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SWEARING IN…Superior Court Judge William Daniel, right, swore in John
Wohlrab, left, as a Union County Freeholder on March 18 in Elizabeth.
Freeholder Wohlrab’s father, Edward, second from right, holds the bible as
Freeholder Wohlrab’s children Anthony, Alyssa and Ashley look on.

Senators Request Return
Of  Trade Center Items

County Detective Gulbin
Honored for Aiding Seniors
ELIZABETH – A dedicated nar-

cotics and white collar crime detec-
tive who handled tender senior citi-
zen victims who were taken for huge
sums of money in theft scams took
home a special annual award for
sensitivity, professionalism and
compassion at the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office in Elizabeth.

Detective Christopher Gulbin, a
14-year year veteran of the office,
was honored by his peers and pre-
sented with the Alfonso Pisano
award for excellence at an after-
noon ceremony led by Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow.

As nearly 100 of his co-workers
applauded in appreciation, Mr.
Gulbin’s wife and family stood
proudly by and beamed with pride
as the cameras snapped away.

“This recognition, memorialized
in a permanent plaque on the fourth
floor of our office, is one that Detec-
tive Gulbin earned through his com-
mitment to fairness and a sense of
professionalism that raises the bar
for others,” said Mr. Romankow.

The Pisano award, named in honor
of a young detective who passed
away twelve years ago, is given
each year to one of the 70 members
of the detective bureau who is ex-
ceptional in working with victims
and dealing with sensitive investi-
gation and trial issues. The parents
of Alfonso Pisano, Al and Carol,
have attended the ceremony each
year to be present for the recogni-
tion given in their son’s honor.

“There are many of our elderly
residents who have worked hard and
who are trying to enjoy their golden

years but they feel helpless and vio-
lated when someone steals their sav-
ings,” said Mr. Romankow, citing
three major cases where Detective
Gulbin spent “days, weeks and
months” to put together evidence
against defendants who committed
fraud and theft.

“Besides tiny child victims who
are physically or sexually abused,
senior citizens are the most helpless
and in need when they become crime
victims and Chris has taken up their
cause and helped bring the criminal
to justice,” said Mr. Romankow.

Detective Gulbin, son of a retired
Clark Police lieutenant, joined the
office in 1990 and worked in the
Trial Unit, the Juvenile Justice Unit,
the Narcotics Strike Force and for
the last four years with the Special
Prosecutions Unit. He is known as a
quiet, unassuming detective who
never gives up and is constantly in
contact with the victims in his cases.

Besides a recent arrest where he
brought an Atlantic County woman
into the Union County Jail in Eliza-
beth last week after she was charged
with stealing almost half a million
dollars from her frail and elderly
mother during a period where she
was ill, Detective Gulbin was the
“mainstay” of the case against Scott
Stetson, a Linden man convicted of
swindling $49,483 from an elderly
Westfield woman through a series
of phony home repair scams over a
five-month period in 2000.

Scott Stetson took advantage of
the widow by claiming to fix a non-
existent squirrel problem and charg-
ing her thousands, Mr. Romankow
said, adding Detective Gulbin
tracked down 26 different checks
paid to the defendant for “hole re-
pairs” for a squirrel problem that
later expert examination revealed
“never even existed.”

Assistant Prosecutor Ann Luvera,
supervisor of the Special Prosecu-
tions Unit, said Stetson was arrested
after Detective Gulbin set up an
independent evaluation of the
“work” actually performed and
turned up a second elderly victim.
She said $26,000 has already been
paid back to the victims and the
defendant will be jailed again im-
mediately if continuous payments
are not made.

“Chris has impressed every single
person who has had the good for-
tune of working with him,” said his
commanding officer,  Captain
Patricia Leonard.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – United
States Senators Jon Corzine and
Frank Lautenberg in a letter called
on U.S. Attorney General John
Ashcroft and FBI Director Robert
Mueller to gather all personal items
taken from the World Trade Center
during the aftermath of the Septem-
ber 11th attacks to be inspected by
the families of the victims.

“As senators representing 700 vic-
tims of these attacks, we find it
extremely disturbing that Federal
law enforcement officials, includ-
ing FBI agents, would remove crime
scene items to keep as ‘souvenirs,’”
the senators wrote. “It is critical that
victims’ valuables and personal
items be returned to their families.
Supporting these families, who have
endured a life-changing tragedy,
should be of utmost importance to

our government.”
The senators asked specifically for

the return of a Tiffany globe identi-
fied as belonging to a victim whose
parents live in Cranford. The globe
was removed from the Trade Center
debris by an agent in an FBI team
that was sent to Fresh Kills to help
sift through the rubble for evidence,
according to a Justice Department
Inspector General report completed
in December. The paperweight ended
up on the desk of the agent’s secre-
tary in Minneapolis.

The inspector general’s office
found that at least 13 of the nearly
400 FBI agents assigned to the Fresh
Kills operation walked off with items,
including American flags, marble
building chunks, signs, keys and
patches from World Trade Center
security guard uniforms. Freeholder Board Welcomes

New Member John Wohlrab
ELIZABETH – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders swore-
in new member John Wohlrab at its
meeting last Thursday. Freeholder
Wohlrab replaces former Freeholder
Nicholas Scutari, of Linden, who
resigned his position on March 1 to
devote his time to serving in the
State Senate.

“Freeholder Wohlrab has been ac-
tive in his community and he brings
real business experience to this
board,” said Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada. “He will be a strong
addition to this board, particularly
as we look to make the most of
taxpayer dollars.”

