
the community…not the needs of
the developer.”

Goose Gassing Debate
Heats Up in County
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By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

As spring heats up, so too does
the debate over how to handle the
inevitable epidemic of Canadian
geese that has plagued area parks
and suburbs in recent years. The
controversy over how to curb the
population explosion of Canadian
geese is pitting animal rights groups
against the county, with both sides
claiming to have the better method
of solving the problem. The con-
troversy has been substantially over
the county’s decision last year, to
gas thousands of geese.

According to a statement issued
by the Union County Parks Depart-
ment, from early spring to late fall,
it is estimated that over 5,000 geese
migrate into Union County parks,
each day, with each goose generat-
ing between one to two pounds of
feces.

Additionally, the population of
resident geese in local parks has
grown by 15 percent a year, a statistic
which both sides agree on. This glut
of geese has resulted in denuded
grassy portions of some of the parks,
and in fecal coliform overgrowing in
the lakes and ponds, reported the
county Parks Department.

Chuck Sigmond, Union County
Director of Parks and Recreation,
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that numerous park users
have complained to the department
that the parks are unusable due to
the widespread superfluity of goose
droppings, which is hazardous to
walkers. Some people also believe
that the droppings are unhealthy
and unsanitary.

Mr. Sigmond maintained that the
majority of residents are in favor of
a goose population elimination pro-
gram in order to maintain more
user-friendly parks and to reduce
their presence on private properties.

However, Betty Butler, a spokes-
person for two animal rights groups,
the Coalition to Prevent the De-
struction of Canada Geese and the
Center for Animal Protection (CAP)
told The Times that a survey, which
they commissioned, indicated that
the 74 percent of registered voters
are against using lethal methods for
geese control.

“The county’s program is widely

supported by residents,” said
Sebastian D’Elia, spokesperson for
Union County. “The objections are
coming from a very small percent-
age of people,” he added, “and they
are outside animal rights groups, not
local residents.”

Some of the methods employed
by the county last year to curb
resident and migratory geese in-
cluded a no feed ordinance in order
to deter geese from migrating into
the parks, as well as fencing,
plantings and chemicals to repel
geese from grazing on the grass,
Mr. Sigmond said.

After trying several of these meth-
ods without success, the county com-
missioned the U.S. Department of
Agriculture to bring portable gas
chambers on trucks into county parks.
Approximately 2,700 geese were
rounded up, rendered unconscious
and gassed in the trucks. Their bodies
were disposed of at a cost of approxi-
mately $115,000 to local taxpayers.
Those funds went to the government
agency conducting the program.

The Coalition to Prevent the De-
struction of Canada Geese filed a
lawsuit in July, after the gassing of
the geese last year. The county, as
well as the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture and the Department of Fish
and Wildlife, are named as defen-
dants in the suit, based on a New
Jersey statute passed in 1982 out-
lawing gas chambers for killing ani-
mals. The animal rights groups are
considering another lawsuit, chal-
lenging the permit process, as well.

“The extent to which the geese
suffer in these chambers is inhu-
mane,” Ms. Butler said. “And it is
ineffective. It will have to be done
every year. The cost is staggering,”
she added.

Ms. Butler also maintained that
there is no proof that goose drop-
pings are unhealthy.

She claimed that there are alter-
natives to gassing animals, which
have been employed in parks and
recreation areas in other states, that
are more successful, cost effective
and humane.

Geese Peace, a non-profit orga-
nization, is focused on humane so-
lutions to wildlife conflicts and
population problems, Ms. Butler
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SP Council Introduces Budget,
Four Point Muni. Tax Increase

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil introduced its 2004 municipal
budget on Tuesday evening, which
calls for a four-point increase in the
municipal portion of property taxes.

The council received the budget
proposals in late January and in the
intervening seven weeks of budget
hearings and discussions, “we went
through this budget with a fine-tooth

comb,” said Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato.

The original budget plan called for
a five-point municipal property tax
increase, but the council pared it to
four points by making some addi-
tional cuts and anticipating more of
the township surplus.

“None of the modifications (in the
$19.697 million budget) will have a
negative impact” on services, Mrs.
Coronato said at the council’s meet-

ing on Tuesday.
She said the municipal property

tax bill for the average assessed home
of $120,000 will be $1,536, an in-
crease of $48. The average assessed
home, she noted, has a market value
of $360,000 to $420,000.

Councilwoman Coronato said that
over the past 14 years, the average
increase in the township portion of
property taxes has been $52, a level
she termed “terrific,” and which “re-
flects sound financial planning.”

