
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 25, 2004 Page 19

Book NBook NBook NBook NBook Nookookookookook

‘M‘M‘M‘M‘Man an an an an Who Who Who Who Who WWWWWalked Balked Balked Balked Balked Betwetwetwetwetweeneeneeneeneen
The The The The The TTTTTooooowwwwwersersersersers’ Earns Caldecott’ Earns Caldecott’ Earns Caldecott’ Earns Caldecott’ Earns Caldecott

WWWWWith Mith Mith Mith Mith Marararararylou Mylou Mylou Mylou Mylou Moranooranooranooranoorano

By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Association for Library Ser-
vice to Children, a division of the
American Library Association, has
announced the winner of the 2004
Caldecott Medal.

Named in honor of
the 19th century illus-
trator for children,
Randolph Caldecott,
the medal is awarded
annually to the artist of
the most distinguished
picture book for chil-
dren published by an
American publisher in
the previous calendar
year.

This year’s winner is
“The Man Who Walked
Between the Towers,” which is illus-
trated and written by
Mordicai Gerstein
(Roaring Brook Press/
Millbrook Press).

In words and pic-
tures, Gerstein retells
the true story of the
acrobat from Paris,
Philippe Petit, who, in
1974, walked between
the Twin Towers on a
tightrope. The ink and
oil illustrations add a
special dimension to the book and
allow the reader a different perspec-
tive of the glass and steel icons, which
have been forever lost.

Three whimsical tales received
Caldecott Honor awards. “Ella Sa-
rah Gets Dressed,” which is illus-
trated and written by Margaret

Chodos-Irvine (Harcourt, Incorpo-
rated), tells the tale of one young
girl’s search for individuality in the
clothes she wears. The book’s illus-
trations are color prints that empha-
size Ella Sarah’s own ideas about

what to wear.
“What Do You Do

with a Tail Like This?”
illustrated and written
by Steve Jenkins and
Robin Page. (Houghton
Mifflin Company) is as
fun as it is educational
as it teaches about the
body parts of animals.
Jenkins and Page’s cut-
paper collage illustra-
tions nicely set off the
text in this interactive
offering.

In “Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the
Bus,” illustrated and
written by Mo
Willems, (Hyperion
Books), the simple il-
lustrations comple-
ment the simple text
of this story about a
pigeon who mimics a
preschooler’s temper
tantrum, making
both a perfect read for
very young readers/lis-
teners.

The first Caldecott Medal was
awarded in 1938. Illustrators nomi-
nated for the award must be citizens
of, or reside in the United States. A
committee of 15 children’s librar-
ians from across the country par-
ticipates in the selection of the award
winner.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Edison Inter-

mediate School in Westfield will
present its upcoming spring musical
Bye Bye Birdie.

The performances will take place
on Thursday, March 25, at 4 p.m.
and Friday, March 26, and Saturday,
March 27, at 7:30 p.m.

Based on the 1967 Broadway show,
dancing and music of the 1950s and
1960s tell the story of a mayor’s teen-
age daughter falling for an Elvis-type
rock star. Parents faint, girlfriends
talk, and boyfriends try to figure out

this rock star’s appeal.
The cast of 67 performers is led by

Kelly Braun, Mia Pafumi, Ashley
Freudenheim and Michael Tarnofsky.
Forty-two students are involved in
the stage crew.

Tickets prices are $8 in advance and
$10 at the door for the evening perfor-
mances. For the Thursday afternoon
show, tickets are $2 for elementary
students and $5 for accompanying
adults. For more ticket information,
please contact Director Dr. David
Shapiro at (908) 789-6134.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield
High School (WHS) Chamber Or-
chestra and Chorale will present a free
concert next Thursday, April 1, at 7:30
p.m. at the First Baptist Church in
Westfield.

The Chamber Orchestra segment
of the program is entitled, “Concerto
Soloists of Westfield.” Their program
will feature three WHS seniors play-
ing pieces written for a solo instru-
ment with accompaniment from the
orchestra.

Carl Baron will perform Saint-Saäns’
Cello Concerto No. 1 in A minor,
while Ryan Leonard will play Mozart’s
Concerto for Clarinet. Don Williams
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Charlemagne’s eldest son takes
center stage in the UUUUUnion Catho-nion Catho-nion Catho-nion Catho-nion Catho-
lic Plic Plic Plic Plic Perererererforming Arforming Arforming Arforming Arforming Arts Companyts Companyts Companyts Companyts Company
production of the musical PPPPPippinippinippinippinippin.
Performances begin at 8 p.m. on
Fridays and Saturdays, March 26
and 27, and April 2 and 3, and
there will be one matinee perfor-
mance at 3 p.m. on Sunday, March
28. Tickets are $8 to $10. Call the
school, located at 1600 Martine
Avenue, Scotch Plains, at (908)
889-1600 extension no. 318 for
information.

