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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Injuries and brief afflictions hin-
dered the Westfield High School
wrestling team’s performance
throughout the regular season and in
some early tournaments, but the Blue
Devils healed up somewhat to turn in
a fine performance and place third at
the District 11 (D-11) Tournament.

As a result, the Blue Devils claimed
three champions, two, second places
and a third place. One champion,
senior Lee Tomasso, finished his
wrestling career in style with several

stellar performances in the Region 3
Tournament and the NJSIAA Tour-
nament.

Having finished the regular season
with a 7-11 record, Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz commented, “We
could have just as easily been 11-7 or
better. We had a pretty good team but
we didn’t show it, partly due to in-
jury, partly due to distractions.”

Avoiding serious injury, Tomasso
(152-lbs) was consistent throughout
the season, placed third in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) and cap-
tured first in D-11. In the Region 3

Tournament, he placed third by
bouncing top-seeded Guy Severini
of South Plainfield, 3-1, and by stop-
ping Boonton’s Matt Rathbun, 6-2.
Tomasso went on to place in the top-
12 at Atlantic City, elevating his
season’s record to 28-8 and his ca-
reer wins to 88.

In his four-years varsity, Tomasso
placed third in the UCT twice and

won it last year to become the
tournament’s Outstanding Wrestler.
He also claimed two D-11 titles and
placed second once.

“Since Lee came to us, I knew what
kind of ability he had. It wasn’t until
the end of his career that he realized
his talent. He opened it up and let it all
go. I’m glad he opened up and gave
himself the opportunity to realize how
good he was,” Kurz expressed.

Senior Rob Mench (103-lbs) had
three fine varsity years, compiling a
65-16 record. Two years ago, he placed
third in D-11, last year he placed
second in the UCT and D-11 and, this
season, he was crowned 103-lb cham-
pion in both tournaments and finished
with a 23-2 record. Mench’s emotions
were rattled in the Region 3 Tourna-
ment when his 7-6 win in the semis
was overturned to a disqualification
due to penalty points, thrusting him
back to the third-place wrestleback
that he lost, 5-3.

“Robbie’s career didn’t end the
way he wanted it to but that doesn’t
take away from his accomplish-
ments,” Kurz pointed out. “He was

TOMASSO ENDS MAT CAREER WITH 88 VICTORIES, MENCH FINISHES 23-2

Senior Lee Tomasso Set Good Example
For Returning Blue Devil Wrestlers

solid for us. I don’t think he lost a
dual meet match in two years. He put
himself at the head of the class in
Westfield wrestling.”

Senior Chris Johnson (189-lbs) had
a fine season going for him until he
injured his knee three weeks before
the districts. His conditioning never
quite recovered in the districts as two
third-period rallies by his opponents
cost him a trip to the regions. He
finished with a 12-3 record.

“Chris worked harder than anyone
during the off season. His work in the
weight room really showed. Chris
had an injury. He was 11-1 heading
into the districts. He tried to get back
(to par). In time, he will realize how
hard he worked and how much it
meant to him,” predicted Kurz.

Senior heavyweight/215-lb Nick
Gismondi wrestled varsity his sopho-
more and senior years but was side-
lined his entire junior year due to a
shoulder injury. Gismondi helped so-
lidify the upper weight classes, pro-
vided key wins and team leadership.

Junior Tom DelDuca (145-lbs) fin-
ished this season with an 18-4 record
and captured his second-straight D-
11 title. He wrestled well in the
regions and placed fourth. Last year
he finished with a 24-5 record and
won the D-11 title at 140-lbs. In his
freshman year, he placed second in
D-11 at 130-lbs.

“Tommy missed a good portion of
the season but came back in time to
win districts and go far in the re-
gions. He only lost by three points to
the person who placed fourth in
states,” said Kurz.

Junior Sam Kramer (112-lbs)
boosted his career record to 52-21 by
finishing 18-6 this season. Last year,
he placed fourth in the UCT and
second in D-11. This year, he placed
second in both tournaments.

“He was disappointed the way his
season ended. I think he learned a lot
this season and he will have a strong
senior year. He had six losses and
four were to Wilson (state qualifier).
Every time he went out on the mat he
gave it his all,” said Kurz.

A pleasant surprise came from
sophomore Andrew Shaffer who
placed second in D-11 at 160-lbs and
finished with a 13-7 record.

“He was by far our most improved
wrestler, raw talent, raw ability,”
expressed Kurz. “This year, he was
more focused. I think he is going to
be one of the key ingredients for our
future.”