Mayor Martin Marks said much of
the increase in spending this year
was due to mandated, non-discre-
tionary increases in appropriations
for such items as union contracts,
utility rates, pension contributions
and snow removal over the past year.
“Very little else was increased” be-
yond the mandated items, he noted.

A public hearing on the budget
will be held at the council’s Tuesday,
April 27 meeting. After the budget’s
introduction this week, the council
passed a resolution urging the State
Legislature and Governor James
McGreevey to take action on bills
that would place a binding referen-
dum on the November ballot asking
voters whether a constitutional con-
vention should be convened to re-
form property taxes.

In other business, the council
passed two ordinances affecting park-
ing and vehicular traffic around Park
Middle School and the high school.
One ordinance will allow cars to
make right-hand turns only out of the
parking lot of a professional building
at 567 Park Avenue, which is located

FW Community Rallies
To Help Robert Cleary

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Residents and officials in Fanwood
are rallying around one of its young-
est citizens, offering compassion and
support in countless ways.

Robert Cleary is a five-year-old boy
who has been diagnosed with
Adrenoleukodystrophy (ALD), a ge-
netic disorder that causes brain dam-
age. The childhood form of the disease
is the most severe, with the onset
between ages four and 10. The most
common symptoms are usually be-
havioral changes such as abnormal
withdrawal or aggression, poor
memory and poor school performance.
Other symptoms include vision loss,
learning disabilities, seizures, poorly
articulated speech, difficulty swallow-
ing, deafness, disturbances of gait and
coordination, and progressive demen-
tia.

ALD was discussed in the 1992
movie Lorenzo’s Oil, with actors
Susan Sarandon and Nick Nolte por-
traying parents attempting to find a
cure for their son’s disease.

Every parent’s worse nightmare
has happened to Robert’s parents,
Jeanne and Bob Cleary, who live in
Fanwood. Their youngster was per-
fectly healthy, until disturbing symp-
toms began last year, when he began
to be difficult to control at home and
in preschool. A pediatric neurologist
diagnosed Robert with Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD), due to his symptoms and
behavior. Medication seemed to help
for a while. But last summer, Robert
became withdrawn, at times acting
autistic-like in stressful situations,
as well as having visual problems
and losing the ability to write and
draw.

In October 2003, a series of tests
revealed that Robert had ALD and that
there was massive brain damage, espe-
cially in the occipital lobe. The ulti-
mate prognosis for this child is dire.

Barbara Ann Cuccaro, also a resi-
dent of Fanwood, met the Clearys
last summer at their pool club, and
this fall learned of Robert’s diagno-
sis. Although she had known the
family for only a short time, she
immediately became a fundraising
advocate for Robert’s increasing
medical costs. She is currently the
contact person responsible for han-
dling all donations to the family.

In an interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Mrs. Cuccaro
explained where the money goes and
reported on the overwhelming re-
sponse from residents and officials
in the borough.

The Clearys have medical insur-
ance, but the costs of caring for Rob-

ert continue to increase. Insurance
does not cover everything, and much
red tape must be processed before
help is given. For example, Robert
needs to be fitted for a specialized
wheelchair right now. Mrs. Cleary is
home full-time with her son, and Mr.
Cleary works full time.

Mrs. Cuccaro’s first outreach was
to the families in the area through the
school system. The Superintendent
of the Scotch Plains–Fanwood school
district, Dr. Carol Choye, gave Mrs.
Cuccaro permission to put donation
request letters in the backpacks of
every student in the grammar and
middle schools in the district.

“The response has been huge,”
said Mrs. Cuccaro. “Food is deliv-
ered three days a week by volun-
teers. People are so interested in

Fred Rossi for The Times
CHILDREN’S ROOM… Scotch Plains Public Library Director Meg Kolaya
displays renovations that are nearly complete at the library, including the
reading pit in the center of the children’s room.

Lauren S. Pass for The Times
DOWNTOWN GRANT…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, announced Monday at the Double Dipper that the
borough received a $50,000 grant to hire a consultant to assist Fanwood in planning for downtown redevelopment.
Pictured, left to right, are: Council President Katherine Mitchell, Peter Chemidlin of the Fanwood Business and
Professional Association, Mayor Mahr, Assemblywoman Linda Stender and Councilman Mike Brennan.
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Spring...

...Into action!!!
Early Spring Hours
7 days 9am-5pm
Early Spring Hours
7 days 9am-5pm

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Wow, what a difference a week makes. All that 
white stuff is gone, the Crocuses are in full bloom 
and the Daffs are rapidly approaching their bloom 
time. 

