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BULLET PROOF DOG…Sarah Johnston, center, a student at Jonathan Day-
ton High School in Springfield, raised $495 in pennies – 49,500 coins – in order
to purchase a bulletproof vest for a police dog with the Union County Sheriff’s
K-9 Search and Rescue Unit. She presented the vest to K-9 officers at her school.
Helping her fit the vest on Yaksha, a 5-year-old German shepherd, is Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich, right, and Sgt. Ronald Malcolm. The Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders matched her effort by promising a second new vest for the
canine officers.

More Letters to the Editor

Roselle Receives $50,000
Railroad Study Grant

TRENTON – In a continued ef-
fort to promote regional planning as
part of Governor James
McGreevey’s smart growth agenda,
Department of Community Affairs
Commissioner Susan Bass Levin
today presented Roselle Mayor
Garrett Smith with a $50,000 Smart
Future Planning Grant to benefit
Roselle. The funding will support
the borough’s redevelopment plan.

“Smart Future Planning Grants en-
able communities throughout the
state to develop realistic growth
plans,” Commissioner Levin said.
“If we are to preserve our quality of
life in New Jersey, we must work
together to cooperatively and com-
prehensively manage growth. Smart
Future Planning Grants make that
possible.”

“As a newly-elected mayor, I truly
am excited and proud to accept my
first check from the State on behalf
of Roselle and our citizens,” said
Mayor Smith. “With support from
Governor McGreevey and Commis-
sioner Levin, and with grants like
this, we are making real progress

toward Roselle’s future, and I look
forward to making all of Roselle’s
plans come to fruition.”

Specifically, Roselle will use its
Smart Future Grant to coordinate
efforts with nearby Linden on a joint
redevelopment plan. The coordinated
plan will address the communities’
public transportation needs, in an
effort to provide direct access to both
the Northeast Corridor and Raritan
Valley. In addition, the plan will look
at the redevelopment of the St.
Georges Avenue and Chestnut Street
neighborhood.

DCA awards planning grants as
part of its Smart Future Initiative,
which promotes regional planning
between municipalities and counties
throughout New Jersey and is funded
through DCA’s Office of Smart
Growth. The Smart Future Initiative
provides county and municipal plan-
ners access to state experts from
DCA, the Department of Environ-
mental Protection and the Depart-
ment of Transportation, as well as
funds to work with outside consult-
ants with specialized expertise.

SMAshing SUCCESS…Members of the New Jersey Chapter of FightSMA
(Spinal Muscular Atrophy) extended their appreciation to area residents and
downtown merchants who recently supported Westfield’s First Annual
SMAsquerade, which enabled the chapter to make a significant contribution
toward funding for SMA research and development. The second annual
SMAsquerade will be held on Saturday, October 16. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Mary Jane Prybylski, Kim Rhodes, Margaret Kuehn, Maureen Higgins,
Lisa Simcox and Nancy Murray.

SP-F BOE Member Nowlin Makes
Clarifications on Class Size

As a Scotch Plains - Fanwood Board
of Education member, running for my
second term, I would like to clarify a few
things. First, my wife’s name is Joyce -
not Joanne as reported a couple of weeks
ago, nor Janet as reported three years
ago during my first candidacy (she is
starting to get suspicious!). Joyce has
given me tremendous support for the last
three years as a board member and with-
out her continuing support I would not
run again.

Secondly, I would like to clarify class
size. It was accurately reported that we
strive to keep classes with less than 25 in
kindergarten through third grade, 23-26
in fourth and fifth, and 25-30 in sixth
through twelfth. In reality, our class
sizes are well below these levels, and
they have been for many years.

Currently, our kindergarten classes
average just below 20; first through third
are about 21; fourth and fifth average
about 22. I believe small class size is one
of the most important attributes of our
district, right behind top-notch teachers.

There has also been discussion about
“cuts” in our program, i.e. “The admin-
istration cut $697,759 in order to bring
the budget to its current standing.” Ac-
tually, very little has been cut from
existing programs, less than $50,000 -
all out of the classroom. The rest of the
“cuts” actually came from proposed
increases in programs that had to be
reduced in order to get under the state
mandated cap.

We are very fortunate this year to be
able to add teachers to our ever-increas-
ing student enrollment, allowing us to
keep class sizes under our desired limit.

I would also like to clearly state that I
believe a 5.9 percent increase in our total
budget is not inconsequential. While
this increase is down from last year, it
will still result in an increase in our
property taxes. I’ll save the debate about
property tax reform for another day, but
I acknowledge that property tax increases
are difficult for many of us.

However, we are a so-called “rich”
district which means that over 90 per-
cent of our school budget must be raised
from local property taxes. Contracted
salaries and benefits, which make up
about 75 percent of our budget, are in-
creasing about 4 percent and 20 percent
respectively. So, maintaining the high
quality schools we have in our district is
difficult to balance with affordable prop-
erty taxes. We do this by keeping our
costs efficient.

Our cost-per-pupil is lower than 16 of
21 school districts in Union County, and
our administrative cost-per-pupil is be-
low both the county and state averages.
I believe that the high standards we have
achieved can not only be seen in our
children – 92 percent of our graduating
class of 2003 enrolled in college - but
also in the continuing increase of our
property values.