* * * * * * *
SSSSSome Eome Eome Eome Eome Enchanted Enchanted Enchanted Enchanted Enchanted Evvvvveningeningeningeningening, a

gala to benefit the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO), will be
held on Saturday, April 3, at 7 p.m.
at Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains. The black tie ben-
efit begins at 7 p.m. with the cock-
tail hour. There will be a live and
silent auction, along with music
and dancing. For tickets and infor-
mation, please contact the WSO at
(908) 232-9400.

* * * * * * *
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will bring their sweet sounds of
jazz to The ArThe ArThe ArThe ArThe Arts Gts Gts Gts Gts Guild of Rahwayuild of Rahwayuild of Rahwayuild of Rahwayuild of Rahway,
1670 Irving Street, on Friday, April
2, at 8 p.m. Tickets are $15 at the
door, and $12 if purchased in ad-
vance (cash or checks only). Hayes
has performed with a multitude of
known greats, and has opened for
others, like Max Roach and Hilton
Ruiz. Find out more by calling
(732) 381-7511. Stop for a bite
before the show at The Beat Café,
44 East Cherry Street, just a few
blocks away.

* * * * * * *
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MMMMMulticultural ulticultural ulticultural ulticultural ulticultural WWWWWomen Aromen Aromen Aromen Aromen Artiststiststiststiststists is
opening at The New Jersey Center
for Visual Arts, 68 Elm Street,
Summit on Sunday, March 28,
from 2 to 5 p.m. in the Palmer
Gallery. The exhibition explores
the connections between the art of
nine contemporary Latino, Afri-
can-American, Asian-American
and Middle-Eastern American
women artists and their experi-
ences — politically, societal and
personal — while being raised in,
currently living in, and/or working
in New Jersey. The exhibit will be
held through May 26. The gallery
is open daily from 12 to 4, and
admission is free.

* * * * * * *
Enjoy the annual spring pops

concert of the NNNNNeeeeew Jw Jw Jw Jw Jersey ersey ersey ersey ersey YYYYYouthouthouthouthouth
SSSSSymphonyymphonyymphonyymphonyymphony at the Jersey Gardens
Mall in Elizabeth on Sunday, March
28, from 1 to 5 p.m. Take a load off
your tired feet – you can always
return to spring shopping later —
for this free performance.
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CARLSBAD, CalifCARLSBAD, CalifCARLSBAD, CalifCARLSBAD, CalifCARLSBAD, Calif..... – An annual
survey by a partnership of leading
music and educational organizations
named the Westfield school district as
one of the “Best 100 Communities for
Music Education in America for 2004.”

Representing 30 states, the roster
includes school districts whose com-
mitment to quality music education
– measured across a variety of eco-
nomic, curricular and programmatic
criteria – has enabled them to excel
despite cuts in programs across the
country.

For the fifth annual survey, thou-
sands of public school and indepen-
dent teachers, school and district ad-
ministrators, school board members,
parents and community leaders, rep-
resenting communities in all 50 states,
participated in the website-based sur-
vey during January and February.

Participants answered detailed ques-
tions about funding, enrollment, stu-
dent-teacher rations, participation in
music classes, instruction time, facili-

ties, support for the music program,
participation in private music lessons
and other factors in their communi-
ties’ quality of music education. The
responses were verified with district
officials, and the sponsoring organiza-
tions reviewed the data.

Other schools elected for the honor
in New Jersey include: Bergenfield
Borough, Bergenfield; Flemington-
Raritan Regional School District,
Flemington; Hopewell Valley Regional
District, Pennington; Lawrence High
School, Lawrenceville; Linwood City
Schools, Linwood; Millburn Town-
ship Public Schools, Millburn;
Paramus School District, Paramus;
South Brunswick Township,
Monmouth Junction; Union Town-
ship Board of Education, Union;
Watchung Public Schools, Watchung,
and West Milford Township Public
Schools, West Milford.

For more information on the survey
and the results, please visit www.amc-
music.org.
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While not quite up to the spine-
tingling standards set by Dressed to
Kill (1980) or Deathtrap (1982),
filmmaker David Koepp’s adaptation
of Stephen King’s “Secret Window”
nonetheless brings to mind those
modern classics. Though it lacks the
kind of killer ending necessary to
put it in the thriller hall of fame, it is
taut from start to finish.