Why not rush Spring along with some  extra 
color. We have over 100 varieties of hardened 
Pansies...(a hardened off Pansy is one that has 
been kept at cool night temperatures, and can be 
planted outside in pots or in the ground now!) 

Williams Nursery also has plenty of Primrose, 
Ranunculus (these are very cool...the flowers are 
humungous, and remind me of the tissue-paper 
flowers that my grandmother used to make) and 
lots of early blooming Perennials. 

Bring in this ad and receive one FREE pack of 
colorful pansies with any purchase. ...And yes this 
is a current photograph and our greenhouse is full 
of plants and bursting with color.
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limit One pack per Family.

Expires 03/31/04)
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Fred Rossi  for The Times
POLICE PRAISE…At Tuesday’s township council meeting, Union County Pros-
ecutor Theodore Romankow presents Scotch Plains police officer Larry DeRose
with a commendation for his undercover work with the county’s drug interdiction
strike force. Pictured above are Mr. Romankow, left, and Officer DeRose.

across from the middle school, during
the morning drop-off hours and after-
noon pick-up hours. The other ordi-
nance limits parking on a 230-foot sec-
tion of Concord Road starting from a
point 100 feet south of Old Farm Road.
Parking on both sides of the street will
be restricted to two hours between 8
a.m. and 3 p.m. on school days.

The council also introduced a
$380,000 bond ordinance to finance
the construction of a new communica-
tions tower at the south side firehouse.
In addition to replacing the decades-
old existing tower and improving com-
munication between firefighters, the
project will also involve improvements
to the firehouse itself, including a new
roof. Parts of the new tower will also be
leased to cellular telephone compa-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council Introduces Budget,
Four Point Muni. Tax Increase

nies, a move that will help offset some
of the costs of the new tower and also
provide the township with a new rev-
enue stream.

Mayor Marks announced that he had
met on Tuesday with county and state
officials about the deer overpopulation
problem in the Ashbrook Reservation.
The county recently conducted a deer
census there after concerns were raised
about the number of deer-related auto
accidents in recent years and increased
residential property damage caused by
the deer.

“It looks like something is going to
happen later this year or early next
year,” the mayor said, saying he would
keep residents apprised of develop-
ments as plans take shape.

At the start of the meeting, Union
County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow presented a commendation
to Scotch Plains police officer Larry
DeRose for his work with the county’s
drug interdiction strike force.

said.
According to its Director, David

Feld, Geese Peace works in partner-
ship with local governments, busi-
nesses and community leaders to re-
solve wildlife conflicts humanely. The
group has proposed a five-step method
to rid parks of geese permanently and
cost-effectively, while avoiding cru-
elty to the animals.

Mr. Sigmond, however, told The
Times that the county has tried every
possible method, including those rec-
ommended by Geese Peace, to no
avail and that these alternative meth-
ods are ineffectual.

Mr. Feld explained that all the steps
in the program must be adhered to
methodically and precisely for the plan
to work.

“For the plan to work, the authori-
ties must understand animal behavior
and the dynamics of the region,” Mr.
Feld explained. He claimed that the
methods employed by Geese Peace
could not have been done properly
without their first training and educat-
ing the local authorities.

“If the county wants to dialogue
with us, we would be happy to come in
and train local authorities on how to
solve their animal problems,” he said.

“Show me the science,” Mr.
Sigmond responded. “There is no
proof that their methods work. We
tried them and they didn’t work. We
tried the dogs, the boats and the repel-
lants. The geese came back.”

“You must eliminate the food
source,” Mr. Feld said, “and train the
animals that the area is uninhabitable
and undesirable. Egg oiling and
plantings are also employed. This was
not done properly or scientifically if
all the steps were not followed in
order. We employed a program in
Monmouth County, as well as pro-
grams in other states, that have been
very successful.”

“Taxpayers need to be made aware
of the huge sums of money going to
contractors, consultants and state and
federal agencies under the current so-
lution. Residents should demand that
the county do a cost comparison of all
the methods,” Ms. Butler stated. “The
taxpayers need to wake up and realize
how much of their money is being
funneled into these ineffectual meth-
ods.”

This year, the county hired a private
contractor to take over the goose prob-
lem. After being gassed, the goose
meat will be distributed to local soup

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Goose Gassing Argument
Heats Up in Union County

kitchens to feed the homeless. This
switch will be more cost effective and
not waste the meat, according to Mr.
Sigmond.

Ms. Butler said her groups are en-
couraging animal rights activists and
residents to contact their local, county
and state representatives to support
only humane, alternative methods of
goose elimination and to encourage a
comparison study.