Craig Nowlin
Scotch Plains

Rahway Resident Takes Issue With
Reporting of Freeholder Meeting

I am writing to respond to an article,
which appeared in the March 18 edi-
tion entitled “Geese Management Pro-
gram Dominates County Meeting.”
Your reporter Mr. Marino did an ex-
cellent job describing the deficiencies
in the non-lethal management efforts
made by the county. When the county
does not even know how many geese
are in the park or how many the park
can support, that can hardly be called
management.

The problem with the article arises in
observations made by Mr. Marino when
he made no attempt to interview any
one involved. I was in the Rahway
River Park every day for three weeks
talking to park users and handing out
leaflets. Mr. Lehotsky’s remarks were
far from astute — they were calculated.
The freeholders hope that by his stating
this, I will believe my efforts were
fruitless and stop going to the park. I am
sure they received many phone calls
from elderly people who I spoke with.

Ever since Mr. Lehotsky’s wife got a
job from the Democratic Councilman
Bob Raichlin who runs the STAR Em-
ployment Program for the county, Mr.
Lehotsky has been attacking Rahway
Republicans at every public platform he
can find. Last month he claimed a man
who attacked him in Bridgewater, where
he works, was sent by people in Rahway.
A month has gone by and no link to
Rahway was found, yet Mr. Lehotsky
did not get up to the microphone to
exonerate those he accused.

As far as his claim that my using the
name Gimli on my e-mail proves I was
harassing him in an anonymous chat

room on the internet, I cannot believe
you would print such baseless non-
sense. Gimli is the dwarf from “Lord
of The Rings.” I doubt I am the only
fan who uses the internet.

Our local papers have seen enough
of Mr. Lehotsky’s behavior to know he
has no credibility. The exception to
this is The News Record, a paper pub-
lished by James Devine, a paid demo-
cratic campaign consultant. Three
weeks ago their frontpage story fea-
tured Vinny Lehotsky because he is
thinking about running for Rahway
City Council as a Democrat.

This is an individual who has spent
ten years criticizing the Democrat free-
holders at every meeting. Now that his
wife has a job for the county, he is
attacking citizens who have problems
with the Democrat freeholders. His
actions speak louder than any words.

Your reporter does the reader a dis-
service by not spelling out what those
connections are. I do not appreciate
your reporter not giving me the oppor-
tunity to respond that evening to Mr.
Lehotsky’s remarks when Mr. Marino
intended to print them.

All the work I have done in my com-
munity has cost my family money. I
spent ten years opposing the now bank-
rupt Rahway Garbage Burner. These
people have an axe to grind with me and
your reporter gave them assistance. I
would ask him to review the code of
journalistic ethics to see how he can
avoid this situation in the future.

Kerri Blanchard
Rahway

More Letters to the Editor

MOUNTAINSIDE                  $439,000

Wonderful open floor plan.  This charming Cape Cod has four bedrooms and two baths.  A
georgous eat-in-kitchen done in 2002 has granite countertops, cherry cabinets and hard-
wood floors.  Two zone heat and CAC, new windows thruout, alarm system, hot tub, basement
recreation room and playroom.  Newly landscaped. (052009359)

WESTFIELD                                                                                                    $745,000

Classic 5 bedroom Colonial with traditional charm.  Oversized rooms, wonderful floor plan,
gourmet custom kitchen, 3 1/2 baths, family room with 3 walls of windows, formal dining
room opens on to 35 x 30 slate patio.  Secluded & private backyard.  Close to town, schools
& transportation. (052009349)

SCOTCH PLAINS                    $549,900

Well maintained two bedroom, one and one half bath Ranch.  Living room boasts a vaulted
ceiling and a dramatic wood burning fireplace.  The formal dining room has access to deck.
Enjoy the 3 season Florida room with tile floor.  Expansion possibilities. (052009398)

WESTFIELD                  $789,900
Colonial with Great  floor plan.  Living room, formal dining room, family room with wood burning
fireplace, central vacuum, huge eat-in-kitchen, study, laundry/mud room on first floor.  Master bedroom

with master bath/whirlpool, three additional bedrooms and bath.  Great dead end property 100x100.

(052009226)

One Visit Will Convince You Henry West Expanded Cape

Private SettingDutch Colonial

Cellular Antennas Atop Schools
Could Be Dangerous to Kids Health

I am writing in response to the
Westfield Board of Education’s deci-
sion to allow T Mobile to install cell
antennae on Edison and Wilson Schools.
The BOE has a responsibility to educate
and protect our children. I am shocked,
saddened, and greatly disappointed that
they would take that responsibility so
lightly as to even consider putting them
in danger for any sum of money that a
cell antenna would provide.

Despite numerous scientific and medi-
cal studies, there is still no definitive
answer regarding emissions from cell
antennae. I don’t think we need a history
lesson to remind us that there was a time
when we did not know whether ciga-
rettes, lead, asbestos, chemicals in our
water, or even too many antibiotics,
would harm us. Unfortunately, it took
many years for us to find out that the
long and short-term effects can be dev-
astating.

It is my understanding that Fanwood
refused to allow installation of cell an-
tennae at all in their town, so T Mobile
turned next to the Westfield firehouse.
The Historic Society protested because a
cell antenna would compromise the look
of the firehouse. Are we putting historic
preservation over the health and welfare
of our children?

I implore our board of education mem-
bers to reconsider your decision and
look for other ways to increase funding.
Our children are our future; they are not
your revenue and they are not T Mobile’s
guinea pigs.

Catherine Maguire
Westfield
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