Mr. Wohlrab graduated magna
cum laude from Seton Hall Univer-
sity with a Bachelor of Arts in ac-
counting. A Union County resident
for most of his adult life, he is a
graduate of Linden High School.
He now lives in Hillside and plans to
move to Linden when his new home
there is completed.

After graduation, Freeholder
Wohlrab was hired by J&J Recy-
cling Co. and DiMarco Disposal
Services in Elizabeth. He worked

there for eight years before he was
hired by Waste Management, Inc.

Mr. Wohlrab is Director of Gov-
ernmental and Municipal Relations
for Waste Management Inc. in Eliza-
beth, one of the nation’s largest solid
waste management businesses.

“I’m excited about the opportu-
nity to contribute my energy and
experiences to the Freeholder
Board,” said Freeholder Wohlrab.
“County government provides vital
services to our communities and I
look forward to focusing on issues
like economic development and
better services to families.”

The father of three, Freeholder
Wohlrab has coached for the Linden
Police Athletic Leagues and the Lin-
den Recreation Leagues, and helped
provide a batting cage for the Eliza-
beth Youth Baseball League. He is a
member of the Holiday Meal Com-
mittee for Peach Orchard Senior Tow-
ers, where he prepares meals for the
needy with his family. He also orga-
nizes the Mayor’s Humanitarian Or-
ganization in the City of Linden.

“We look forward to working with
Freeholder Wohlrab. He will bring
his concerns, particularly for work-
ing with business to create new jobs
and opportunities for residents, to
the Freeholder Board” said County
Manager George Devanney.

Chase Personal Financial ServicesSM goes to great lengths to help you grow and

protect your assets – by putting the world-renowned financial resources of Chase

and JPMorgan* at your command. You’ll discover a whole new approach to

managing your money. From the everyday banking expertise of Chase to the

sophisticated investment advice of JPMorgan,* our unique team approach offers

integrated solutions to help you manage your financial life more effectively. And

for a limited time, at our Westfield branch, we’ll give you even more – an exquisite

vacation package at your choice of over 500 fine hotels. Just deposit a minimum

of $100,000, not currently held by Chase or its affiliates, in an existing or new

Chase checking account with direct deposit. Don’t delay. This offer is only valid

until March 31, 2004.

A few days in paradise.
A lifetime of financial expertise.

Enjoy a luxury stay at your choice of over 500 exclusive hotels
around the world with a minimum deposit† of $100,000.

To learn more, call Slavica Coto,
Chase Personal Banker, at 908.233.9789 or ask for her

at our Westfield branch at 302 East Broad Street. 

*Securities and investment advisory services are offered through JPMorgan Investments, a
division of Chase Investment Services Corp. (CISC). CISC, a member of NASD/SIPC, is an
affiliate of JPMorgan Chase Bank.

Securities are:

NOT FDIC INSURED May Lose Value No Bank Guarantee

www.chase.com/pfs

† Vacation vouchers will be awarded 3 months after date of deposit; account must be open and
$100,000 balance must be maintained to receive vacation voucher. Vacation voucher is valid
for one consecutive 3 day/2 night stay at a choice of over 500 hotels for 2 adults and 2
children, is non transferable and valid for one year from date of issue. Limit one per
household. Offer expires March 31, 2004. Restrictions apply.

© 2004 J.P. Morgan Chase & Co. All Rights Reserved.

Deposits are subject to FDIC insurance. 

Dangerous roads. Slippery sidewalks.
No milk in the fridge.

Soon you’ll be wishing Mom lived with us
At Sunrise Senior Living, residents never need
to contend with Mother Nature. They have
our professional, caring staff with them—
along with friends, great dining, activities,
even a full service beauty/barber shop on-site.

Before the next storm hits, find out what a
Sunrise community has to offer—a variety of
living arrangements, personalized assistance
and care, amenities and services, delicious
meals, stimulating activities, and scheduled
group outings. Our resident-centered approach

to senior living puts residents first, giving
them options to meet their individual needs
and wishes.

Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living community
to see what we do to make our communities
into places seniors  can call home.

Ask about our short-term stays

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Lt. Walsh Completes
Kuwait Tour of Duty
WESTFIELD – Former

Westfield resident, Jonathan
Walsh, 32, whose parents, Dr.
William and Hanne Walsh con-
tinue to reside at the family’s Oak
Avenue address, has just completed
a seven-month tour or duty in
Kuwait with the US Coast Guard
Reserve Port Security Unit 308.

Before returning stateside, Lieu-
tenant Walsh was awarded a US
Navy Commendation Medal in rec-
ognition of the exemplary manner
in which he carried out his mani-
fold duties as a port security of-
ficer at Ash Shuaiba, Kuwait,
which has been the hub for the
most massive troop movement
since World War II.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Center For Hope Auxiliary
Holds Membership Drive

COUNTY – The Center for Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care Auxil-
iary is conducting a membership drive
and welcomes everyone to visit “The
Hope Chest,” its resale shop located
at 26 Prospect Street in Westfield.

The Center for Hope provides
physical, emotional and spiritual
support to patients and their families
as they face the challenges associ-
ated with a life-limiting illness.

Proceeds from the thrift shop,
which opened in April of 2001, help

to subsidize hospice care for patients
in need. The store is managed by the
Center for Hope’s Auxiliary volun-
teers.

The Auxiliary’s mission is to in-
crease public awareness of the ser-
vices provided by the center and to
raise funds to enable the center to
continue caring for all those in need,
regardless of their ability to pay.

For more information on Auxil-
iary membership, please call Helga
Thomas at (908) 889-6287.