A similar debate is also waging over
deer population control and deer hunt-
ing, Ms. Butler added. The county re-
ported that last year, 99 deer were bagged
in Union County. The animal rights orga-
nizations have also proposed non-lethal
methods of deterring deer from wander-
ing into suburban areas, while the county
maintains that hunting is more effectual
in controlling that population.

helping that they have called me and
told me that they have signed up to
help, but have not been called yet. I
told them that they definitely will be
called; they are on the list to help.”

To date, $20,000 in private dona-
tions has been raised. Several
fundraising events have been held,
and more are planned for the future.
The first was held at the Baja Fresh
restaurant on Route 22 in Watchung.
The food franchise offers fund-rais-
ing events, donating 10 percent of
the proceeds. It reported that the
Cleary event was the largest they
have ever hosted.

Fanwood’s Policeman’s Benevolent
Association (PBA) has also taken a lead
in fundraising. A February 28 bus trip to
Atlantic City was a huge success, with
two busloads of residents donating to
the effort. The New Jersey Devils hockey
game held March 19 sold 200 tickets,
with proceeds going to Robert’s fund.
This Sunday, March 28, a performance
by Mr. Ray, a popular children’s musi-
cian, will be held in Morristown.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
spoke with The Times, emphasizing
that she is impressed by the response
she has seen from residents.

“This is Fanwood, neighbor help-
ing neighbor, this sense of commu-
nity in good and bad times. I want the
Clearys to know that Fanwood is
here for them. I think the tremendous

outpouring from residents, senior citi-
zens and the PBA has been truly re-
markable. People have been so gener-
ous with their time and money, and
they have helped the Clearys along
this awful road. The PBA has played
a front line role in bringing this to the
public’s awareness. The downtown
merchants have teddy bear jars as
donation sites. Those helping should
be acknowledged as pure hearts, to
organize and take a leadership role,
people like Barbara Ann who have
stepped up and put their lives on hold.
It is commendable. (All donations
are) going towards current and future
medical expenses. I want to use my
position as mayor to help publicize
this situation. My goal is to work with
Barbara Ann, the spokesperson for
the Cleary family. If people want to
know how they can help, they can call
me at the Mayor’s office or call Bar-
bara Ann directly,” she said.

All those interested in making a
donation can send their check, made
payable to The Robert Cleary Custo-
dial Fund, c/o Cuccaro, 336
LaGrande Avenue, Fanwood,  07023.

For information on volunteering
or any other questions, please call
Barbara Ann Cuccaro, (908) 889-
6378 or Mayor Colleen Mahr, (908)
322-7995. Details regarding
fundraising events can be found at
www.thethingaboutrobert.com.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Library

Westfield Memorial
Pool Sets Registration

WESTFIELD -- The Westfield
Recreation Department has an-
nounced the Westfield Memorial
Pool registration procedures for
2004. Registration information was
sent through a town-wide mailing
in the beginning of February. If any
resident did not receive a packet,
they may call the Recreation De-
partment at (908) 789-4080.

Now through Wednesday, April
14, registrations will be accepted
from last year’s pool members. On
Thursday, April 15, at 7 a.m., reg-
istration begins for Westfield resi-
dents who were not members last
year (in-person only at the Recre-
ation office). On Monday, May 3,
registration is available for non-
residents provided there are still
memberships available (In-person
only at the Recreation office).

For more information, call or
visit the Westfield Recreation De-
partment, 425 East Broad Street, or
call (908) 789-4080. Regular of-
fice hours are Monday through Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Community Rallies
To Aid Youngster Robert Cleary

RIT-BOUND…Alexander Kasten, the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Kasten of
Fanwood, has enrolled for fall 2004
admission at the Rochester Institute
of Technology (RIT). Alexander, an
Honors Art Portfolio student and re-
cipient of varsity letters in football
and track and field, will major in film
and animation at RIT’s School of Film
and Animation. He will be a June 2004
Pingry High School graduate.

Become a Subscriber:
Call (908) 232-4407

Thirty Million Dollar Draft
Unveiled For Parking Decks

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- After Tuesday
night’s regular conference session
developer Robert Powell of HKT
Nassau presented their draft finan-
cial analysis for the parking deck-
redevelopment projects.

Mr. Powell presented some
changes to the project plan. The 17
apartments that were proposed for
Prospect Street have been changed
to 11 units for sale condominiums.

He also proposed to eliminate
9,000 square feet of retail on South
Avenue and to instead have 18 rental
apartments in a four story 44-foot
tall configuration.

