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Scotch Plains Resident Cites Positive
Steps in Same-Gender Rights Law

The State of New Jersey deserves
credit for becoming a national leader in
the fight to extend basic rights to same-
gender couples living in loving, com-
mitted relationships.

On January 12, Governor James
McGreevey signed the landmark Do-
mestic Partnership Act into law – mak-
ing New Jersey one of just five states to
extend civil rights and economic rights
to domestic partners in a committed
relationship. Domestic partners under
the law include same-gender couples as
well as senior citizens who live together
in a committed relationship.

How has this changed the state of New
Jersey? Before this law, if a person suf-
fered a medical emergency and was put in
the hospital, his or her domestic partner
was denied basic visitation rights. Like-
wise, basic health care benefits were de-
nied to domestic partners in long-term
committed relationships. And partners
who lived together for decades were sadly
denied retirement benefits, rights of es-
tate, and other economic benefits simply
because of their sexual orientation.

The new Domestic Partnership Act
changes all this and directly improves
the daily lives of thousands of people
across this state who were being left
behind because of their sexual orienta-
tion. Under the new law, basic hospital

visitation rights, health care rights, and
economic rights are extended to New
Jersey couples living together in long-
term committed relationships. Going one
step further, New Jersey sets an example
for private businesses by extending em-
ployment-related health care and retire-
ment benefits to domestic partners.

This law will change New Jersey for
the better. Indeed, the Domestic Partner-
ship Act will enter the history books as
a major milestone for civil rights and
social justice in our state. And this new
law also joins a growing list of areas,
such as life-saving medical research and
unprecedented environmental protec-
tions, where New Jersey is leading the
nation and setting an example for other
states to follow.

Governor McGreevey and many cou-
rageous New Jersey legislators deserve
praise for their willingness to take bold
action to extend basic and fundamental
rights to same-gender couples living as
domestic partners. It is now time for
dozens of other states to stand up, be
counted, and follow New Jersey’s lead
on this important issue.

J. Michael Blake
President, NJ Stonewall Democrats

(Statewide Gay Rights Organization)
Scotch Plains

WHS Student Responds to Recent
Letter Regarding Speed Humps

I’d like to respond to Ms. Mollick’s
recent letters about the speed humps on
South Chestnut Street, Benson Place,
and Gallows Hill Road.

I am a 15-year-old sophomore at-
tending Westfield High School. I have
grown up in the Washington School
neighborhood and am very familiar with
the traffic and safety issues, not only as
a resident but also as a pedestrian, bicy-
clist, and Gumbert Park street-hockey
player. Additionally, I will be obtain-
ing my drivers permit in the next few
months.

As much as Ms. Mollick seems to find
the speed humps and other safety mea-
sures a nuisance, they have not had a
cataclysmic impact on anyone. As a
matter of fact, all they have done has
been to slow people down and, correct
me if I’m wrong, make the streets safer
for people living here. Isn’t that why
they are there in the first place?

And now that spring is just about here,

safety is even more important because
Gumbert Park will have a lot more kids
playing baseball, basketball, hockey and
soccer, especially on nights and week-
ends. There are also a lot of little kids
using the playground or watching their
brothers and sisters play.

Now I don’t have any children, so I of
course don’t have the same perspective
that parents do, but I strongly suspect that
I wouldn’t want to learn that a car has hit
a child because some driver was in too big
a rush to buy food at the ShopRite. The
speed humps and other safety measures
force people to slow down and pay atten-
tion to their surroundings.

My advice to all drivers is to slow
down and enjoy the ride. Yes, it may take
30 seconds longer to get where you are
going, but you may save the life of one of
the kids I baby-sit for in this neighbor-
hood.

Katlin Swadosh
Westfield

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS…The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
recently held its annual Installation of Officers, celebrating 53 years of service
to the Westfield community. Pictured, from left to right, are: Daytime Lieuten-
ant Patrick Tighe, Equipment Lieutenant Greg Simpson, Ambulance Lieuten-
ant James Baxter, Scheduling Lieutenant Lisa Sortino, Training Lieutenant
Reid Edles, Treasurer Jeanne Gladis and Secretary Judith Howlett, and seated,
Captain Robert Barrett, Deputy Captain Miki Urso, President Daniel Sullivan
and Vice President Susan Butler. The squad is currently holding its annual fund-
raising campaign. Donations may be mailed to the Westfield Rescue Squad,
P.O. Box 356, Westfield, 07091. Anyone interested in joining the squad should
call (908) 233-2500.

Westfielder Finds Problems With
New Jersey Malpractice Reform Bill

I am writing in response to your ar-
ticle dated March 11 entitled “Malprac-
tice Reform Bill Clears Assembly
Hurdles.” I applaud the three assembly
committees for their work. It is a start. It
is an acknowledgment of the growing
crisis in this state.