Of the remaining returning varsity
starters, sophomore Colin Williard
(171-lbs) placed third in D-11 and
finished with a 9-10 record and jun-
ior Craig Hewit placed fourth in D-
11 at 130-lbs. Varsity starters also
returning are sophomores Matt
Kamal (119-lbs), Steve Cruikshank
(215-lbs) and Alex Lewis (160), and
freshmen Mark Boyd (135-lbs) and
Colin MacKay (119-125).

Blue Devil Girls Continued
As One of Swiming’s Best
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where they gobbled up third place at
the Pirate Invitational held in West
Windsor on January 11.

“We swam very well at that meet,
although it came down to the last
race when our girls pulled out a 400-
relay victory that secured a third
place finish,” said Ruszala.

The hard-working Blue Devils had
plenty of depth to splash around when
they won their 12th-straight Union
County Tournament title, capturing
three first places, four seconds and
three third-places on January 31.
Junior Jackie De La Fuente touched
first in the 100-yard breaststroke.
Senior Becky Fallon, De La Fuente,
freshman Brittany Reyes and junior
Kirsten Selert delivered a victory in
the 200-medley relay.

“We really shined at that meet,”
said Ruszala. “Westfield has shown
strength and depth each and every
year and, as a team, we really dem-
onstrated that again in the counties.”

More success came when the Blue
Devils, winning nine of 11 events,
thrashed Bridgewater-Raritan, 121-
49, to capture the NJSIAA North
Jersey, Section 2, Public A title on
February 23. Junior Amanda Dickson
touched first in the 100-freestyle.
Freshman Kylie Fraser placed first in

the 100-butterfly and senior Susanne
Fowler won the 200-freestyle. De La
Fuente claimed victory in the 100-
breaststroke and Fallon touched first
in the 100-backstroke.

Later, Fowler joined teammates
senior Danielle Heffernan, Reyes and
Selert to win the 200-freestyle relay.
Winning members of the medley
team included Fallon, DeLaFuente,
Reyes and Selert. In the 200 IM, it
was Dickson who touched first for
the victory. Claiming first place in
the 400-relay race was the team of
Reyes, Dixon, freshman Julie
Cederoth and Fowler.

“It was a good meet in terms of the
scoring but not as far as the times,”
said Ruszala. “Most of the swim-
mers simply wanted to power house
high but apparently they fell short or
saved it a bit for the upcoming meet.”

Westfield will graduate Emily
Barnes, Ali Devlin, Fallon, Fowler,
Carolyn Freundlich, Alyson Goodman,
Heffernan, Cassie Lo, Samantha
Tarnofsky, Kellie Layton and Tovah
Tripp. Looking ahead, assuming ev-
eryone gets bigger, stronger and that
they will continue to work hard over
the summer, to fulfill their immense
potential, it’s going to take a super
team to beat Westfield next year.
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Fanwood
JUST LISTED! Pristine! Lovely 
Cape Cod with "colonial charm" 
offers living room with fireplace, 
formal dining room, eat-in 
kitchen, 4 bedrooms and 2 full 
baths. The finished basement has 
a wonderful rec room with bar 
and new carpeting, large laundry 
room and workshop. The newly 
fenced backyard features a 
spacious two-tiered deck and
beautiful gardens. 

Priced at $399,900.

Westfield
JUST LISTED! Impeccable! Ten 

room Colonial home features 

formal living room with fireplace, 

formal dining room, eat-in 

kitchen with granite countertops, 

spacious family room, five 

bedrooms and 4 .1  baths.  

Amenities include box beam

ceilings, 1st floor laundry, CAC. 

A must see at $829,000.

Congratulations Patricia Greiff
Prudential New Jersey Properties proudly congratulates 

Patricia Greiff for her accomplishments in 2003, earning the 

Sales Leader of the Year Award for the Westfield Office, 

membership in the Prudential President's Circle, ranking Pat 

among the top 7% of Prudential real estate agents nationwide 

and the NJAR's Circle of Exellence Silver Level award. 
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David B. Corbin (2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEAVING A GOOD EXAMPLE FOR FUTURE BLUE DEVILS…Senior Lee Tomasso, top, in his four-years of varsity
recorded 88 victories, placed third in the county tournament twice and won it last year to become the Outstanding
Wrestler. He also claimed two District 11 titles, placed second once and, this season, finished in the top-12 in the state.

David B. Corbin (2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Senior Chris Johnson carried an 11-1 record into the districts.

Fred Lecomte (2003-2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TEAM CAPTAINS AND COACH…Blue Devil swim girls Head Coach Jamie
Ruszala is flanked by team captains Susanna Fowler, left, and Cassie Lo. This
season, the Blue Devils finished 12-3 and won their 12th-straight Union County
Tournament.

Fred Lecomte (2003-2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DYNAMITE IN THE WATER…Junior Kirsten Selert has been a major asset
for the Blue Devils this year.


