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Westfield Blue Devil Swim Boys Established
State Public School Record, Personal Bests
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood Will Say ‘So Long’
To Eleven Quality Raider Wrestlers
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placed second at AC and turned in a
23-5 record, upping his four-year
varsity record to 111-18. Last year,
he finished fourth at AC at 125-lbs
and in his sophomore season, he
placed 7/8th at 103-lbs. Francavilla
is hoping to attend Columbia Uni-
versity, Rutgers, Boston University
or the University of Virginia.

“Derek was the first wrestler to get
over 100 wins at Scotch Plains. It’s
an amazing task! He’s that individual
where people look at him and say
things can be done,” pointed out
Scholz.

Andrew Silber made the trip to AC
twice at 171-lbs. Last year, after
winning the Region 3 title, he won
two bouts at AC and finished 28-6.
This year, he placed fifth at AC and
finished 31-7, upping his career
record to 90-39. Of his college
choices, Silber is leaning toward
Sacred Heart.

“Each year he kept getting better
and better. He did amazing things,
becoming a region champ last year,
knocking off two really good kids.
This year his style really stunned a
lot of people. He wrestled good com-
petition and, when he lost, he lost by
only a point or two. To wrestle back
and take fifth, that’s hard to do,”
expressed Scholz.

Charlie Bachi (189-lbs), entered
the districts with an 0-17 record his
freshman year but won twice to place
third and qualify for the regions—
the first of four times. In his next
three seasons, he went 61-21, won a
UC crown and two district titles and
finished his 2004 season, 20-5.

“Charlie was able to make the trip
to the regions the four years that he
wrestled,” Scholz mentioned. “This
year, what a great campaign he had,
ranked in the top-eight and beating
really good guys. What a great com-
petitor!”

This year, Eric Connolly won the
UC and district crowns at 140-lbs,
took second in the regions to make
the trip to AC and finished 26-4. In
his four varsity years, he amassed a
90-21 record.

“His sophomore year, coming
down to double overtime at the su-
per regions that would have brought
him to the states,” noted Scholz.
“After last season was over, he made
an oath to himself that he was going
to get better. He finished in the top-
16 in the Beast of the East. I knew
from that point on that I had a com-
petitor.”

Ronnie Ferrara had a great year at
119-lbs, placing second in the dis-
trict and finishing with a 20-10 record.

“Ronnie was one of the light-
weights who was grouped in with the
other kids. He wrestled whatever spot
he could and wrestled all the way
through,” said Scholz. “It’s a credit
that he wrestled all those different
weight classes but not the actual one

that he would have like to have
wrestled.”

Pedro Coyt finished 14-9 at 152
and qualified for the regions and
heavyweight Andrew Loomis, a John
Goles Tournament winner in 2003
who experienced varsity action all
four years, placed second in the dis-
tricts and finished with a 17-10 record.

Yoav Nudell fulfilled a dream when
he won the 160-lb district crown.

“Andrew, we knew that we had a
good heavyweight who we could
depend on. He was that close to
beating quality kids,” said Scholz.

Junior Steve Mineo (130-lbs)
upped his three-year varsity record
to 87-12 by finishing 31-5 this year.
Mineo won his second UC, district
and region crowns in a row and placed
fourth at AC. Junior Marc Fabiano
(215-lbs), a district champ at 189-lbs

last year, finished 16-10 to up his
two-year total to 37-17. Junior AJ
Watson placed third in the district at
145-lbs. Freshman Pat Mineo won
the district title at 135-lbs and fin-
ished 24-6.

“Pat Mineo! What a gamer! No
matter what distractions were out
there he was focused,” expressed

Scholz.
Freshmen Dave DeNichilo (103-

lbs), Sal Gano (112-lbs), Ricky Olsen
(125-lbs) and Damion Gibbs had fine
seasons as did juniors Anthony
Ferrante (135-lbs) and Dakiem
Gaines (130-lbs). Several JVs will
rise up to fill in the vacated spots in
the upper weight classes.

“We are going to be pretty good at
our lower weights next year,” stated
Scholz. “We will have a very scrappy
team!”

out Central Jersey champ
Hillsborough, 107-63. Heinen won
the 200 and 100,
Bar tho lomew
won the 50 and
b a c k s t r o k e ,
Daurio won the
fly and breast-
stroke and Josh
Schoenfeld won
the 100 IM and
500 free.

In the state fi-
nal against
Cherry Hill East
it came down to
the final relay,
with WHS win-
ning behind
Schoenfeld, Dan
Chabanov, Tim
Kolenut and
Heinen in a sea-
s o n - b e s t
3:22.40. Heinen
earlier won the
200 and 100
freestyles and
pulled out a key
win in the 200-free relay with a
22.10 anchor leg. Daurio’s 1:00.98
in the 100 breast was third fastest in
WHS history, ahead of 1968 Olym-
pian Dave Perkowski.

Over the final week, WHS swim-
mers posted 110 best times and moved
up from No. 5 in the state to No. 2, in
the Gannett Rankings. Also, on

March 6-7, WHS put on a strong
show in the state Individual Champi-

onships. Bartholomew swam a 21.60
in the 50 free, second fastest in school
history. Heinen went 52.87 in the
100 fly, fourth fastest in school his-
tory.

The three relays finished with some
of the fastest times in WHS history
also. The medley of Bartholomew,
Daurio, Sam Gurdus and Heinen went

Courtesy of Tola Murphy-Baran for The Westfield Leader
THE GREAT TASTE OF PIZZA…Blue Devil Head Coach Bruce Johnson, with
head shaved, celebrates with his team and crunches on some pizza after winning
the state Public A title.

1:40.54 to place fourth in state (sev-
enth in WHS Top 15 List), the 200

free (Heinen,
K o l e n u t ,
S c h o e n f e l d ,
B a r t h o l o m ew )
went 1:29.14, fifth
in state (third on
Top 15 List) and
the 400 free
( B a r t h o l o m ew,
Kevin Hobson,
S c h o e n f e l d ,
Heinen) went
3:17.77 for fourth
in state (eighth on
Top 15 List).

Also contribut-
ing with wins
throughout the sea-
son were: senior
Dave Hedman; jun-
ior Andrew
Prunesti; sopho-
mores Brandon
Cuba, Kyle Murray
and Dan McGrory,
and freshmen Luke
Baron and PJ

Harley.
“It was a great group of young

men, who worked hard and really did
come together as a team. I didn’t
think we’d be as bad as some people
thought because, despite all the (per-
sonnel) losses, we had a really good
group, talented, hard-working and
nice kids,” said Johnson.

“The support of the parents and
the alums was awesome. Having all
the old guys at states really pumped
the kids up. And Chris McFadden
(’88) stopping by was amazing. He’s
one of the best ever at WHS, and he
took the time to come watch. That’s
just awesome.’’

Coach Johnson contributed the in-
depth information and the quotes.

Courtesy Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader and The Times
END OF THE SEASON DINNER…The Westfield High School Ice hockey seniors and their parents, recently enjoyed the
end of the season dinner at the Westwood in Garwood.

David B. Corbin (2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECORDING WIN NO. 100…Raider Derek Francavilla, top, recorded his
100th career victory during the Union County Tournament semifinals with an
8-2 conquest of Joe Blackford of Roselle Park.