However, these measures may not be
enough. It may be too little, too late to
stem the tide of physicians leaving the
state. Your article mentions the three
year 90 million dollar fund to encourage
medical school graduates to enter into
the high risk field of obstetrics. This is a
response to the OB/Gyn physicians leav-
ing the state, 25 percent have left al-
ready. Of all the physicians who com-
pleted residency programs here last year,
not one chose to remain in New Jersey to
practice medicine.

Physicians are affected on both sides:
the receiving and the disbursing. Reim-
bursements are lowered, while malprac-
tice rates are raised.

Health insurance companies have a
direct effect on the healthcare of pa-
tients. Medical treatment in this country
is beginning to resemble that of social-
ized countries. This includes longer waits
for surgery.

Patients will be cut wide open, instead
of having a small incision from a
laparoscopic procedure. Do you ask why?
Reimbursements for the innovative
laparoscopic procedures are lower than
those for traditional surgery. Physicians
cannot afford to be out of their offices to
perform the more time consuming, less
invasive laparoscopic procedures. There
is no reason for innovation, because,
quite frankly, it does not pay.

How long is the wait for a screening
mammography? It is two months at least.
Why? Radiologists are paid $3 per film
for the reading. Imaging centers need to

limit the amount of money they lose
each day in this way.

And so, starting this summer, these
mammograms will be read overseas in
India, Pakistan and Thailand. And where
are these overseas radiologists licensed?
(By the way, the highest rate of litigation
is missed breast cancer.)

The CEO’s of health insurance compa-
nies receive astronomically high bonuses.
This is at the expense of patients, employ-
ers, physicians, and now the taxpayers
with the three year $90 million fund.

Earlier this year, Hackensack Medical
Center announced to the community that
they would not be participating with Hori-
zon because reimbursements offered were
too low. Alarmed constituents contacted
their legislators, who then decided to hold
public hearings. The threat of that scrutiny
pressured Horizon to offer more equitable
fees to Hackensack Medical Center.

Malpractice insurance rates are part of
the vicious cycle of escalating costs. Trial
lawyers receive their 40 percent of the
award in addition to their normal fees. In
this litigious society, there are frivolous
lawsuits. What does it matter if the cases
are eventually dropped? It matters be-
cause even these dropped cases raise the
malpractice premiums of the physician.

Why can’t there be a cap on awards?
Physicians, who are actual employees of
the state, benefit from such a cap.

This country still has the ability to
offer the finest medical care in the world.
We need to stop this downward spiral
toward mediocrity in medical care all
for the sake of the bottom line in keeping
stockholders happy. The best medical
treatment is achieved when the patient-
physician relationship is placed ahead of
outside interests.

Linda Pregenzer
Westfield

WHS Principal Offers Suggestions on
Schedules for Freshman, Sophmores

Lunch is an important period in a high
school student’s school day. To ensure
optimal performance in school and pro-
mote good health habits, students should
have a nourishing lunch as well as time
to digest it. The lunch period is also a
time to relax, to socialize with friends,
and to use the library and academic
resource centers. Many students consult
with their teachers during their lunch
periods. We believe that every student
should have a lunch period.

Our students’ experiences have proved
that making an exception to this rule,
particularly for freshmen and sopho-
mores is to their detriment. Next year,
freshmen and sophomores will be re-
quired to have an assigned lunch period
in their schedules. As you plan your
selection of courses for next year with
your son/daughter, please be mindful of
this fact.

Parents of freshmen and sophomores
frequently ask how many courses their
students should select for their sched-
ules. We recommend the following:
English, Science, Mathematics, Social
Studies, Foreign Language, Physical
Education/Health and an elective or free
period.

A second elective may be appropriate
for some students. The decision to take
a second elective should be based on the
student’s interests, the requirements of
the elective course and the pupil’s com-
mitment to other activities in and out of
school.

If you have any questions about se-
lecting the appropriate courses for your
child, please contact his/her guidance
counselor at Westfield High School
(WHS) at (908) 789-4530.

Robert Petix
Principal, WHS

For nearly 50 years, K. Hovnanian® has been delivering 
superior quality and value and as a result, more homes
than any other builder in the Northeast. Tens of thousands
of families have chosen K. Hovnanian® for very important
reasons: More home for your money. More quality and 
amenities. More fine craftsmanship. It’s more than how great K. Hovnanian® homes look, it’s how they make you
feel. People just feel more confident and more comfortable with K. Hovnanian.® In short, more at home. Is it any
wonder that K. Hovnanian® is known as the first name in lasting value?
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UNION COUNTY, NJ Scotch Plains

THE RESERVE
NOW OPEN!