The council, said Mayor Gre-
gory McDermott, had raised con-
cerns regarding the type of retail
that was proposed to go in on South
Avenue. Council members also
hoped that the choices for new re-
tail businesses would complement,
rather than compete with existing
businesses.

Mayor McDermott said that the
council would like to see retail there
to draw more shoppers to South
Avenue.

Mr. Powell responded that part of
the reason for the change was the
loss of rental units on Prospect Street,
and also because of traffic and park-
ing concerns associated with retail
businesses.

Nine affordable housing units have
also been added, bringing the total
number of rental units to 98. Two
affordable housing units would be
added to Elm Street and seven to
South Avenue.

Mr. Powell said that these units
would be constructed so that they
are indistinguishable from the rest.
He said that rental fees for a two-
person family could be $600 for an
apartment that would typically go
for $1,800, which generates a yearly
$60,000 to $70,000 per year loss for
the developer. He noted that afford-
able housing was not included as a
requirement in the original Request
for Proposal (RFP).

Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst asked how the low-income
housing affects the school impact

study.
Mr. Powell responded that the

number of bedrooms the units will
have is open for discussion.

In the financial report, several
assumptions are made. First, it is
assumed that both parking decks
operate at capacity, and that in three
years parking rates are increased by
10 percent.

It is also included in the equation
that the $600,000 currently used
from parking revenue to offset the
operating budget must be recouped
through the decks. It is also as-
sumed that the town will sell HKT
Nassau the land where condos would
be for $2.3 million and lease the rest
of the land. It is also included that
the construction price would be
$16,000 per space bringing the total
project cost to $30,731,776. Main-
tenance was calculated by $300 per
space per year.

“If you look at all the revenue
sources…the most secure are the
land rent and PILOT (Payments In
Lieu of Taxes) payments,” Mr.
Powell said.

With these numbers the decks do
not turn a profit until year seven,
according to First Ward Council-
man Sal Caruana. He said that the
decks lose $400,000 per year for the
first three years until the rates in-
crease.

Councilman Caruana said, “If we
borrow from the sale of assets to
fund the deficit…we’ve borrowed
$1.2 million over seven years.”

The project “seems to lose money
at infinitum,” he added.

Mr. Powell said that though the
surplus is used for the first six years,
the town begins to gain it back. In
“10 to 15 years its going to get

better and better,” he said.
Councilman Caruana said that ac-

cording to the financials the project
pays for itself, without the $600,000.
He said that it is the council’s phi-
losophy to use money from sale of
assets for the purchase of assets, not
to offset operating expenses.

Both Mr. Powell and the town’s
legal council Robert Goldsmith
stated that the town is creating an
asset.

Councilman Caruana said that the
town is “not creating an asset, we’re
paying for an asset.”

Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan questioned who
would bear the brunt of the costs if
things went wrong while building
the projects.

Mr. Powell said that the devel-
oper bears the risk because they will
give the town a Guaranteed Maxi-
mum Price (GMP). He said that if
costs go over, the developer is re-
sponsible.

The Princeton parking deck-re-
development project was brought
up several times during the meet-
ing. Mr. Powell explained that they
knew going into the project that
they were going to hit water, and
that costs would be higher to go
underground, but that it was the
council’s decision to do so.

The council will discuss the in-
formation further at a later date.
The governing body then moved
into closed session to discuss project
managers that had previously been
interviewed.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Times
COP CONTROVERSEY…A packed house of Berkeley Heights residents,
including police chiefs from across the county, turned out at the municipal
building last Tuesday night in support of Berkeley Heights Police Chief David
Zager. The Union County Police Chiefs’ Association offered to mediate the
conflict between the township committee and Chief Zager over policies and
procedures. Chief Zager opposes a controversial proposal to create a new
position of Police Director at a salary of $85,000. The township committee
postponed a decision on the matter and will reconsider it on Thursday, April 15.

 

easier for visitors to find books and
other reference materials. The
library’s website, www.scotlib.org,
has also been expanded to allow
people to access the library’s catalog
as well as its archives of magazines,
newspapers and other materials; find
out how many copies of a particular
book are on the shelf and place re-
serve orders for books.

Mrs. Kolaya also has a few other
items on her agenda having less to do
with books and research and more to
do with aesthetics. The library’s board
of trustees will soon be addressing the
building’s roof, which leaks at times.

A new Union County development
grant will finance a revamping of the
library’s entry area, as well as repaving
of the sidewalks and installation of a
new bicycle rack. And once the weather
warms up, some new landscaping will
be done outside the building.