Placing us at seat’s edge via good
writing and acting performances to
match, Secret Window manages its
entertaining mayhem without the
cheap shot gimmickry too often
employed by today’s lesser purveyors
of suspense. There are a few grizzly
scenes, all right. Slice-and-dice ad-
dicts should be at least partially grati-
fied by one lunatic’s unorthodox use
of a screwdriver. But that’s not what
powers Koepp’s nail-biter. Rather, in
a respectful nod to what Hitchcock
proved was the ultimate scare tactic,
more often than not it’s what’s off
screen that keeps us worried.

Calling upon a favorite mystery
tale cliché, the story quite conviv-
ially introduces us to Mort Rainey,
the young and successful author of
whodunits portrayed by Johnny
Depp. How ideal…at first. Only in
his 30s and already a bestseller with
no day job needed to support his
literary habit. And of course when
we make the scribe’s acquaintance
he’s comfortably ensconced in his
mountain getaway, with nothing
more to trouble him than a case of
writer’s block. Then things begin to
unravel.

For starters, the only reason Mort’s
staring at a blank screen in his up-
state retreat rather than from the
more luxurious confines of what was
once his Riverdale home is because
his wife got that manse in the settle-
ment. As the layers peel back from
what started out as the picture-per-
fect existence, at least from a writer’s
point of view, we learn that his di-
vorce from Amy (Maria Bello) hasn’t
been the most amicable of partings.
Infidelity, you see. But of course all
this has nothing to do with the posi-
tively menacing visitor that comes
rapping on Mort’s wood just shortly
after we meet him … or does it?

The events put in motion follow-
ing the introduction of  John
Turturro’s mysterious caller certainly
had me going, but then I’ve never
been very clever at navigating the
twists and turns of this genre. In
fact, the slightest bend in the dra-
matic road generally has me marvel-
ing at the writer’s ingenuity. Sur-
prise endings? They completely as-
tound me. But that’s where you
come in. Your job is to solve the
puzzle that King’s story dangles be-
fore us. Odds are you’ll do better
than I.

It starts with trying to fathom
what’s behind the intimidating pres-
ence portrayed by Turturro. An ap-
parition in neo-Gothic garb, the
Hillbilly informs that he is John
Shooter of Mississippi. He has a
bone to pick. It seems he has also
penned a story. But he hasn’t made
the trip to form a writer’s workshop.
Instead, it is to charge Mort with
that most hideous of writer’s crimes:
plagiarism. “You stole ma story,”

drawls Turturro’s unseemly charac-
ter, the implied threat hanging on
every syllabic nuance. The audience
shivers. One needn’t be a student of
abnormal psychology to know that
Shooter is several cards short of a full
deck.

Ultimately, we learn that things
aren’t what they originally seemed to
be. But until we find out exactly how
so, the director’s deft unfolding of
the plot keeps us guessing, alter-
nately feeding us a few clues, side-
tracking us, and then repeating the
process.

Along the way, King via Koepp
thickens the stew by introducing a
few other characters. They include
Charles Dutton as Ken, the private
detective; Timothy Hutton as Ted,
Amy’s new beau, and Len Cariou as
the small-town sheriff who, to our
mutual frustration, doesn’t seem to
share Mort’s alarm. We can’t help
but wonder…any hidden agendas
here?

There is a big secret here. The key
to this working, and again showing
his phenomenal range, is Depp,
pound for pound the best young
leading man in films today. You’ll see
why. Suffice it to note that, before
the final credits role, he shows us a
thing or two. Equally no slouch, in
the supporting role department
Turturro unfurls yet another wrinkle
in his seemingly unlimited portfolio
of characters. In a lesser but none-
theless pivotal role, Bello’s estranged
wife adds an important note of un-
certainty to the proceedings. And in
a welcome return to the silver screen,
Hutton’s “other man” prompts just
the right amount of second-guess-
ing.

You may credit King’s understand-
ing of the fear factor for successfully
propelling this movie past its obvi-
ous stereotypes. We, along with the
protagonist, are terrified of Shooter.
Mort insists that he published “Se-
cret Window,” the allegedly pur-
loined story, in an Ellery Queen
magazine two years before our rather
strange plaintiff even wrote his ver-
sion. If that’s true, says Shooter,
then furnish proof of same and he’ll
quit his demands. Otherwise, he
wants the ending changed.