Money Isn’t All You’re Saving

All prices are base prices and subject to availability. Priced by location. Prices subject to change without notice. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U. S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout 
the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Find your new home at

CALL ONE OF OUR SALES CENTERS OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DIRECTIONS TO ALL OF OUR COMMUNITIES. OPEN 10 TO 6 DAILY. 
MORTGAGE FINANCING PROVIDED BY K. HOVNANIAN® MORTGAGE, INC. K. HOVNANIAN® IS A BUILDER OF FINE HOMES IN NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, TEXAS, 

NEW YORK, WASHINGTON D.C., MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, NORTH CAROLINA, OHIO, WEST VIRGINIA, ARIZONA FLORIDA & CALIFORNIA

DO YOU OWN LAND? Talk to K. Hovnanian about development possibilities. Call (888) KHOV-HOME

khov.com®
Find your new home at

khov.com®
Find your new home at

The Reserve is an intimate community of 100 townhomes presented by 
K. Hovnanian® at Scotch Plains, Inc., ranging in size from approximately 
1,480 to over 2,000 square feet. These wonderfully crafted homes feature 
2 - 3 bedrooms, 21⁄2 bathrooms and a one-car garage. Located in desirable 
Scotch Plains, The Reserve is nestled between Watchung and Westfield. 
The Watchung Reservation, with its woods, lakes, streams, meadows and trails, 
are just steps from your back door. The Reserve offers residents easy access to
major highways and mass transit and convenient commuting to New York City.
Historical sites, golf courses and other recreational facilities are all within 2 miles.
Scotch Plains features an excellent school system as well as quality shopping, 
dining and entertainment. 

Magnificent townhomes in beautiful 
Scotch Plains from the upper $300’s.  

(908) 490-1421.

Artist’s rendering.

Westfield Resident Asks for Vision,
Restraint in Community Development
My family has lived in Westfield for

100 years. I grew up in Westfield, raised
a family and have lived here all my life.
I served on the Westfield Board of Ad-
justment for 15 years and was vice-
chairman and later chairman of the board
of adjustment, which was a great honor
to me.

While serving on the board of adjust-
ment, in conjunction with my colleges,
I strived to maintain the development
of Westfield with great respect and
reverence for which it deserves.
Westfield is a very special community,
which still has the old town feeling in
the midst of the New York metropolitan
area. Much of this can be attributed to
our forefathers who had leadership, vi-
sion and restraint in our community
development.

I am very concerned about the pro-
posed Westfield redevelopment plans. I
feel, as countless others do, that the
parking decks will be a major detriment
and contrary to positive city planning.
The proposed plan will create more popu-
lation, greater traffic, more school stu-
dents, greater use of resources, greater
debt and a potential financial drain on
our budget. In addition, it will create
more difficult policing, additional staff-
ing and the potential for higher taxes that
are rising much faster than our national
inflation rate at this moment.

I am very much in favor of ground
level parking to be placed in the location
of Midas Muffler and the BP gas station.
This location would provide Westfield
with additional commuter and employee
parking. This approach would still main-
tain an open air and line of sight criteria.
It would greatly reduce the cost, be
easier to police and be a positive impact

on the location and most importantly, its
neighbors.

All Westfielders are living and con-
tending with the region’s urban sprawl.
Let’s not add to this modern phenom-
enon. We need to use good old common
sense and protect Westfield.

I respectfully ask our town govern-
ment to follow in the great traditions of
Westfield. Use leadership with restraint
and vigorously protect our neighbors,
community and very precious way of
life. I sincerely believe that our town
government should strive to enhance the
community, not encumber it.

Lawrence Mannino
Westfield

Westfielder Thanks
Rescue Squad Members

During the Month of March, the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad has a
fundraising drive, the proceeds of which
is used to support this group of trained
volunteers. It’s easy to forget how im-
portant a service they provide the com-
munity, until YOU are the one who
needs them in an emergency.

I wish to thank two volunteers who
responded in a matter of minutes, when
I took a bad spill down my outside stairs,
while shoveling snow during this last
unseasonal storm. They are Kirk Fleming
and Sheena Vamghese. Their concern,
and caring for my comfort during the
ambulance trip to the hospital was ex-
emplary. We can be sure there are a lot
more like them on the squad. Thank you,
all.

Carolyn Klinger-Kueter
Westfield

Westfielders - Join Us

WE CARE
Westfielders Concerned About Responsible Development

Join us to ensure the best vision for the future of
Westfield. We believe the current Redevelopment Plans in-
cluding parking garages, retail and apartments are “Out of
Perspective.”

There are many of us now organized, and we are grow-
ing rapidly. We are bi-partisan and desire only the best for
Westfield. Learn more by sending an e-mail to:

If you don’t have e-mail, please call:

info@westfieldredevelopment.com

(908) 232-5716

For more information, see
www.westfieldredevelopment.com

Paid advertisement by WE CARE