“You ruined ma ending. You have
to make it right,” declares Shooter.
Problem is that we, as well as Mort,
don’t exactly know what making it
“right” means. In short, he is the
bully of bullies. And we suspect
that there is no appeasing him.
Scary, no?

It’s the stuff that nightmares are
made of, and short of waking up,
the only resolution is a great end-
ing, which, ironically enough, this
film doesn’t have. Still, the pains-
taking efforts to distress that pre-
cede the seen-it-before conclusion
practically make up for it. So, you
can bet that more than one movie-
goer arriving home late at night
after a viewing of Secret Window
will see the wisdom in pulling those
shutters tight.

* * * * * * *
SSSSSecrecrecrecrecret et et et et WWWWWindoindoindoindoindowwwww, rated PG-13, is

a Columbia Pictures release di-
rected by David Koepp and stars
Johnny Depp, John Turturro and
Maria Bello. Running time: 106
minutes.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

SSSSSecrecrecrecrecret et et et et WWWWWindoindoindoindoindow: w: w: w: w: TTTTTakesakesakesakesakes
PPPPPanes to Fanes to Fanes to Fanes to Fanes to Frightenrightenrightenrightenrighten

will perform Domenico Dragonetti’s
Concerto for Double Bass.

The WHS Chorale will sing
Passereau’s Il est bel et bon, John
Bennett’s All Creatures Now Are Merry
Minded and Weep O Mine Eyes, Rob-
ert Jones’ Farewell, Dear Love, and
Robert Shaw’s Fa Una Canzona (Sing
Me a Song).

The concert is the first of its kind
scheduled in the WHS music
department’s “Spring Fest” program,
which will run through May.
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Sproule, Trio
The next Coffee with Conscience at

First United Methodist Church will
feature bluesy guitarist Caroline Aiken.
Folk songstress, Rachel Bissex will be
opening for Aiken.

The March 21 Coffee With Con-
science concert was recorded by
Westfield TV-36, and can be seen by
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside residents at various
times throughout the month.

For more information about Coffee
With Conscience, contact Maros at
(908) 232-8723, or visit http://
www.coffeewithconscience.com.

literally bump into Marius (Ryan) in
order for them to meet and fall in love.
Some of the best moments of the show
happen when Jillian opens her mouth
to sing. The talented trio in “A Heart
Full of Love” blends powerful voices of
Ryan, Jillian and Lauren.

Simple yet effective “walking” cho-
reography by Gisa DiIorio at the end
of Act I is accented by the waving red
flag of the revolution and the stirring
theme of “One Day More.”

With Act II, enters one the un-
named stars of the show: the barri-
cade. Kudos to its designers and build-
ers! The scene of gunfire and mayhem
juxtaposes with the “Drink with Me”
scene that precedes it. A melancholy
moment in the show, it is tender and
reflective.

Eponine’s heartfelt solo “On My
Own” is similar in approach to the
original cast album. She alternates a
controlled belt and head voice for the
show-stopping song, probably the most
well known in the musical, and wins
over the hearts of the audience who
have experienced similar pain of unre-
quited love.

“Bring Him Home,” a stellar song is
a little overplayed in intensity and
volume. It needs to be whispered at
moments with emotion dripping from
each note. Abe Hiatt’s wonderful last
few notes of falsetto are his best in that
piece.

After being saved by his enemy
Valjean, Javert ponders his unrelent-
ing quest. The strobe light effect on a
frazzled, disheveled Matt Capodicasa
in the suicide scene is powerful and
convincing.

Marius (Ryan Aspell) sells the song
“Empty Chairs and Empty Tables”
with thoughtfulness and soul. An ef-
fective use of the “ghosts” of his friends
lined up on the bridge reflects the
ravages of war.

After that contemplative scene
comes the levity of the wedding scene
where Madame T and Thenardier crash
it in the hopes of blackmailing Marius.
Laura and Devon return in more out-
landish costumes. The characters and
their antics are pretty laughable; good
direction and confidence on the part
of the actors help bring it altogether.
Electricity is in the air when they are
on stage.

A high demand for excellence was
placed on this cast and crew and they
delivered. At the end of each perfor-
mance when they ask the audience for
a donation for the Interfaith Council
for the Homeless of Union County, it
is clear that through this show, these
performers have been touched by the
plight of the poor.

Congratulations to these teens for a
job well done. And to the parents and
directors who have helped shape them
into the stars of tomorrow: thank you
also for making them concerned citi-
zens who will make a better tomorrow
for all.
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